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PREFACE. 



So «HB Mabonio Bkadbb. 

Thib attempt, the first erne ever made upon an extended 
aealey to illastrate the prineiplei, by exhibiting the ^aeto of Free- 
maaQnry^ is respectfully offered to the Craft, whereaoeyer dis* 
pcned. 

In it I haye endeavored to avdd romantic incidentB. I have 
aotmtroduced nnnatoral or improbable embelliahmenta. But, 
from a large collection of factB» gathered in my trayela through 
almost eyery section of the United States, I have prepared, in a 
plain style, the following Sketches. 

It has been the desire of my heart, eyen from the night when 
I was made a Mason, to return somethiiig to an institation that 
then promited so much, that has since don$ so much, Ibr me. To 
this end I early adopted the practice of jotting down, from the 
month of both friend and foe, eyery hot and opinion that related 
to Freemasonry. Haying been practiced, from my boyhood, to 
wield the pen for the public press, I composed, seyeral yean 
since, fit>m these memoranda, yarious ICasonic tales, and pub- 
fished them in the Magasines of the Qrder. 

So extensiyely were these crude and imperfect productiona 
•o|ned by the newspapers of the day, that while my own estimate 
of their merits was yasUy increasedi I became conyinced that 
there was a demand for a volume of such pieces, maturely eott* 
rfdeiedy and oarefolly written, and that it would be aooeptaUa to 
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the craft That vohune, the result of my Masonic life, is now 
offered. 

In the preparation of these sketches, I have had three prin- 
cipal ideas in view : Mrsi. To introduce nothing of an important 
natore, but what is literally true. Second. To introduce inci- 
dents enough to bear either directly or indirectly ilpon everf 
section of Masonic obligation and priyilege. Third, To intro- 
duce the technical language of Masonry, so Car as good authority 
b afforded me, by standard works. 

To understand Masonic landmarks, and upon them to fram« 
a true system of Mas(Huc work, has eyer been my earnest desire 
and study ; to avoid a disclosure of Maaonic secrets, in this jn^ 
Hm^aa, was my principal care. 

The former I dare not presume entirely to have attained to^ 
the latter I oan boldly a«d fiNurlessly ayow. 

i9hould my Masonic brethren meet this more ekbonte worii 
with the same kindness with which jny former sketches, and mj 
aourises of lectures, generally; have been accepted, they will 
vender my pleasure and gratitude complete. 

BOB. MOBBia 
BiontAii, Er., Jtim, ISii. 
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DMXR ON THE 8IEBBA NEYADA 



Tbb Indiaiia wagon-tarain had crept up one ef die loi^ 
dopes of the Neyada spurs, its front pointed due irostirard. 
As die vaagoard reined up their jaded mules on the snnmut, 
the level rays of the setting soil rominded them that they were 
faD late for encamping; forhy the' time the three grand 
reqmsites of caravaa travel conld be secured, (woo<l, water, 
and grass,) and their own supper prepared^ the full moon 
would be high in the heavens. *AU day thej had joiqnejed 
wihottt delay, tarryiag not to look at the drifts ol human 
wrecks, the broken wagons, the putrid carcasses, tlie rifled 
boxes, or the wolf-opened graves of humanity. Such objects 
were too familiar to excite the curioaty of men twelve ! randred 
miles advanced on the California road, and even bad their 
curiosity been arouted, the necessity of reaching t^amp by 
smiset was too obvious to justify the least delay. 

So idien a tottering bcAst fell from exhaustion he bad been 
hastily stripped of his saddle or hameas and left to the wolves. 
When a wheel gave way, the c<mtents of the strandeil wagon 
were transferred to the others, and the vehicle, whose iron and 
wood had been feahioned in the best shops of Indiana, was 
deserted to the Gamanehes. Much snftring had been ex- 
perienced smce morning. Eyes seared with heaf and blinded 
with dust had looked all day widifally forward to the {Nevada 
peaks that seemed Gke some evil enchantment to recede as the 
caravan advanced^ Tongues swollen with thirst and past 
artacnlate sp^oh, murmured indistinctly of the gashing waters 
who0B moisture and coolness tliey so coveted. DeaUi was 
behind, life and hope before, and every nerve was siravied to 
attain t}ie goal of their attempts. 

The sun went doihi as wagon after wagon drew up in its 
i^yptHBted place in the encampment. The aoknab too weaty 
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to ta&Qr an/ oraying of nature save ttie want of rert, fell in 
{heir harness, isoon as the sting of the long wagon whips ceased 
to urge them on, and not a few dropped to rise no more. Bat 
water and food were now ready tat alL Swollen lipe and 
jaded limbs were soon forgotten. The jest and laugh began 
to ring merrily through the echoes of the hills. With afeady 
adaptation to emergencies, the Indiana train that had defied 
all the toils and dangen of the prairies, and sostained their 
sprits and the ties of their orgakuEation, when other compames 
had broken up, now seated tfaemselTes near the Totem spring, 
and in the merriment of supper banished all recoQections of 
the day. An hour had passed and the whde tndn might hare 
been seen, dispersed in groups'reclining upon the matted grass 
at supper. The commander of the' train, whose mess embraced 
six stalwart fellows, was loudly called for to come and join 
them. The word was passed from group to group but no 
response was heard. *< Captain Glass ! Captain Glass !** was 
shonted , until his companions, too hungry for further ceremony, 
filled thoir huge tincups with colfee and set themselves vora- 
ciously to woric. Old Clarke, whose gray head had dodged 
bullets rit Packenham's defeat thirty-five years before, shook 
it with i sage air, as he held out Us hand for a slice of fkt 
bacon and hazarded the remark : ^ Bedcon he's in the wagon 
with Toihver yet ; he's been wi& him most all day.^* << Tes," 
responded TOly ESkes, the mule driver, ^^ he's a blamed Af^i 
more p^rticularinEth tibat chap than he was with me, when the 
Uasted mule kicked me ;" referring to an incident that hap- 
pened r month back, wherrin the brute aferesaid shattered 
three r ' Skes' ribs and changed the native graces of his 
oounta>diioe, so that his own mother would hardly know him 
should le five to get baok to her again. ^' *TU said they's 
both Ffv emaaons," soggested Cooney Wackes, the Butch boy. 
^ Oh dnag your masonry on the prairies,*' pursued Old Clarke, 
pouring out his second cupful of ooflbe so strong that shot 
would elmost have floated on the surfiMe, << that thing called 
masonr mojf do m the settlements, and they had a heap of it 
in Jftcl *«n's army at the cotton bagji, but it's frostbit in a 
canvaL It can't blonomhere. I knowed a case of a 
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«lleer tbai was took jfOBoaat and broa^t into New Ofletmi 
arier Hie fi^t, wi& all hk legs ahot <^, and die Maaooa juil 
ipiead ihemselrBa to — -^' '* I knoiTB one of tiie uiaaons* 
fflgns/' intarrapted Dutoh Cooney. ^ I got it firom a boat- 
man at Cairo for two dimea. If a ttde'er ivay f '-«-and the 
aqnabby little ehap went into aome pintoBmaie apaaaoay ao 
hideous that flie whdle mesa broke Into a amnltaneous roar 
at the idea of hia paying ovt Ua money for what any iSrog 
eoald do. In the midat of thdr merriment the toiee ^ thefar 
oommandery Capt. GHaaa, waa heard iasning from a wagon eft 
aome diataaoe, ** Wackes, Oooney Waekea, a eup ct water 
here, quick ! mo?e yooraelf, yon laay bomid. No, not ttat—* 
bring it from the apring;" and ae tiie atopid boy moved 
along, much too alow for flie crisia, the oaptab jmnpe J down 
firom the wagon, and ran to tiie ravine in person. Tbe firont 
part of the Tehiole was opened towarda the west so tbat the 
ioe-eooled breeies from that qnarter, nd^t ftn the siok man^a 
brow. Thnmgh the vacancy thua left, there waa a view of 
die aplendid colors that reddened ttie Aj kmg after the sim 
went down. The unfortonate m$tk abready referred fk> nnder 
the name of ToQiver, lay there in the last stmgg^ea of Eft. 
Poor Mow, he had borne up manfully against the hardshipa 
of die journey but the flesh, net the aoul, yidded at laat. 

The dreadfrtl fatigues of that long day^a march had exhausted 
his remaining strength. He felt that this encampment waa 
to be hia last. His languid eye was fixed vacantly ujKm the 
scarlet west and the anowy peaka, but his thoughts went 
back &r toward the eMBtj to the land where wife aitd babee 
were patiently enduring hia absence and praying for his safe 
retom. Oh the unwritten thoughts of humanity in such an 
hour as that ! Oh the vision^ — ^tiie keen pangs of memory, the 
despairing criea, the agcmiaed prayera« Who riball knoit them t 
who shall preaime to deaeribe them ? The aD-eering eye that 
leardiea man'a heart, t^ alone reada them, and in the day when 
all aecreta ahall become known, we ahall underatand thom too. 

The oool draught whkdi the commander brou^t freah from 
the fountain bead, revived the dying man for an hour. He 
ej^reased a desire to be taken out of the wagon and to lie on 
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die boiom <tf his moih^ earth (moe more. It iras granted. 
A doien strong men muted their hands to form a living conchy 
and he was placed tenderly as <he ack child on its mother^s 
breast, np<m a pile of blankets beneath a thomtree hard bj. 
The m^rd had gonearonnd the encampment that ToOiver wa$ 
dj/ing^ and immediatelj each hroiher in the fratemitj of 
Masons came np to render him the last land offices. These 
kind offices of Ifasonry had been freely dispensed to him ever 
fflnce his sickness, now of more than a week's duration. The 
gourd bad never been quite emptied b j any,, for poor ToUiver 
must liave a drink, though others remained thirsty. The 
strongv'St mules must be hitched to his wagon, (th^ one with 
the sqiiaire and compass painted upon the canvas covering,) 
even ii other wagons dropped out of line and were left. The 
care ot the company was left much to the lieutenant, so that 
Capt. Glass might remain by his side to support his languid 
frame ind to hinder him from inflicting any selfninjury while 
under whe influence of delirium. And there was good cause 
for all this ; for Laban ToUiver had been one who in his days 
of prosi)erity had bristly exemplified the work and lectures of 
Masonxy by good deeds. The various lodges in his district 
owed Miany of them their existence, all of them their ilhumna- 
tion to his 8elf'-sacrifi<»ng efibrts. Upon the rolls of the Grand 
Lodge his name was honorably recorded. Upon the memory 
of the widow and fatherless, the distressed brpther, and the 
neglecied orphan, it was mdelibly engraved. But misfortune 
had come in the end. The evil day arrived : the checkered 
pavement had its squares of gloom. False friends, in whose 
aibirs he had interested himself, for whose pecuniary stability 
he had become guarantee, made bonness failures of such a 
character that while their own property was selfishly secured, 
the pledge of their endorser was sacrificed. A tornado 
destroyed a valuable mill upon which he had expended tens 
of thousands. A boat-load of produce that he had shipped to 
New Orleans was lost, while running the gauntiet of that 
river of wrecks. The four messttigens, who in one day 
brought to Job the intelligence of Satan's dealings in the loss 
of hU cattle^ Ids aheep^ Jus cameU^ and Jm children^ had their 
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jd M t wp j g ti m Ike biid eiparUnce of Labin Toffiter; «id 
iriMn as he Mt imidst hii bekrred fiuBily^ alettorcame to bk 
kaad, ihat the Bank in whieh he was a Director, had Med 
and inTolved Um to the amount <^ tfaooaaQda beyond his 
lemainmg means, it iras to the Hasome cre£t of the mtai 
that he too could say irith the patriarch/* the Lord gave, the 
Lord hath taken away, and bleflsed be Ihe name of the Lord/' 
Well, eyerythmg was at once glTen up. Honsee, lands, 
jhmitore, even the wardrobe of his &mily were resigned to 
his insatiable ereditors. All was done that time and talents 
and experience permitted, to raise money and pay off the 
balance ; for Laban Tolliyer felt that indolence at such a time 
woold be in God's judgment a high misdemeanor. 

But when three years had elapsed, and he found that hard 
tdU and aniious scheming scarcely sulEced to pay the interest 
en the debt, while his figunfly was neglected, and his children 
weie growing up without education, a sense of duty prompted 
him to engage in something more prcmuang, even thov^ 
eounderable haasard were attached to it. It was the time of 
.golden dreams rektii^ to California. One of those wild 
epidemics that statedly pervade our counti^, had fevwed 
every mind, and a oompany of lus nei^bors was organising 
to glean in the golden harvest. Mr. Tolliver offered hhnself 
as a volunteer, and the proposal was eagerly accepted, ffis 
wi&, resigmng herself with woman's patience to necesdty's 
stem decree, set herself at once to prepare fi>r him the most 
comfortable outfit in her power. Bk friends came noHy 
forward and advanced the necessary fands, not by way of 
loan, but g&y and so privately, that he could not discover the 
names of the donors. But t&qr are known in heaven^ and 
a bounteous usury shall be awarded them there. The last 
word — ^the last embrace— 4iie last look— ^ ! that they should 
be the last! 

And here, on Sierra Nevada, lay Laban Tolliver— the 
p(»nt within a <nrcle— 4%e print a dying mason— <ks cbrcU 
a son-burnt company, whose hands had not unfrequenlly 
pressed Us, in the distant Indiana Lodges, witii fratsmal 
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M death anproa^lied, hk tovl faijglbtewd* Hb g p ii dh » 
which had bew quite iadiatiact for eoveral days, wm m4^ 
dealj restored. Many a ihanlcfel woid did he saj to eadi 
of thoBe who had made him their debtor in his pairt week'a 
iUness. Many a good wish was uttered for iMr proeperew 
journey; for a full realisa^n of theb hopes; for a saft 
return to their firieuds, Mai^ a UMe totosii of fememhranoe 
was distributed amongst them* 

Then came the farewell. It was m sitaioe ; not a word 
expressed it: but bjf the jr^p-^-^mblem ef <he Ca»itiaa% 
hope in the resurreption of the bodyi and the immortalily 
of the soul — by the $trang ffripj known and ralued by all 
enlightened Masons, the dying man sud mc^e than tongue 
could say, of the comfort that filled his heart theft hour. 
And now a word to Brother Glass, the patient, the indefiuti* 
gable, the true brother Ma%on^ who, day and night, had 
watched over him as the nurse attends her heljdess charge* 
It was a brief word, but quite enough ; for the strong man 
Hidden^ bowed himself; big sighs shook his whole fraaie ; a 
dhower of womanish tears bathed his cheeks, and he could 
only beseech, ^^ No more. Brother ToUiyer, not a word nore 1 
I am more than repaid !" 

Tlie world reeedee; it di%appear$^ heaven opens on hie 
eye9^: hie ears ioith sounds seraphic ring. He is done with 
time. He is shaking off the remembraaces of earthy even 
while he casts off the well-wom garment^ his body. Sa 
treasure was in an earthen Tessel, which is about to be 
broken, and then he will be free to employ it. A nought 
of his absent family, neyer more to hear hia returning 
steps— oh! nothing but that could convulse his Cemo with 
such an expression of grief! It is over now. Doubtless he 
has commended the widow and the fatberiess to Qod* Or 
may be, the sdemn pledge made to him by every member 
in that circle, " to consider his fanily as tfaw own,'\haB had 
a soothiBg influence. For now, all is calm again, and die 
clay shall be no more convulsed. His eyes turn inward. A 
few sentences, incoherent^ but hopeful, can be heard by those 
around: <' Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: thou 
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haft oomred aU iMr dn; ilie emblM of Ph>vidMi09 ktbni 
m the e«nter; tke symbol of JhAty'm tke ewl; the Maenak 
tettg^t tiko doetme of a retoneotioD fpcm Hio dead; ariso 
«QdoaUoii«heiiameof theliord: liayiiig dotte aU, t» «to9Mi.* 
oome and let w buHd up tte irall of JarwabM, that we 
bono numaiefmaeh: thoQ^ I paaa Aro«gb the valfey ef 
Ae ehadow of death: b«t l&aoDiy ihiaea : bead tq baek: 
Patfier, into % hand I oonwit my tspkH: « * "» thii 
body • ♦ again • • the tribe of Jadab** • • • • 
ACdnight arrived. All in the encampment were buried in 
piofound rieep» deepite Ae boiijii« of Ibe mhmj i^ had 
gftfliered that nl^t is immeMe banda^ aaif tli# dnoa ifhm 
fliey eerred, had notified them of a ooi^ m tm oamp*. All 
were asleep^ save the brotherhood, who were engaged at thia 
solemn hour m the bimat of their deind; Om had deeeaHy 
sewed a shroud, his own best gamente fbnaing the matertah, 
and enwrapprd the body Aerein. One had uuide a head- 
board, the gate of his wagen Ibnushing him with a proper 
{ank, and by the li^t of his hst eaadfe, had neatly engmved 
ie name, and age, and Masenie ieharaeter of the deeeaeed, 
resting not his hand unlfi it had ^tim e^veatsd a slAhig eo)if 
of that Masonic symbol which should mark the resting-place 
of every Mason. A grave had been dug, east and west, 
deep enough to bury the remains far beneath the eye of 
mortal man. A procession was then formed. Two by two 
ihe wearied brothers interiocked tlieir arms, and walked 
slowly to the grave. The bri^t mooxdi^t glittered on their 
fronts, and revealed the Mascmic jewels, and the regalia, 
worn in honor of Laban Toluybb, as they had often before 
worn them in funeral processions at home. The body was 
lowered with fitting reverence. A roll, containing the name 
of the deceased, was cast upon it ; then the apron he had so 
often worn ; then the sprigs of evergreen, plucked from the 
shrubbery which abundantly adorns th^ ranges of the. Sierra 
Nevada. Heavy flat stones were next laid upon the corpse, 
that the ravening wolves might be disappointed of their death 
feast. And now, the solemn words of a Msison-prayer, 
broke the midnight sSence. Never will a member of that 
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tuMnl gnmp fcrget tb» flifSfing aeiiteiioet read that boat 
abo?e the remains of their Brother. For, at this instant, a 
band of Indiase, who had dog^ tiiem til the day, broke 
ont in a jeU that onrdled the blood of each hearer, and a 
wfikehl ytUej of anoira iraa fired upon them firom a neigh- 
boring fain. And then, the wd?ee, idfli their ^ttering eyes 
fixed npoQ die (Jear moon, bawled louder than be&re, while 
tut abofe them m the waft, eeidd be Been the snow peaks of 
Sierra Netada, as she h>oked down upon the miaoonstemed 
rites. . 

*<nnto 1|ie graye we redgn the body of ear deeeased friend, 
there to reMsn mkUl tiie gmeral resorreclion, in &Torable 
espeetation that his hnmortal soul may Aien partake of joys 
which haye bean prepared finr the righteous from the begin- 
ning of Hhe woilcL And may Almi^iy God, of his infinite 
goodness, at the grand tribonal of nnUased jnstiee, extend 
his mercy toward him, and all of ns, and crown our hope 
-nUk everlasting Uiss in t)ie expanded realms of a boundless 
laniity. This we beg for the honor of hjs His name, to 
whom be gloij toot efor and eTsr. Amen.'^ And from each 
Ml hsMPt there went npth»«loires y pass B oMOwnnn. 
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1 TAU Of INDIAN THOW 
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'TlM Motr, Hm Hindoo, the wiadoiiiip TiihwatHte, a^, ovwi tkt JM 

WM of die foreft, has koeU hninhly At oar altivf, and acbiowlodgod 
tii6 hmnaniihig inflmnoeB of l^^reemuoD^."-— [£!x6tic< >kn m Mmmt 

GHAPTEB IIB8T. 

Texba were hnrry and disorder in the public square of 
Catesbj, oonfiision and terror in its dwellings. The mormng 
meal was either unprepared, in the confusion of the hour, or 
if spread, was untasted bj those who had mingled with the 
multitude around the court house. Women with diaheVell^ 
hair and garments all disarranged, men half clad, barefoot 
and laden heavily with the weight of children, children 
snatched from their little beds and screaming at the top of 
their voices at the unaccustomed bustle— fiuch were the 
objects thaf fiDed the western roads to Catesby and spread 
consternation, ri^t and left, as thej came. Every few 
minutes some horseman would dadi furiously by, scattering 
the mud in the faces of pedestrians, and almost brealdng his 
heart with shouts of j&KKofM, .£id(an«, as he came to the sub^ 
of the town. The great beQ in the Presbyterian chuch was 
rolfing and plunging, and rocking about in a most unheard-of 
manner, confounding all its voices into one stunnmg din of 
alarm. The old Sexton, Waifer, whose soul had been buried 
for many long yean in the concavity of that beU, and whose 
boast it was that it made no signals without a rational 
explanation (he was tyler of the masons' lodge in Catesby, 
widch fidly accounts for his stubbornness in this particular) 
had just been carried home a cripple for life, from a fidl got 
by holding on spasmodically to the big rope, as the heavy 
bell made a sudden gyration. Evidences of terror and the 
effects of finght, in many instances ludicrous enouf^, wer« 
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tkible all aroimd. The bank olei^, Mr. Shaw, had left 
hii desk with untold bills lying within the yanlt, and the 
vault unlocked. The conniy recorder, Esq. Williams, whose 
book oaies ooittained the land titlea of the wkole'coanly, and 
whose boast it was that he lived, ate, slept and would die in 
the apartment whlcb contained them, ran thonghtlessly out, 
the room aU unfastened and the records exposed. Boyett, 
wkoae livwy ftaUe was tiie pcide of the plaee, permilled ids 
horses to gnaw the manger, nnpreeedented neglect, and to 
whinney unnoticed for better food, while he tiie negligent, 
stood with open montli drinkii^ in the frightful news as water. 

And troly the news were frightful, sufficiently so to justify 
any amount of consternation- For the Indians, who were in 
pay of those liberal employers, the British, had made a 
sudden fomy across the river the night before, and not only 
eaptored much valuable property and destroyed much more, 
but left fearful evidences of their blood-thirst in the show of 
eleven corpses, parents, grand parents, and seven children of 
the Colter fiunily, aU sUin and scalped by their infernal hands. 
And aU this had happened once the going-down of yesterday's 
son, and within five miles of the town of Oatesby I 

Various reports, some of them highly exaggerated and 
absurd, were brought in by the country people. Those who 
lived £urthest from the scene of action, and consequently 
knew the least of the matter, made up in ingenuity what they 
wanted in U^t The moat reliable informaticm was from M 
widow Bruson, (commonly called styled Granny Grant) who, 
living near neiglhbor to the Colters, was the first to discover 
the aavi^ges, and to lode at this displi^ of their ferocity* 
She described it as a piteous spectacle. ^^ The aQduman 
(old woman) had never crawled out of her bed for sevenlong 
year with the roomatty (rheumatism,)'' she said, << and the 
tamal fants (phantoms) bad akulped her as she lay, artor 
they'd knocked ttie leetle sense the poor creetur had all 
oatener (out of her). SGss (Mrs.) Coulter had lout the 
devils like a she painter (panther) twell (until) all the meat 
was hacked olfen her anas. The broom she'd cotohedup was 
chopped in two with their cussed tomahawks. The old man 
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laj onlen (outdde) the door vUh his head clean df . AejM 
called him oaten his bed, seems like, and when he poked 
his head out to see who was there, they tack it SBsacik off at 
the neck. Bat the most dismaUest thing e?er yon seen, since 
the Lord made joa, was the childer^ (children). Seven 
sweet, preeioitth— " Here the old lady's wllliered cheeks were 
bathed in a tonrent of tears, answered by hondreds of Hkum 
who stood aroond. ^^ Seren sweet, precknis babies, whe^d 
come to my cabin only yesterday, to bring poor old granny a 
gonrd of milk— all of 'em' dead in a^ row— close by the' 
fire-place — soalpedr^liittlo Mar/* arm reand her firtn 
brother's nedc." 

Sofih a tale aa this, told in the public sqaare of Catesby 
to five hnndred people, was no everyday aAdr. 

Bat now a more cheerfol cry was heard, ^' Major Hodges 
is coming," and apon the back of it, the noise of bn^^ and 
dram and the clattering ef a troop of hotse gate simiftg 
token that something beyond groana and tears ought be 
anticipated* 

The doaghty Migor had received intelHgence of the 
massacre a little after soimse, and so cpiek were his movements 
that within two hoars, be had collected about thirty of hk» 
neighbors, moonted them, called oat thedrammei* and bnglei' 
of his re^ment and was here at Oatesby, eqaipped and 
provisioned for marchbg agamst the^savages. A trefoendous 
shoat from the crowd acknowledged hss alacrity, and his seal 
that morning was remembered afterwards at the polls when 
the Major changed the cok>r of his feather and donned a 
general's muform. 

In war time, and espedally upon the frontiers, no man 
waits for orders or a commission. A very short period 
sufficed for the Major to open a rendeavoos for volonteeM 
and to arrange a plan by which loor scouting partiee of twenty- 
five men each should follow up the Indian trafl. The Major 
himself headed one of the parties and the number of hb 
mess was soon filled up. 

Archimedes Dobrot the town tailor, a fiunous Indian fighter 
who had been at the River Bsasin, and nearly lost his sos^ 
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irith the rest, headed the second ; and he too was forhmate 
enoag^ to fill the ranks ifithoat difBculty. The ihird and 
fenrth companies were not so snccessfuly although an abundance 
cf patriotio speeches were made^ enough one would haye 
thou^t to put the war spirit mto a snail. 

EjTuptos, the attorney, a splendUd epeaker, a ten hour man, 
mounted the stump in person and was &8t inclining public 
opinion towards the volunteering point, when his eloquence 
was suddenly checked by the propositieii of an impertinent 
fellow in the crowd, an enemy of his, who offered to go as 
vehmteer and take his three sons with him, if he, Kruptos, 
would go too. This disgusting proposal was unworAy of 
reply, and Kruptos retired amidst the jeers, it must be 
confessed, of the whole square. 

The first and second parties got off shortly after noon. 
The third contriyed to fill its ranks by help of certain spirituous 
atimali well known to all recruiting sergeants, and that also 
dashed off in the direction of the river anxious to compensato 
for the delay. The fourth company had scarcely a half a 
doien members by sundown, and so much coolness in 
Yolunteering was evident, that there was even a talk of 
desisting from farther trial. But tins was not so to be. The 
.cowardly detormination was changed by the timely arrival of 
Bobert Gamarson who had heard, lato in the day, of the 
danger, and has toned to town on the wings of the intelligence. 

TbiB young gentleman was fiuniliar with everybody in 
Catesby, as appeared by his shaking hands with one half the 
crowd, and caJling the others by name. He was a stout, 
well-built individual, of some five and twenty years of age, 
possessing a bland look and one of those fortunate voices, 
thatt without being absolutely musical, pleases every ear, 
and makes its possessor popular, if only for lus tongue's sake. 

He was welt*bred, and moved amongst the crowd as first 
among his equals, using such language as betokened a 
polished education, althou^ not untinctured with the localiiBms 
of the borders. His dress like his manners was gentlemanly 
but not finical ; the material being costly, while the make was 
«ountrjfied and plain. He was furnished with an elegant 
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Bword, holster pistob, and gun, and rode the best horee*-s« 
said Boyett, and he ought to know for he had owned him 
three times — the best horse in the country, bj twenty dollars. 

That he had come fully bent upon volunteering, oould be 
known by his preparations, and the first words he uttered, 
'^ Keep a vacancy for me. Captain Webster, for I am gmg 
with you, if you will take me.'' 

Accompanying him were two others, Mr. Socrates Ely and 
!Gm, whose surname no mortal being knew. 

The former had graduated in the same college class with 
Robert Camanon, and being disposed to literary pursuits had 
gone west and olfored his services in various quarters as a 
school teacher. Strange to say, he had failed in every 
application, and always on account of the same cause, his 
hand'Writing. It must be confessed that his pen-marks were 
mysterious ones, and might, some of them, have puizled 
ChampoUion himself^ had it been in his day, to solve them* 
But it certainly argued a poor appreciation of literary valor, 
on the part of school trustees, to reject a polished scholar, 
(a curiously wrought stone) and an estimablo ' gentleman, 
merely on the account of his penmanship. But so they did, ' 
and Socrates Ely, A. M., after spending all his loose change 
in a vain search for employment, gladly accepted Robert's 
inritation to come and live with him, and there he had 
remained ever since, studying Euclid by day, and Homer by 
night, and laying a thousand plans for immortality. 

Mr. Ely had volunteered merely to accompany his college 
chom, and knowing so little of sword and gun, he might as 
well have brought a deacon's rod fr(»n the Lodge room, as 
the old Queen's arm musket that he had balanced painfully 
upon his shoulder, to the great detriment of his overcoat. 

Tim, the nameless, was a block altogether of a diflkrent 
pattern, being to trades and callings what Socrates Ely, 
A. M., was to Bcience-^a universal adept. It was said« 
that he became a Freemaaon to find out something abom 
Hiram, the widow's son, who, the Bible informs us, was a 
goldsmith, silversmith, iron founder, brass founder^ stone 
mason, carpenter, spinner, weaver, dyer, tailor, and latt ef 
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ill, efigvftTer, Tim was bom ^rith % jaok-knife m his huuL 
He had flenred apprentiee to nine trades (three meatha to 
eaoh), and in eyeij iaatanoe, ezeelled his maiter in praeticol 
skill befoie hie tune was out. He bed made a fiddle at 
twelve years old; a eopper b«g|a al fifteen; a wi^ob^ out 
and outy weed and ifea, at twenty; taken oat eleven patenfB ; 
dug wells ; bnilt chimneys ; ereeted . heoses ; soldered tin 
ware; shod horses; mended clocks; punted signs, and 
baked confeciionexy. He had shaped a perfect model of 
king Solomon's temple, acoerdmg to the best authecities, and 
presented it to De Witt Oliaion, who pronooneed it Ae most 
ingeoiovs woric of art he had ever seen. 

Km had enlisted in &e present call for yolnntoers merely 
because he had neyer helped to IdU a maa, and he felt that 
his edneation woold not be eenqrieted nntil he did. 

The aceesaion of these three, and the spirit^tirriiig oration 
made by Mr. Canarson, from the court house steps, soon 
reviyed the spirit of patriotism, and filled up tiie quarter 
hundred by dusk. As it had beeoooie so late in the day, it 
was agreed upon, by all hands, that the company should now 
separate, to meet again ^proatpOy at sunrise, armed and 
equipped for mardiing: and so the nmltitade broke up, 
exhausted by the day's excitement. 

Let us follow Bobert Oamarson, whom we haye installed 
as the hero ef our tale. 

After a supper hastily eaten at tiie public inn, he might 
haye been se^i immediately afterward, wending his way to 
the well-known residence ol Mr. Baldridge, father of Mise 
Josephine Baldridge, idiose hand Bobert had bespoken for 
die dance of life some months before. This annotmcement 
will cennnse our readers, at the yery outset, that we haye no 
loye tile for ttieir amusement; the loye scenes, the tender 
queatian, tbe blushing reply, tiie extatic thanks, the nghs, 
the smiles, and the gripe— all flieee time-faonored landmarks 
in loye's Er^onasonry, had been carefully preseryed, and the 
parties had made suitable proficiency in this first degree of 
the mystories j^eparatory to that of the second, or ih^ 
m m i tlf bip degru. Among that cool and deliberate porti<m 
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•f <rar popoIati<m that £ye nearest the North pole, it ii 
maintained^ that at least six months ought to elapse between 
these two degrees; nature herself has pointed out Hie interral 
tothetidid. 

The love aiUr, flien, between Robert and Josephine, will 
not detain us long in the recital. 

The former, after a rapid walk to Bfr. Baldridge's dweB- 
ing-4f the reader oyer visits Oatesbj, he will recogniie it 
hj the green posts in tfie portico— -rapped at the door wiih 
loTo's own rfgnal, the latter kindly acting as his conductor, 
answered it, and admitted him; a certain cereoiony of 
reception was gone tiirough with, only understood by the 
initiated, and Aey neyer, never reveal it; and then the 
a^licaat was led to the very sanctum of the dwelling— the 
parlor — and into the presence of the family. 

When Mr. Camarson stated the object of his visit to 
Gatesby, there was, at fir^t, a profound silence. Josephine 
turned pale, and looked as though she would like to dissuade 
her lover from his warlike purpose. . If this were her huten* 
tion, howeyer, it was forestalled by an encouraging remark 
from her fiithec, who congratulated Robert on his intention. 
^^ It wae the duty of every young man,*' he said, ^* to eome 
forward at such a crisis as this. Had his knee suffered lum 
to mount a horse, the cowardly youn^ters who filled the 
square to-day, mi^t bare clung to their mothers' petticoats, 
and be would have volunteered himself. He would hare 
been half-*way to the riyer vrith that brave Major Hodges. 
The trashy boys, the chuckle-headed babies"— and here a 
sudden coug|i interrened to close &e sentence. 

Much judicious advice was then added, as to the best 
course for a scouting party to pursue ; f<v the old gentlemaa 
had been a Toluntee): under Mad Anthony Wayne, and he 
knew an about it: and then the family retired, leaving 
JosepUne and her lorer to the uninterrupted use of the 
parlor. A lover's lodge, in the first degree, was opened 
forthwith. But it is improper to make a written reeord 
of the proceedings. It is enough for the reader to know 
that these two lovers had been well instructed to keep the 
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work of each degree to itself, and they goyemed htemselyes 
accordingly. 

Being about to part, the yonng ladj, with many a sigh, 
and tear, presented a token to her loyer, and bade him wear 
it for her sake. She said: ^^It was the property of poor 
Aleck (her deceased brother), and was taken from his body 
after that horrid accident. I know that yon were members 
of the same Lodge, and I feel that this drcnmstance will 
impart to it a doable yalue in your eyes. You are going 
upon a dangerous service, dear Robert, and must take good 
care of yourself on my account. Bemember, you are not 
your own, for I have accepted you — a poor baargain, I am 

giire :" itie young lady was making a hysteric attempt at 

^^_(( 1^ poor bargain—- and— Hknd— -but never mind my 
nonsense, dear Robert, only take good care of yourself, for 
jou are all — all'' — here ^e prepositions and conjunctions 
were strangely neglected. *^ I shall expect to see you back 
in a week or two ; and whenever you look at poor Aleck's 
breastpin, think of— think of— no matter for the rest." 

The breastpin was simply a golden square and compass, 
manufactured by that Tubal Cain of a fellow, Tim, who had 
made it for Alexander Baldridge, while the latter was 
Worshipful Master of the Catesby Lodge. 

To his hotel, Robert now returned, to find Mr. Socrates 
Ely still dtting up, poring over his Homer, although the 
hour was the very earliest in the morning, and Tim, who 
had just finished a handsome lion-headed riding whip, 
expressly for the campaign. 

Promptly at sunrise, the cavalcade assemUed and set 
forth. The day's hard riding took them more than fi>rty 
miles from Catesby, and to the camp of Major Hodges' 
party, who had preceded them on the march the day before. 
Here they learned that the Lidians, under a noted chief, had 
crossed tiie river in much greater force than had been at 
first supposed, and had done immense mischief in various 
settlements on the route. Many parties of the whites had 
been formed to reconnoiter, and, if prudent, to attack them ; 
and nearly half the regiment of the Blues was out endeavor* 
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ing to uiieroepfc them in their retnni route. The news w«re 
atirring, indeed; and the Catesby oompanies joined campi 
together that night, fblly antidpatrng, before another, tc 
meet the saragei in battle. 

It IB a thrilling Bcene— one of these military enoampmenti. 
The large fires, whose scarlet hue contrasts forcibly with the 
thick shade of the forest, rendering it even more profoundly 
black in the comparison, presents one of the most brilfiant 
displays of coloring ima^able. The cheerfnl jest, mure* 
strained by the presence of stranger, or woman ; the broad 
opening of heart to heart, by the social influences of the 
occadon; the symbolic groupings of stars orer head; the 
mysterious Toices of the ni^t around; nothing in life's 
memory dwells longer on the mind of a child than an 
encampment scene; nothing is so jdeasantly recalled to 
memory, by the retired soldier, as his biyouao in the forest, 
when comxudes were cheerful, and good cheer abundant. 

The mess which Robert Camarson had formed for his 
own special accommodation, consisted of Tim, the artifieer, 
Ely, his old college comrade, and the two brothers, Ellison, 
his neighbors, egdb of a widow woman?— widowed by the 
pestilence of intemperance. These fiye had built a fire at a 
little distance from the rest, or rather, Tim had built it, 
while the others looked on his handy way with stares of 
admiration ; had cooked a bountiful supper, or rather, Tim 
had cooked it, while they assisted him with epthets com- 
mendatory; and they were now cosily sitting upon some 
seats that mgenious Tim had fabricated out of the limhe 
of the oaks tbat were meltmg into ashes before them. 

The conversation started with a jocular remark from one 
of tiie Ellisons, who had observed the square and compass on 
Robort's bosom. He thought that Bob was determmaUd 
that folks should know he was a Mason anyhow, for he 
carried his jewel on his breast. 

"And where else would you have a jewel worn?*' 
responded the indefatigable Tim, who was fitting a spare 
spring into the lock of Ely's musket — that essential portion 
of tiie mechanism having been abstracted from i* years 
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brfbre. ^ Wh«re abe bat on im breast $kmUd a FraeadUKa 
wear hia jeweb? Next to the heart ia the place, and if I 
amt fluataken, that 'a the veiy jewd that Aleck BaMrideo 
had m hia ahirt bpaom at the tiiae die coaoh load of 
paaaangan was drowned in Secoa'a riFer. I ought to 
know that jewel, seeing as how I made it; and if you'll 
pi^ss the lopver part of the aqnatv hard, youll learn soBoe* 
thing about it, Bob, that Joaepfaine henelf didn^t know of 
when ahe gave it to yeu.** 

SSa directiona were foUowed by Robert, the others orawdp 
kig avoind to aee the reaolt; and^ to the aetoniahmeiit ef 
everybody, &e square flew apart, and waa transfoniied into 
a perfeot doable trian^, on one side of which waa engraved, 
in mioroscopie characters, the name, age, and Masonie 
standing of the owner, and this passage of Scripture from 
3 Ofaronicles ii. 14 : ^^ lb jind out every device whick ekall 
be put to iim.^* On the other side, a number of Minnie 
aymbols, exquisitely executed ; the most prominent of which, 
waa the Mark Master's mark of the fabricator. 

^ Tes," pursued Tim, when the murmurs of surprise were 
hushed, ^^ I made that breast-jnu and intended it for Dewitt 
CImton, but when Aleck waited on me day and night, time I 
broke my arm, I gare it to him and fixed one up afterwards 
fer Clinton of another pattern. Aleck never knew of that 
seoret spring at all, for I meant to have my own fun out of 
Urn some day about it. But poor fellow, he was hurried 
wway to Ids laat account without a moment's warning. We 
<iseoYerod the bodies of tiM seven passengers in a drift below 
the fcrd, move than two weeks after ike accident. You 
eouldnH have told your father from your mothw, the bodies 
were so deeayed. But I pointed out Aleck's from the rest, 
fbr en hisbreaat was this jewel, and I knew it to be the jewel 
which I had given him as a token of gratitude." 

<« Tell us, Bob," inquired one of the Ellisons, ^< what's the 
rule for trying men who want to be Masons 7 Father used 
to say before he took to drink, that the Masons rejected him 
because he was one-legged." ''Ha,ha, ha," roared Tim^^^ a 
c>rje legged man a Mason ! why how on earth could he-— ha^ 
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ha, ba,— how oould such a ma&^-thftfc's too good-a jcdce I ba, 
ha, ha I I think I see him ——-" 

** Eyery person desiring admisaioni" said Ely, quoting from 
memory out of the aacient constitation of Masonry, ^^ every 
person desiring admission mnst be opright in body, not 
deformed or dismembered at the time of making, but of hale 
and entire limbs, as a man ought to be/* 

^' If yon really wish to know our rule,*' replied Bobeii, 
<« our published books gite it dearly enou|^. The ancient 
writer who spoke of a sound mind in a sound body, gave our 
Masonic model with great Exactness. Many a fine house has 
a despicable tenant, while many a noble soul dwells in a hovel. 
Now, while Masonry is too much of the building art to endure 
the shabby cabin for a dwelling, she is quite too nice to accepi 
the finest temple unless the god therein dwells." 

^^ Fact," pursued Tim, speaking with Ids mouth full of gun 
screws, ^- fact, I knowed a man once down on the Olean who 
was said to have been rejected nine times because he had 
such a d— 1 of a temper. The Masons didn't believe they 
could control him and yet be was the richest man in the 
place. I'm told he swore he'd get up a poUtical party some 
day a purpose to break down Masonry and have his revenge ; 
but he can no more injure it thaa this rotten old lock can 
injure my new spring." At the word snap went the steel, 
affording a most unfortunate pomt to his illustration and occu-^ 
pying all his attention for the remainder of the sittbg to 
remedy it.* 

In another hour all was still in the soldiers' camp, [pie 
sentinels walked drowsily to and fro in the paths or paused to 
lean against some favoring tree, and snatched a hasty doze. 
The sky began to cbange. Muttmngs of distant tiiunder 
mi^t have been heard in the re^on of the south. The wind 
arose. The voices of the lught were all absorbed in the roar* 
ings of the blast that portended a storm. The sentinels, widely 
wakened by the disagreeable prospect, roused up the whole 

*Tlii0 snaedote and Tim't prophetic omen will recall to tlie mind of the i» 
fcimed reader the circnmetancee that led to the antimaaonic warfare of 1880-9| 
Many a threat of extennination preceded ihe balefal attack. 
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camp to prepare for it. There were no tents, it being a 
cavalry scout, and the only thing that could be done was to 
stake down the blankets in the best position to afford a shelter, 
heap heavy wood on the fires, &nd await the result. But this 
preparation was in vain. The gusts increased in violence, 
tearing away the frail shelters and bearing them far above 
the tree-tops, and scattering the fire brands as chaff. TheE 
the heavy fall of decaying trunks shook the ground, and the 
volunteers felt tliat a hurricane was approaching them dry 
riiod. All around was as the darkness of the land of Egypt, 
a thick darkness that might be felt. 

The pitying stars had withdrawn their rays, unwilling to 
look down upon such a scene of devastation. The weaker 
branches firom the forest trees fell thickly on every side, 
threatening both limb and life. A minute longer, and the 
tempest broke in its fury. Fortunately for the safety of the 
encampment, the centre of the gale passed a few hundred 
yards below them, but the elemental force on the edge of the 
current was a fearful index to the whole. Those who had not 
taken the precaution to shelter themselves behind the larger 
trees, were dashed violently to the ground and grievously 
stunned. The horses suffered severely from the fall of 
boughs, and several were sO mangled that their owners in 
mercy despatched them. Major Hodges had a leg broken, 
others were hurt but in a lesser degree. 

The duration of a hurricane on land is rarely long. In 
another hour the frightened party had coUected agam to 
compare their losses and as far as possible repair damages. 

!nm, who amidst his other amusements had practiced sur- 
gery, proceeded briskly to set the broken bones, and then 
manufactured for himself a blanket cap in place of a hat blown 
clear away. I^res were rekmdled, wet garments dried, and 
by daylight the encampment was agam lost in deep. 
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CHAFTEB SECOND. 

A oiJffP of yolnnteere presents many queer scenes, and they 
haye been worthily described by yarions pens.* There is a 
bouyancy of spirits that exhibits itself when the restraints of 
society are first taken off, that runs out into pranks and 
humors of all sorts. No where is the gSt of a jester so well 
appreciated as in a camp. No where do broad jokes meet 
such immediate and ample reward. Although in the process 
of time this becomes sufficiently wearisome, and camp life 
tedious and eyen disgusting, yet it must be confessed that at 
the outset there is a sparkle in the cup enchanting to the 
noyice. 

A few days brought together the four scouting parties that 
had gone out from Gatesby, together with many other com- 
panies of yolunteers, and a regular officer to command them 
in the person of Colonel Allingg. A skirmish or two had 
occurred in which the sayages had been defeated, and so 
completely were they interrupted on their return route, as to 
lose all their plunder and turn them near a hundred miles 
down the riyer in their endeayors to cross. 

The plan of campaign announced by Col. Allings was a bold 
one and like that of Jephthah, Judge of Israel, against the 
Ephramites, contemplated the extermination of the marauding 
party. Boats had been procured in abundance which he had 
loaded with the best of his men, and sent down to guard the 
more usual crossing places (as the fords on the riyer Jordan 
were guarded by Jephthah's picked men,) and one party of 
the most experienced yolunteers was now to be stationed on 
the oppoate side in the enemy's country. In this latter 
enterprise, by fiur the most dangerous, our fiye friends were 
placed. Col. Allingp had been a staunch friend of Mr. Car- 
narson, the father of Bobert, and being rejoiced to see his 
promising son in the campaign, at <moe made him commander 

"^ByDODe more worthily than by Bn>. Geo. C. Farber, late of Germantown, 
Tean.. now of CalUbmia, in hia excellent wirk, The TweWe Montli^ Vohm 
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of this detftchm^t. Being authorized to select his own men, 
out of the whole body <^ volunteers, now increased to a 
thousand, Robert invited aU the members of his own mess, 
and such others of his acquabtance as he thought best quali* 
fied for the duty. It must be acknowledged, however, that 
such a man as Socrates Elj, A. M., who had never fired a 
gun in his life, was not the most judicious selection for Indian 
fitting, and so Col. Allings observed when introduced to hun ; 
But Robert felt unwilling to leave him among strangers^ 
especially as he had deserted his books and volunteered at the 
first, purely for old finendship's sake. So he took him along, 
Homer, Euclid and all. 

A safe and speedy run down the current brought the 
detachment to the place designated. Here they carefully 
scrutinized the banks on their own side of the river, searching 
for any trails that would indieate that the savages had already 
crossed, but they found none. In a little creek, a few hundred 
yards firom the main stream, they discovered a large number 
of Indian canoes, carefully concealed, to be ready no doubt 
against the arrival of the marauders. These Capt. Gamarson 
ordered to be left untouched, and then his party crossed to 
the enemy's side, hid their own boats and awaited the coming 
of the foe. 

The solitude around Ihem was perfect, save when broken 
by the wing of some stray bird, or by an occasional step from 
a deer that, stealing out of the adjacent thickets, would walk 
timidly to the water's edge to drink. The poffition occupied 
by the rangers was on a group of smaJl hiHs that overlooked 
the river for several miles in either direction. Down one of 
the slopes to the river ran a war-trail well marked, that struck 
out towards the body of Indian settlements and gave evidences 
of active use in the present campaign. Opposite, on the 
southern side of the river, was a peninsula around which the 
river curved m one of those graceful figures which mi^t 
have pven rise to the first Masonic idea of the Arch : it was 
on the upper nde of this peninsula that the small creek 
emptied, aiaidst whose long flags were concealed, the canoes 
for the war party. 
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For seyeral hours the eyes of the laost ezperienMd bordAraci 
Med to detect any aig&als that would imi^ the jHe^esenee 
of man; but % few minutes before Buittet a smoke wai 
obaeired on an enHnenee nearly opposite, (Jerendah 4, ,) 
and one of the party, <dd Sfike Hayersy inatuitly deolared, 
«< tbey*se eoioun' boys^-^e'Il hare 'em here afore mkbi^t !" 
As tilers was doubtieis some comawmioatioB by mesDS 
of tiie signal between the warriors oppoaite, and their 
friends at hone, prudence dictated thai the rear of the volan- 
tews should be guarded lest an attad: fran Ihat quarter should 
confuse aU their own plans and the sfdder be caught ib his 
own toib. This duty was committed to old liGke, who with 
Bome ten others, was ordered to station himself at such pointa 
on the hills around, that no savage could poenbly approach 
the main body without being discorered* We shall presently 
see how^thie important duty was performed. 

Provisions were now paraded, which the party ate cold and 
hastily. The boats that had brought the wUtes down the 
river, while they were now still more carefully concealed^ were 
likewise placed under vi^laat guard. 

As soon as it was dusk, the whole company, save the two 
detached parties already mentioned, came down to the bank 
and stationing themselves, some behind trees, some flat upon 
the ground, they awaited the coming of the foe. 

They were not long held in suspense* About nine at night 
a plashing of paddles was heard from the middle of the river, 
and then as if by enchantment, the whole fleet of canoes, 8<xne 
ten in number, came out into the soft starlight about fifty 
yards from shore. ' The plan of surprise developed by Capt. 
Caraarson was simple, yet promised success. The whole party 
of savages was to be permitted to land and to draw up their 
canoes on the shore, before a movement was to be made on 
the pert of the whites. Then a general volley, announced by 
tbe firing of his own pistol, was to be the ngnal for a chosen 
party of twenty to rush upon th^r canoes and secure them. 

Another party would likewise be in readiness to spring 
down at the same moment, and attack the Indians with toma- 
haiAa^ IB the use of which they were equally expert with tha 
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sa^vftges tiiemBelreB, while the remamder oontinaed on the 
bank to prevent the enemy fr(»n passing into the interior. All 
this was to prove the shibboleth of their destmction. 

The fleet, laden heavily with the Indians, had got within a 
riiort distance of Hie shore, so near tiiat the forms of the men 
who wielded the paddles could be distingoished, when suddenly 
a pause was made, and at one impulse every canoe shot back 
into the darkness. 

It appeared that some alann was suddenly conceived by the 
savages and they halted in the river and consulted together in 
low tones as to the cause. As this moment one of Caxnarson's 
party, without any orders from his superior, made a loud noiae 
imitating the snort of a buck when suddenly disturbed. The 
Indians were re-assured by this expedient and a general laugh 
went through the canoes, excited as much at the comicality of 
their fright as at the near prospect of a return to home and 
safety. Nothing further occurred to alarm them, for they 
landed, drew their canoes upon the bank as had been antici- 
pated, and began to mount the acclivity. But now the deadly 
signal was given by Capt. Camarson, and answered with a 
roar oi firearms. More than fifty guns were discharged as a 
single piece. 

In the height of this consternation the poor savages found 
a score of white men amongst them, hacking them down on 
every side without mercy, while others jumped into their 
canoes and paddled them off, thus destroying every chance of 
escape. Vainly they endeavored to defend themselves. Too 
greatly outmatched by numbers even had they not been worn 
down by the &tigues of the campaign, and their nerves un- 
strung by surprise, they melted away as snow. Vunly they 
endeavored to ascend the bank and escape. Showers of balls 
were rained upon them from above, swords and hatchets clove 
asunder the skulls of those who succeeded in mounting up the 
first bank, while loud cries of scorn and hatred from the 
whites showed them that their enemies were numerous and 
unrelenting. The party which at the landing consisted of 
seventy or more, was fast fallmg, and yet no serious loss had 
occurred to the whites, when suddenly the tables were turned 
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aad a new feature added to the bloody picture. Old Mike 
Hayers, who, as the reader has ahready learned, had been 
ordered to gnard against an attack from the rear, had posted 
bis men most judicionslj, and for seyeral hours had remained, 
according to orders, silentlj listening for tokens of the Indians' 
approach. Becoming weary of snch dnU work at last, he had 
bonroifed a canteen from one of his detachment and, the old 
man having a confirmed appetite for strong drink, and having 
never learned the speculative use of the compasses (although 
he was a carpenter by trade,) had indulged quite too freely in 
die ardent draught. 

The effect of this had been to put him first into a drowsy fit 
which caused a shameful intermission of his vi^lance, then 
into profound sleep. The party seeing nothing of their com- 
mander, who had lain down under a thick bush, supposed he 
was gone in towards the river, and when the firing commenced, 
having no person to restrain them, each left his post and hurried 
to the scene of action. This disobedience of orders proved 
hi^y disastrous. 

A large party of Indians answering the signal of smoke firom 
the other side, had left their village to meet their retum^g 
comrades and welcome them home. They had discovered the 
scouts under charge of Mike Havers, and as it were intuitively 
comprehended the whole plan of ambuscade. It was too late 
for them to remedy it, for just as the chiefs were consulting 
how they should warn their comrades of the impending danger, 
the noises at the river side announced that the attack had 
been made. But now the faithless scouts ran in to share the 
battle, and the whole Indian party followed close behind. So 
it happened in the very height of the confusion while the 
aitention of the whites was turned towards the river, more 
than two hundred Indians charged upon them in the rear. 

An attack of this sort is doubly dangerous to the attacked 
parfy. None are so overwhelmingly surprised as those who 
are engaged in surprising others. Herefore whenihe sav- 
ages, with yells infernal as those of fiends, and with all the 
desperation of vengeance hurled themselves into the strife, the 
Erst impulse of the rangers was to rush to the boats, regardl 
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of honor or comHiaiid& The compaa j seni io Moure the 
Indian canoea behared manfully enoagh. Thej had not 
shared the consiemation of their firienda upon the abore, and 
they bnaed ihemaelvea in pioking ap those who had jumped 
into the riyer and saved many ftam, dvowning* Bnt of the 
larger number, vho ran like cowards to the beats, many were 
overtaken and killed ; the rest pushed off firom shore nor 
stopped to enquire as to the issue of the battle imtil they 
reached the opposijbe nde. Capt. Caniaia<m who had exerted 
himself to stay the dastards, remained with three ol four 
others, bravely contending against a hundred of the fi>e. But 
the strife was too unequal. Their veapons were dashed from 
their hands and all of them made prisoners. Within twenty 
minutes after this catastrophe, all was over. The wounded 
whites had been killed and scalped, and their corpses thrown 
mto the river. The bodies of the Indians both hving and dead, 
were placed upon litters made of the sapling trees and carried 
inland. A faint sound from the other side met the ears of 
the despairing captives as they were driven along that war- 
path with their arms bound psdnfully behind them, to meet a 

certain death. 

• ••••• 

The various scenes connected with Indian life have been 
too frequently described in history and fiction to call for the 
ud of our pen. It is known that only one door of escape waa 
ever opened to a prisoner, that was the possibility of his being 
selected by some parent who had lost a son in battle and who 
clsdmed to adopt him in the place of the dead. But no suoh 
door was opened to any one of the four who stood bound to 
stakes at sunrise the next monung, awaiting the signal to die. 

In the center stood Robert Camarson. The loss of blood 
from severe cuts, the loss of sleep, and the inexpressible 
horrors of his condition had made deep marks upon his yoath- 
ful countenance through the fingering hours of the past night ; 
but his heart was yet strong and he felt that he could even 
die as became a man who professed fortitude to be one of his 
cardinal virtues. 

IBs thoughts were not there in thai Indian village though 
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hndreds jeOed aronsd him^ and iraraed to teil itMt 0j«i 
with his dying agonies. Th« j vere witii hn whcM «oft hiad 
had thrilled in his ; whose pure kiss ef betrotiud had Me«eA 
his lip ; who was even then aatidpatiiig fan speedty retvm. 
Then thej comprehended her, the aged mothei^-^&r he was 
the oaljr sen of his mother and the a widow^^-and haMt as ha 
recoUeeted her motherly trust that her pillar of strengdi was 
about to be broken^ aod that her gray hairs would soon gv 
down with sorrow to the grave. 

On his ri^t hand stood the unwearisd, ftilhfti), ingenious 
Tim. He had lost Us good ri|^ aim, skilled in all tti* 
mechanism of man's hand, by the stroke of the' tomahawk, 
and the great flow of blood therefrom had enfeebled him and 
left his countenance pale as the lambskin. But his spifits were 
buoyant, his y<uce was steady aod he made his remarks upon the 
scenes and circumstances around him wi& as much imeoncem 
as though he was but a virit^ to the awful drama about t6 be 
acted. The manner in which the Indians kindled their fii« 
by rubbing pieces of wood together ; the complicated knot-^ 
tied in the hickory bark that fiastened him to the stake ; the 
syuilx^ representations made by paint streaks on their naked 
bodies ; the songs,— ^ese and many other things aroused hni 
euriodtf and afforded him a fund of improrement. 

The other two eaptires were strong men, and had been 
engaged in many a dangerous combat, but the j were totelly 
unmaxmed now. They could have met death at the rifle's 
mouth unffinchingly ; nay even the disgraceftil eord would not 
have presented overwheloung terrors to them, but the burning, 
Ae burning aUvej and the untold tortues that were to precede 
eren the first appficaiion of fire— these were the things fliat 
shook them, and big tears fell upon the ground at their feet sa 
they shudderingly contemplated their fate. 

The large number of scalps gained in the campaagfi and 
those won on the preceding night, were now brought fbrward 
suspended upon eedar hmghf, and were shaken triumphantly 
in die (aces of the prisoners. They were of all sizes, of both 
sezes^ of all hues, from the scanty golden hairs of the precious 
sue torn from its mother's breast, Ui the frosty k)cks that Ymk 
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lowed kononJUj OFer tlie hnmu of age. TUe ornel ui 
elkited fredi groens firom die two monmen, a serere lode 
from Boberty and a remark ftom Tim that ** the bloody tlungs 
were Tillaiiioinly manned in the loalpingw'' 

A danoe wae now performed, eaeh ae mi^t fitly have 
aooompanied the vile or^ea of Baal Poor, daring which erery 
sentiment of natire ferocity, obecenity, and hatred that the 
heart of man can ezpreM by words end geetares, was intro 
dnced. 

And now the tortures commenced. We will not harrownp 
sensitiTe feelings by relating them. When a mere boy we 
expreoed our opinion that snch details are only calculated. te 
harden readers' hearts, and the observation of maton^ yeais 
bat confirms us in the belief. Let it suffice to say that the 
two strong men whose tears and terr<»« pointed them out to 
the delighted saTages as proper objects for an ingenuity of 
torture, died at laH, They died, after every unapned means 
of inflicting pain had been exhausted ; after the sensitiveness 
of human nerves had been so blunted by knife, pincers, and 
fire, that the victim could stand up and look calmly on and 
see his own frame dissected limb by limb as a piece of ma- 
chinezy in which he felt no longer an interest. They died ; 
and now the unwearied savages turned to the other two. 

^* Sure enough. Bob, it's our turn now and no mistake," 
i^Merved Tim, to his companion. ^* Now's the time to brace 
up, for the storm's coming. This fire is like to be as bad on 
us as the Great limekiln* was to the Jews. You see a man 
can bear anything when he has got to. Them fellows who 
took it so hard at first found they could stand it. Let's take 
it, Bob, just like a dose of medicine. Dei^ has been grap- 
pled with before, end you and I know that we must all die 
some time." 

^^ Yes, my dear brother," responded his friend, tUs is no 
new lesion to us, but don't forget, GKm, the assurances we also 
have, that these bodies shall live again. The savages may 
torture us and they may dismember us as they have done 

*Tke fr§at limekiln refen to the oonflagradon of King Sobmoii's Tampto 
eMflh was oo«pog«d in ptrt of narisle or Ummti 
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th«S6 poor fellows, and oar ashes may be scattered to the four 
urindS) but the AU^Seeing Eje shall behold them, the power 
of Ood shall collect them together again, and the lion of the 
tribe of Judah shall preirail to raise them from the dead m a 
more perfect pattern than now.'^ 

*^Sob/' enquired !Gm with an anxious look, ^^ do yon really 
think those painted devils have the same expectations of a 
future state that we have ? Can it be that the great Archi- 
tect of the Universe, whose workmanship is here displaying 
such miserable evidences of an immortsd soul within them, 
can it be that he will admit them into thd grand lodge above. 
Where and when are they to be prepared in heart T Fact is, 
Bob, I am getting dismal. Ify arm pains me so that I can 
hardly stand. I shall turn coward if I don't do something to 
strengthen my nerves'. Let's siilg a funeral song such as we 
last chimed around poor Aleck Baldridge. These Indians 
will give us some credit for it at all events. Join me, Sob,'* 
and then the brave fellow led off in in a bold manly voice the 
funeral hymn so often sung by the Masons at Catesby, and 
Robert Camarson added a cheerful voice to the words. 
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Wreath the moaming badge around-^ 
Brothers pause 1 a funeral sound ! 
Where the parted had his home, 
Meet and bear him to the tomh. 

Whfle they journey, weeping, slow, 
Silent, thoughtfU let i» go: 
Sflent*— life to hira is sealed: 
Tknig^itftil— death to him*s 



How his life-path has been trod, 
Brolhers, leave we unto Ghxl! 
Friendship's mande, love and Mk* 
Lend sweet fragrance e'en to death. 

Here amidst the things that deep, 
Let him rest, — his grave is deep; 

^AiK, "PUj^tt //ymn."— Maioiic Lraics No. 4, by tb« ftatbor. 



VmA hat tri^mpM; loTJag MniAi^ 
Cmuiq^ TtfB^ l|im from hit t«ii4>i 

B«t Um ^mUems that ire ihMreiv 
T^U lys then't a mightiey power, 
O'er the itareiig& of deaOi ^9^ heU« 
^ndah'i Lion ahall preTsiL 

Dut to dust, ti^e derl^ decr e e ■ 
Bool to God^ the booI is free: 
LeeTe him wiA the lowlj dein— 
BMlierB^ m Aett meet agmnl 

Wlnlc^ those SiQtes of mortality vere lio^ng thiaqij^ tba 
fhrefltft an4 coinfortiiig the deatlt-dopioed by theur ^yiobolii 
eh^f y ^e L;MliaDB stood by in profo'ao4 aitenoe, oeither inter* 
ropting ox seen^nglj impatient for the end. On tbe wabnrj 
tfaeir ferocions looks assomed an expression of delighted aaton 
ishment, and when the song was finished a munnar pf approTi^ 
we^t through the crowd. The white man's deathsong, albeit 
IJie. words were not understood, was supposed bj the sa^ragea 
to contain a synopsis of the eyent^ of his life and the hopee 
connected with his future state. 3uch are th^ lee^^ 
sentiments in the death-song of an Indian warrior. 

One of the tonnentors, the burly sayage who had been the 
most active in torturing the two prisoners just deceased, now 
stepped up to Tim, laid his tomahawk on Uie top of his head, 
shook him warmly by his remaining hand, uttered some words 
that seemed to express approbation of his heroism, and then 
brained him at ringU ikw* The act, though unexpected and 
horrible in itself, was neyertheless done in Idndness as a mark 
of the popular sentiment in his favor. 

A short time was speuit in mangling the remains of the poor 
fellow, and then the whole group dosed aiound Robert Car- 
narson, the last of thit dpom^ed. 

One ffilent prayer for strength ; one si^ fer the absent, a 
pledge of love and duty ; one hopeful thought of sins forgiven 
and a better world soon to be opened to him by faith in the 
Redeemer, and Robert resigned himself to death. 

It had been resolved upon by his tormentors that he should 
iufibr only by fire. Large piles of brushwood| botii green and 
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Arf » Wel« fh^nflM collected and lOApbi §sMSM hlfti. Ili 
€iid$ of dyy itibkes were skatpened and throsf; amoiig Ih6 6Mli 
tD be used ae brtttds fi>t tlie bu^yiig* 

The elothing WU l»h:i Off frMb hii k»wei> fiiAft*, Ibai Ifitf 
flesh ttiig^t he exported to ^et^^ degtee ef heat, ahd tlM laM 
aet tyfthe diMia eemi&eiieed. 

Abeady ihe tbifteB wefe 6e<^eliing l&a fe^t ; hh bteaih 1M 
Idready drawmg AMt and haxd in the rartfied almoephei^ ; a 
n^ating eotmd pped«keed hy a florw of Ueod tothe head waft in 
W eare, aftd like like Sayiotit- atnidst the fever of the Ctm^ 
Ae peer (Captive tnoaaed) Itkittt. Death itDpeaded, a&d th4 
tfocd ii^«9 phiMhig iteelf tb wkig Hb Sight aoudBl earage yelll 
aad ennAlliig flamee^ when a losd ahottt frotd the whole body 
ef I&dimie and tiie removal of tiie bamtng btudiwood, Aih 
nounced some chaage of plaa on the part of the foe. 

Tte msh of eeoler ahr retf ved Bobeft ; he breiilied iMra 
freely aiMl opened his eyeS. Before him stood ah Indkua 
eUef. He was dressed in aQ the gaudy tins^by of barbarian 
taetO) while streaks of paint inelegantiy arranged, made his 
eontenaMe beth Udeens and hidicrons. Upon his b^oad 
Sheet was SMpended by a leather ttiong, a masriTe gold esedai, 
ftm which gaael o«t the giDSS nmneaning features of otie of 
the Georges, King of England. 

ThefS was an e ipr ess i eti hi his eye and a dignity in his 
hiving and teyal voioe thaispoke of a man bom to rale. Th« 
eioef gtiMd mto the eye of Boberi Gamarson, and as the 
I«ikiiied while man returned bin nnffinohing^y, ^altoe fb^ 
g^SMe, he nodded kindly to him, and ealled ont in brobei 
BngliAy ** Good, good, white man braye-«white man bnm !** 

iThen trnmiag oS^ he signed to the tormetttors to proeeed 
irtfh Aeif tariEi. Bat ere he had witiidrawn, the li^t of the 
Marfng fiMe which had been broaght np to rekindle the pile, 
glMeed Icdl npon ths br^Mpm before spoken of, i^ich BeWrt 
had woM in Ida bowMn. 

The jewel had been hidden in the arrangement of Ids gir- 
ft«M tmiil thai iaslaat, so that Ihe savages had altogether 
overlooked it. Bnt as soon as the chief beheld it he torned 
bask wkh an air of eniiosity and laid his hand on it What 
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irw llie alvpiwe of Robert to aee bim as he beheM the symbofii 
eqnare «nd compan, soddeolj change hia proud fierce look 
to that of a gentle smile ; and then, strangest of all, to make 
a irign known only to those who have reoeived the intollectoal 
toeasuzes of Freemasonry.* Fettered as he was by his bonds, 
Robert could only respond to his fraternal salutation by words, 
«-4>y words well nnderstood bowerer to him who heard them. 

Ordering the other savages to a respeotfcd distance, the 
chief then proceeded to unclasp the breastpin and examine it 
more closely. New hopes of life now filled the heart of the 
doomed man, and reaohhig oat his hand as well as his condi- 
tion permitted him, he took the jewel from the savage, pressed 
the concealed spring and exhibited the dauiU triangle^ emblem 
of the Royal Arch degree* That-dUo iffa$ undeniood and « 
new tie was established between the parties. 
• It was but the work of a moment now to cut the green 
withes that had bound Robert to the stake, and then right 
through the center of the tribe passed the chieftain with his 
brother Mason, while a low murmur of iroderj trader y was 
heard from the crowd. This release, however it BMght have 
diappointed the savages, was received with perfect deference 
to the will of their chief, and so the life of Robert Gamaiaon 
was {Nreserved. 

In a redred wigwam the two Masons sat, unable to speak 
the language of each other, but each expert in that universal 
language which clearly conveys ilie sentiments of Broiherig 
Lo^e^ MMefj and 2Vut&, and teadies the primary virtues rf 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice ; and there 
they remained together without introdon until the sun went 
down. Bat what was said, and what was pronused, and what 
was done, is it not recorded on the pages of Masons' hearts ! 

The last rays of the setting luminary glittered on that 
Masonic breastpin, as Robert clasped it in ike chieftain's 
mantle, and left it there as a pledge to be redeemed some 
fature day. 

Aboot dusk a tremendous shout was heard in the camp^ a 

*It is well known that many of the Indian chie& in Um pay of Qfeat Biitaia 
we-'t maUe llasoni in the miUtavy lodgva coBseetPd with the Bofliah 
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anoiLer prisoner was aimoimoed. This was no other Ikaa Soo<» 

vatasSlj, A. M«, who had escaped the n^^ before by creeping 

mto m hoQow log, where he might easify have remained m:idis 

corered, bat for want of discretion in concealing his legs, and 

in controlling a remarkably loud snore which he indnlged in 

while asleep. Around his neck the savages had tied has 

bdoved Homer, companion in all his misfertones. 

Ely was bonnd hoiriedly to the stake, and the pincers, Md 

tte sharp insfcroments, and the blisterixig flames were all mad« 

ready for his torture, when a commimicalian between those 

Masox^brothers led to his release. Then the nide wigwam 

witnessed a reqmen between friends and an acknowledgment 

of favors receiYed that angels mig^t have beheld with delight. 
• •••••• 

We will not weary onr readers with farther acconnts of 
brotherly kindness ; their speedy restoration to their finends 
may be conjectured. Then followed the hapinness of many 
parties at tiie unexpected return ; weeds of mourning were 
thrown off, and the fittted calf was killed. The union between 
Robert and Josephine was not long delayed, and thus the 
second degree of Love's mysteries Vas happily consummated 
amidst the heartiest good wishes of all who knew them. In 
due time the third was announced in the birth of a lovely 
child, and when last we visited Catesby we heard General 
Camarson, now an old gentleman of sizty-4ve years, dedar* 
ing to his wife Josephine, a silver-haired lady only six years 
younger than himself, that 11m, the rogue, their grandchild, 
had been putting snuff in Mr. Ely's coffee, and he was afraid 
he should be compeUed to ^ve the darling a gentle castigi^tion. 

In the graveyard amongst old dilapidated monuments and 
neglected tombs is one, always in good repair, a path deeply 
marked around it by visiters' feet, in the pattern of a broken 
column on the shaft of which lies an open book. Poor Tim ! 
your body may be scattered amonggt the unnamed ashes of 
that sacrifidal spot, your spirit may have soared aloft on the 
sentiments of that hopeful hymn, but your virtues and your 
genius are indelibly written upon our memories. Peace to 



jMTiikiBt Ifoy thk feeble flfertto ddinetto ywp Awm 
tor Qoi ftil of its reward. 

One inadent fartker ve inll add. Abeut five yeen eftw 
the reaeve ve ha?e reoMrdedi a abong and ncUeJoddiig 
Li^aa entered ilie aetUementa, now at peaee,* enquiring for 
Bobert Garoaraen. It waa ibe Masom-ehief wbo bad eome to 
vaatore to hia brotber tiie braaa^in, ilie pledge of ibat fearfbl 
day. Mueh firatenal attention waa paid bim botb witUn and 
e«i of iba Ledge, and wben be retraeed hia path to Canada^ 
a large gdd medal waa presented hia on behalf ef the 
Haaonie body, inaoribed widi befitting ^Finbob) and witll 
tbaae appropriate worda : 

BioiHsiLT Loirv, Bauvf 9 Am Tmvb. 
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THB BASTBBIT STAB DBGKEES. 

AfiPBOaTVOUS MAB09BT. 

Thb fiye Androgynous degrees, combined under the aboro 
tifl«, are supposed to have been introduced into this country 
by Hie French officers wbo assisted our Qovomment during 
ibe struggle for liberty. The titles, JepMiaK% Daughter^ 
Buiij Either J Martha^ and Electa^ sufficiently denote the 
histories comprehended in the degrees. We have but little 
experience, on this continent, upon the general subject of 
Androgynous Masonry. The few, so called degree% common, 
especially m the southern portion of the United States, betray 
their juvenility and their American origin, too palpably to 
admit a yery hi^ astiinato ni their value. Of tiiese ^^ The 
Heroine of Jericho " seems to be tiie most andent;* after that, 
following, in the order mentioned : ^^ The Ark and Dove ; '' 
<«The Mason's Dau^ter;"* <*The Good Samaritan;'* ''The 
Maids of Jerusalem,'' and othen still more modem. Sut 
none of these will satisfy an intellectaal woman's desire for 
knowledge, or shed any U^t upon the past, or coovince their 
recipients of any peculiar da^ tiiey may poesesr upon the 
good will of Masons. But if we may believe those who have 
examined ''The five rays cf the Eastern Star," there tt 
fig^t, there is beauty, there %$ knowledge in each. 

The following eztraots from the paUUied Bitoal, translated 
into En^ish, are in point: 

" The Rsterhood of the Eastern Star is manifest to the 
world by its adorning virtaee-^^/fM. Honor iu bright lone- 
finessis the sanctitj end BMvel goarantee of all the obligations 
of tiie Eastern Star* TUi is read by the sifii^itened in tiie 
ciCbalistic motte ef theorder. f Upon that foundation (honor) 
stand the following pillars: — to he true; to he aiding; to be 

* It if SMrfbed Iv tiie ^emaicm'i VmMj lUgasiM to Ifir. Dsfid 
Sboda Idaad. 

t TM QiMtotfe oMtto f^bom rtfiwMd to^ ti V JL.T JLIi. 
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eounadii^; to he htnng; to be eeeret; to he the eervant of 
JesiM Ohriit. Sweet in its fragrance is the memory of the 
worthy dead. It oamee vp from the recollection of h^p^j 
hours past in their companionship ; it oomee down in faith's 
joyful anticipations of re-union in the home of the Sanour. 
The members of the Eastern Star will follow to the grare's 
brink the forms of those who hare preceded them to a world 
of glory/' 

The whole Bitual seems to be prepared in toiedom and 
beauty J and if we may beHeve what the enthusiastic Masons 
of Europe say concerning it, the advantage of etrenffth was 
not wanting in its organization. 

The following verses are offered by the writer as an humble 
testimonial of gratitude to those who kindly instructed him in 
the mysteries of tiiese beautiful Degrees : 

JEFHTHAH'S DAX7GHTBB.4k-nJi«^ 11.8iL 

VjlthbkI ilitiierl thsjoyfii wmutrd nmg^ 

1jo% gUd I come, with timlml and withdaiiool 
Hail, fiuher, haill thine arm in Qod wm ttrovg-I 
Hailf God of larael, Israel's ssre defence! 
Hosannal hosanna! 

nn lh» muutrd mmff, 

IMiflrl fiUherl Ab atimuh&i doMgkUr crwd^ 

What giief is this, wliat means that sign of wof 
Dust on thy headf thy gray haurs floating widet 
That look of honor on each soldier's browf 
Bewailing, bewailing^ 

Tfmt As domffiter criA • 

Silherl ihthart As mM dmiei mnd^ 

If thns Fa doomed, if thns tiiy vow has gOM^ 
Tom thon not baokl there's hope aaiidst the dsai, 
i^^Ns to As ptrjwni^^i thy wffl be dmiel 
Hosamm! hosanna! 

ThuM Asflimfai waUL 

lather! firtherl As datrnmi sns mmU^ ydh 

Be strong thy hand, be resolnte thy heartl 
Ts heaven's re-onion, I will joyfol look 
And with a Uessiing on thy head, depntl 
Fteewdl! ihreweU! 

Thm the domed cm 



* Aim, " ham Mvfc'* 11 Asoiric Lraics, Vb. 7. By tiie Aalfaor. 
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IteM MoAb*8 hula,, the stnnger cmbw, 
By toiTOir tried, iridowed hj death; 
BIm ocmMf to Jodtth'f goodly hoBMe* 
Led hf die Inutiiig hood of fidth: 
Te friends of God, a welcome lend 
The fiur and virtMiu Bath, to-di^ 
A eheeifbl heart and hand extend, 
And wipe the widow'f tean aw^j. 

8he lewfee her ohfldhood'i home; and all 
That tiraitiii, Mendi and parenti gam; 

The flowery fields, the lordlj hall, 
The green sod oVr ber hnsband^s gia ie ■ 
Te friends of God, a welcome lend, 4a. 

CBw leaTcs the gods her people own: 
Soulless and weak they're hen no moM; 

JsKDTAX, Ha is God alone, 
And Him her spirit wiH adore. 
Te friends of Hia, a welcome lead, 4« 

At Betfalehem*s gates, the stranger stands, 

All friendless, poor, and waataag rest; 
She waits the cheer of loTing hands 
And kindred hearts that God has Ueet 
Te friends of His, a welcome lead 

The fiur and Tirtoons Bath, to-day; 
A cheerfol heart and hand extend, 
And wipe the widow's tears away. 



E8THBB. t— AcAer, B. a 

Qinaai of Ptesia's bf«ad domata, 
Why this anguish and despairl 

HHmiiwg tears liiu falling rain; 
Sighs and words of hopeless pniytrl 

Boond thee stands a watting tnia. 
Wealth and beanty, rank and p ofwer— 

All to bring relief is rain, 
Qneen of sadness in tills hour. 

* Air, " Bonny Doon." MAsoiric Ltmc*, N; 8. By tiie 
« MA^psic Ltaics, JVe. 0. By the Aether. 
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Ww a Toioe hai gone alxrcMd, 
Stem ftnd ftaxfal, iUed widi doom 

hnufi exUm to ike tword^ 
Swordand trtmd to lknet$ homi, 

IiOf tluit U^ cspivHiTi DMy# 

Gimn d bt triiM etn iftMun io* 
Hurk, thoM trotds th« pvpoflo 

•*I ifffl wf« or pettth tool" 

/ 

*To Oe Som«igii I will 
Kobe jonr queen In pnritj^- 

OowB Imt M in tKhmjptm 
Mtideni, to the throne ivith ■•.' 

SfpMOBLf ikj hoi/ aim is iron; 

God o'er mlea the stem deooo; 
Bends a pardon from the throne; 

Israel saves, and honon tfaeOk 



HABTHA,* JM% 11. H 

AMit ifi the dnst she knelt^ 

I>oini by the Savionr's feet, 
With weeping eyes and hands npnitwn. 

Up to the mercy .seat ; 
The friendless girl was sad— • 

CompUlnittgt J she sighed-*- 
Oft, hadM thou com whiU ^ As IbiMf 

Ottr bnthtr had net died. 

The Sayionr's geade smile 

New hopes in Martha woke; 
Thf brother, As MU rite o^om, 

The grsdons Sarionr spoke*. 
Tho kmi^ tkaU mot dU, 

1/ in m$ thfjf hdieeo, 
And thoughthtjf m tho dM ma§ Btk 

7%B venf dmd ohaU Uoe, 

Lito tiie Master's ihoe, 

The sad one meekly gaeed; 
Tbere Is no Jkir la ]ot% Aom is 

No doidi where faith is plaeed. 
nou art, thou art th$ Ch riM 

AOoo ihi doad ohaU hm^ 
Whatmor ikm §hak ask of God, 

I know that God wSa, givo. 

Aim, Tko BMier'i Toot. Mimiric Lraics. ffo. 10. By tk^ Aamst. 



A jojAil groap is teen^ 
Tlie grave hai yielded up it9 dead, 

AmA fidtli once inofe Is gieen. 
Ifo longer, teen axe thine 

8wwt Maltha^ aaia tf ftilhl 
Hij lore ftxr Clirist has tbmnd i«vaid» 

l!!^ Iwafliar iroa ftom daathi 



M^i^ 
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VOmt MA80HI0 VALinB UT %m BUOU]> un>BB. 

Suoiiip Lodge ia a good Lodge for work, «ad far beyond 
ttie ordmary, for practical benevolence and firatemity. Stran* 
gers who have visited Watchall county, have dei^f^ed it to be 
a maitter of aurprise to them how so we]l*govemed and ao 
weU-4nfonned a Lodge aa Euclid evor got there^. Althou^ 
it ia npt aitqated at the county aeat, and ia but one amongai 
ox in the counfy, yet there ia no Lodge in the State with a 
aoonder memberahip, and it ia not at all uncommon for appli- 
caota to obtaiA permiaaion from the Lodgea neareat which they 
Cve, to come up, from a connderable distance, to Euchd, and, 
if found worthy> to be made Maaona there^ The memberahip 
of Euclid Lodge> however, ia not nnmeroua, but little over 
the old ataodard, in fiwd;, for they do not follow the modem 
uotioa of making membera of all whom they make Maaona ;* 
fiur fircBa it The laat report of the Secretary, Bro. Plombei^ 
to the Grand Lodge, gjives fif);y-fi)ur Maater Maaona aa tba 

• ThaA hiM t a Baaon declares that ''more than Ibrtj or fifty membeiBi 
lAen tiiej eaa attend regnlarly, as tba wholesome roles of the craft reqnlre^ 
■e gene r a lly ibnnd inconvenient fer irotking to advantage." Thededantiaa 
ii tnie to this day. 
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total of membenhip. The reasoiM ivlij tliej have no more, 
are found in a small handfbl of black marbles at the further 
end of the ballot box. Those reasons ave conddered amply 
suffioimt. 

The Worshipfol Master of Euclid Lodge, Brother Corerlj, 
has somewhere picked up the following tradition^ and seems 
never so happy es when he is telling it once a month to his 
iHrethren in open lodge : ^' At the building of King Solomon's 
Temple, bands of the FeQow-crafls, ei^ty men in each, were 
sent to Mount Lebanon to examine the cedar trees, while the 
ten thousand Jews, under Adoniram, followed after to cut 
them down. Every tree was scrutinized by eighty pair of 
eyes, and if any one of them observed the minutest defect, 
such as a creok, crack, wind-shake, ]mo1>>h0ls, decay or flaw 
of any sort, he marked it, ( not being called upon to give his 
reasons ) and that eedar tree stood r^'ected**^ 

So well known abroad is Euclid Lodge for the virtue of 
good fellowship, that its. representative in the Grand Lodge is 
invariably appointed chairman of the Committee of Complaints 
and Appeals, an office for which he is considered weU qualified 
on account of the many compromises he has witnessed at home. 
For the Supreme Court itself is not better known as a tribunal 
of last resort than is Euclid Lodge. Whenever a serious 
difficulty springs up between brethren of a nei^boring Lodge, 
or between a member and one of those amphibious creatures, 
styled dendtted Ma9on$* it most assuredly finds its way te 
Euclid Lodge at last ; and it is worth any man's twenty-five 
dollars to see Brother Coverly, sitting behind his monstrous 
Kg goggles (he declares that he can't sit up late at night 
unless he guards his eyes with green glass ) preriding at one 
of these appeal cases. The code of practice at hU oourt ie 
unilma and simple. First, he re<{oires a pledge from both 
parties that they will stand to and abide by the decimon of 
tiie Lodge ; then he hears both ndes with unwearied patience, 

* We intend no djsreapect by the tenn cEMpUfttPiit. An aaqiliibkNis animal 
if one that inhabits land and water and looka miMiable in both. A demitteA 
llaaon never hoh happy amidst the brediren, and he certainly cannot fid 
so when he is away from them 
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(it haa been whispered ihat be goes to deep behind the 
gog^ee aforesaid ) ; thea he makes both parties acknowledge 
themselfes partly wrongs and Aake hands over the holy spot. 
Then comes a speech from Brother Corerly, a heartfelt prayer 
from grayheaded Parson Logne, a shaking of hands und 
handkerohieft all around, and then tho Lodge doses and that's 
the last yon erer hear of it. Peopb oatside may go wild with 
coriosity ; it makes no difference— the thing is locked up, and 
the key ket. They may waylay the Masons on their road 
home, and try to entrap them with questions ; all in vain* 
^^ How did that trial come out ? " a solemn stare is the only 
response. *^ Did the parties make their statements ? " No 
answw. ^^ Didn't Higgs call Diggs a liar?" A gentle 
whistle, iunej FreemamnCi March. ^ Well then, how teas 
the thing settled ?" A smile and a taming away, a scratclung 
of heads and a general disappomtment. That's just the way 
ttiey did when Stovall was accused of kicking Marcus, knowing 
him to be a Mason, and to this day old Mother Phlote has 
labored in yain to get at the particulars. 

Ah, bless your heart, there's no leaky barrels in Euclid 
Lodge ; the bungs are well drove in, the hoops hammered 
down and riveted ; the whole Lodge is tight as a drum. The 
members have often enough been cautioned that the manner 
m which Masons settle their difficulties, is one of the impene- 
trable secrets of the art. This is in accordance with the well 
known views of Dr. Oliver, the sage historian of Masonry, 
who advises that ^^ all diflerences which may occur amongst 
us, ou^t to be kept secret from the world : the degree of 
Prow>9t and Jndffe was instituted by Solomon to hear com 
plaints and decide differences." 

The amiable character of Eudid Lodge is so noted iiiat the 
colonies which go out from her every year or two to organise 
new Lodges, as a beegnm eiqMutids itself in new swarms, may 
be recognised by their family resemblance. The sapient Sam 
Slick, in his book of travds, says ^* the character of tike mother 
is a sure index to the character of the dau^ter ;" and so it 
proves here, for no Lodges in the State rank higher on the 
books of the Grand Lodge than these offshoots of Euclid. 



' 
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But higUj exalted ai Enolid Lodge is and deeerves to be, 
it has netrerihelefla a varietjf amidst ka membenhip, and tUa 
vaiietj it ia that hss aiiggested the title of this aketeh, OMd^ 
SUvetj BriU$j and Jton, Four grades are diatiAcdj marked 
eyea aa these fear metals were used in the ten^e of King 
Sidomon^ and we greatly err if it does uot prove upon ezamina 
Ikm that every othw Lodge possesses neariy the same vaiietj 
Let ua oommence at 

THB XROK VALUB. 

Squire Slunt jp a fair specimen of tlua material. He became 
a Mason principallj because his neighbors did, and he oon- 
tinues his membership in the Lodge because he likes ta heair 
it sidd that he u a Mason. He wears a Masonic breastpin^ 
and has painted a square and compass on his sign, both being 
for the purpose of aSording prima /(ude evidence to the same 
effect. Qe pays his Lodge dues onlj occanonally ; is always 
astonished to find they huve run up so large; is convinced 
that the Secretary forgot to enter his last payment ; hunts 
over his papers at home for the receipt ; fails to find it, then 
gives it up with a grumble. Whenever he visits the Lodge, 
which is very rarely the case except at elections, instaUationa, 
and funeral occasions, he has a resolution to o8er that the 
quarterage dues be reduced one half, declaring that for the 
life of him he doesn't see what becomes of all the moneyr He 
would like very much to hold office, and frequently proposes 
that Euclid liodge should &U into the modem praotiee of 
holding elections semHannually, in hopes that his tun would 
come the sooner. 

When e stranger falls inix> the nei^^iboriiood to visit an 
acquaintance or to look for land. Squire Blont is usoaUjr 
foremost to hail him as a Mason, to exaaane him, and then 
who but he is ready to take him by the hand, intnduee him 
mto the Lodge room and boldly voudi for him* Squire Bhint 
invariably objects on the score of expense, to the employment 
of the authorised lecturer when he comes around, and as one 
noisy man can semetiines do much more barm than a seore\>f 
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an engagement of tiaia sort, greatly to Ae ugnry of ih* iWgab 

The Squire has no Masonic books, but being fond of reading 
such things, he depeads upask bomHiing from others ; he 
adopts the same economical rule conceniing Masonic magazines 
and Aflif^MpeFB. 

Squire Blunt has very limted netiew of the OaHe Tunr . It 
is not more thasn three miles long in his epinion, and some of 
tfie brethren hare whispered that <he pardcrdar rope whieb ht 
holds on to, is somewhat warped air fliat**^rlMKpeF ftv tb4 
want of use. It wua on this aeeevat ttait when BtftaiatgpKi 
Lodge lost its hall by fire, and when Croewelfr Ledg^ appealed 
te Masonio charities oft behalf of ttieir Or]^an school, and 
when the poor Hungarian brother who was collecting meant 
to briBg his family te America, came with a recommendatory 
letter from the Grand Master, none of these thmgs mored the 
heart of Squire Blunt. He declared ^ they were not withSg 
the length of his CaUe Tow," and who eould gainsirf hfai 
declaration/ 

Squire Blunt is more liable to be imposed upon than othet^ 
Masons in his ncinity. For instance, he was oyertaken one 
day on the road by a cute Yankee fellow in the rifle trade; 
who pasnng himself off on the Squire as a Royal Arch Mason, 
got a five dollar bill out of him for an old copy of Allen's 
Ritual, that veritable exposition of off the degrees and a good 
deal more. But when Squire Blunt brought his costly pur* 
chase to the Lodge and triumphantly exhibited it^ Brother 
C!cTerly pat on his large green goggles^ looked it throu^ from 
end to end and then dropping it softly into the ttoye, be 
remarked in hie sweet mild way, ^either this exposition is 
tnieor&lse; if true you ha^enari^t to handle th^peijuiwd 
leayes, if false, you have no use for it : in either case you are' 
acting unmasonieally to patronise the enemies of morality by 
paying out your money for these works !"-Huid so Squire 
Blimt lost his five doUavs. 

* MasoDiy recognizes this moral trath, that CTery man if endowed hj his 
Creator with a consciousneas of right and wrong, and that epntcimoi ta kk 
f^ofachcn. 
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Brettran, wlio read ibis litde sketch, have you any 
bir of th€ Iron value in your Lodge ? 

TEH BRASS YAIJ^B. 

Brass is not so much a metal in itself as a compound of 
eAer metab9 and the mixture is very little like the original. 
Dr. Swaaey is a specnnen of the Bra%% value in Euclid 
Lodge. Dr. Swaasey has many excellent Masonic qualities. 
fie pays his quarterage dues like a hero. Bie cable tow 
reaches to the furthest parts of the earth and comprehends 
all manldnd in a angle ceil* The fact is the Doctor is so 
good hearted and benevolent to all men that he can hardly 
proportion his bounties to any particular class above the rest. 

Dr. Swaaey is extravagantly fond of aide degrees. He has 
got them all, and glories in having them all. He has been 
ground over in the Button fsictory degree ; burnt his fingers 
in the Call-and-Answer ; plead to scandalous charges in the 
Blue hen ; tussled manfully in the Bow-your-own-^ar ; shot 
his arrow ; eat his words ; held on to his cable tow ; been 
down to Joppa ; conquered divers temptations— -in short, his 
education in this branch is complete. Finding the thing so 
easy he manufactured a side degree for himself called the 
Pestle-and-Mortar ;* but as none but physicians can take it, 
we are in the dark as to its mysteries ; but we have been told 
that the candidate commences by swallowing twelve pills in 
succession as a trial of his fortitude. 

And here now lies the error of Dr. Swaaey, hie metal i$ too 
mueh compoimded. He has more seal than discretion. 

No person in the Lodge is better prepared to be a bri^t 
Mason than he. His library of Masonic books is large, the 
largest in the district. * He has the education to understand 
Hkem, and the talent to apply them, but his Masonic reputation 
IS not first rate, for he attaches Umself to every secret 
society that springs up, and devotes as much time and means 
to one as the other. He seems unable to discriminate between 

* Tb« ea^erneu with wbich theae oonientiotl faroei tro iwallowed by 
UmmmU 
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an aasoeiaiioii ixxm mtiiin half a century and Mie that hM 
stood the bro&t of twenty-eight centories. In the tenets of 
Masonry Dr. Swaaey is as apt aa any other person, in Broth- 
erly Loye, Belief and Tnith ; likewise in the cardinal virtaea 
of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. But even 
here his brassy-compound yalue is yisible, for he has got his 
temperance so much mixed up with temperance eodetiee and 
his r^Ztef with m/uttal rduf aeeociatione that for the life of 
him he cannot see tiie difference.* 

But it is much more pleasant to commend than i6 blamev 
The charitable disposition of Dr. Swasey is so well under- 
stood by his brethren, that when a contribution is to be made 
up they always put his name down, whether present or not, 
and he fulfills their expectations like a Trojan. When Brother 
Joon died, leaving his family in a destitute condition, the 
Doctor sent in his account for medical attendance receipted 
in full, and furthermore declared himself indebted t6 the estate 
seven dollars — (it was a falsehood, but the angels smiled over 
it and refused to report at the heavenly east,) — ^and he paid 
over the seven dollars to the widow. 

Yet there is another fault this brtJissy brother has. He has 
got into the erroneous idea that as Masonry doesn't take away 
any privileges which a man possessed before he joined the 
Order, therefore if a person insults you, you may knock him 
down. Mason or no Mason. This doctrine is not pure gold, 
like Eclecta's ; it is braes. The Doctor is wrong in his 
premises, therefore he errs materially in his conclusions. He 
goes beyond the parallels and the book : no wonder then if his 
orbit becomes in this respect a lawless one. 

Brother Swazey belongs to the progressive party in Ma- 
Ronry* He believes in going ahead. He thinks that because 
King Solomon never heard the puff of a steamboat, nor saw a 
newspaper, nor smelt chloroform, therefore all the wisdmn 

* The author earneftiy prays that ha may noft be ndiandentood in these remarka. 
A membenbip in aeveral secret asaociationa at the aame time, ia not a criminal 
offence nor woald be so present it; but it weakena the powera of an indlTidaal 
If uon, and ao moch dividea his energies that Freemaaonryp a ayatem which 
demafida great atady and moch time to comprehend it> receiyes bvt an equal 
•htre with those modem aaaociations which need neither. 
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jMnHdiewtlfahim;aadia>hei»mfaTOrofiwpr^^ 
He iwgett th«t petfeeiaoQ in the art of arehiteotare is loefc 
He tbbkfl be haa a pat^ wa; for the gripii; a aew kink bi 
ginng tkeoigiui ; we grands flaurM^y aa the Freachwaa mj, 
for the worda. Tbe year he attencled the QnoA Lodge he 
Bade a thtee hoora' speedi derelopiiig hie ideaa ; but noler- 
tonatellj that etabbom bod^ voted theia doim, eeriotimf aid 
St. Swaiey has Mver beea there einee * 

Brethren^ who read this little ike4eh» haie jo^ m^ sieoH 
biia ef lb Iroia miliM in yoRir Lodge f 

era SILVSR TiUUTX. 

« 

Silrer le 9 white, ponderoQa, ooatly and pyre metal* mach 
•ought after, both for mechanical and amaimwital porposea. 
In ita nature it ia indestnictihle* It ia rather acarce exwa^ 
the fif^five elemeiitaiy bodies, bat very widely diffiiaed 
tbconf^ut nature. 

The finest specimen of the eiher value in Euclid Lodge is 
Parson Logue. Tins reverend brother comes from a sibrer 
tSftoily, morally qpeaking, for his brother Bobert was so 
universally beloved both by Mason and Cowan, that after he 
died and his poor wife followed him to the grave on account 
of her grief, their children were nosed at the expense of 
Kasonm and more than seven years afterwards, a Lodge, 
organiied in a room that overlooked his grave, was named 
Logue Lodge in honor of his memory. 

Parson Logue is equal to that deceased brother both in 
morals (Masonry) and religion ^ and resembles him as well 
in lus hdy walk and conversation, as ia the lineaments of his 
iSaoe recorded in the portnut suspended on his parlor wall* 

The brethren of Eudid Lodge highly appreciate the silver 
vahkt of this pure hearted brother, and they manifest it by 
using his talents freely in the various Lodge offices and duties. 
He has fiHed all the elective stations so frequently, and it has 
become 90 much a matter of course to elect him, tiiat when an 

* The Imimtr^n of MaMory w«r9 the origin of that prinoipU non—ofdi with 
tho lawf of the Poniana: ntifktr of tktm o^nld ht alUrtd. 
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9ismat brodwr meete one after St. Jdkn Erftng^Dnt's day, Uft 
enquiry k ^^aadwhal did yon makeofparsoin Jim this timef'** 
Infiust he has perambulated the Lodge room from Easlle 
South and from South to West so frequently, aad occupied all 
the intenrening placee so thoroughly, that the work of Maaonry 
comes as pat to him as it doei to preaeh a sermon on I^ 
Grace. 

Brother Logue is emphatioally a working "man. Had he 
been present at the building of King Solomon's Temple, the 
King would certainly have employed him, and put him in aa 
honorable station and given him Master Mason's wages. 

But there are spots in the sun. We muist now turn the 
picture. The good old gentleman lacks something. We 
cannot elefate him to the hi^iest standard of Masonry, and it 
iB for this reason, he doe$ not know the leetutes and emmot 
d»eidate the landmark$. The consequence is that he is often 
compelled to defer his judgment to fieur younger men, and it 
injures his Masonic character to do so. Furthermore, when 
he has conferred a degree he depends on some brother present 
to ffv^ the lecture, or in default of that, sends him heme 
without it, which is a fraud (bewever innocent the motire) 
upon the candidate.* 

Again, this Beverend brother of the eilver vahi4 is sadly 
defioient in the disciplinary regulations of a Lodge. He ii 
uninformed as to the principles on which the most vital 4ues»- 
tions are founded. For instance, he cannot say whaf role 
governs in avouchiAg for visitors ; or whether ^^ feUow-oraft 
Mason is or is not to be admitted into a funeral procession; 
or whether a moticxi to reconsider can be entertained after 
balloting; or how it oan be discovered which member of the 
Lodge cast a black ball. 

He believes that side degrees are iigurious to the interests 
of Masonry, but he cannot prove it, and this gives Dr. Swaaey, 
who is extravagantly fond of such thii^;^, as we have said 

* Several of the Amerieon Orand Lodgee hare ordered hy tpeeial eaaetaMSl 
that the aabordinatB Lodges give iki whole of the lecture in immtdiatt commm' 
tioii nHtti the degree. The principle it ao philiaophicaUy correct^ and Iba 
oppoaite eoara« to aoanifeftly onjatt. that it in wonderfnl any thoald neglect i|. 
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Wore, a great adTantege in the debate. He thinloi that 
* Squire Blunt ought to pay his quarterage dues more punctu* 
illj and attend the stated meetings mwe regularly, and study 
the work of MsAonry more completely, but he has no onansweiv 
aUe argument with which to meet that selfish cry, ** It isn't 
within the length. of my cable tow" — and thus the Squire 
wins the argumeut. 

Tet there are many precious virtues in this mlver value of 
Parson Logae. He preaches all the Masons' funerals in the 
eounty, and most beautifully does he perform it too. His 
independence of thought, his Masonic reputation, his long expe* 
liance, and his incorruptibleness of character, are a sufficient 
guarantee to every hearer that he shall have a mental feast 
These occasions bring out a large concourse of people who 
acknowledge their gratification at his success in presenting 
Masonry so appropriately as the cuHfunct to Christianity. This 
excellent brother is generally installed agent in all the Masonic 
eharities of his brethren. Is there a widow to be visited ?•— 
an orphan family to be provided for ? — a sick brother to be 
comforted ? Parson Logue is the man ever ready, always 
wiling, ever efficient. Whole chapters might be written to 
illustrate his silver value^ and a volume of anecdotes paraded 
tu show it up, but a single instance must suffice. 

The two Masonic brothers, both amphibious, Thomas Lane 
and Jacob Hall, had quarreled. The original difficulty was an 
insignificant one, connected with some church matter, but the 
sere had oomo to a head, on a five dollar account which Hall 
bonght up against Lane, and a bad offensive sore it proved to 
be. Many a stamp with the foot had well nigh led to a smite 
Witii the hand, but thus fiur the Lord had led them on and they 
had not come to blows. Mischief however had been heaped 
open mischief, and rutnor upon rumor, and the breach was 
every day widening, when Brother Logue, the tUver Masonj 
declared that the quarrel had proceeded far enough, and he 
would go a frogging himself to settie it.* ]ffis first motion 

* T!iia joke ii a ponderaai one and reqairee ezplaaation. Frogi are aiBphiU> 
Stit. »o are demitted Maaoni. To go a frogging then, morally apeaklag, b l» 
•tttle diAcvltiet between dmittad Maeona I (^ E. D ! 
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iTM io bay up the aforesiud five doDars account, and preies^ 
it to Brother Lane receipted in full. Then he took bade 
Brother Lane's thanks and respects to Brother HaB ; then 
Brother Hall's warm good wishes to Brother Lane. Then he 
brooght the two parties &ce to face at his house (accidentally 
of course) and the whole thing was reconciled in five minuteSy 
natural as a turnip. The best of it was they both handed in 
their demits to Euclid Lodge, were elected without a demuff 
and became active members—thus diminishing the numbw of 
croakers by two. 

It is just such things as these that the old brother lives for, 
and if he didn't believe there was a Mason Lodge in tiie nasi 
world, he would care very little about going there.* 

Brethren, who read this little sketch, have you any mem* 
bers of the silver value in your Lodge 7 ^* then let every 
Mason prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing 
m himself alone, and not in another." 

THE GOLD YALUB. 

Gold is about dzteen times more valuable than nlwr* 
Estimating iron at four cents a pound, gold exceeds tiial 
metal in value nearly five thousand times ; in other words il 
will nearly take five thousand pounds of iron to porohase ens 
of gold. We do not know the relative value of the four metals 
in King Solomon's time, but there must have been great 
disproportion, for we observe the numbers 8, 17, 18, and 100 
representing the number of talents respectively that were 
consumed in the Temple. The division of officers and 
artificers is also indicative of great disproportion, vis,89 8009 
8,800 and 80,000. 

A fine specimen of ihe gold value in Euclid Lodge is Br». 
Coverlj, and would that we could worthily display his ehaiw 
acter. But who can describe the refined gold of the TemplH 
as it flashed answering back to tiie god of day, from every 
pinnacle and spearhead upon the roof. No foul bird was to 



* This renwk, tboosh it any 9ommd inw^wnm «d iaaiti wU aot l» ft 
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tWe and defiU it ; no vilo flesh vat -to aneiuiber ik< 
it was to reflect ii6thmg but SbUn€$9 to the Lard • 

When Brother Goverly finit became % Mason (it was lo&gi 
lotig ago : not a hand which tkm hailed him with a t)rother'8 
grip but is now consumed in death,) he embarked in it as a 
man wotild encounter some abstruse seienee that demaads 
tiniey and toil and talent to comprehend. Be bad his choice 
botwe^ the four value$^ gold, silver, brass, iron. He mi^^t 
liave come up to the iron, value merelj by possessing himself 
of the grips and a few technicalities of the order ; but this had 
no temptation for him. ^^ Once a Mason always a Mason," 
ia A severe truth, and Brother Coverly early declared ^^ that 
when a man enters any state of existcDce either with or with- 
oat hb own consent, prudence dictates that he should make it 
as tolerable as he may.*' So he took hold of the thing 
vilgproosly and vowed to see the end of it. 

He might have attained to the brass value with great 
facility. By uniting the more obvious beauties of Masonry 
to those engrailed into other secret societies he could have 
displayed his talent and gained high honors with the mass. 
Bdt he deeiared himself opposed to polygamy ; didn't beHeve 
in breeding tn-and-in ; loved pure blood ; would sew no new 
patehes upon old garments.'^ Therefore he never joined any 
other secret society, and jested at the idea of dipping water 
from the spring-^aneh below ^ when he could have free access 
Is the sprinff^head above. 

He might have gone up to the silver value^ and stood side 
by side with that exemplary brother, Parson Logue. 

He had all the qualifications in advance of a prepared heart, 
a 'consletent life, a good education, experience for this world, 
and religion for the next ; Masonry can add but little to such 
as that, to bring her votaries up to the silver value, ^is little 
nw Bocm acquired. He learned the work of Masonry in a few 
dkys, while after a year's novitiate none could preside with 
more ^Bgnity or wield tiie gavel with more propriety than he. 
The henors ^f the Lodge and of the Grand Lodge were awarded 
him ; the brethren had respect to their own interest in his 
i|iaedy clsvaiien, and soon Brother Goverly began to be looked 
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WfOi tf an 6id!>odiiBeii]k of the prineqiles aod.pnetieeomeei* 
mBmarj both at home and abroad. 

But all this was fiur from ntiafTiDg his mind. Htb mbftr 
valugf bowaver preeioiia and pure, rndks but ie^md m tb0 
goala of MaBMuc yaluaa, and his hearl aqparad exedtiar. 
Haviiig the beauitjf and sldll of the ^dow's mx^ the MtrmffA 
and fidneaa of the Tyxian monarch, he ai^Md for the m$d(m 
of the King of Israel, and he made the gold «f Ophir his 
standard of Masonry. Those who aim high may not fait &eir 
mark, but they will assuredly send their missies to a move 
eztensiTe flight. 

These eonsidetations inflnenomg the mind of Bro. Coveriy, 
he resolyed to make three saeiifioes on the altar of Masonry, 
yea fonr : tknej itudjf^ tmll^ moMjf. The ezpenditore of the 
latter procured liaaonic books for his stud^, and the personal 
experience of Masons for his gmdaace. The outlay of Ihe 
former gave him that fbrdier experience of Masons which is 
recorded in books ; to these he added the stock he had gath- 
ered in his own person. 

The sacrifice of his mU — he was delif^ted with the old 
symbol, the Muonie sl^^psr-— purchased for him one of the 
principal secrets of Masonry, a secret iriuch ttkonsands who 
pass through our Lodges, Chaptera, Councils, &c., and incur 
nnch expense <of money neyer do acquire ;* and the knowledge 
of that secret it was more than all the rest which ennobled him. 

Brother Goyeriy early adopted the opinion that the work 
of Masonry is to the senses, what tiie lectures are to the mind, 
and that the lectures themselves should only be considered as 
a text to the derelopment of those principles, wise, strong, 
and beautifiil, which underiie, like the immense stones which 
were in the Temple's base, the whole mond system. 

Pursuing the subjeot by the aid of tradition, revelation and 
Urn study of symbols, he «rriyed at this sk^toh of Masonic 
theology ;<*-«4hat there is a God ; that he created man and 
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'TImm who «re wmd9 Mmmm ior the pnrpoM of letialng tiMMeeictr aay 

deceive themeelyei ; for they may be fifty yetn Mutera of Chain (Wonhipfol 
If Uteri or Warieofl,) and y*t not l^am the aeoreM of tho bfolhaftood"— JX 

SeingaU'i Memoir*. Tbeve never wet a truer tentimflot than tbia. 
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placed him in oirciunBtaiioeB of happiness ; that man forfeited 
his blessings and was banished to an inferior state ; that to 
repenting hiimaxuty God promised restoration ; that the unre- 
pentant were destroyed by water ; that miracles were worked 
to release the peoi^e of God fipom bondage and to strengthen 
them with hope; and that a tabernacle and afterwards a 
temple were constructed on a divine plan to fix the promises 
by symbds and types.* Who that has stood by him in the 
sanctum of Euclid Lodge and heard his thrilling illustration 
of the doctrine of the Resurrection throu^ Judah's Lion, but 
what has felt like declaring his feelings in Jacob's own words, 
tkU is no other than the hauis of God and tius is the very 
gate of heaven^ — and then has gone forth with a firmer faith 
in the religious tendencies of the order than he had before. 

The course of Masonic labor drafted on his Trestle Board, 
being actively pursued for maoy years, elevated Brother Gov 
erly to (he gold value. He can see why Masons should pay 
quarterage dues punctually, and attend the stated meetings 
promptly, and study Freemasomry diligentiy. ITe can tell 
not only that Masons must not gamble, drink, swear, and 
fight, but why they must not ; 4ind hisu^Ay is an overwhelming 
fffh^y irresistible, unanswerable. 

. In addition to an exposition of the landmarks of Masonry, 
Brother Goverly has devoted himself at great cost of time and 
money to the disciplinary regulations of a Lodge. When he 
commenced the study of tius topic it was in vast confusion. 
The various Masonic journals in America had not touched 
upon it. There was no standard authority of futh and prao* 
ace on this head. To acquire the necessary information then, 
demanded patience, study, correspondence and travel. 

But Brother Goverly has it plumbed, squared, and leveled 
ncmr. He knows whether or not each Lodge must be opened 
and closed separately ; what code of Masonic laws is universal 
and universally binding ; what amount of Masonic knowledge 
is comprehended in the term suitable proficiency ; what are 
the privileges and what the responribilities of a demitted 

*From 011v«r'a Landmsrlbi vol. I., thia tyitem of llMonic theology if eztnetod, 
bot with alight altcratioM. 
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Hbsou; to wbieh Lodge the petittonen for a new Lodge 
belong ; wbetiber an adjournment of the Lodge can be made 
on motion— -and a myriad of the same sort. 

Not only is he able to give yon a satisfactory answer to 
such questions, but he advances such arguments and offers 
luch reasons, (all based upon the ancient and admitted land- 
marks,) that you yourself are perfectly convinced, and you 
feel able to convince every one else who has got an ear to hear. 

Brother Coverly is not an opponent of side degrees as such. 
On the contrary, he knows too well that all the degrees, save 
the first three, are in strictness such,* but yet that some of 
them are essential to the understanding of symbolic Masonry. 
Listead therefore of offering a blind opposition to side degrees 
in mass, he separates such as are ingtracUve from such as are 
merely impresdve and rejecting those (far the larger part) 
which are neither, he gives their rdative place to the rest. 

This good brother of the gold value is opposed to all inno- 
vations from whatever source or motive they may spring. He 
<^poses such large numbers in a single Lodge ; such irregular 
hours ; such a rush ef work ; so much demitting ; opening the 
Lodge doors so wide ; so much gewgaw and tinsel in decora- 
tion; the modem bastard politeness in Lodge work; the 
arbitrary by-laws; and other things not lawful to mention 
here. He makes his opposition practical. When Triangle 
Lodge, in his vicinty, imitated the Oddfellows and fized a 
sliding pannel in the door of their Lodge room, for the con- 
vemence of the tyler. Brother Coverly^ being Deputy Grand 
Master at the time, nailed it up with ins own handd, and 
terrified the members by asseverating that ewrionty once hilled 
a tyler ^ and that he thought another one was in great danger 
of hie life! 

There is a tradition afloat in his county that seeing the tyler 
peep into the room one day while he was presiding, he threw 
his gavel at him, and with so much precision as to strike that 
respectable functionary directiy upon the forehead, and thus 
fto knock off considerable of the vices and superfluities of his 

* By Bide degrees we mean thoae that are explanatory of the ayxnboUo. Thia 
MnitioD however would include the R. A. 
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Bfe. Whether this tale be . trae or not, we know thst the 
tylers all dread Brothw Coverly m fkr 4s they can kee him. 

Such 18 our understanding of the ffoldvalu$ in Euclid Lodge, 
Brodien, 70U wfaor read this little sketeh, have jon any 
auoh in your Lodge ? If yon have, prise them ; for, aa oor 
Grand Master aaith, taischm u better than rtMee; and all 
the Mnge that nunf he deebred arenot te be eompared wUh it. 
Yon will miss them when they die, and wdl for yon if the Ion 
do not proye to be irreparable. The same plnmb, square, and 
level, with which yon letel the feotstone of yonr manaion, will 
be need to level the block above yonr grave, but, oh, with what 
different emotions. 80 when we assay the metals of our 
Lodge, and pronounce this one or that to be up to the gold 
standard, we enjoy far happier feelings than when called upon 
by the stroke ctf death to declare in the words of Jeremiah, 
Saw %$ the fine gold became dimmedt 

Prise them, brothers, n^e yet they walk and work and 
shine among you. Your iron and your 6rast may be replaced; 
your iUverj although its loss will be creatly mourned, can be 
supplied ; for the mine is large and the metal widely diffused : 
but who shall replace jovrfine gold. 

Brethren, young and aealous, who look fimrard to the 
double aim of Masonry, getting good and doing good, aim for 
the gold value. Sli^t the oUier metals, but strive for the 
crown, for the pure, yellow, jittering gold of MasMury. 

Who amongst you will attain to the gold value. Bb God 
be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah^ 
and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (Hi is TOl 
God,) which is in Jerusalem. Amen. 80 mete it be. 
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FAITHFUL UNTO D£ATH 

It 1PII8 in the ye«r of lig^5789, the saoKe yMur uidmoiilh 
thftt ^taesaed the inangaratian of George Wadungion aa first 
Preeident of this Bepablic, th^t Mr. OHyer Laaoaroy was 
installed pastor of the church at Weeccimet. Ha was then a 
young man* He had jost graduated at the well-knowA school^ 
even then venerable for its age and character^ Harvard 
UniYeraty at Cambridge. Manj anticipatiens were formed 
eooceniing Um ; for his bojrish promise had beea briUtant, and 
his career at college was with the foremost both for scholarship 
and good conduct. « 

Add to ibis the fact, that Washington himself acknowledged 
an interest in his success, having stood by the dying bed of 
his £ather wounded to death at Trenton, and at that soiema 
hour pledged his Masonic faith to exercise a supervisory oar» 
over the son. When, therefore, the lad arrived at sufficient 
age to enter the University, it was with a warm recommen* 
datory letter from die General's own hapd. . And when, with 
the sand yet fresh on lua diplon^s he visited Weeconnet, 
preparatory to meeting of the vestry, it was with a second 
letter more than suatuning the praises of the first. 

So it wasAot strange that the young minister, pious, learned 
and coming so well recommended, shpuld have been unani- 
mously called to the pastorship amidst the most confident 
expectations as to his future usefulness. Nor were any of 
those hop^ falsified. 

While Mr. Laneeroy never was a popular idol (he had none 
of the qualifications of a demagogue) and was never run after 
as a clerical wild beast or a reverend monster, yet he always 
eontrived to secure the attention of his hearers at home, and 
a welcomed place in the pulpits of those congregations abroad 
irith whose pastors he exchanged. His pews were rarely 
vacant. His church membership regulariy increased. Ha 
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received his moderate stipend wiiih punctuality and embaated 
on it witih fingal comfort. 

In due seaaon, he offered hia hand to the daughter of one 
of hia own parishioners, and was accepted. The union was in 
eyery respect a fortunate one, for he found womanly yirtues 
as permanenti and love as sincere, as the heart of the fondest 
husband could desire. Sons and daughters were bom to 
tbem. The stipend was increased from year to year to cor 
respond with the increased demands upon it, and while there 
was but little hoarded up in ihe treasury at home there was 
never any real necessary of life in which they lacked. 

There is but little in tiie life of a pastor wherein the super- 
ficial observer can find an interest. It seems but a routine 
of ministerial duty, arduous enough yet practicable^ demanding 
the whole time, the whole attention ; but it is a routine whoito 
results, though they may appear scanty and insufficient to the 
unobserving, are in reality, among the very highest blessings 
of society. The marriage bond; the baptismal rite; ihe 
consolations of religion in hours of spiritual conviction, in 
hours of earthly trial, and in hours of death ; the settlement 
of disputes ; the oversight of education ; the calls of popular 
charity ; — these and other charges press from day to day upon 
the pastor's attention, and in the well-ordering of these, lies 
the public weal. Such, for thirty-seven years was the life of 
Rev. Oliver Lanceroy, in charge of the church at Weeconnet. 
Such is the life of hundreds who oversee the flock of Christ 
throughout our broadly-extended States. May their reward 
not be lost in the day of reckoning when each craftsman shall 
receive ids lawful wages. 

The lapse of thirty-seven years, though imperceptible in 
the estimate of an eternity, is a large hiatus in the life of a 
mortal. It removes one generation into darkness and dust, 
and places another in their seats. The lapse of thirty-seven 
years brings down the history of Bev. Mr. Lanceroy — ^now 
by the favorable judgment of a neighboring Theological school, 
Doctor Lanceroy— to the year of 1826, year of light 5826, 
year of darkness 1 ; that period so rife with anti-Masonic 
stratagems and discoveries. It was the time when a large 
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poliiioal party made th« gn&d discovery that Fretmaaonry is 
an institation established in opposition to all laws human and 
dime ! It was ike period when the cnnning sought to snatch 
away her richest jewel, $eereey^ that they mig&t expose her, 
unchaste and tmbefriended, to the scorn and contempt of the 

world. 

• 

Too well did malice and detraction sueoeed, and although 
in the goodness of God it was but for a little while, and the 
wings of Jehovah were even then sheltering her, yet many a 
true heart despaired, and many an honest though weak one 
endeavored for the sake of peace, to untie the indissoluble 
bonds of Masonry. Some of the symbols on the tracing board 
temporarily lost their value. The $lipper, that earliest and 
most impressive reminder of allegiance was erased ; the bril- 
liant star, quintuple-rayed, followed it into darkness and 
disuse ; the daytime labors on the highest hills, nearest 
heaven, gave place to the toils and self-denial of the unwearied 
twenty-seven. 

We have in another work given at some length a sketch ol 
the evil consequences that resulted from the introduction of 
Masonry as a religious test. The question of Masonry and 
Antimasonry in churches and among the pious, proved very 
detrimental to the craft. The shade that bigotry and super- 
stition gave to the operations of pure morality as displayed in 
Freemasonry, was well nigh a fatal blow. 

Ignorance^ and a lust for an unlawful knowledge, had wielded 
the gauge against her, and thereby inflicted a severe wound ; 
poUHcal ambition^ that hydra of all republics, had followed up 
the stroke until the very heart of the aged victim palpitated 
beneath it ; but when the voice of the church cried out crucify, 
crucify, a crusade against Masonry at once oommenoed, as if 
the Holy Temple were in the InfidePs hands and must be 
redeemed at all hazards. 

During the closing term of Gen. Washington's administra^ 
tion he had presided at the conferring of Masonio honors 
upon the son of his old friend, and thus Mr. Lanceroy had 
become a Mason. We have often observed that the most 
enthumastic lovers of the royal art, those whose zeal the longest 
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wdwM, whose five goes the moefc rehnetaaiUj oat, am tiioie 
who were the dowest to af^reoiate tfaefiili beaaties ofMaaonrj. 
Such men ponder ; tbej compare; they reflect. Thejantici* 
pated much firom their knowledge of the character of the 
membership and from the published code of Masonic morals. 
They were sufficiently conyersant with hmnan nature not to 
look f(^ a perfect deyelopment of Masonic principles in any 
ime THon this side of the grave, yet they were prepared to 
judge the tree by its fruits, by allits fruits cowndered in one 
dtiiter. In time their judgments become coavinced. If the 
Lodge in which their membership commenced is a wcrking 
Lodge, prompt in ceremonies, in explanations, in landmarks, 
and in morals, they become zealous as a> furnace of charcoal, 
and their seal bums as long as the fires beneath a mountain 

It was so with Dr. Lanceroy. The earliest East of his 
Masonry was glorious with li^t. A succession of enlightened 
officers in his Lodge at Weeoonnet followed up and fixed the 
impression, and it was not strange, therefore, that a few years 
witnessed the reverend gentleman himsdf at1he head of the 
order, not only in Ids own village, but in all that Masonic 
district. 

Years stole noiselessly, almost imperceptibly, upon him, until 
he numbered nearly half a century. Then die shafts of death 
flew suddenly around him and struck down his wife, beloved 
by all as a mother in Israel, a married daughter and two sons, 
the staff of his declining years. 

The patriarch gathered up the remaining sheaves of his 
harvest, and from that day withdrew his active participation in 
the management of the Lodge, declaring that a hi|^er duty 
now awaited him at home. 

It was only a few years after this afflictive dispensation of 
providence, that the storm of Antimasonry began its ravages. 
Churches* formerly as harmomoua as the Ghristmas angels, 
now became like unto heathen temples dedicated to the god- 
dess of discord. The sound of ax, hammec» and many other 
unlawful weapons rang through the sacred chambers, disturb* 
mg the peace and harmony of the workmen. Amongst oth^m, 
the old coogregathvn at Weeoonnet caught the in&ctioa. 
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Whence it started, in whom it ori^nated, none eovU teQ. 
What wonder in that ! what wisdom has traced ths cholera to 
iIb aooioe ! what quarantine was erer efficient to wall ont iJiM 
pUgue ! There was a Judas somewhere among the twelre, an 
Arnold among the patriots, and that was enough. 

Bat in whatever source it originated, its course was rapid 
and Tident, and the cry of Dawn vntk all sscret 9ocMe$ I 
Death to lAs further <if 9erj>mU t soon became popular* Ah I 
but the wrath of man is a fearful judgment in the hands of 
Qod* 

By the side of the numerous evils inflicted on Masonry 
througjh this persecution, there was nevertheless one advantage 
that grew'out of it. It brou^t back the decaying lights of 
the last generation into the Lodge ; it called back such retired 
Masons as Dr. Lanceroy from their hermit^^e, and placed 
them around the old altar once more, in the east^ and in the 
youth, and in the west. 

This was the case with many an aged brother, and of Dr* 
Lanceroy among the rest When the first list of renounmng 
(and denouncing) Masons was presented to him, as he sat in 
his library preparing his Babbath discourses, he cimstmed it 
as the second Cincinnatus had construed his country's sum* 
mens to the field. It aroused the force <^ remembered vows ; 
it called back cherished hours, and festive nights, and linked 
professions. Shadows of the dead, memories of the livingi 
seemed to group around him as he read the perjured catalogue. 
A voice as from <me who had authority, seoned to command 
him, Comfort ye my people. The veteran cruo^ed the foul 
sheet in his hand and hurled it from him, as he tmmed around 
to write a petits»n for memberslup in his old Lodge. Hence* 
forth he was punctual to every meeting, whether stated or 
spedal, nor neglected a single opportunity of ezpressbg m 
public places, as weQ as in the tyled (diambers of ike temple, 
his indebtedness to Freemasonry. 

As his congregatiw received the shameful impulse of Anti* 

masonry from without, they began one by one to withdraw frmu 

Dr. Lanceroy's ministry. The unaccustomed si^t of empty 

pews began to pain his eyes, ttie mormers of alienated fiiands 
i 
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hk oan. S0 doors, once like fbe city gates for paWcitj, 
i^re deserted. Letters from those whose parents had sat 
beneath his ministry, and who had themselves cherished his 
ministrations until chilled by this cmel blast, letters iihrays 
di8re8pe<^tfal, often violent, sometiaies insolting; were placed 
in his hands. He wept over them in his returement. 
' TVie Ail'Seeinff Eyey wham tiie «ufi, moony €tnd 9tar$ ohey^ 
and under wko9e wateJ^fid core even eomett peffarm thdr 
stupendous revolutions^ that Eye which pervades the inmost 
recesses of the human hearty that Eye beheld the drops of 
mingled mortification and grief that showered firom his eyes ; 
but still he endured patiently and he made no complaint. 

Bnt when on a certain Sabbatii morning as he endeavored 
to fulfill an engagement to exchange pulpits with an old fnend, 
grayhaired like himsdf, and was publicly forbidden by the 
vestry to raise his vt>ice in that church, the cup of his sorrow 
was foil, and Dr. Lanceroy returned home to tnrow himself on 
ihe charity of God, seebg that lihe hearts of men were embit- 
tered against him. 

That very week a summons from the officers of his own 
church was presented him, citing him to appear and answer 
eertain charges of official misconduct that had been preferred 
agrinst him. The motives that prompted tiiis course were 
sufficiently obvious. The charges that had been trumped up 
were intended only as a blmd, and whether ^sustained or not, 
it mattered littie witii the persecutor, for reasons enough 
would be found for declaring his pulpit vacant, and that was 
tiie main thing sought for. 

With this painful prospect m view Dr. Lanceroy, accom- 
panied by a legal adviser, and ti^e remaining-members of his 
flunily, took his way tol^e vestry Foom at the appointed hour, 
prepared fi>r the worst. 

He anticipated wisely. The scene that presented itself at 
the place of trial was one that oflfored some remarkable 
featoes. The room was the same in which the church officers 
had assembled thirty-seven years before, to give the young 
graduate a unanimous call to the pastorship of that church. 

All Has old members of that official board, with one 
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eBoeptikm, were dead. That exception eonnsted of Eld« 
Drane, for the laet fifteen yean in hia dotage, favored only 
with occaaional retnma to sanity. It was in one of these 
lucid intervals that, hearing of the pastor's trial, he had 
demanded to be oondncted to the vestry, that he mi^t be a 
spectator ; bnt long before he reached the door his imbeciHiy 
returned, and he was now lying at full length in ene of the 
pews, apparently unconscioos of all that was passing around 
him^ Besides Elder Drane, there was not one of the chureh 
ofScers present, who had not received baptism at the hands 
of Dr. Lanceroy, and bowed beneath his heartfelt jdeadlings 
with Grod, and been joined by him in the bands of matrimony, 
and shared with him in the happiness of revival seasons, as well 
as in the distress of spiritual dearth. 

As he took his setit with the board there was a marked 
contrast between the youthful locks of the judges and the gray 
hairs of the accused. 

Before him in the body of the house, a large old fiishioned 
square room, was a crowd densely packed, comprehending not 
only his own flock (banded against this gentle shepherd) but 
the rendents of the surrounding farmsteads gathered together, 
some in sympathy, more in curiosity, many, alas ! in derision, 
to witness the trial. Amongst the former his aged eye could 
see several of his Masonic brethren from the various Lodges 
in the district, and there was a gleam of hope in the glance. 

The charges were read. They were wordy and difiuse, 
but involved only these propositions : ^^ that the accused had 
contumaciously resisted the advice both of official and lay 
members, and had stubbornly published his attachment to 
Masonry by conducting the members of that order in public 
processions as well as in their secret meetangg ; that in this 
act he had fallen behind both the spirit and light of the age ; 
that the church pews were fast becoming vacant on account 
of his obstinacy ; that spiritual revivals had ceased ; that his 
usefulness in the administration of the word was destroyed, 
tiie interest of Christ's kingdom retarded "—and much more 
of the same sort. 

The legal gentleman who had volunteered to aid Dr* 



ftMj, (mnid% become % Qn»i Master of MiMM in ftt 0mi« 
Btete,) aroae now to Q»eak t« tiM technical pointa. He 
aaewerad the ehargea in m dry boaineaa way that while it 
fvored hgw illegal and nnohriatiao would be the action of the 
reetry in erdering Dr. Lanceio/a dioquaial) it failed in tooeh- 
mg any chorda of aynpaAy, or taming the popular enrrent 
that had aet 00 fatally against hia client, 

A r^jmder from the lawyer eelected by ttm veetry en 
aeepnnt of hia yiolent AntinMiaonio prejudices, amothered the 
kwand the gospel nnder a nuntntain of words tbnt dMotedena 
lien rery cleai^: ^*Antimaaonry is about to rule the land and 
itnhall rule it with a rod of iron 1" 

jLfUr aome farther altercation between the professional 
gentlemen, the presiding oficer enquired of the accused if ha 
desired to say anything for lumaelf, before the yote on the 
ahargss was taken. A dead ulence of considerable doration 
followed, and as no response was heard, the chairman had 
again risen, preparatory to puttmg the question, when Dr. 
Lanceroy at length aroae. 

It was with stmnge difficulty ihat he gathered himself 
araeti he had never felt so weak in body before, and he waa 
pesapelled to place bis hands upon his chair for support, even 
aa Jacob in bis deatbrbed iiyunctions, leaned on the top of 
kiaataS: 

I^ waa with still greats difficulty that his tongue performed 
Its office. A weight dogged it heavily at the very time 
when its eloqnence was most needed. He had succeeded 
kewever in stammering a few incoherent words, and waa 
aeUaeting his ideas into n more rational channel, when he 
anddenly caught the eye of Elder Drane, the superannnated 
fhareh officer, the friend <tf his youth, one of the working 
i!rsamasons ef the last generation. 

Thia dd aum had arisen from his seat, and was stpnding 
wprif^ with superhuman strengUi, ataring full upon him. 
JCa eye was filled with a strange meaning. 

A quick gasture came from his hand, to the casual obsarvev 
it might have seemed as the movement of an idiot. Bui 
tlwEt wii method in that madness» and a gleam of aoknow- 
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Mgm6&tpM8edo¥erihemiiiiftar'0fce«MWb«Mdit Dv* 
Luieoroy tst dowA* 

E^ery oye wM now tnniMi in the direcrtkm of tiie Eldetf 
and great was the senaalioii ia that krga andiaaoo when tbe 
▼oieraa, with more than nbety jears upon hia head, and fof 
nearly a seore of them a second child both in body and intel- 
lect> opened his pew door and walked with finn atridea up 
the aide. 

The crowd deferentially gaire way, and closed boUnd Imoi. 
A seat npon the platform was proffered to him, the seat ii^ 
which he had presided long before. But steadily rejectinK 
every offer, and making no other acknowledgment of tha 
general courtesy, save a dead stare^ he at once hegjut to 
speak. 

Never will that strange oration be forgotten while one of 
its hearers remains aliva. In this latter half of the century 
there abides a tradition among the elderly portion of the 
population that has preserved the leading points and mnob 
of the peculiar language used.* 

" Yile pack !" shouted the frensied Elder with a veiee 
stem and threatening as when it thundered in front of tbe 
forlorn hope at Stony Point ; ^^ vile pack, that has joined ia 
the howl of Antimasonry as dogs bay the moon, and know 
her not as their source of light, what would ye of this man ! 
has he ever defrauded any of ye ! or stricken ye with his 
hands ! has he &llen away into base doctrines that endangev 
your soul ! lo these thirty-seven years he has gpne in and 
out before ye and your fatliers before ye^ and served at the 
table of the Lord, and has one accusing voice ever been 
raised against him f but he is a Freemason ! and has the 
firatemity of mystics cajoled him to join them in his declinii^ 
years ! I tell you, base descendants of an honored stook, 
he was a Freemason before ye had any being,, and such as he 
are Masons wherever dispersed around the world, then^ 
t&ey may never hear of a Mason's Lodge. He was a Mason 
ID hearty in life, in practice, in aims, though the agmtie rilsa 
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of UN liHer pdttioi onii* 
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had nerer been pwformed apon him. Ye would have him to 
ronouBce Maflonry ! Fools, do ye know what ye would have 
him renotmoe ! what shall he recant ! ye know not what ye 
ask ! Would ye have him to declare himself the firiend of the 
Serpent and ttie foe of the Trampler ! the opponent of Tem- 
perance, Fortitade, Prudence and Justice, and the servant 
of Drunkenness, Cowardice, Indiscretion and Fraud. Shall 
he quench the bible-light and fall back upon the book of 
nature! repudiate all yearnings for immortality and, like 
yourselves, all charity to suffering humanity ! I tell you, 
insensate pack, as I told your granthers, (grandfathers) 
before ye— well that they did not live to see the generar 
tion of vipers that from their loins have sprung— I told them 
as I tell ye, that an honest man oannot renounce Masonry 
though a hypocrite may ! " 

The eyes of the veteran here flashed as the eyes of a 
basilisk, upon Lawyer Savin, the renouncing Mason, the 
rabid editor of an Antimasomc sheet ; and the time-serving 
lawyer cowered beneath the glance. 

**The wolf may cast off the sheep's clothiug,'' pursued the 
old man in a still higher key, " the sheep's clothing that 
concealed his marauding errand, and he is a wolf again aa 
he was all the time a wolf, a prowling, marauding, murderous 
wolf. But the lamb cannot lose its gentie heart, its spotiess 
robe, its meek and loviug character, to become a wolf. 
Masonry in my day was taught as a system of morality, 
vailed in allegory and illustrated by symbols. Shall he 
renounce the morality as ye have done ! or is it that ye 
would have the allegory expounded and the symbols explained. 
Ah, pitiful wretches ! there were fifteen like ye in the Wise 
Man's day who could not wait for the word, and well did they 
despair, for they found that obstacle in their own hearts 
whicn forbade all hope of their ever being recipients of so 
great a trust. And ye like them would snatch at that of 
which you are so thorou^y unworthy ! but thank God, your 
miholy efforts are in vun, for from the days of Sanballat 
Masonry has withstood such as ye. 

" Dr. Lanceroy, Pastor, Dear Brother beloved—" the paster 
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of well nigh fortj Tears experience, stood up and meeklj 
bowed his head before the veteran who lud both hands, 
witihered, trembling and cold, upon it ; ^^ Brother beloved, I 
warn ye, as a voice from the grave, Bi yb TBinl Bj tlie 
memory of the immortal Washington, by the virtues of the 
holy Saints John, by the inspiration of Solomon wisest of 
men, by the strength and beauty of the Tyrian twain, and in 
the name of the whole fraternity, I warn you let this great 
trial that is oome up6n you, fEul to shake your integrity. Be 
fortitude yours. Thou^ your column may be broken in the 
midst, soul to heaven, dust to earth, yet the remembrance of 
you, only continumg faithful, shall be treasured in the hearts 
of faithful brothers,, while the name of the ri^liteous shall 
flourish there as a green bay tree." 

Headlong, prone to the floor, the Elder fell, all the powers 
of nature having given away at one instant. The meeting 
was of course dissolved in confusion. Upon the next Sabbath 
the pastor stood at the head of ft newly-opened grave, around 
which was grouped a band of Masons, the last beheld in 
Weeconnet for twelve years, and there they honored the 
resting spot of Elder Drane by the significant emblem of the 
resurrection. 

Upon the Pastor's table at home lay the order of dismissalt 
passed by unaninK>us vote of the officers of his church. 

A fbw more weeks and he was seen to leave the parsonage 
with his remaining family. His furniture and effects followed 
after him, and then the old brick house was tenantless ; for 
his successor, a brisk, finical gentleman, up to the 9pbrU 
of the affOj declined residing there, and took his boarding al 
a more showy place. 

Reports were soon circulated tliat Dr. Lanceroj was 
removing to a considerable distance westward. 

A few months more and the newspapers of the dirj m^ 
Qounced his death by a sudden stroke of apoplexy. 

Twelve years afterwards the Deputy Grand Master of ttal 
Masonic district, with a noble train of brethren and sorrottiidad 
by an honored band of officers, spoke an eulogy, well deserved 
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and ekquenflj declared, apoa Dr. Lanoeroy, Hie IfiCKm wbp 
wBsfaiihfid unto death. 

And then the ersfli, joining together ibeir meana as Ood 
had dealt boonteonaljr with them, reared a tombstone, stamped 
with the ajmboli of Masonry, to renund coming gtneratioiis 
of one well worthy to be their standard in. the aima ef the 
Older* 

And beneath the name and age of Uie departed, they 
ttftgraved these solenm <Aarges deduced from the history of 
the dead; to ouitam a fmlinff cau$e ; tofytotkordi^tif 
a Hs^r^ooed prinoipU ; to prop ikofMmff tomple or to fail 
wUkU\ to oupport tko adherontt^ to okerM ih$ mdmgerod 
is ir i f i i SHMJ to honor tho oUghtei ffiriuso of FfoomMwmrjf . 



HOW WILL OUB BODIES BE FOUND t 

Ikbt will hvre been long bnried, long decayed. Friends, 
islativQS, yea eren our yery children will cease to remember 
'* where they have laid him.'' The broad earth will undergo 
many changes ; mountains will be lereled aiul valleys filled. 
The seasons will have chased each other in many a fruitful 
iound^ Oceans lashed, into fury by the gales of to-day will 
ea fahmorrow sink like a spoiled infant to its slumber. Broad 
trees with broader roots will interlace them hard and knobbed 
aatbey are over our ashes, as if to conceal the very fact 
eC eoff hurisl ; and then after centuries of life they will follow 
our example, and long struggling against decay, will at last 
topple down, abom ua and join their remains to ours ; thus 
obliterating the* last testimony that humanity has ever rested 
tber^% Se shall we be lost to the knowledge of man. But 
the eye of Oed vnU nevertheless mark the spot^ green as it 
will be with the everlasting verdure of faith, and when the 
fframpef s blast riiakes the hills to their bases, our astonaahed 
bodies will rise impeHed upward by an irrettstible impulaOi 
shall stand face to £ace with our Redeemer. 
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PALIMPSESTS. 

pAiJBiPflKBTS are rescripts or copies of ttsdent wrifings, 
tist written on parcbment, but then as the material was 
costly and scarce, the original writing was partly erased or 
washed off and a new subject inserted, as it were alove the 
old. In more than one str^g sense every Masonic symbd 
may be styled. a palimpsest. 

There is an outer or evident meaning which, nnEke the 
hierotic writings of the Nile, may in geneiil be comprehended 
at a glance. 

Thus the joined handsy the broken column j the coffin^ spade 
and setting maid, ^c,j cannot fail of being understood in their 
first meaning by every beholder. Then there is a second or 
primary concealed mea!ning, imparted only to the initiate, 
which like the first is perfectly natural, rational, and simple. 
And here, troth compels me to say the majority of the Ma- 
sonic brethren stop. like the sinner first converted to Christ, 
they are delighted with their first view and too often, like 
too many of those who profess the blood-bought interest, they 
are satisfied with what they see and go no farther. This ii 
is truly unfortunate. It was once the boast of Free- 
masons *^ that tiiey were wiser than other men '^ now their 
claim would be '^ they are in the way of more knowledge 
than other men»" but what a falling-off is this. The third 
meaning, more profound yet equally attainable to every 
imtiate, lies beneath the first two. It is altogether rational, 
no way forced or unnatural, satisfies die mind, answers a 
thousand enquiries. It lies at ttie basis of the writings of the 
philosophic Oliver* and Scottf , — ^writings which have imparted 
a new impulse to Masonry. It is so perfectly harmonious with 
admitted facts that when received the mind is compelled to 
wonder that it did not sooner occur to it. 

* Aathor of LftDdmftriu of MtMii]7» and mtay odier 
t Avtiwrof AiMtogvofMaioiiryto EaUgte. 






fO FAUMPSISIS. 

It IB the 9(y><(f (As roots of Masoxuy wiihoat which, root 
aad trunk, and bud and flower miut wither. It is this, not 
the work of Masonry, not the ordinary lectures of Masonry, 
this that has proved to be til^ vitcdify of Masonry for more 
than twenty-ei^t centuries. It is this that brings to bear the 
unexampled wisdom of Masonry's royal founder, Solomon, and 
gives us an insight into that unexampled mind, alas too soon 
corrupted by wordly influences. In this, however, is displayed 
his vigor and greenness of intellect, before lust had brutalized 
or tyranny enfeebled it. 

Those who stop short of this, may well enquire, ^' what to 
us is the antiquity of Masonry !'' they may even declare that 
*^ Paul nor John, nor Zerubbabel, nor Solomon, nor Moses, 
nor Enoch were Masons !" for without this Masonry is but a 
thing of unmeaning ceremonies and puerile usages, scarcely 
more elevated than the thousand and one secret societies (save 
the mark !) of the nineteenth century, and it will admit of 
uncounted innovations, and improvements. 

The difierence between those who teach the siuperfidals and 
i^hefm^darnentals of Masonry is well illustrated by comparing 
botanists of the linnean school with those of an earlier date. 
The latter taught from the flower downwardj the former 
adopted the bolder and more rational process of instructing 
from the root upward^ and the progress of botanical science 
under his method has been unexampled. 

What linnseus was to Botany, philosophical instructors of 
Freemasonry will be to this science. We may well hope that 
more palimpsests will arise, who can decypher the passages 
hidden from so many, and bring them clearly out upon tliA 
Masonic Trestle Board. 
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BURNS' FAREWELL TO MASONS. 

It was in the latter part of ihe gloomy 1786, that Robert 
Suras, the poet and the Mason, gathered up his thoughts, he 
had but little else to gather up, preparatory to leaving Scot- 
land forever. Jforever! terrible word to the expatriated ! 
terrible to the poor exile, who turns toward his country as the 
Jews turned themselves three times a day praying with their 
faces toward Jerusalem. Terrible in the highest degree to 
such a man as Bums, who to the most exalted patriotism 
added the keenest appreciation of home joys and social pleas- 
ures. Disappointment had set its mark upon Robert Bums. 
The indulgence of pasnons that raged within him as the pent- 
up fires rage beneath the sealed crater of the volcano, had 
brought to him its legitimate consequences in the upbraiding^ 
of conscience, the forfeiture of friendship, and, worst of all, 
the loss of self-respect. The restrcdnU of Freemasonry had 
been neglected, while its 9oeUdjay9 were most keenly relished ; 
in other words, our tenetM had been faithfxtlly sustained, while 
imr dardinal virtues were neglected. The use of the Cowr 
pa$8e» had never blessed his hands. 

The fine gemus, the unequalled gifts that enabled Robert 
Bums to conceive and execute The Cotter^ e Saturday Nighty 
could not confine him into the ordinary channels of prudence, 
and even then he was a doomed man. . 

Heavy debts had accumulated upon him, such as in that 
barren, unenterprising country there was but little chance of 
his ever being able to cancel. He had been summoned to find 
security for the maintenance of two children, whom he was 
forbidden la le^timate by a lawful marriage, and as he dis- 
dained to ask, or tried in vain to find pecuniary asdstance in 
this lus hour of need, there was no other alternative renuuning 
for him but a Scottish jail or a flight from Scotland. He had 
chosen the latter. After much trouble the situation of assis- 
tant overseer on an estate in Jamaica ba4 been secured for 
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him bj one of lis few remaining fiioids. In his own bitter 
laogiiige, 

" Ho M.W misfortnne's canld not'weft 
Lnf muCHiiig iipr a MtKr biiit ; 
A jillet brak his heart at last 

HI maj she be 1 
80, took a Irfrth albre the aUMt 

An awn th«i §m,* 

He had «dd fkrewell to all tbe fiiendSy thej were notmanji 
and to the scenes very many and very dear to their poet's 
heart. This he did while skulking from covert to covert 
mixder all the terrors of a Scottish jail. His chest was on the 
road to Greenock. He had composed the last song he should 
ever measure in Caledonia. It is fraught with solemn thou|^ 
and words, as the reader will see : 

" The gloomj ttight Is gathering Ihst, 
Load roars the wild faiooiistBnt 1>last» 
Ton mnik7 elond is Ibnl tfMi rain, 
I see it driving o'er the plain ; 
The hunter now has left the moor, 
The scattered feoTejs meet secure, 
While hers I winder, pwH wtth tflM^ 
Along the lonely banks of Ayr. 

The aatnmn mourns her ripening ooni» 
By eariy winter's ravage torn ; 
Across her placid annre sky, 
She sees the soowling tempest fly : 
Chill mns my blood to hear it ravei 
I think upon the stormy ware, 
Where many a danger I mnst d»l| 
Far from the Umay banks of Ayr. 

Tis not the sniging billows' roar, 
*T!s not that fhtal deadly shore ; 
Tho* death in etery shi^ apyMit 
The wretched hare no more to Ibav: 
Bat roand my heart the ties are boond, 
That heart transpierced with many a iv«MiA| 
These bleed aftesk, ttfose ties I tear, 
To leaira the bodsy banksof Ayr. 

f areweU old CoHa's hills and dalea, 
abt Insfty Auuft aad wldSlny 
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The MUM wberB wntolied fw^ roref^ ^ 
Puioing pait, nnbapp J lovea I 
FlweweU 1117 friends, fiurewdl mr fbee, 
Mj peeee witb tkeee, my lote vltli thMe $ 
Tbe tatttag tMie mj beart decbuf ; 
AfewfU Ae boonle btnks of Ajr.** 

And nowi all oilier remeoibered subject having been 
Siarkedby the (ears of the poet, the poet himflelf bemg on the 
load to the port of Gre^oock to the ship that should witneea 
hia laat glance at hia native land, hia heart turned loyingly^ 
inyolontarilji towards Masonry. For Robert Burns was a 
Freemason, prepared firet in heart. In none of the vast 
fidios where stands the vast catalogue of our brethren, ancient 
or modenii is there a character shaped more tmly by Masonic 
skill than his. Ko where one, who in the expressive language 
of the Ancient Constitutions would '^aSbrd succor to the 
distressed* divide bread with the industrious poor, and put 
the misguided traveler into the way,*' more cheerfully than 
Bums. 

He understood right wall ** that whoever from love of know- 
ledgOy interest, or curiodty desires to be a Mason, is to know 
thai as hisfoundatioH and great earner etane^ he is firmly to 
believe in the eternal God, and to pay that worship whidi is 
due to him as the great Architect and Cbvemor of the 
Universe ;" and Robert Bums governed himself accordingly. 
Here is many a record in the Lodge books of Scotland that 
g^ves prominence to his Masonic virtues ; and in the higher 
Lodge, the Grand Lodge of heaven^ we have reason to hope 
the Gband Secretary's books also bear his name. None lament 
the weaknesses in his character more than his brethren, but 
be those defects in number and in extent what they may, his 
brethren protest in the name of their common humanity, against 
the inhuman judgments that have been pronounced against 
him. If the royal dignity, the divine partiality, the unlimited 
wisdom of a Solomon, First Grand Master of Speculative 
Masonry, could not preserve that prinee of peace from the 
errors of the passions, who shall dare too cmelly to judge the 
■on of an Ayrshire cotter, nurtured in penury and debarred 
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the most ordinary relazations of his age. ^^ Let him thai 
thinketh he ataadeth take heed lest he fall." 

Lovingly then tamed the heart of Brother Bnms towards 
Freemasonry. The happy hours, the honest fidends, the 
instructive lessons, the lofty desires ! let the brother who reads 
this sketch endeavor to place himself in the condition of the 
poor exile, self-oxpatriated and almost finendless, and he will 
understand the keenness of his pangp ! There came up a 
vision of his last Masonic night. The presence of jthe Grand 
Master and his noble Deputy ; of a gallant array of gentle- 
men, the chiefest in all the land ; and himself with them first 
among the equals of those who ^^meet upon the level" to 
^'part upon the square "—there was the cue — ^it was enough 
— sitting down by the roadside, he pencilled upon the back 
of an old letter his Masonic farewell. How many a remem- 
brance of Grand Lodges and Subordinate Lodges and social 
meetings among Masons, is attached to these well-known lines : 

** Adien I a heait-warm fbnd ftdimi I 

Dear Brothers of the mystic tie I 
Te fkrored, je enlightened few, 

Ck>mpanion8 of my social Joy I 
Though I to foreign lands most hit 

Fanning fortune's sliddry ha', 
WUh melting heart and hrimfhl eye 

ni mind yon still though tu awa'. 

Ofk have I met your social band 

And spent the cheetfol festire night ; 
Oft honored with supreme command 

Presided o'er the sons of light; 
And by that hieroglyphic bright, 

Which none but craftsmen erer saw I 
Strong memory on my heart shall write. 

These happy scenes though ftur awa* I 

Maj freedom, harmony, and lore 

Unite you in the grand design 
Beneath the Onmtsdent eye abora, 

The glorious Architect dlTine I 
That yon may keep the unerring Um 

Still rising by the plummet's law 
Till order bright completely shine^ 

Shall be my prayer when far awa*. 
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« 

And yon %reweli I whoM meritt daim 

Jjutij tbfU highest badge to wear ! 
Hearen bless joitr honored, noble name, 

To ICasonry and Scotia dear 1 
▲ lilt request pennit me here^ 

When yearl J je assemble a*, 
One rtmt^ I aak it with a tear, 

To him, the bard, tha^i ihr awaM * • 



It pleased €K>d at this orisifl to tarn the deetination of 
Bobert Burns and to spare to Scotland and the vorld, this 
aflfectionate heart. Bj a train of oiroumstances, almost 
ndracnlona, certainly unprecedented, he was brought unex- 
pectedly to the notice of the literary circles of Edinburgh, 
then as now, the most classic and critical in the world, and 
with one consent that society placed him foremost in the 
ranks of his country's poets. Fame and profit then flowed 
nightly unto him. His pen was put into constant requisition, 
his Wmpany ererywhere sought after, and his talents met with 
their due appreciation. The Masonic order added its judg- 
ment to that of an approving nation. The Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Charters, with every member of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, visiting a Lodge in which Bums happened 
to be present, graciously gave as a toast, ^^ Caledonia, and Cal- 
edonia's bard. Brother Bums!"— which rang through the whole 
assembly with multiplied honors and repeated acclamations. 

But he is gone. On the 21st of July, 1796, Bobert Bums 
died. More than ten thousand persons accompanied his 
remains to the grave. ^* It was an impressive and mournful 
si^t,*^ writes a spectator, *'to see men of all ranks and 
persuasions, and opinions, mingling 09 brotherly and stepping 
side by side down the streets of Dumfries, with the remains 
of him who had sung of their loves and j[oys, and domestic 
endearments, with a truth and tenderness wUch none perhaps 
have since equalled." 



*The iiftti Tene nswocthy of the ooimeeckm and highly vmntsaiiio^ which ie 
ippended to the ahore in looie of our American Manaalc* wif not written hv 
Buna. "> 
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T6 B1JBNB FARBWELL TO MABOSTB. 

He iB gone, and here in a distant land, an hmnble adinirer 
of hiB gemuB, addresBee his memofy in the following lines * 

- AMBRICA'S KASOirS TO BOBEBT BUBNa* 

The 8im ia vpMng on Soollm^ hr UHb 
Day's labor is opening, tAs Qreand Mcuier wills, 
But Lodge-lights are gleaming in cheerfulness yet, 
Afiur in the west where we Masons hare met 
There's song for the tonefol, kind words for the kindf 
There's cheer for the social, and Ught for the blind ; 
Bat when we nprising, prepare ns to go, 
With one heart and feeUng, well sing thy Adieo. 

A melting farewell, to the favored and bright, — 
A sorrowfal thought, for the sun set in night,^ 
A round td the bard whom misfortitnes befell,**- 
A prayer that thy spirit widi Kasons may dwelL 
When freedom and harmony bless our design, 
Well think of thee, Brother, who loved every line : 
And when gloomy clouds shall bur Temple surronnd 
l%y brave heart shall cheer as where virtues were fomi 

Across the broad ocean two hands shall nnite, 
Cclambia^ Scotioy the symbol is bright I 
The world one Grand Lodge, and the heaven abov*. 
8haU witness the triumph of Faith, Hope and Love 
And thou sweetest Bard, when our gems we enshrins^ 
Thou jewel the brightest, most precious, shalt shiaa, 
BhaU gleam from the East, to the far distant west, 
WhUe moniing shall call as, or evening shaU net 



Thb Bbason. — ^Brother Rodd, who has been preddbg offioei 
of his Lodge ever since Morgan's time, complaining in his 
good-natured wa^ that the brethren wouldn't pay sufficient 
attention to Masonrj, declared ^Uhat charity impelled him 
to tins concluaon ; Ms brethren were so afraid the tfforld 
would acquire a knowledge of their Masonic secrets j ih/ey wets 
afraid to learn them themselves ! " 

' Axt^"Fiom gmUlf, Swtei 4fi0n,"^Uuouui Lgrries, N& 14, 1^ the AntlMr 
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DSSECBATION OF MOUNT HOBUH. 

Ths MahometanSy vho are ih possession of Jerusalem, takf 
ererj opportonitj of showing their f^bhorrepoe of the Jey^isl) 
faith, aikd their contempt for the Jewish characte|r. Aizipim 
other contrirances to this end, thej haye sel^oted that portioii 
of Mount Moriah which tradition points^ out as the ancient fite 
of the Sanctum Sanctorwn^ and made it a reeejftacle of filth* 
The daily scourings and rofuse of the Turkish mo^ue near 
by are poured upon the sacred spot with ^very invective th^it 
ingenuity and hatred can invent. 

As this appears most sacrilegious to th^ Jewish part of the 
population, the object in view, that of givi|ig th^ greateal 
possible pain^ is fully accom|Jished. 

It has appeared to us that an analogous case exists in our 
own country, in the base uses to which too often so many of 
the aboriginal -mounds are put. Jn. some cases they )u*9 
selected as convenient sites for a vegetable cellar or ice home; 
in some for a building spot; brickmakers turn them into 
bricks, and farmers cart them to cover their heaps of com- 
post ; a few more thoughtful individuals employ ^ejf^ aa faoiily 
grave yards, while in one case, the vUest of ,aU, we obserye4 
a slovenly fellow, an Irishman, by the way, who had ing^ 
moualy fenced one in and made out of it a remarkably fine 
hog pen I Shades of the Mound Builders — a hog pen ! The 
Sanctum Sanctorum of some grand edifice, whose builders, 
and whose plans, ^d whose purposes, are all lost, desecrated 
into a hog sty. ^' To what base uses must we come at last !" 

Let none become wrathful in fjttrijb, because of Moriah's 
debasement, while they thus defile the sanctuariea of % fM^ei*- 
tion past. 
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T8 OHBBRFUL &0UR8 AT THE CIRAND L0B6B. 

CHEERFUL HOUES AT THE GRAND LODGE. 

Wb hftTe TiBited many Grand Lodges b our day, and have 
noTcr failed to find a general idr of .cheerfulness pervading 
file dttingB. If no other advantages accrued to Masonry 
from these annual meetings, except &at of making Masons 
better acquainted with each other, it would well justify even 
fiir greater trouble and expense. 

Friendships are there established, more lasting than time. 
Hearts are cemented into one that would otherwise revolre 
in a remote relationship. Other advantages are found ; jarring 
ideas are reconciled ; comets reduced to planets ; crude and 
imperfect theories corrected ; innovation frowned down ; errors 
adjusted ; appeals heard and adjudicated ; light on Masonry 
disseminated ; but the best of the matter is, that peace and 
harmony are caused to prevail throughout the bounds of each 
Masonic jurisdiction. 

None can overlook this important fact who has observed the 
priactical effect of Grand Lodge convocations, that however 
disappointed any may be in the Masonic improvement expected 
from the vifflt, good fellowship is vastiy increased amongst the 
members* 

Above the many scenes connected with Grand Lodge ame- 
nities, and which dwell witii peculiar gratefulness in our 
manory, the following has a cheerful pre-eminence. 

At a certain stated communication of the Grand Lodge of 
— — , there had been an exciting question debated for two 
days. The members had become cjdiausted with the discus- 
Aon ; beffldes being out of all patience with the pertinacity 
with which the friends of the measure in question pressed it. 
Night came on. The call from labor to refreshment had been 
acknowledged ; then the sound of the gavel had summoned the 
craft back to labor again. The long and tiresome speech that 
had been interrupted by the caUing off, was resumed, and so 
intermii^le did it threaten to be that by a kind of spontaneous 
movement a half dozen of the older members slipped out and 
assembled in the Grand Secretary's room, to enjoy a coiy 
cigar and a quiet chat all by themselves. 
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>tiBt uttong them, both in port and nuauien, Wlm Brother 
Fenaer, long known to the craft, both in this and hisnatire 
State, as a zealous Mason, bat one a little g^ven to novel 
theories. Having a rather better idea of Masonic work a$ he 
hadieamed ft, than of the established landmarks, he was a 
great stickler for some things and a red-hot denouncer of 
others; in either case basing his attachment or opposition 
npon preconceived notions not always in accordance with 
constitniional Masonry. However, he was Mason all averj to 
nse the emphatic phrase, with a fall parse and an open door 
to it, a large heart and many chambers therein, a cordial 
manner and the most polished grace to recommend it. 

Next to him on the right, smoking a favorite dutch-headed 
pipe, was Jackson Burt, Deputy Grand Master, familiariy 
known to his friends as the grandfather of Masonry in his 
precincts. It was old Jackson Burt who left, his farm and his 
merchandise, and consumed three months in the year instruct- 
ing Lodges gratuitously, in the principles and practice of 
Masonry. If a difficulty got up between brothers, if two 
Lodges diiSered on any topic, if a hall was to be dedicated, 
a brother to be buried, or a case of Masonic conscieiM^e to be 
settled, old Brother Jack was applied to, and rarely refused 
to come. 

Jud^g firom his coat and phin manners, old Jack believed 
what he preached, that it was not the external qualifications 
that render a man acceptable to Masonry. 

In the comer oi the chimney with his feet high up, higher 
than his head by a yard, and glaring around through a pakr 
of hideous spectacles, was Charley Gaines, formerly Senior 
Grand Warden, and now a canclidate for higher honors, 
Charley scorned tobacco, detested smoke, looked with con 
tempt upon a <ngar, but ate Hquorice as a hen eats com. 

Opposite Charley was Brother Herron, the Grand Lecturer, 
a gentleman whose character in Masonry we shall better 
understand further on. Brother H. was a great lover of 
speculative Masonry, thought no subject so important as the 
obligations of Masonry, wouldn't give a fig for any man^a 
opinions unless he had good arsiiments to back them with, 






S<) cmtvffput noute At nsa ^tiA^m tMes. 

»o4 Wis yre^riag tot » MasoAie jounMj to Ewrcf% 4iid 
PalestiiM, in poftiianoe of hit &TOrito iheqry, '< the aoMrtV 
tbe East tho poror the light'' 

The other tw6 Were rojHreeeBtfttiTee ef oountry Ledges, 
mea of ezperienee ib worldly aMtters but young in MMoiirf. 

The room being keked urn the itside to prerent intnuioB, 
and an injoDObioii to epeak low, for fear of the Orand Tjler, 
being pasted aroondi the oo&Tenatioii openedi and eeyeral 
a&eodotes were related that hare emliTened our note book finr 
jnany * year. 

The Chrand Leetorer led the way with a good Ulastntion of 

THE OABLl TOWr. 

'*I Was engaged daring January last year,'' he Said, 
it delivering a eonrse of leotores to the Lodge at Senile. 

*' Most of the brethren resided in the country, fiye or ten 
aSldi ttom the Lodge, and as is usoally the case, I saw but little 
of that fwrt of the membership, daring the three days and 
flights that I spent thera 

^ The moniing after the olose of my labors, jast as t was 
{rrej^aring to depart, the fraternal greetings so commonly oon- 
neeted with those oeoasions were intermpted by a messenger, 
who came riding hard and fitst into town, bringing dolefdl 
iMiwa. A disaster had oecorred. 

*' The house of Brother Logan had taken fire saddenly the 
night before, and so swiftly had the flames extended tliat the 
tmfortanate man was unable to save any part of his property. 
He had resoaed five of his ehOdren from the fire, burning him- 
mit in a shocking manner while so doing, and kaTing yet one 
aweet little girl to the flames. 

<* His profession being that of a house painter, all his stock 
had consisted in inflammsble materials, and these were entirely 
oonsumed in an adjoining shop. In short, the brother was 
absolutely ruined in a pecuniary senscy nor was it likely that he 
would erer regain his bodily powers so as to be able to support 
himself and family. 

^< Srother Logan was so w^ known around Seville far an 
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hAmbnom^ kooett man, that tU mtalli(eBC« of Uf nuiotioxiea 
gpread a gloom oyer the Tillage. Several of the citiseiie) Math 
ioale apd feaaale^ roA» imaediaMy o«t to tba plaoe to which 
the raimtaat of tl»e aoffiNriag fiuiwly had Thej 

took proYiaians, cjotbingt aii4 othar coiDfi)rt0v mth a liToly 
thought of tha deatitate. 

*' Ihare aro certaia oaUei whi^h 4^ heaii mwt he /oaaa^ 
eoed to reeiat and thia waa om. Tha henavolaot oharactar of 
the Sevillo peoi)le had fireqaantly befgre bMa t€#tad hy their 
good deeda, nor had the drafts of charity erer bee» proteatid. 
They were btmorMj accepted i» lliis partioiilar snataMe* 
Tha distraBsed family waa at once aapplie4* 

" My own departure waa delayed in Tiew of a Lodgi iaaet> 
iDg promptly called to cooaider what acijon ahoqld >e talcili 
m the premiaea. 

<' After aarefol conaideraftioni we decide^ tbi^ tbeapn^ 
Brother Iiogao, himaelf a Freemaaon and iron^ hie lelatifMMhip 
to the diatreesed man, a fitting agent te aronao pohUeifff^ 
pathy in hia behalf, should viait each xo^mher qS the pider^ 
individually, and solicit contributiona, an tfa^ce waa joat than 
a deficiency in the Lodge treasury. 

'< Thia benevolent effort it waa thsA firat g^ve to n^ fomi # 
dear idea of the moral force pf the eobl^ tew. 

^^ The messenger was auccesaful in presenting his fiither'p 
misfortunes in a pathetic manner. N(me oSered to reaist 
the claims of their scorched and wounded brailier« All ware 
moved by the genuine apirit of i»ty • Brptiierly love in eveiy 
inatanca prompted a generoua relief. But the diftipance ifi 
the umauint of contributiona waa ao remarkably contraated 
with the relative ability of the donora, that I waa unavoidably 
atauck with it 

*' Brother Lane, a retired land-apeculator, ^ jpun qf hia llftj 
thousand, if he had a cent, gave fm doUmr^. JSe did it cor* 
dially, and his message to the auffexing brother waa a kind 
and tender <H(ie, for he declared he felt abooat glad of tha 
accident, as it gave liim an opportiamty to show his Maannio 
feeUngis towards a brother in whom he had always fi»lt a live]|y 
interest. 
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^Bat slill ke oaly ^ytf»e dollars, &ad I had eacpeeM of 
him j|/%y at least. 

*' Broliher Wajten, a young m^ohant, stirag^ng wiih tfa« 
great difficnltieB connected mth tilie opemng of a mercantile 
bosiness on a smaU capital, gave ten iottars. And flie mes- 
sage tbat accompanied the money was worth as mnch more. 

^Tell your fisher/ said the noble yoong man, ^tiiat I 
would go oat and see lum in person did my business permit ; 
but my seirant shaH go, and yon shall give him an assurance 
from me that should he need ftu*ther aid, if he will send me a 
notification, I will divide my last dime with him !' 

^' Professor Oliphant, the teacher, secretary of the Lodge, 
a widoweir by the way, wil2i several children and an aged 
mother to support, an invafid with a troublesome dough, iodicfr- 
tive of consumption. Prof. Oliphant also gave ten doUarSy and 
with such pure cheerfulness as tripled i^e value of the ^. 

^AU, without exception, bestowed ^fts as he felt bound in 
conscience to do. But the widow's two mites were dropped 
in at the hand of Brother Anderson, a carpenter with a very 
large family of dau^ters, a poor man, but a devoted Mason. 

^^ The messenger called at the shop of Brother Anderson 
and related his woeful tale. The appeal reached a kind spirit. 
Fraternal sympathy a^tated the poor man's heart as with a 
teinpefirt, and when the story was ended, he rushed to the 
house, without a word, drained the old stockmg of its last 
coin; and gave it to the weeping youth. Then he saddled his 
horse and with a hasty remark, that he must go out and see 
for himself, he rode off. Subsequently I learned that this 
good Samaritan abode with Brother Logan for ten days, 
watching with him by night, and laboring in the daytime 
upon the new house that tiie bounty of the craft had enabled 
the imfortunate brother to commence. 

^^As I rode from Seville the next morning my heart could 
hot resist the contemplation of this subject. Why is there so 
much difference in the disposition of men towards heaven-sent 
charity, I asked ? Why do the rich stop at a per cent, of dona- 
tions so much smaller than the poor ; so that while the latter 
bestows one dollar from his scanty purse, the former from 
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Us lioHj estate feels himself to haye acted Eb«M% if 
he gives five or ten 7 Was it not in view of the fi^t, that 
wealth eontraetM the hearty that the law of Moses enjoined 
tenths of all properfy to be the Lord's? And as so mai^ of the 
Jewish rites were incorporated into speoolaiive Masonry is it 
not probable in view of the light affi>rded us by tradition, that 
thia iHEactioe was introduced among the rest? There is 
nothing on earth more uxgust than a per eapitam tax, noihing 
more equitable than a tax of tithes. 

*' The modem practice of assesring Lodge diieS| howetisr 
ccmveai^t in practice, is certainly based upon a very diler«nl 
theory, although the burden bring smalli and ehartered 
Lodges peculiarly a modem invention, I should not be dis- 
posed to make a difficulty upon this head* But when it oomsa 
to private d(Hmti<m for Hie poor of our order, the trae intent 
of the eMe taw lymM demands the former custom, that of 
assessment, and wherever speculative Masonry is praolioed 
in its trae spirit, we'shall find it to be so employed. 

^^Eaoh Mason is supposed to know the measure of his aim 
Cable tow, and to have estimated its length and strength* 

** Then, by the holy guide which lies open upon our altaxSy 
we should bestow as the Lord has bestowed on us, and as the 
diaxity is that of tithes, so shall be the reward, and he who 
keeps account of what we say (^ do in His name, e^w to a 
cup of cold water, will see to it that our works shall foflow 
us in the general reckoning of the other world.'' 

After the general applause which fdlowed this a|^ropriate 
sketch had ceased, and old Jack had wiped his spectaeles, 
they having, in some manner, become dim, the cigars were reKt, 
which had sympathetically gone out, and a movement was 
observed oa the part of Brother Gaines^ Winding down his 
long legs until tiiey came nearly as low as his head, he Uew 
away ihe okud of smoke that had gathered maliciously around 
him, and took the occasion to tell a circumstance connected 
witii 

THB JBWB' MASBIAGI niTB. 

Thkbb was a large gathering at the house of one of tha 
wealthiest Hebrews m Hamburg; for his only dau^ter, 



Kuth, Wtt fhat day to be niiited in oeiamage to &rael, partA^ 
hi trade with the weil-knowu banking house of Yonstehi'." All 
the traditiottal rites connected with tiie betrothal of a Jewish 
maiden^ had been darefolly maintained ; for the old man, 
thongh deroted to money making as the prime end of hntnan 
life, wae firmly attached to the ceremonials of his creed aH 
the only reasonable preparations for a life to eome. AU that 
could be learned from the most experienced rabbis had been 
adopted, and the wise Rabbi^ Ben Aaron, though b^ndi^ 
uftdhsr the wm^t of a century had made a journey all the 
Waf ftfte Cracow in Pdand, to join his experience to <hein. 
nte certeonial of matrria^ amongst the Jews is undoubtedly 
on^ of the oldest traditions in the world. Much of it, like ths 
tabala of FreemalM)niy, is only imparted to a fayored few and 
kj tbem trantanitted under the strictest pledges of seoteoy. 
Portions of it, it is thought, are not now understood by ftny 
EriAg person, the traditions haying been lost in the lapse df 
ages, while ihe practioe has been retained. 

Pertons who, by some peculiar favor, haye beon admitted 
to see it, giye a most gorgeous description of ibe expeunye 
preparati(«8, the solemn responses, and tibe imptessiviB rites 
e£ft Jewish wedding* My purpose at present is to describe 
bilt one, the breaking of the gUtBa. When the yarioua 
reaponfes had been duly made and t^l the tifaditionary eere* 
moni^ aatisfactorily performed, a solemn pause ensued. 
The officiating rabbi, a popular minister of the Jewish fiith in 
Hamtmcg, withdrew to a seat, learing the newly-joiited couple 
standing alone 'm the centre of the room. Then the Babbi, 
Ben Aaron, the ecclesiastic of a hundred years^ solemnlf 
" rose from his seat upon the eleyated station in the East, 
tottored down the steps by the assistance ai his senrant, and 
approached the pur. In his right hand he held a glass yessel 
with a long slender stem and large oapacUy. Addressing 
the bridegroom in his deep sepulchral yoice he said, ^^ The 
Lord make this woman that is come into thine house like 
Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel : 
and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem : 
and let thy hon^ be like the house of Phares, whom Ti 
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bare unto Judah <^ ihe sted irbioh die Lord shall give thee 

of this jowkg wooun/' 

To the young bride he next gate direotiona proptft to her 

change of life, and concerning the obe<Hence doe to he): hn»- 

band, tiien iridied for her the happiness of a firoitfol and 
peaoefnl home. 

But now the aged BaMi addreeang them both) aiaained a' 
monmfnl tone, and in the irootds of the Lamenter, he reminded 
them how " Ziou spreadeth fortih her hand and there is none 
to oomfort her : ti» lord has oast down his altar^ he hath 
abhorred lus sanotnary : for this our heart is ftiat ; fer these 
things our eyes are dim ; oar holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised the Iiord, is burned up with fire, 
and all our pleasant things are laid waste 1" At these words 
the fra^e cup was suddenly dashed against the floor, and a 
deep groan burst involuntarily from every bosom. 

The veteran retained slowly to Us seat and hid his fietce in 
his robe. Another itolemn pause, and agpun the officiating 
Babbi who had performed the principal ceremonies, returned 
to the twain who had been so impressively instructed con- 
cerning the destrttotion of ttie Temple, and espbuted to them 
that this portion of the Jewish history was "to be carefully 
imparted to the children whom the Lord might bestow upon 
them, to the end that it mSght never be forgotten^ 

The subject Was rather dtdl, and Brother 'GUnes had no 
oratorical abilities to enliven it. Just as he got through, the 
Grand Tyler's knock was heard at the door, oome to summon 
the members to the Lodge room. But nobody answered, and 
after listemng a while at the key bole, he went off, convinced 
that his own ears deceived him. 

A general call was now made upon old Jade to sing a song, 
very popular about that time, relating to the Albany Antir 
nuuonic O omfmnU oUy aad the Deputy Grand Master did not 
delay to answer the request. 
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THB A3!rriHAJ90N.« 

Oh, there wm an Antimiwoa, and hii name was Unda-inflkB 
^ And he Ihred down helow, down bdow, 

^ Bat he came a Tisiting a dosen times a weeki , 

He'd a heap of work for to do. 
Asehool to teach and a family to keep, 

And a press and a newspaper too, 
And neTttf to he idle, nor A wink of dwp^ 
Was the work, Undo IBck hadto do 
finm np the Bible— let it go ! 
Come, Brother Anti, gire a crow, (nilMla^) 
V6t there's no more work in the lfasoii*s Lodg^— 
On tiie tnstLo-board, moss shall grow. 

Oh, his school was crammed with a thronging (tat*- 

There were gentlemen and ladies too; 
Hie one to learn die ICason's pass, 

The other what Maeon's do. 
Old Nick with smQes, in a big book wrote, 

What the gentlemen wanted to know; 
Bat he blushed when he tamed to the pettiooali 

Aad he whispered a word or two. ( CSbsrMs). 

His fhmily, the pride and gems of the place, 

There was MerrUk^ Seuford^ Oratig0ry yoa knoir 
And a president to rale, and .a preacher to giace,— 

Six score each a foss coold blow ! 
On good hot meat these children were fed, 

Twas cooked down below, down below, 
And the wines the j drank in the goblets red, 

Jhnm the veins of the Masons ilow. (Ckonu.) 

His Jonmal, filled with smashing lies, 

Was sent throogh all the natioa; 
Unde Nick called on his Totaries, 

** Come, help its drcolation 1" 
On the shel^ on the file, on the table strewed, 

Syery carrier swift did go ; 
And in the tvj house of God, 

This Antimason paper strow. ( Gftoms.) 

Oh, there lis an Antimason, and his name is Unele Vkkt 
Bat he stays down below, down below ; 

For his school's broke np^imd his children sick. 
And his printers joined the foe. 

And the Kasons' cause, so gloomy then. 
Is bright as the noonday now, 

" A iar-« UiicU Ned." Masonic Lyrics, No. 6, by the Author. 
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Aad 1MI1» llien't loT« ud troth la awB, 

The light of the Iiodg« shall glow. 
Brui^ out the BtbUf let it glow I 
Come, brother Masons, give a crow, (tndaCBi) 
Wot tiien » work jet in die BlammlB Lodg«» 
As the trestle board long shall ahow. 

A roar of involuxitary applause followed this ftir hit at a 
defimet party, and old Jack was so well pleased with his own 
performance that he incontinently added this anecdote : 

A large delegation from almost every State in the Union, 
united in laying the comer stone of Washington's Monument 
at Washington City, July 4th, 1848. Among the rest was 
Gen. W— , formerly Orand Master of the State of — ^, 
This gentleman is well known for his contempt of all Anti- 
masons and for having had a fight in his younger days with 
three of their party leaders at once, in which he whipped 
them all. After the ceremonies were ended, the General was 
walking to his hotel, arm in arm with a member of Congress 
from his own State, when whom should they overtake but one 
of the men who had been most active in that raBcally Albany 
convention some twenty years before. The member stopped 
him and just for the sake of devilment, introduced <^ His 
particular friend, Gen. W*— -^, to his esteemed friend. Gov. 

S !" The ez-govemor politely held out his hand, but 

the General drew himself erect with a stem look of enquiry, 
and asked, ^^ Did I understand it, Ghvemar S.! " ^'Yes, 
sir," blandly responded that gentleman. '^ Governor S. of 
New York ?" " Yes, sir," replied the gentleman in question, 
drawing back his extended fork, and looking offended in his 
turn. ^^ Governor S., who was chairman of the Albany 
Antimasonic Convention 7" ^^ Yes," fiercely responded the 
badgered mdividual, looking as though he woiUd as soon 
strike somebody as not. By this time a doien persons had 
gathered around, seeing something in the General's face that 
gave hopes of a fight ^^ Then, Mr. Ex-Go vemor S., (f you 
are the gentleman from New York, and tf you were Chair- 
man of the Albany Antimasonic Convention, and if after that 
you could witness a Masonic celebration as you have to-day, 
all I have got to say is, if youTl come to my State TU help 
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tar and feather you !" And the Ckneral iuniMl fleroelj 
away, nor would he e^er have another word to aaj to his old 
friend, the member. 

Brother Fenner>waa aliogether of opinioii that ihe General 
served him right He thought that a list of the members of 
that Convention eu^ht to be published and sent to every 
Grand Lodge in the United States. 

For his part he would vote against an Antimason for eveiy 
offioe from constable up« 

Seing called upon by the Grand Lecturer to explain what 
he meant by an Antimason. He said, '^ any man who would 
try to make political or odier capital by denouncing Masonry," 
He then related the following touohii^ anecdote concerning 



There were two brothers in tiie eastern part of Kentaeky 
Both of them had been members of the Grand Lodge^ and 
noted for their proficiency in the landmarks and adaptations 
of Masonry. By accident, the elder of the two, in a hunting 
excursion, wounded himself so severely tiiat he died the same 
day. He was borne to Ins house, and his children called 
around, Que wife having been dead for several years^) to see 
his departure. His brother came with speed, to lend tiie last 
kind offices, and voluntarily proposed to take charge of the 
children, now doubly orphaned, and to rear them as his own. 
All that business aflEurs dictated was soon arranged, for tiiesa 
men had not wuted until "the death-hour to draw up their 
wOls and to square their accounts with tiie world.* The 
interests of the soul were likewise disposed of, for the great 
Treasurer in heaven had received from tiie dying man many 
a depodt of faith and good works and stood prepared, that 
dying man knew it, to honor any draft that might be drawn 
Christ as the endorser. Ebnds had been pressed, a Use 



* WhMiBrallnr OwKge Wtitilngtoii wai ttken Ul with tfie«addea aMiok IIm* 
ilimd IHi • il itt iH B , It iTM tm»& that all km •ooaoati w«re halwa—d^ and 
bto p M fwn tladay tottK Stoiday I t fc fi. TUs uitiM tnu* Twaple Sytle*, •«! 
kit good. 
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from Moh wondering child reoeirody and the 8iimm<med then 
doted his eyos pttiently to ftwoit the eidl of death. Death 
irae not slow jb eoming. Soon the tongne lost its power of 
speech; the limbs refused to obey the will; the sense of 
bearing fldled, and then to see was all that remained to one 
nbo had been noted for twenij years, as the strong of hand 
and the swift of foot. 

Bat noWy as he lay thus imprisoned in the dungeon of his 
thou^tSy a grief came OTer him. It was plain, by those heavy . 
lighs, those big round tears, and that look of anguish, that 
the departure of this Christian soul was not so peaceful as 
it should be. The brother, who leaned affectionately above 
hSB pillow, marked the change with acute sorrow. What had 
thus oppressed the dying man ! what business matter unset- 
fled, what conscience matter undisposed of, was dropping 
bitterness into his cup of death ! 

The departing Mason opened his eyes and cast a glance, 
inexpressibly mournful, upon his chHdren, and then upon his 
brother. It said : '^ Broker, I go the way of all flesb, and I 
leare these Iambs with thee ; if thou shalt fail in thy care-— 
if thy pledge to me shall be broken or forgotten, whom have 
iliev on earth ? I have seen tbe aifiiction of the fatherless 

^* no words were needed to make all tlus plain ; but how 

fliiould such a doubting soul be answered. All avenues to the 
understanding were choked up save the nghty and that was 
&8t becoming clouded. But with a ready thought the brother 
stooped and plucked off his sJioe, and holding it up, full in 
the view of God, himself and his departing friend, he laid it 
in his extended palm and thus sealed liie covenant with the 
dead. It was enough, it was understood. A smile of approval 
that bursting firom the heart, forced its way through the stif- 
fened muscles to the face, gave token that the other party 
acknowledged the symbol— and so he died. The smile 
remained when the coffin lid was laid above it. And now in 
a mountain grave-yard, where many a tombstone bears a 
Mason mark, there is one sacred to the memory of Waixaob 
M. T ■ , whose symbol is the plain elipper^ the sealing 

of the ooyenant between the living and the dead. 
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The relation of Hob ciievofmianoe elieited yarkma reoiaffai, 
in which some difference of s^timent ma manifested relative 
to the real meaning of that ancient laraelitiflh symbol, the 
$Upper. 

This being ended, Brother OoUins, Jnnior Warden and 
representative of Phenician Lodge, No 87, related tiitf follow«» 
ing account of 

THB ICaSOH'B WIDOW. 

There came a widow lady to our neighborhood last May, 
who said she wanted to make up a small class to teach, wax 
work to young ladies. None of us knew anything of her, and 
as we are rather poor in our county, we didnH give her much 
encouragement. After trying foe ten days without securing 
a single scholar, she fell sick at my house. My wife turning 
over her trunk to get some things she wanted, came across a 

signet of the degree. Now the old lady is mighty 

fond of that degree, and she can read the signet like a book, 
and 80 she asked Mrs. Lane, (that was the stranger's name) 
about it. 

The widow said her husband had been a Mason and had 
got her to take that degree, but she thought so littie of 
Masonry, she had never paid any attention to it. However 
she had kept her husband's demit and diploma and his Mascxi's 
apron, and other things, and showed them to my wife, who 
brou^t them to me. It didn't take me long to get her some 
scholars, and by the time she got well, we had a good schod 
ready for her, and she has remained in the neighborhood ever 
since. 

The question, as to how fiur females have privileges in con- 
nection with Masonry, and how they can make themselves 
known when among strangers, and in distress, was now dis- 
cussed at length. 

The Grand Lecturer suggested that if Androgynous degrees 
are at all allowable, something better should be gnren to the 
ladies than the trashy, superficial ones invented by dull wits 
within the last fifteen years. 
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This aroosed the oppositioQ of the Depaty Onmi Maeter, 
who had so often coiderredthe — — degree, that it waa 
akooat b<me of hie bone. 

To cloee the diaeuMiony whioh waa getting a litOe wann, 
Brother LevingB, Worahipfiil Maater of NonmetaDio Lodge, 
Ko. 106, gave in hia ezperiaBoe aa fidlowa : 

XHi ditil'b halt acbm. 

In the npper part of Lonimana near the Aikansaa side, 
there used to be one of the moat (Jod-defying aets of peoj^ 
ever heard of. There waa no Sabbath day amongst e&m, for 
they served their maater, the devil, $even dojfi in a week, 
with freedom, fervenoy, and seal. 

Horse raeing, eook fitting, and the most eniel sports of all 
kmda, were their diversions. lighting, gon^ng, ttid morder 
were eommon enough* Ab (or such a thing as legal restraint, 
the very idea wa^ landed at. Grand Juiies were compelled 
to wink at what they dared not present ; circuit judges suf- 
fered the grossest infractions of the law to pass unchecked 
imder their very noses ; sherifb and constables were hail- 
fellows well met with the wickedest of them^ — ^such was Lou* 
isiaxia, near the Arkansas line, fifteen or twenty years ago. 

The Methodist Conference had long looked eagerly at that 
regk>n, for the nearer the devil is to getting a man, the 
mmre that diurch tries to aave him ! 

More than once their Bishop had sent an itinerant preachex 
there, but he was so glad to get away with a whole skin, that 
he took eare to say aa little about what happened to him aa 
possible. At last <dd Father Goolsbury offered to itinerate 
that field if the Bishop desired it, and the Bishop gladly 
jumped at the cha&oe. Parson G. waa a man of great experi- 
ence, particularly in a department like this. He had itinerated 
dear around, from the Falls of Niagara to Bed River, keepmg 
ri^t on the edge of civiliiation all the way, and he was the 
very man £:>r the jdace* Nobody could preach oftener in a 
day than Father Goolsbury, or do it in ruder places. Nobody 
could eat rougher, deep harder, ride longer, awim bolder, ot 
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Loniaiana, and the Bisli^ appointtd him ioBtaator. A ooOo»- 
tion was taken up to bay him a aploadid hone, the only thing 
in th« world ezeopi aimidra, the old man lowtd. Tho kind 
Mton tninad in and made him half a doion akirls ; n now 
suit of olothes ont^and-out was bon^ for him, aad thou with 
a joke and a prayer and a tear, and two stansas of Wesley's 
songs, the intrepid parson departed. 

Now there was a village in the very heart of this pande- 
monium, oalied by the proprietor, ToiAriUe, oft some such 
name; but from the quality of the atmosf^ere, and the 
murderous brawls thai oontinually ocourred there, the oountry 
people had christened it The DeviP$ Balf Acre. No traveler 
ever stopped there twice. No sober nei^bor ever visited 
there on a public day. No respectable woman ever rode 
through there at all. There was no diuroh and no 8eho<4 in 
TockviUe ; but tiiere was a score of grogdiops, bowling alleys, 
gambhng houses, ke.; and tiiere was a race course hard by, 
which, to many a poor fellow, had proved to be the entrance 
te eternal dei^. 

At this very place, unpromising as it seemed, the old itin^ 
erant published his first appointment. He rightly thou^t 
that if he could make the thing grind at l%e Demr$ Edf 
Acre it would grind anywhere ; but if he thought to get an 
easy grist of it, he made as iMg a mistake as if he had torn 
his diirt. For no sooner was Us notice posted on the tavem 
door than it was torn down with rage, and a popular order 
^ven to the daring minister to evacuate the village forthwith. 
Nodung daunted however, he wrote out a second annotmoe- 
ment and declared that he would return the next Sabbath, and 
preach in the pubUc square if he couldn't get a house, for the 
Bishop had ordered him to preach and preaoh he would, er 
sreak a hame-string trying." 

Now Father Goolsbmy was not the man to Cmo each a 
devil's crew as the Tockvillers without some preparation. 
He had been ducked, and whipped, and tarred-and-fea&ered 
too often in his ministerial care«* not to know where he stood. 
And when he made his iqypcMntment at The DmriPn BsffAere 
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Us ivMe pbn was well lOAtimd. Ik was mo/fbmg nore <»r 
less thaa ta make m Muome ifffmr (^it. 

Theve was A Mason Lodge aa tiie adjoiniiig oovntf , maiiy 
<C the jMQibecB IM^ neav' Seabriita, aad tke^M ma)^ sat 
himself dHigenily to hunting them up. Aatetas he Ibmad 
one, ha showed him the necessity for reli^^on in that oommu 
nity ; the n&ny efforts that ha^ keen yaanly made to introduce 
it ; the danger to a brother Mason now ;— and other things 
eqnally pressing. His san^nons was answered in the same 
sprit in which it had been made. So, when the Sabbath 
moroing soHad arond, the Rev. Jabea OoeM>usy node' into 
3%e DeviPs Self Acre, accompanied by sizty^three monnted 
Masons, well armed and prepared eiiiher for peace or war. 
It waa peace. The TcckviHe folks were evewwed, and ^iSt a 
hand waa raised against them. The seimon waa a good one; 
and it was. followed up by an ezhcrtatisii ihait would httfe 
doaaa credit to Brother Mafflt hkiself. At ihiw o'clock a 
second sermon was delivered, and considerable feeling maid^ 
fasted among the andience. At aig)bi a general calm was 
appacent, so psomiaing b fact that the Masons left their 
pistols at the tarem, aad Parson Geolsbury was permitted to 
preach in one of the bowling alleys in yiew of a bad cold he 
had caoght Never was there such a general knocking 
down of pins in that alley before ! The idneraat out^preaohed 
all creaii<». It was a perfect pentecost The hardest hearts 
melted. Women screamed. Men groaned aad fell an their, 
foces. The Masons generally became convicted. In short, a 
revival was started that night and it lasted two wedss. 

Then came the baptinng. Parson O. organised a churdi 
at Tockville, with more tiban eighty members, and named it 
2%s PlMckedrBrand church, and after he had got through 
baptisiag the people, he threw a handful of water into the air, 
and said, ^^ Devil's Half Acre I bi^daoe thee by the name ef 
Jerusalem," and ever since that time it has been so styl^. 
But the best of the whole thing was — — — > 
Here the speaker was interrupted by a loud rap at the 
door. The Grand Tyler, who had felt all along cgtavinced 

that there mmt bo somebody in the Grand Secretary's rooaa^ 

7 



I 



94 muuMi, nr thixe oonhbohoh wm juaoMET. 

had itopped baok to tbe door on tiptoe and fiatfload, imkil Iia 
hoard Brother L&vmngPf jnat at the break of hia atoxy* 
Then he rapped and amnmoiied ihem to ^>pear in the Grand 
Lodg» room, and ae ended eneof 4he iMak ddi^itfid little 
epiaodeeofourlifii. 
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THIXB OOVVBOTIOH WITH MAaOVBT. 

fEztrad from mm Adirui hf Him Amtkar. ) 

** Nob can anj inaarmoantable objection be urged, whj the 
fidr aez ahonld not partidpate in the privilegea and ahare the 
pleaaorea of thia kind of aaaociation. (The apeaker ia t^tn^ 
ring to the plan of Zo^tfa <P vi<fop<mi» patroniied by Joaephine 
when wife of the Firrt Conaol Bonaparte.) If it be a claim 
to poflaem phyaical weaknen, if gentlenen in i»tirement and 
dependence ia aooietj call for that aid which nmtaal aaaom- 
tiona guarantee, surely the female portion of mankind, of all 
the world, atand upon this footing. • • • • 
I would not be misunderatood. I do not aak that the doora 
of our chartered Lodges should be thrown open to females. 

^The Tsry terms of admission, the preparation and the 
reception, forbid the Mason granting such a priyilege to 
woman, however exalted or deserving. Whatever key to the 
world's mysterieg, and to life's treasures, may be intrusted to 
her, iht key to the Lodge room is eternally denied her ; its 
doors are eternally barracadoed aguost her entrance. 

^^ Her ligjbt footstep may thrill upon our hearts, but we must 
aear it outtide the door. Her soft voice may arouse pasnonate 
emotions within us as she pleads for aid, outeide the door. The 
iunahine of her presence may and shall penetrate our walls, 
and warm our hearts in charity as she shines upon us, outeidi 
the door. 

*^ But her sphere is in the heavens, our$ within the Lodge, 
and though her light and warmth may reach us, her form 
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Manot enter. Ttubu oak not^ sweet voicey for we oannot grant 
tlue boon* SeA not^ aear form, fer you never can peas these 
portals. £ko€k no€^ aoft hands, for our inexorable guardian 
IS steded against yoar aj^roaeh. Disgraced amongst the 
worid's hoiiesty and traitcM to the hi^ieet sense of obligation, 
we should be aa uwodhj of yoor notioe as of the companion- 
diip of our own farethron, were we-tiuup to betray our trost." 



UBERALITT OF THE JEWS. 

SoxB haye wondered at the extreme liberality of this people 
irhen a call was made upon them by Eang David to join him 
in preparations for building the Temple. Their donations 
amounted to many thousand talents of gold, of silver, and of 
brass, (probably copper, as it is not supposed that the com- 
pound which goes by the name of brass, was known in those 
days,) and no less than (me hundred thousand of iron. 
Leaving out all extravagant estimates and taking the talent at 
its most moderate computation, the value of these treasures 
was enormous ; and the question naturally arises how a class 
of persons somewhat notorious even then for economy a. 
expenditures, were wrought upon to be so liberal ? 

In reply, we may offer various conjectures. It was a time 
of general unity and peace, consequentiy a time of plenty. 

Each tribe had at last settled down with enlarged borders 
to enjoy the fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham, and 
each tribe acknowledged that to David's vdor and prudence 
they were indebted under Ood for this blessing. Then the 
royal bounty of Daidd himself who, out of his own private 
treasures, in his distress^ as he pathetically remarks, gave 
no less than three thousand talents of gold, and seven thousand 
of niver, besides brass, iron, wood, and building stones. Thw 
liborality of hi3 excited the principle of emulation among the 
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people to tto luj^Mt pitA* The dauo to ereol w edifloe 
more ooifly tbea any heethm tomple/aa Jehofeh wee ibo?e 
eD the godi^ tfaii too wee oaledated to toach tiieir nalional 
pride, and oali ovfe tteir more generooa fbefiagi. Nol to 
depreoiftto the Jewish liberalily, ii smj MTHrtheiMi be added 
ibii thia waa the firat oall sMde wfom tbair poraea dnee 
BenOeel ^whio^edtbe fiwutare^ of the tahaaiaoia o«t of ihe 
apcnla of die Egyptians, and although we oannot aaj in the 
style of aK)dem philanthropists, *' that they had learned to 
g^ye/' yet we may aee that the call waa one so urgent and 
accompanied with so many motires to liherality, that it was 
calculatod to break down all the barriers of paiaunony, and 
OTon of ordinary economy. 



LIBAKON. 

A modem traveler, who spent much time in traveliog 
orer the mountain ranges of Judea and Syria, estimatoa 
the ancient cedars still remaining upon Mount Lebanon at 
about /ottf* hundred in number. They are found in a maf^ 
group of about three quarters of a mUe in circumference. 
S(»ne of them are yery large, aa much aa one hundred feet in 
hmght and forty in circumference, while all bear tokens of 
great age. Oonsidering the slowness of the cedar'a growth» 
and the indestructibiKly of its wood by any natural caoses, 
save that of fire, it ii not unreasonable to suppose that these 
scions of a princely race, may hare essted and even been of 
good siie when the axes of Adoniram's thirty thousand made 
the mountain eehoea answer back the aoonda. 
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THE GHUBGH TRIAL ; 

0B9JTNIN' THEMA8ON6. 

The Rev. Baruch Heidleberger was arraigned before the 
JSSete congregation /or ^yntn' the Frmma»on», People eum 
f^r and neere to see him tried. It was better ndr a hone 
raee to the folks m them diggin%^ and meet as good as a 
fcanpng. 

The members of the ohtiroh, many of them, bron^ their 
^mHim in wagons detarmed to Bee it tmtj cost what it mout. 

Old Miss Slownp, the cake oonum, brought her whole 
stock along ; so did free Josh, who makes temperance beer 
out of whisky and molasses ; so did Sock Freefinghysen, wha 
peddles cowbells of his own manofacture. Candidates were 
ihere^ agents were there, the devil (printer's) was there* 
The Masons, of whom there are not many among those 
desolate hills mustered in full strong^. Finally, there was a 
general tamH>ut, and to conclude, we were there ourself. 

Parson Heidleberger's wife, who had gone sick when she 
heem tdl that her beloved Baruch had pitched headforemost 
into Mamyntry^ got well again when she found he was likely to 
be expelled from the church on account of it, and twch her 
lord'a part with infinite vivacity. She had $arehed in vain 
for the brand; it couldn't be found. 

It was Hie Saturday before the third Sabbath in May. 
Effete church was eariy crowded, ehoeifuU. Its sei^ 
made of rails, whose sharp edges would have aroused the 
S[jnapathy of a rooster, were crowded thickly on their pointt 
of gravity, by human beings painfully balanced. The pulpit 
was but a pen closed on three sides, but it was crowded by 
five and one half preachers, come to help the breetktin tiy 
the case and degrade the criminal. The reverend monsteor 
himself was on the spot. He was an old man with thin gray 
hairs, tall in stature, but with a downcast look like an omphal- 
opaychite ; meek in countenanoe, gentle of speech, benevolent 
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in visage— who would have thought to see him ntting then, 
gjlrrng calmly around him, that he, Baruch Heidleberger, fiir 
twenty years a zealous minister, who had stemmed the torrent 
of religious innovations, could so grievously have overstepped 
ohurch rules smijyned the Masom, But he had, and here 
was the result. What's the world coming to? who knows ? 

Effete church was not at all like the temple of Luxor, either 
in shape or magnificence, still less did it resemble King Solo- 
mon's Temple. On the contrary it was a low dirtnlaabed log 
eabin of a thing, 40 by SO, plain as linsey and cdid as a 
quaker. As Rev. Mr. Heidleberger arose in it to answer 
the charges read by the moderator and to plead to the merits 
of the case, his bald top just reached the ciw beams that 
bound the eenda of the building together. 

lie charges were specific ; the plea was fffUlty. 

A hurried consultation in a hoarse whisper heard to the 
horse-block, and then the moderator in a confused manner 
begged leave to axe the c<mgurga$hun ef he should deklar the 
gmlty brother expended or suepeUed. 

Another hurried consultation— during which demng old 
oamen^ who wore black bonnets and no shoes, loudly clamored 
mupd him^ mepel him^ — after which tbe moderator prudentiy 
expressed the idea that had been hinted to him by one of the 
older members, and told Parson Heidleberger ^^ef he*d any- 
thing to norate in the way of vindicshun he mout." 

The criminal acknowledged the courtesy by a low bow and 
went on in his meek, quiet way to norate : 

^ I feel to admit breethren beloved, (the old man difiered 
from Webster in his ortheopy, as the reader will perceive,) I 
feel to admit that cordin to church rules, I done wrong. YeSy 
I done wrong. Masontry is a seacurt instushun, and you all 
done gin in your testimonies gin seacurt instushuns, long ago." 

A fat sort of a groan from the old ladies, and a general 
expression of, yee^ praiee the Loid, 

*' I know that when Bob Clink got drunk and set my bakky 
tMum to fire, you suspelled him, and when you tuck him back, 
and he quit drink and jyned the Sons, you suspelled him 
igsin." 



XHB CHURCH TBIAL. 99 

An aflsenration, contradictory to the intention of the second 
commandment from the aforesaid Bob, who was present, and 
the chorus from the aforesud antiquaries, y6«, praise tike 
Lard! 

^^ But breethem, I want you to zamin this matter, ciklurly 
by the light of scriptur." 

An interruption from the moderator who informed the bad 
man with great correctness, 'f that scriptur had nothin' to do 
with this matter, and eff he'd anything to nofate i4fhy he jyned 
the Masons heM better do it to wonate.'^ 

" I oilers thought, breethem beloved,'' pursued the criminal 
with some hesitation, ^^ I oUers thought that our church rules 
was the same as scriptur. Leastways that's how I oDert 
oonstrued the matter for twenty year, that I've been trying 
to preach the gospel and you nerer set me to rights afore. 
Well, breethem beloved, I have jyned the Masons and Fll tell 
you tt^Ay , I did it sose to understand scriptur better and bekase 
I thought I mout be more useful. I haint found nothing 
wrong in it so fur. It's a good thing. It's a blessed thing, 
bieethem beloved. You'd all of you say 'twai^ good if you 
had it* There's mysteries in it that makes a man think better 
of hisself, his God and humans. There's mysteries in it. * 

• • • • Ifow how many breethern and sbtert 
is there of 70U here, who'd like to know the mysteries of 
Masontry ? Let em rise at wonste to their feet ! " 

Up, by a common impulse flew the crowd. Up, in spite of 
rheumatics and old age, the very foremost of all, flew the old 
women, with a praise the Lordy half out of their throats* 
Up hopped the moderator, his mouth flung open gate-likt 
from ear to ear. Up bounced Bob Clink with an oath. Up 
popped the Masons with surprise. Up sprung the rosy- 
cheeked maidens with cheeks rendered yet more rosy by 
mysterious conjectures and imaginations. Up hitched the 
young men who hoped now to get out all the kernel of 
Mksontrjf without having to break the shell. 

All were on the perpendicular before the echo of Parson 
Heidleberger's proposition had ceased to vibrate along the 
dusty roof. 
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The old geutlemaa glsAced benevoleatiy around the church, 
looked over the pulpit, scaimed the moderator's countenance 
with a half smile, and went on with his exposition. 

*' Your curiosity, breethem beloy^d, is just like mine was 
before I jyned the Masons. Now, the Lodge ain't full yet, 
and if you'll do like I did, the Masons will may be let you in !" 

The hit was too good to be overlooked. A general roar 
from the crowd acknowledged it. Bob Clink took a duck-fit 
and was carried « out in spasms. The Masons clapped with 
their hands and stamped with their feet. The maidens ^ggled. 
The five preacher^ and a half (the fraction represents the 
moderator) and the old women, were the only serious faces. 

For half an hour it jseemed as if the meeting would break 
up without further discussioi^. 

Silence was at length restored and old Parson Heidleberger 
qoutiaued his remarks, as he took a spider out of his hair thai 
had been shaken down from the roof. * 

^^ I didn't try this plan, breethem beloved, to pick, you up 
—not by no means* I only did it to see whether I stood 
alone» in curiosity to learn the secrets of Masontry. I am 
proud to find all the breethem and sistern in the same fix. 
Then I think, breethren beloved, you ought to bear with me, 
jl)eloved." 

A tear from the old man. 

^' 1 have been in and out before you, for many a year, axul 
it's in my heart to live and die with you.'' 
; A low shout firom Mrs. Heidleberger, and weeping among 
the women generally, all but the aforesaid antiquated. 

^^ I pronuse you, breethren beloved, on the word of a 
Ma o , of a Christian I mean, that my Masontry shall only 
make me more industrious and praying. I'll love you better, 
if possible, than ever I did before, beloved. And I pray the 
Lord to put it into your hearts to ded justly with me, breethem 
beloved." 



But the Church expelled him forthwith without a 
voice, and we came away. 
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CATHARINE WILLIAMS; 

OB, HUSBAND AND WIFB< 

' The patient in i pirit is better than the prood in gpirit.'' 

It was a pleasant summer erening, just as the silence (tf 
natve announced that the Gr»id Master of the universe was 
about to dose his lodge for the jday, and to give bird, beast, 
and man the refreshment of repose. Two ladies, both young 
and beautiful, walked hand in hand together, down the avenue 
lined by tall wood poplars (Idriodendran tulipifera)^ which 
marked the boundary between their respective dwellings. 
Each was beautaftd as we have said, but there was a marked 
difference in their style of beauty. One was of the modest, 
retiring order of loveliness, diat manner of beauty which 
W€ar9 so well, and bears so sacred a place in all the relations 
of maiden, wife, and mother. Her plain neat dress left no 
place for gaudy ornament ; her low winning tone of voice was 
musical as a lute ; tiie beholder, while observing Martha Bone, 
could not but feel that a jewel lay widiin, richer than all the 
diamonds of €k>lconda. The other exhibited a superb, queenly 
air that at times, in the warmth of conversation, assumed a 
scornful aspect which augured ill for the hsppiness of hka 
who should wia Gathanne Williams. Yet her beauty was 
most lustrous and bewitching. STone could see her Mack, 
sparkling eye, her magnificent tresses, or her commanding 
form, set off as it was with all the splendor of dress and the 
witchery of female ornament, without feeling impelled to take 
a second view and then a third. Catharine had been known 
from infancy as the splendid heiress, and now that her &ther 
was dead aiid there was no restraint upon her disposal of his 
large poBsesmons, she carried a high air among th^ more humbk 
beauties of the village. 

Walking thus together the two cousins, for such lliey were, 
oonversed in earnest voice, aetd thus Martha spake : 
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^^And IS that really jour decision, Kate 7 can you slight so 
true a heart as Herman's on so frivolous a pretext as that ? 
What ! discard an engaged lover because he is a Mason ? 
who ever heard of such a thing ? now acknowledge that you 
are jesting with me ail this time ! ** 

^^ You may call it frivolous or not, just as you please, Martha," 
responded Eate, as she curled her pretty lip and elevated 
her brows, in a pet at the words of her cousin ; ^' but frivolous 
or not it is my decision, and my final one, and so Herman will 
find it. If he had been led thou^tlessly into the Masonic 
order I could have overlooked his heedlessness, and forget 
that he had ever joined them. But he must discard it now, 
at once and forever,* or he shall never j)os8e88 my hand.'' 

^^And you have really told him this ?" inquired her couan 
aaodously. 

^^And I have told him tlds, and told it to him pretty 
plainly too. I confess I felt Uiat he had treated me badly. 
He mu9t liave known my sentiments on the subject of Masonry 
from the very commencement of our acquiuntance. He must 
have known that dear papa was seriously opposed to it, and 
for many years took a decided stand against it. dould he 
expect my father's daughter to do less ? Should I not be 
recreant to every principle of daughteriy amotion, if I failed 
to sustain my father in what was the ruling principle of his 
old age ? Jjong before he died he declared to me that if a 
daughter of his should condescend to marry a Mason he 
would never open his doors to her again Judge then of my 
astonishment when I saw Herman Groswell in the procesdon 
yesterday, not merely participating in their nonsensical cere- 
monies, but actmg as their presiding officer, and wearing their 
childish aprons aad scarfr with as much delist as thou^ it 
were heaven on earth to be a Freemason !" 

And did you propose to him to renounce Mascmry ? '* 
When he called on me last nig^t I met him so coolly as 
to give him at once to understand how much I felt aggrieved 
by his ocmduct. As to our engagement I told him poritively 
it must be dissolvM, for my heart was steel to a ISmm. He 
had shown meh a w«i>t of oonfidenoe by concealing Us 
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Masonic attachments from me, that I could no longer feel 
any attachment for him. He then beggpd permission to call 
to-night and explain his conduct, and so we parted." 

This unexpected communication quite took away the breath 
of the fair questioner. The facility with which the engage- 
ment had been broken up was so contr^euy to all her ideas of 
love and betrothal, that she walked by Catharine's side until 
they arriyed at the very extremity of the avenue without 
another word. But then, as the coquettish ^1 turned towards 
her own dwelling, with a cheerful good-night, Martha laid a 
finger upon her arm and detained her : 

^^ Will you not tell me, Katy dear, what are your insuper- 
able objectbns against Masonry 7 Perhaps I may have a 
Mason some day for a lover, who knows ! and I should like 
of all things to be forewarned against committing this unpar- 
donable sin of marrying one ! Masonry must be something 
very horrific to break up your engagement with Herman, so 
suddenly.. Come, dear cousin, enlighten me." 

^^ It would be a sufficient argument for me," returned the 
heiress, ^* that deav papa was so much opposed to it. The 
bountiful fortune that he has left me, ought not to be shared 
with one whom he would not have suffered even to darken his 
doors. But I have examined this subject for myself. Bj 
papa's request, I read the various authors to whom our 
counky is indebted for exposing the horrid evils of Masonry ; 
and I am thorougjbly convinced that there is no baseness but 
what Masons do commit, or at least are tempted to commit 
by the principles of their society. Now I will never marry a 
man whose secrets I cannot share. When Grod pnmounced 
oonceming man and wife, these twain shall be one fleshy he 
meant that their knowledge and aims, as well as their enjoy- 
ments and sorrows, should be mutual. So at least I construe 
it, and so will I act in regard to it. My head shall never be 
{Allowed upon a casket that is sealed to me, for there can be 
no permanent aflfoction where there is concealment." * 

* Do we not love God T ia not oar heart tender towuSe Jetoe Cbriet t do «• 
not rest io faith on his gracioae arm 7 mod yet the tecret ihingg belong to God. 
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^^ Bat do jou expect/' pursued Martha earnestly, ^^ do 
you expect that your husband will share with you aU his 
secrets ? all that is Connected with his business aflGurs, witli 
his worldly plans, his combmations, his dealings with men, 
often running into altercations,' harsh and perhaps unfeminine ? 
How will you be able to comprehend these things, not having 
a man's experience for them ? how can you desire to know 
them, not having a man's taste for them ? how" • • • 

Here a sudden noise as of approaching feet, caused the 
warm-hearted speaker to stop, and before the two ladies could 
step out from under the shelter of a large grapevine under 
which they stood, they distinctly heard, in spite of an 
instinctive desire not to hear it, these words : 

** Now, if my wife were to hear of this it would render her 
very miserable; but we must carefully conceal the matter 
from her." 

The remark came from Mr. Hoggs, the venerable clergy- 
man of the village, one of the oldest ministers in all the land, 
and one too who was known as an opponent, though a mild 
one, of the Masonic cause; it was adressed to one of his 
leading parishioners who was riding by his side. 

Observing the young ladies, and knowing that they must 
have overheard him, the good parson stopped his horse, and 
after a friendly greeting, remarked to them in a serious tone : 

*^ My dear lifiss Catharine and Miss Martha, as the words 
which you so unintentionally overheard, may have sounded 
strangely to you I will ask permission to explain tiiem. 

They relate to an affiur tiiat has lately occurred in which 
Mrs. Hoggs' brother is deeply implicated. The difficulty at 
one time tiireatened to be serious, but we have contrived 
thus iar to hush it up, and it is now in a very fiur way to be 
eompromised. 

In Mrs. Hoggs' present state of health the knowledge of it 
mi^t he highly dangerous to her ; at all events it is not a 
matter for a woman to meddle with. I shall therefore hope, 
my dear young friends, that no indiscretion on your part will 
expose me to inquiries from Mrs. Hogg on this subject, and 
so, fair maidens, good mght." And bowing gracefully to the 
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eouams, the good old genileman rode off with his friend, 
reneviiig the conyersation at the point at which it had been 
interrupted. 

Martha looked up triumphantly to E^ate, while a merry 
twinkle danced in her eye, and remarked : 

" Now, COS, could an jthing haye been more opportune than 
that. How perfectly does it corroborate the declaration I 
was about to make, that husbands haye thingi to do and to 
know in the affiiirs of life, of which thdr wiyes must axid 
should remain ignorant." 

^^ If you like to be thrust aside in that manner, Martha, you 
may submit to it," responded Kate with an air of annoyance ; 
'^ and I hope to goodness gracious that you'll get a husband 
whose chest is locked with a triple key. For my part I shall 
be satisfied with less mystery and more candor. So once 
more, dear Mat, goodnight, and here's a kiss to seal my loyc, 
and conyince you that I bear you no malice on account of 
your opinions." 

Each then took her way to her dwelling ; the heiress to her 
splendid mansion adorned with luxury and grace, the other to 
the more humble but far happier home of her parents. Each 
meditated as she walked, the one reflecting on the manner in 
which she should meet Herman's request, and how she could 
most gracefully conclude the engagement that had long 
existed between them ; the other wondering within herself 
if that could be true love which was about to be so readily 
cast off. 

At the proper hour Herman made his promised call. This 
gentleman was known as a man of good means, a good profes- 
don, good morals and character, and one whose father before 
him had been a Mason, eyen Grand Master of Masons in his 
natiye State* This fact of course had its influence upon the 
son, and eyen before he was eighteen, he could haye declared 
in all sincerity that he had long entertainoH a fayorable opinion 
of the order. 

About that time he commenced the \tm"i'if e of employmg 
a half hour each day in studying the maiiaats of Masonry and 
Tea^g the elaborate works of Oliyer, Presten, Hutchinsont 



106 CATHARINK WILLTAMS. 

and others who have devoted themselves to this holy cause. 
Here is a good proof that in Masonry as in religion, children 
should be trained up in the way they should go. As Her- 
man had only recently moved to Fountain Green, although the 
engagement had existed for ^ two years or more, Catharine had 
remained ignorant of the fatal fact of his Masonic love, until 
the very day before our history commences. 

It is probable that Herman had heard of her antipathies on 
this behalf, but if so Ave presume he depended upon time and 
the influences of love to wear it off.* From this expectation 
he had been suddenly dashed down by the har.^h and unmaid- 
enly words which, as we have seen, Catharine addressed to 
him the night before. 

All through the day his mind had been revolving on the 
means of escaping from liis present dilemma. He had fallen 
deeply in love with Catharine, and built up a thousand hopes 
for the future based upon their anion. How could he bear to 
have them so rudely overthrown. 

Besides that, he anticipated all the annoyance and mortifi* 
cation naturally connected with the idea of being thus sum- 

« 

manly rejected. To renounce Masonry! — that he could 
never do ; the very suggestion of the serpent-tempter on this 
head was hurled from his mind as a shot from the cannon's 
mouth nor ever permitted to return. 

To withdraw his membership* from the Lodge, notifying his 
brethren of the cause, and to stand aloof frott Masonry until 
the marriage bond should give him a claim, and marriage 
affection a power to overcome Catharine's opposition ; this, at 
first view, seemed practicable, and he turned the thought 
frequently in his mind. But then how dishonorable such a 
course ! His Masonic brethren at Fountain Green had just 
elected him to be their presiding officer for the ensuing twelve- 
months, and he would feel disgraced in his own esteem were 
he to adopt the suggestion. Nevertheless his mind was 
vacillating on this topic, and it is hard to say what would have 



* Manj himMwa ftra in Um «rifew*» kniowledge) wImm the pi#adleul fiiflniiieat of ■■ 
AntfaDUMole •dncatioii upon the mind of tbe wife, hart bam eatinly ondicoAod bj tba 
•ad I b i ' b oo r n nn o of ttt hntband. 



rATUAIUNE WILLIAMS. ^ 107 

Deen hie oonclusion, when a letter was hantied him in the 
haDdwritniff of his old frieDd. Mr. Shoeter. which eontaiued 
theie appropriate lines : 

THE CONTRIBLTING MASON.* 

A place in the Lodge for me ; 
A home with the free and bright ; 
Wh«re jarring chords agree, 
And the darkest soal is light : 
Not here, not here is bliss ; 
There's turmoil and there*8 gloom ^ 
Mt heart it yearns for peace-^ 
Say, Brothers, say, is there room I 
A place in the Lodge for me, Ac. 

My feet are weary worn, 

And my eyes are dim with tears ; 

This world is all forlorn, 

A wilderness of fears ; 

Bat tker^B one green spot bdow. 

There's a resting placc« a home, 

My heart it yearns to know, 

Say, Brothers, say, is there room 1 

A place in in the Lodge for me, Ac 

I hear the orphan's cry. 
And I see the widow's tear; 
I weep when mortals die. 
And none but God is near ; 
From sorrow and despair, 
I seek the Mason's home, — 
My heart it yearns to share, 
8av, Brothers. 8av is there room ! 
A place in the Lodge for me, &e. 

With God's own eye above, 
With brother-hands below, 
With friendship and with lore, 
My pilgrimage FU go : 
And when in death's embrace, 
My summons it shall come. 
Within your lieart's best place 
Oh, Brothers, oh give me room 

A place in the Lodge for me, 

A. home with the'frcc and bright 

Where jarrinp chords njrree. 

And the darkest soul is light. 

AlB-— '*4 life pn the ocean irarr.*'— Masonic Lyricn, No. 1, by the 
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Mr. poster was known in lihat vioinity as a rh jmster, and 
hearing of die dilemma into which hiB Brother Herman had 
been thrown the night before, he had smoked innumerable 
pipes of tobacco over the matter and penned the above lines. 
The result was more successful than tobacco poetrj in general, 
for it determined Herman's mind to retain his membership in 
the order, to &oe the matter boldly, and to trust in love to 
bear him out. 



CHAPTER L. 

' Then U a time wlien one men raletb over aaotlier to hie own hurt 

Herman walked up the marble steps and knocked at the 
mahogany door. He was received by the obsequious servant, 
and ushered promptly into the sitting-room. Catharine was 
not there, but she sent him a message by her waiting maid 
that she would presently be down. 

To while away the minutes, and by occupying his mind to 
banish painful thoughts, Herman approached the center table 
and began to turn over the books. To his surprise they 
consistedly entirely of works professedly written against Free- 
masonry. His artful mistress had purposely arrayed them in 
their present position, and Herman well understood now that 
her delay in receiving hun was to allow him time to inspect 
them. 

This omen was significant of evil. Here was ^< J. Q. 
Adams' Letters to Stone," the writor expatiating upon topicfi 
he had not the light to understand, while Stone, the secedin<y 
Mason, must have laughed over the whole affiur in his retire- 
ment, as supremely ridiculous. 

Here was a Bernard, minister of the gospel of truth, banging 
upon the horn of his own dilemma, and placing himself in an 
attitude before the world that must necessarily have led to 
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0^ Jbstrttistion of his usefhlness as a preacher And his happi- 
aess as a man.* Here was Morgan with his speculation in 
morals equaled only in respectability by the jpeddling of & 
pirate^s last confession. 

Here was Allen, wondroos divulger! self-sacHflbihg de- i 

tiouncer ! ; 

And here, to rise far higher in the scale of falsehood, Hef^, , 

filed with splendid engravings and costly fancies, ^erS kncH 
i^orks as Robinson, Pritchard, Carlisle, Finch, Lambert, &c.; 
together with bound rolumes bf th^ various AntimasoniS 
journals filled with all the carrion And gai'bage of a r^cklei^ 
poetical party, now, thanks to the Obi of truth, defunct. 

From the abundance of margiiial hotes, and the well- 
ifamnbed appearance of the bookd, they had bieti etirttnTif 
fetA and compared with one another, having doubtless Served 
M texts for many a denunciatory tirade ilgainst MaSoniy. 

Hermati turned away (torn this ralley bf Jebosbapb^t WitS 
a righ, and as he heard the step of his mistre^A in the htffl, h# 
prepared himself for the worst. 

His reception was barely cml. The proria girt only 
t cortffied to turn at entering, declb^d his offered hand, and 
seated herself on the end of the sofa, tior would tii6 pemfit 
him to approach her side. 

So they sat face to* face. A momentary sleii^ce fbHo^M, 
dining which Catharine, with an flat of offended digmty, I^oli^^d 
towards the ceiling as if wutin^ thait etphmatiori WMch iiU 
the object of their present ibeeting. He^an began Vf 
inquiring : " Catharine, you^ reception ik to chiHiAg that i* 
seems almost unnecessary to ask you, jA f(mt det^htiiiJ^tl6Ui 
of hist night sustuned ? is our engagement, firom^^thteh I hatf 
anticipated so much happiness, is it t6 be dissolved, and tiiat 
only on account of Freemasonry T had the affection you hat^ 
heretofore acknowledged, no better foundation than to be ot# 

• Bemud, in the preface to hU book, itylcd Light on Matonry (never wm 
thoTO A greater mUnomer) layi " If the Inititution ia corrupt, I am ander a mord 
^igatioo to break ray oatba and reveal iti aecreU to the wortd." The anhappy 
jgf^ ^ ^gfl really placed on the borna of ihia dilemma ; either he moat peijorrf 
^..^w or loae hia congregation. He unfortunately preferred the good thinga of 
^ia lU«b tnd choae tthe former ali«mative. NoU U CUtm LumAmtk^ VdL f 
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tfarown m emLj ? Come, d«ar Kate, consider y—wh*t eon 
there be in Masonry that should prerent a man from making 
a fond lorer or a devoted husband ? I declare to you upon 
mj honor, more sacred to me than life itself, that every ben- 
efit connected with this institution will accrue to you, as my 
wife, which I as a Mason can enjoy. It is in this as in all 
the other burdensome affairs of life, that while men perferm 
the toils and bear the burdens, their families share with them 
to the last penny in the advantages. Then if there be no 
wei^tier cause for your cruel determination, conader. By 
all the memories of our past happiness, by your plighted faith, 

by the pure kiss that sealed our engagement, by " 

^^ Hold, hold Herman Grosswell," hastily interrupted Cath- 
arine, as with flushed cheeks and a tone of exquisite pathos 
her lover was awakening the buried hours into life ; ^' let there 
be no more such words as these. You have said more than 
enough. It is not well that these things should be mentioned 
in our present relation to each other. I consented that you 
should call on me to-night at your own urgent request, 
although I declared to you that my mind was irrevocably fixed 
against you the moment I saw you in a Masonic procession. . 
You have deceived me, sir, and there is but one thing that 
can justify you in using such language to me again, that is to 
renaumee Maamrjf at anee and forever, I have confidence 
yet in your honor, that if you bind yourself to this thing you 
will perform it. Will you then here, upon this Bible, solemnly 
repudiate all Masonic obligations, and at an early opportunity, 
pake a public declaration to the same effidct ; and will you 
pledge the £uth of a gentleman never again to renew your 
engagements at a Masonic altar 7 furthermore— for this is not 
all— nor can I consent to a reconciliation unless you give me 
evidences of perfect confidence in my discretion — ^will you 
forget the foolish vows which have enchained you to the 
absurd secrets of Masonry, and answer me honestly whatever 
questions I may ask you concerning it." 

« My dear Kate," commenced Herman in reply, but 
he was haughtily * interrupted by the maiden, who with 
flashing eyes forbade him addressing her in that strain, and 
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dotnaiiddd a precise a answer to her conditions. ^^ Then 
madam," slowly replied the justlj offended gentleman, ^ nnce 
there is no other altematiye but one, and that one snch as no 
honorable man could accept, jou maj truly say, here ends 
the matter. 

*' All my Masonic engagements, of whatever nature, are 
founded upon that hmar of which you profess to entertain so 
high an opinion. How you can reconcile a pledge of honor 
with the demands you have just made surpasses my under^ 
standing to conceive, though you were aided with all the false 
logic of these detestable books. When I go back to that 
Holy Word to renounce my vows, may my right hand forget 
her cunning! Could the heart that beats within my breast, 
could it even conceive such a thought I should feel unworthy 
of your hand. But it does not. And since it has come to 
this that I must choose between honor and Catharine, I select 
the former. Here, Miss Williams, are the evidences of our 
betrothal, the tokens of an attachment that I once thought 
stronger than the pillars of heaven, but have found to be so 
frail." 

He drew from his pocket a package of letters, and a min- 
iature, and laid them upon the table with strong emotion. 

^* There is nothing left, ItGss Williams, but to say farewell. 
In the unknown future, should a regretful thought occur to you 
concerning this night's work, I would have you to knowy 
Catharine, that the reflex of our Masonic teachings iafargive- 
nesBj and that I do sincerely bestow mine upon you for the 
wrong you have done me, however mistakenly, to-night ! " 

He was gone. The sound of his retiring feet was heard as 
they crushed the gravelled walks down the avenue. The 
heiress leaned back in her seat and for many hours remained 
in silent thought. The tenderness of a woman was taking the 
place of that scornful indifference. The fire burned low in the 
grate ; the candle flickered dimly in the secket ; the waiting 
maid put her head again and again within the door, and 
endeavored to attract her mistress' attention. He was gone.« 
The breach was now irreparable. There upon the table were 
love's pledges, vain mockeries of a frozen faith. He was 
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gopQ. Hia parting words rang prophetieallj in bdr esff. 
ForipFeneM ! what had be to forgive ! did Masoarj teach him 
tbi^? Such W^ &ot the morality of Masonry as she had 
lesrped it from Bernard ! Thus she meditated, ^nd long years 
afterwards when the crashed hopes of her youth were brought 
i^p on the wingp of memory the recollection of that night added 
ppig^ancy to ber solitary lot. 

firei^ was the ^^niahme^t, actire tbe scandal, loud the 
street ta^ when the citiaens c(f Fountain Qreen learned diat 
GathfHripe Williams had discarded Herman Gix>8weU« A huiH 
dred conjectures were formed, all of them about aa near the 
mark SQ such tbiAga usually are, by those who having iv> 
h^8ine«s of their own to do, disinterestedly adopt that of 
others and then niurse the bantling to death. Catharine 
Touchsafed no replies to the numerous questions propounded 
ber, for save her cousm Martha, she had no eonfident 
Herman gave no hints as to the cause of his rejection. But 
this gaye more room for the imagination. The invention of 
yE^ Hannah Rice, a spinster of forty-five, hopeless and 
hateful, is a fair specimen of the blunders made on this head« 
and deserves preservation if only for its ingenuity. It was 
oracularhr delivered at a tea-table party of the Fountain- 
Green-EemalerBenevolent-ajQLd-Social-Club 9A one of it» semi- 
monthly convocationa, and came forth in this wise : 

<« You see I lamt it of Ke^siabi Miss Kate's waiting maid. 
Kersiab was dusting the cbeers in tbe next room SAd heem 
every word Mr. Orosswell said. Eersiah declares that Mr. 
Croswell, he cried like a whipped puppy, and he begged Kate 
not to gin him the mitten. But Eate, she declared that $hs 
could never marry a man who was caught in such a snap, and 
her money shouldn't never support 9uch, a monster. And then 
Mr. Croswell he tuck his hat and left, and that's all about it." 

While public opinion was thus agitated with aJl the violenee 
of a tempest in a teapot ; Herman, to dissipate the unpleas- 
ant recollections connected with the affair, made a journey 
across the Atlantic, which occupied his attention for nearly 
three years. The members of the Lodge who were in the 
secret^ kept the matter dose, for there was not a leaky barrel 



iaongpi iliem, and in a few montfaa flome otber wond^liuf 
event took its ylme. 

The news of Herann'e departure fell widi heaty Weight 
upon Catbaime's mind. Martha, witb a gentle fer^oi^, had 
adopted the oanae of tibe rejected lovef ^ and eameeily eihdeaM 
▼wed to make peace between the alienated pahr. But h^ 
advioe waaab hm^iilj receiTed and eneb anlnaniting 8M#et 
97en from Gatharkiey aa to prodnee a eoolneaa betweM fli# 
coosina, and their kmg and oonfidenfial walks beneaiii 1k& 
poplar grove were ftrever ended. Deprived of her old fi^enJ 
and confidant^ the heirefli desponded. Hev proud ffpAi feK 
back npoB itoelf, and in Ae secret reeedMS of her epkndid 
aanaon there were gloom and sacbaMs that poorif doft^ 
ponded wi& the magnifioenee of the inAerior^ 

The detevminatiott to which she had anirsd by wdaM it1» 
mfbrtonale pvqndioe, the result of edueaiiotty wae net MM^ 
latod to comp«Bsate by any tUng withm itself fof tbe loiStf 6t^ 
devoted lover ; nor oould the pemsal^ of Antiniaibnie book^ 6f 
the cODBideration of arguments agakurt' Maeonry; htf$r^^Mf 
incontroveriible, drown the recollection ^ n heart bUght^ 
and manly virtnea slighted tiurongk her dedsitn. She beeM€^ 
morose and neglected herself. Deserted by aM lAeni ahe'lo^^v 
she eared not that her parlors were dimngfed Ht emoA^ iVtChf 
the g^y hangenlK)n of fortune^ 

In* their smiles she found no li{^t In* ttieir nHMiia^thelnr 
wwno cheer. Hw costly piano^ stnudr by ber eim akiUfi* 
fingers, gave back no answer to aUevlttte het rejgWtM EMmt 
listened when any allu&on was made to Herman, for her heart 
was with him in his lonely j»lgrimage, and there were times 
in the hours of retirement, when reflection had so subdued 
pride, thai her tongue would gladly have spoken his recall. 
But the roar of the Atlantic was between them and it was too 
late. Labor became a drudgery, books a burden. She ceased 
after a few months to entertain company at all, and then the 
gossips of Fountain Oreen had another morceau of scandal in 
the fact that Catharine was about to shut up her splendid 
hou^ and spend the summer, in company with a distant 
relative, at Saratoga Springs, 
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The last 8abbath at Fountain Green before her departure, 
BoT. Mr. Hoggs preached an elaborate discourse upon the 
subject of Church relations. The reverend gentlemaii took 
the scriptural positions and sustained them well, that a 
difficulty between brethren should, if possible, be reconciled 
by the parties themselves in 9eeret; that in case of fidlure two 
or more diurch members, mutual friends, diould be called in 
to adjudicate the matter and bring them together in $eeret; 
that in ease of a second failure the church sesfton should try 
the cause of difficulty in a&cret; and that if all these efforts 
fiuled to compromise the matter, then the church in its c<»i 
gregational capacity may be called in to give their private 
action in interlocutory meeting, that is, in wmrdt Now, as 
this good man was noted for his opposition to all secret 
societies, there seemed to be a sli^t discrepancy between the 
two positioos, and so Catharine told him the next day. But 
the subtie ecclesiastic was not to be overthrown by a straw 
lance &om a lady's hands, for at once with great spirit he 
drew the sword polemic and showed Catharine how -that Christ 
went aside in privatej prayed in private^ commissioned his 
disiuples in private^ instructed them in private^ lived thirty 
years mj>rjvate, rebuked Peter inprivaUj appeared to his 
disciples after his resurrection, in private^ led them out to 
Bethany in privatey; m short, the Rev. Mr. Hoggs so effect- 
QftUy demolished the lady, that if not convinced by tiie weight 
ef the aifuments, she was altogether annihilated by the 
pottderoQSBess of the woHs* 
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CHAPTER m, 

"Wo to hlra thtt if alone when be felletfa, for bo holfa nol ■aoCher to Mp 

him op/' 

Thrbe years bring many changes. Three sun-ciromts 
through the vast orbit of the heavenly Lodge^ witness many a 
&n and many an uprising. Disappointments come and are 
overcome. Hearts are depressed and hearts are buoyed up 
again. The Mason's Lodge receives new material for its 
spiritual walls, new wisdom to its wisdom, strength to its 
strength, beauty to its beauty; likewise the brothers bear 
many a polished block to lamented graves. Up the mystic 
steps untried feet are continually passing. At the sacred 
portals, trembling hands are still knocking. TTithin the 
guarded and secluded chambers, very nigh to heaven, the 
hallowed fire is yet burning. The oall from iabor to refresh- 
ment and from refreshment to labor, is still heard resounding ; 
while the field of graves has always some freshly upturned 
earth that marks a new tenant who sleeps beneath the sprigs 
of evergreen with which his comrades defied the power of 
death. 

Three years — the mutability of time afibcts us all. TIknw 
who formed the rearguard, called to be last, become tibe first, 
while many who were the first, exchange pbces with the last, 
outstripped in the race of knowledge. 

Three years brought its necessary changes to Catharine 
Williams. For more than a twelvemonth after her summary 
rejection of Herman, her heart had remiuned unoccupied. 

The haughty beauty could not discover in any of those who 
crowded around her with their attentions, a worthy substitute 
for one for whom now that he was lost to her, she felt more 
tenderness tiian she would willingly have acknowledged. At 
last however she yielded. 

The conquerer was a certab Colonel Kirkham, well known 
throughout the district as a hanger-on upon the great, a 
candidate for the hands of heiresses in general, and a servile 
friend to all who had means or influence at their command. 
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This notorious character had first gained her eye by a timely 
display of boldness in relieving her from her horse, which was 
making some furious demonstrations of terror. The thankful 
gla^Q^ abe beatowed upon him, revealed hia person in a gentle- 
man of some thirty-five years of age, of polished exterior, with 
a f oft, flattering tongue, and a most respectful deference to 
tibe wishes of the alarmed lady. 

The walk home, for which she thankfully accepted his 
proffered arm, confirmed her first impression of him, and wh?i\ 
%t paring h^ begged permisAon to call tim next nK>rmng, and 
^quire^ after her health, she cordially assented. This visit 
i^a^ followed up by another, thcQ by a third, and soon Col. 
Kirkham became ber stated attendant, escorting her to balls, 
parties, and the other scenes into which she had again 
plunged to drown remembrances of her former lover. In a 
fi»w months this assiduity was so generally noticed, that tha 
9iSlfix waa papolariy oonaid^red ^ match. The swarm of 
BAppxevB that had previously buzzed around her, withdrew 
t^i^. attentions, thus tacitly acknowledging themselves do- 
fj^t(E|(^ Then, ^ame a proposal of marriage from the gallant 
swaiuu At first it waa deplined, but so soft waa the tone of 
refusial that the petitioner could but continue his addresses. 
J^ iiecond proffer was urged with increased vehemence and 
fervor. This met with the same result, but in a still mora 
hi^gitjGii^ manner. A third trial followed, for Ool. KirkK^ffi. 
had become too much accustomed to things of this sort to 
1^039; hi9 seal to be dampened while there was any hope of 
eiyeAtqi^ snppess, and, faint heart never toon fair ladifj waa 
the motto q^ the gallant swain. This time, with much doubt, 
Tff^qh del9(7, the tender confes^on was at last made, and Col. 
IS^ifkji}^ rode proudly off that night as, the affianced lover of 
t^ ^s^thy Catharine Williams. 

The^ marri^g^ in dufi time was. consummated, and the firat; 
letter Herman received as he entered Bome, contained tliie, 
f^t^ftlii)^ ^Qnoi^iQement 

^^ your old flam^, if^ate W., is spliced hard and fast. A^d. 
qf. all the world, who do you think, ? you would never gaese* 
ufj,^ in ^^njpnth of Sundf^ys, Not Chariey L — -r, nor 
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-, wt Taip G. T-^— 9 BOP any of tbo Fevntaia Greea 
^j8. But of all the suitors in the world, thai old feirtuiie 
hunter, Col. Eirkhami who has been oQener rejeoted in his 
learch for a rich wife, thaa any ten loen ia the State. Poor 
Kate, I pity her ] ahe can't posiBdy be happy long wilh such 
a man. She wants a husband who will give her his entire 
OQSifidenee I now I'll venture to say there isn't a lawyer on 
the circuit with half so many bad seorets in Us possession as 
Col. K-— ^, and though I wish her no evil, I predict thia 
step will prove the bane of her life. • • • • ^tj^^ 
Masonic brethren are very anxioua you sheold retam. Our 
aew Ball is dedicated, and a beautiful afidr it is. 9fae lower 
apartments are to be used for school rooms^ and tha Lodge 
has agreed to pay tiie expense of educating eight children, 
ssssioii by session. This will enable poor Terry to school his 
boya without further difficulty. Poor feHow, he is not l<mg 
for this world. The brethren are desirous you should see Dr. 
George Oliver, when you return to- England, aad> propound 
those questions to him wluch we debated the> night before you 
bft. ]Pia elucidation in ^ The Laadsnarks ' is beautifcl, but not 
sufficientiy extended. 

^^ Pick up all the Freneh and Gevnan autheve en Masonry 
you can find. Our Masonic library haa already reached one 
himdred volumes, andhas done much good; ^ % ^» •** 

^e tiiird year brought Herman \mk to Fountaib Green, 
where he re9Bined the praotice of n^edicine, fbr whiob, by hi» 
European studies he was now emincntiy qualiflecl; He had 
stood at the- base of Mowt Moiiah, an4 looking up towards 
the consecrated spot, haUowed by ik» litroe* grand eflbinge 
Kgfa^y ftepeiUaiicej and dmfotian wU^dMihy had'iaoamed 
over the changes produced by time and MBk U^ hsA WG^hed* 
throu^ the valleyof Jehoshiqphat, the flgura^iv»d^»osit of ai* 
rejeoted cowans. 

Ha had examined the» fords> on the^ river* Jordan ; searAe4 
for the clay grounda aixnentiy lyiag on ito banke be^ee& 
Saccoth and Zeradathah ; walked all the way- from Jerusalem 
to Joppa and back^ to measure the tim« and- distsnoe^ with Ur 
•wn iimba. Hfthad hanffled the^iwordofthe^iBMnortal Godfrey 
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io carefollj iffeserved in the Saoristy of the Holy Sepuleher. 
He had plnckad a branch from one of the few remaining 
cedaFB on the snowy peaks of Lebanon, and a sprig of 
evergreen from ihe valley of Gihon. He had pitched his 
tent amidst the rams of Tyre, once the center of maratime 
and architectural enterprise, and spent many days in the now 
deserted capital of the powerful King Hiram. At Malta he 
had inspected the remains of the great Knights who once bore 
the banners of the Templars into the thickest of the arrayed 
strife. 

Betunung to Europe, he had made acquaintance with the 
most distinguished Masons in the different kingdoms, and 
bmiliarised his mind with the peculiarities of the various 
rites. Possesong ample means, he had accumulated a valuable 
stock of Mascmic publications, and now he returned home, 
laden with the stores of a well-filled mind and an unusually 
large collection of authors. These things endeared him 
greatly to the hearts of his brethren. There is no class of 
men more grateful than Masons, or readier to acknowledge 
an obligation of this sort. The efforts of an enterprising 
brother will assuredly be rewarded. 

His own Lodge, with which he had kept up a regular 
correspondence during his three years' tour, acknowledged 
their indebtedness by placmg him once more in their Masonic 
east The Grand Lodge endorsed their favorable judgment, 
and elevated him by regular graduations to the highest honoit 
at her command. 

And while basking in the confidence and Esteem of his 
brethren, Hennan was not uiumndful of the duty he owed to 
his own heart. Time had eflEsbced every regretful memory 
connected with Catharine Williams. 

The ungentle treatment of one in whom his love had cen* 
tred, changed his whole feelings towards her, and when at his 
return he called upon her at the request of her husbaadi it 
was with the unconcern of a mere acquuntance. 

But a new chain was about to be wound around him, hat 
more enduring than the former. The fair enchantress was 
no otter than Oatharine's gentle cousin Martha, whose warm 
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' defence of Herman formed the opemng sentences of this 
sketch. The manner of their engagement was as follows : 

Martha had a brother who resided in a neighboring town, a 
medical gentleman like Herman, and likewise a member of the 
Masonic order. The j were fireqaently thrown together both 
professionallj and fratemallj, and soon became intimate 
friends. A Masonic procession was annooneed for a certain 
day, connected with a public presentation of a fnll set of 
robes to the Royal Arch Chapter of Foontun Green by the 
liberal-hearted ladies. The lady selected to deliver the 
address, was Martha Bone, and our friend Herman consented 
to make the reply. During the young lady's remarks, she 
had occasion to allude to the weakness of that argument so 
frequently offered by cavilling sprits, that Masonry places a 
barrier between husband and wife. This subject she disposed 
of so handsomely and witii so much delicacy and propriety 
withal, that Herman, who was to respond, could not help 
admiring not merely the argument itself, but the kindled look 
and sparkling eye that rendered it so irreastible. 

The ceremonial being ended, he could not do less than 
accept the invitation of her brother, Dr. Bone, to dine with 
them. So he conducted her home, and the hour spent in that 
neat, happy dwelling, confirmed his destiny. For there 
Martha reigned as queen in the hearts of parents, brother^, 
and sisters, and he saw at a glance that her's was no conmion 
order of mind. 

The acquaintance was assiduously followed up and ere long 
strengthened by a direct offer of marriage. No objections or 
grounds for 'delay could be made, and soon after the village 
paper announced the marriage of Dr. H. Croeswell to Miss 
Martha Hargous Bone. A general ezpresaon of good will 
from all their friends foUowed their marriage, for it was clear 
that so far as human foresight could extend, the twain had 
every prospect of a ha|^ union. In this popular expression 
we must however record one dissenting vote, that of Miss 
Hannah Bice, not yet married, but not yet despairing; This 
experienced spinster was never so distressed, it was said, as 
when the number of marriageable females was reduced in thai 
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waj. Seandiil whispered that the trne reafon was, not that 
she loved females less, but that she loved males more ; and 
diat in every case of this sort die felt as if she had been 
defrauded out of her own. Be tbat as it maj, the g^^ 
tcmgued damsel, at a called meeting of the Fountain-Grreen- 
Female-Sewing^Benevolent-and-Social-Olub, expressed her 
sentiments, *^ tiiat it seemed strange te A^r that a man ISke 
Herman Croswell eould patdt up his aflfeetions, (she was then 
engaged in patching up a bedquiltfor the distressed Pawnees) 
could patch up his affections in this way, so soon after having 
diem lacerated bj the sc^ti of Kate TVillianta. For her part 
die thou^t it surprising how easj 9&me folks eoidd get over 
a thing of ihi% sort ; Bh$ was sure- the never, never could — ^no 
never ^ nev^/'— -«nd so thought all her friends. 

But was Catharine happy in her marriage with one who 
possessed so few qualities to render a union permanent? 
Alas, the honey moon was hardly at an end when the fktal 
mistake die had made became evident. That GoL Eirkham 
had married her for her fortone alone, did not admit of a 
doubt. That he had totally failed in imparting to her that 
fttU confidence which she had expected from a husband, she 
read in the fact that no sooner was her marriage with him 
announoed than his creditors, whose claims had been carefully 
^ncealed from her until this moment, one and all sent in their 
accounts to her and clamored for pajvnent. There vrere billtr 
running back almost to the period of his maturity: There 
were tailors' bills, board biBa, bills for every article of clotiiing, 
Inlls for luxuries of all sorts^ InllS' for horses and horse hire, 
and bills for borrowed money; Nay, worse than that, there 
were gamUing claims, bets on races, debts of honor, fttr., 
and suish a startling sum-total did all these demand? present, 
diat the outraged wife at once deelared- she would nev^ pay 
them. 

From this- determination howevw, Oatiiarine was driven by 
threats frcm the creditors that tiiey wotdd ezposp the dainur 
for sale at auction at tiie court-house door^ unieae she settled 
them, and this broug^ her reluctantiy to terma. More than 
five theusand dollars were oomiumed in this> operation, and ttte* 
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foundAtioB for a permanent misonderstanding betireen hm 
baa and wife was deeply laid. 

A year rolled by, and the birth of their child pfomised to 
unite the parties, between whom a sad incompatibiUty of 
temper was now mamfeet* There was more tenderness then 
on both sides. The inekerings which had become too common, 
now ceased, and when tte pale but hfl^y mother took her 
first driye throng the poplar grore, after her ccmfinement, 
and gaied firom the face of the lovely infant into that of her 
admiring and certainly well-featured husband, she felt as if 
thore was yet something in store for her. But it was not so 
to be. The nttle one, in whom so many hopes were centered, 
sickened and died. The old strife was rekindled by the 
presentation of several heavy bills made by the Colonel within 
a month after their marriage, OThd wUkout if^anrnng her of 
the act. Things were fast hurrying to a crisis. 

Chie mgLt after she had retired, her secretary was broken 
open and a large sum of money abstracted ; and although 
Col. Eirkham made loud and bustling threats against the 
robbers, and even had two of the servants imprisoned for the 
theft, yet in her heart Catharine could not help believing that 
his own hands had committed the deed. 

There was something on his mind too that she cookl not 
comprehend. In his dreams he mattered words of tenderness 
that had no reference to herself, and of fears of which nothiz^ 
that she had been informed of could be the subject* What 
an entire fiulore had she made, in carrying oof the principle, 
that in her xnaden days, she had established for herself! how 
far was she from the declaration recorded in the first chqiter, 
^^ my head shall never be pllowed on a casket thai is sealed 
to me." 

As the childless mother, unable to sleep from sadness, mused 
tlifougb the weary hours of night, while her partner tossed 
and murmured mysteriously at her dde, she felt in her heart 
of hearts, that an ill-assorted marriage is a hell upon earth. 
But it was too late. She had mingled the draught with her 
own hands, and she must drain the cup, bitter diou^ it was. 

The unexplained re o ot v e in her husband's manners^ £■# 
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ncreaaed. He took long ozcuraionB from home and when he 
retumed would render no account of hie absenoe. Yimton 
with rude manner and loud Yoicee, were often oloeeted with 
him for hours together, and although the subject of their 
conference was concealed from GatharinCy yet she heard 
enough to be sure thai these men had some mysterious claim 
upon her husband which he could not shake off. 

One eyening too as she walked out all alone in the poplar 
groYC, the scene of so many happy hours in former days, she 
observed Col. Eirkham in company with a strange female, 
whose despairing gestures spoke of a deeply-wounded heart. 

Husband and wife became more and more estranged, ^ey 
no longer occupied the same apartments, scarcely, indeed the 
same house. Serrants were permitted to hear their mutual 
upbraidingiB, and the scandal of it went abrpad, delighting the 
heart of Hannah Rice, but paining every other hearer. 

Then followed a full explanation of the mystery. A warrant 
fi^m the Qoyemor came down to arrest Col. Eirkham for 
forgery committed long before, but concealed thus £Ekr by 
pennoning the mtnesses. New developments followed hard 
uid hat* A young woman, the same who had fallen under 
Catharine's observation in the poplar grove, called at the 
splendid mansion now so desolate, and brought ample testi* 
Ejony to the horror-stricken mistress, that a legal marriage 
between herself and Col. Eirkham had been entered into 
more than two years prior to Catharine's marriage. This 
was the crowning point of her grief. A divorce was at once 
sued for and obtained, but although she thus became free from 
the marriage chain so wickedly wound around her, the heavier 
chain of self-accusation, and of a crushed heart, pressed her 
beneath its wrigjbt and the links thereof entered her soul. 

PosTSORiPT. — ^We had not thought it necessary to add a 
moral to this tale, but the o{Hnion of esteemed friends who 
bad perused the manuscript, changed our plan. We there- 
fore appear as the apologists of Eing Solomon. 

We declare then by way of postscript, that while as MasonSy 
we make no unnatural reservations between husband and 
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Wife, sharing no Uessing^ among oorselyes from whidh our 
beloved partners are debarred, seeking for no gratification or 
advantage, but such as will enable us to make them happier, 
yet there must be, not only in the constitution of Masonry, 
but in the very constitution <^ l^he sexes, in their different 
spheres of action, in their different tastes, capacities, and 
temptations, there muet bsy and there m, a history for each, 
which the other is forbidden to know, and which nothing but 
an unclean curiosity ever induces the desire to know. Prao* 
tically, this is well understood in every domestic circle. Nay, 
it is well understood even by that open-mouthed cUiss of 
feouhine Antimasons of which Harriet Martineau is leader/ 
In the very claim which females set up, and which, by unani* 
mous consent among civilized nations is allowed them, in their 
chdm for extraordinary attentions on the score of physical 
inferiority, this position is confirmed. 

It is only when the abstract question comes up, why is not 
Masonry open to the female sex, that hard feelings arise 
and the female class is inclined to take ground against us. 
But we contend that this is not the form in which the question 
should be started. To which sexual sphere is Masonry 
adapted ? that is the shape we propose for it. 

Now th. answer may be gmed by reference to the very 
ori^ of Masonry. It originated among men^ — was designed 
to protect laboring nien in their rights, — to add the lightness 
of superior knowledge to the inherent hardships of their 
profession, — to enable men to overcome the peculiar tempta- 
tions to which in their exposed position they were peculiarly 
liable. 

Then the answer must be this, Why is not Masonry open 
to the female sex ? because females are not men. 

In general, it is only those viragos who yearn for a beard, 
and who unsex themselves in their conventions for Woman's 
Bi^ts, it is only these in general who make the demand 
placed in the mouth of Catharine Williams in the second 
chapter. 

* MiM Martineau took groond in 1838, agtinit 7reemaM»ry 
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Of such AH one that fisM^etious writet, Lawrence Sterne, 
sajB, Vol. 4) page 271, ^^ She would hare stood a shot any 
tiflM to be made a Mason !'* 

It was sueh an one who published abroad her indignation 
in the Antimasonic times, because our AUman Reion associ 
ates woman in this manner, *^ Rule 17, No woman or enuch, or 
old man in his dotage, can be made a Mason.'' 

To such females we only commend patience under the 
lot to which providence* has subjected them. Their greatest 
hardship in life is an unfeminine curiosity— cured of that Aey . 
will be at ease. 

But to that vast multitude of the gentie sex who are conlent 
to walk modestly in tiieir own sphere and be verily a h^l|; 
meet for man, here's a Mason's hand and heart. 

For you, bright sharers of our joys, sweet consolers of out 
affliction, for you shall the golden harvest of Masoniy be 
gathered, although we may not demand your presence in the 
tiresome sowing or m the hot reaping. For you our gavels 
shall resound, our symbols shall shine, our monthly labors 
shall be continued, and while one chord can vibrate within our 
bosoms, to your love it shall be fondly attuned. 

^* Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us ; for thou also hasi 
wrought all our works in us." Amen. So mote it be. 
Amen. 



THB innVSBSAUTT OF EBBBMA80HBT.* 

Whxxbvsb man is traemg, 

The weaiy wajs of can, 
Midst wild and desert padag^ 

Or land of softer air, 
We sorely know each other, 

And with good words of cheer, 
Each brother hails his brother. 

And hope wings lightly thers. 

Am— "3%« f^dost qjf J3U>m: Hsaooio Lyiios, No. 3, by the Aathia 
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Whenrw tean tan hJHuig^ 

Xlii loid't 4Mk wUxttj m <B- ■ 
A]i4 hrniiffn ticlis .mi <»*J^«"*>- 
T« InaMn iMMli in mint 

WlwrBTwr pr»7er is hpoIdbb, 

Xii imea t imt of liiith, 
WVn mlBded of the lokam 

TM tBUs ow Haator'i deadi ; 
We pnj then f<v each other, Ae^ 

WheKerer man ii )jiQg> 

Unknowing and unknown. 
There's one yet hj the dying 

He shall not die alone. 
For then we know each otfaci^ 

And with good words of eheer^ 
Each brother hails his brother, 

And hope wings lightlj there. 



WA8HIH6T0N. 

A VASONIO POm. 

1. 

Gumr *o G<»», m ooimiv 09 quukt n«sl 

XaBTB, MAIMT riAO I OOOD WIIL, «001> WIX.I. TO UM I 

0%rlte itfl ptado; beneatii like sMilh sky 

Bing die glad tidings ; and, again, agtin, 

Qi^oxT TO Qor>i TO God I the dewy plain 

Bchoee the nolee; the nMnigfat solitsde 

WooA^ ttouM, aad watan, eatch Ae glowing Rmnl 

Ah ne'er waa iMard such M<le sinee Satan stood. 

Sad how, in Cdsni^i grovM, and wwked to sua a» good t 

HeaTen's joy th« night was peilbet! Ohilst wnt bonit 
Immanaal, Frinee of Bsaoe ind Boa of God. 
Biirgiisf to demons, wailing and forlorn, 
Grief to their spirits as a Tenomed sw«rd. 
To God ov biob— Urns the accord— 
On SASoa, «ooo msL mknuon, «ooi» wiu:»aa» nACa. 
Now Ikr siesnding, ringing aatiiey soaied. 
The angelio hrodisrs vaaish ; echoes cease, 
And from thefar iroHiiiiBa tramij the ghsiiiiiisF awJa 
9 



spirits of pMee, liaoe tiiaifc bright CluittmM eftL 
'HMre oft d«toended from the Iftddai't top, 
And brought to those who enfibr sad bettofo 
The injeelest btoiriags of the CfaristUa'e hop% 
That soon humanity will cease to grape 
In doubts and darimess as hi days gone hj, 
And ibUow ffim, tiie Peaeeftil, Jomneying iq^ 
Ihfom Bethlehem to goiy Calraiy, 
Who died that we might liTe, and lives to 



4. 
SaaommUa WaMfgtan: there was much 
Ages had rolled along, and hearts had bled, 
And liberty downtrodden as a weed, 
Ko shelter found for her defenceless head : 

« 

Peace lay like Lazams in sepnlchralbed:^ 

Ood nuBed tip WiuhingUmy and freedom smiled{ 

Once more to yearning hearts the angels said, 

Good will to kak, qf obaob thb fatobbd orilb I 

Good will to uak ; that rolce shall never more be sffllnj. 

5. ' 
On Trestle4)oard divine the plan was traced,— . 
The Blaster Architect his work surveyed-* 
Bach virtue in its proper balance placed ; 
Badi ornament of purest metal made ; 
Bach block In synunetry exact was laid } 
And there ttood WaahingUm the Mamm^mtki^ 
Wise unto wariSne's saagninary trade, 
Wiser to PlBAOB sneh wastheMastv^pIaal 
And WisdoBB, Beanty, Strength, through all tha Taqpla m 

6. 
Oaotioa Us ehiefest care ; the onier gate 
Was strictly guarded; through its portals eama 
Nanght eoidd betray ; prudent, deliberate 
Bash aiesseoger bore out undoub t ed Mm 
To Instant reverence and deathless fkme. 
Thus, tyled with care, his sanctuary kept 
ItaMfaMd its altar, unlbigot to Baao, 
WhOe sentinela on other watefa4owen dep^ 
And pRVDmaB o^er the Ills of sad iadiftranoa 

7. 
Sober in an things* TnonuHCB, the sprlBf 
Of human utrength, was paramount in liim 
Thurewas no vfle eseess or hot to brings 
Ifctiiiy fcablsnew to manjy Hmk 



/ 



WAsm^vMoir. Iflf 

Or dun bU ear, or make hk eye grofw dfan. 
Like Mm of ^id, the leader through tiie aaa, 
inoaled no changes mi life'a rapid stream, 
.Age brought him death but not inftrmitj: 
Bore hence the vigorous frame nnshaliOT by deoqr^ . 

8. 
How great his FoRTiTUDB I protracted war, 
CSansed patriot hearts to sink dispixited— 
His Weeding army cast in flight before 
A taondng enemj— his hopes betrajed— 
How great his FoBTiTUDB 1 firm, andismayed 
Tbe pillar of his suffering country stood. 
By idght a glow, by day refreshing shade, 
A column fizedf broken but unsubdued ! 
Plumbed by the Master's hand,— by him pronounced Goom 

9. 
BzceUent he in Justio ; if to do, 
In all that life presents, from day to day, 
lb oAen as you would they do to yew, 
If this be ICasomry a Mason he ! 
Unswenring to the right or left, his way 
Was onward, upward ; in his hand the scale 
Of righteousnees was equipoised, to pay 
Homage to Qod-^ail, great Creator hail 1 
JvsTicK to man— -4br man was brother beloTOd wiaD. 

10. 
But not these sterner Tirtnes only stand 
Around this good man's life ; true BBOtBnu:»T Jdfif% 
Such as the ancient brethren cherished, and 
Rbubv that does both pain and wo remofe, 
And Truth, an attribute of Qod above, 
dnstered like dropping vines on Washington. 
What marvel that adndriag Masons stniva 
To catch the light &om saefa » matddeas snn^ 
Or elaim the mantle ere the godlike ofaiel was 



11 
Henceforth the Christmas song need not be stilledl 
The conqneroK, em the battle's tonnoH cease^ 
Turns ftom the glory of the encrimsonad field 
And bends in homage to the Prince of Pteoe. 
Globt to God— that anthem shall increase \ 
Ov Barth such lives proclaim good wizx to max. 
Henceforth when angels sing Immannel's grace 
We'll strike the harp and recogniae the plan— 
Oh that our earth might yield such Temple-work again 



Ill WAiMDrcnoH. 

Lo tke sands swiftty run I behold, our Htfrn 
Dropping likto IblUige to a solemn dose 1 
To-dsy the bud bright expectation giTes, 
To-Borrow bloesoms to a transieat rose, 
Another mom and its whole beantj goes : 
Bb !ea?es are scattered wasteAilly uoond, 
Vo heart remembering ; another glows 
Upon the stein ; another hope is crowned; 
And this is hnman life, tiie lift the dead hate ftnmC 

18. 
CSoont well the moments then ; fill ap the daj ; 
Brothers, let wisdom's hand jonr life plans trace. 
The Temple will be finished though we may, 
Not see the stone exalted to its place : 
It is enonj^ tiiat Qod will see and bless : 
Labor iriiHe it is day; there's work for all ; 
The Trestle-Board proclaims it, and alas I 
Too soon win night spread its hneless pall : 
Too soon tkegnwe, the grave! for which thero*s no recaB 

I 

14. 
Clouds may obecors nsj slander may detract; 
The foes of trath and rectitude unite ; 
Bat while within our mystic sphere we act 
There lives no power can hinder or affinght 
The Master's eye still oversees the right; 
Heaven's boolcs record it with angelic pen; 
And when death summons calls us up die hdghti 
A fall reward for labor shall we gain, 
In God's own Temple freed from sorrow^ toil and 

16. 
Man of a thousand firlnes, Washington 1 
Thy model let from heaven w^p re lB f ; 
Our deedsunoK that high design bMinn, 
8haU merit praise tried by the Chief O'erseer : 
ICasterofmen! hear tliou a Mason's prayer I 
Brmdm m ear tpiriit a inm l&m ^pmoe; 
TnA IIS a bnAtf^s Asmb tmi idosi to aJhars; 
Afaroe mr dkniCv. mb* ktiik mfwjmm 
AmimmmdlmCkrui,tke2inm'MruAimimmi 



THE BIRTH, LIFE, AND DEATH 



or 



STONB-SQUARBRS' LODGE, NO. 91. 



PABT inBST.^THB BIRTH. 
T« an llM Mlt of tbt «Mtfa.— T« ■!• tiM U^t of tlM worU. 

^* Now eff this don't make the old man chaw his backj 
fiae, I'm a Ouinea 1 He's done fowt the Masons ever sense 
weVe been together, now gwine on forty year, and to 
have the drotted things stuck here right under his noee at 
last, 'twill be the death on him, sure as shooten I " 

These words, portentous of eyil, speedy and vast^ were 
addressed by old Mrs. Mowthj^oole, (currently known in 
the Bend as Granny Moudifhl,) to her grand-daughter, 
Hepsibah Trrick, who bad just brought her the startling 
tidings, by way of neighbor Serkses', ^^ that the Masons had 
ions deiarmed to start a lodge, and set the maeontrjf-mUl 
to grinding, next Saturday, come three weeks 1" 

Mrs. M. was a finished specimen, from the old-fashioned 
anti-masonic trestle-board : she was one ci that most-gone 
set who did the talking, and evil i9peaking, and dirty work 
of their grand master, the deril, beifore a political party in 
1896 to<^ it out of their hands, nor ever returned them a 
tiiankee in the way of recompense. This lady was a mem* 
ber of the church — that daas always is — which approaches 
nearest in doctrine to pore fumticism. There is no insti- 
tntion that so plainly inculcates the duty of tporks in eyi'* 
denoe otfaitk^ as Masonry ; therefore, none is so obnoxious 
to fatalists in general. 

In her apparel, Mrs. Mowthphoole was as peculiar as the 
Masons themselves. She wore the covering and adorned 
herself with the ornaments whose counterparts had served 
her ancestors g^ierations brfore. 

Her firodc (not to invade the arcana) was homeq>ua and 
home-made, but atas! tiie skill of the widow's son waa 

(12W 
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risible neither in the web, nor in the cnt, nor in the^akei 
(2d Chron. ii. 14.) The pattern was the same to which 
nature cuts all Tut ooyerings ; that is, the frame ii%elf) 
and with carious fideli^ did the garment follow the coryei 
and angles, (the hills and valleTs), for which the steel had 
prepared it. As this old dame was reduced in flesh, thii 
dress, so suggestive of the jewel it inclosed, forcibly re- 
minded you of the bark on a cherry tree, and for the life 
of you, you yearned to pull out your knife and cut it open, 
that the imprisoned body might be released. 

Her shoes were of they were locked up, in feet; foi 

the weather was too warm for horseskin. 

Her head, naturally rejoicing in a sandy mat for a oor- 
ering, was now enfolded in the additional envelop of a red 
flannel cap, made upon the principle that causes glass- 
makers to color their junk botdes so, that is, ihat they 
may tiae the ooaree m^Oerials. Iron spectacles, a string of 
purple glass beads, {purple as denoting a union of bad tastd 

^th no matter what,) and a cob pipe, completed both 

her attire and adornments. In brief, Mrs. Mowthphooli 
was what that disrespectful young male, Bammy Btokes, 
calls an old she^ and the big* mouthed Professor Leross 
styles a ohondropterygian I . 

The reader will see our motive in describing this ven« 
erable dame at such fuU length, (she was just five feet nine 
and a half long,) when we agnize him that in that vicin- 
ity there were fourteen other old women who also wore red 
woolen caps; incased themselves in cherry bark froda; 
were wealtiiy in glass beads; smoked oob pipes; locked 
up their horseskin in sultry weather; belonged to die Mo« 
hammedan style of church membership, and were ardenl 
antimasons. (They styled themsdvea ampisamsone^ bnl 
we presume it means the same thing, in Dutch.) 

One word as to Mrs. M.'s* house, and we^ll go along 
faster. Of course it was log^ dirt-danbed, etc. ; many an 
excellent Mason lives in no better, and v>e have no better 
for us and ours ; but then Mowtiiphoole's tenement wai 
Meh a mean sort of one. The census-taker thus sketohed 
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itfor Qs: "The mud, hit was put in in froety weather, 
and was always fallin' out^ while the bark from the poles, 
tfaej being cut in summer weather, hit was always fallin' 
m/" Around the room hung four Dutch paintings of 
Clay, Webster, Jackson, and one that was labeled " Ban- 
jriewrin," which latter, from the fact of its having no top- 
knot, was probably intended for the ex-President from Kin- 
derhook. The mouth of Olay was like a buffalo's, (the 
fish, not the quadruped,) while Jackson's face was sharp 
enough to open oysters with. There was a bureau in the 
room, on which the thin veneering stood in incurable blis- 
ters, and there was the usual quantity of old rickety furni- 
ture around. And now let's hear something further from 
Mrs. M., as she murmurs through her cob pipe. 

"PU be dogged eff it don't kill the old varmint [she 
meant her husband] plum dead, fee-ee-ee, the minute he 
hears it. And who's the no-counts that's getting it up t 
Lots and gobs on 'em, PU be bound ! Parson Ellyphant, 
did you say } Fee-ee-ee I I'll be bound he's one. Yes, 
fee-ee-ee. Such a feller — tall assurance. Bis fingers oilers 
minds me of a hanful of possom-tails. Oh, my ring-tailed 
monkey, diddle, fee-ee-ee. Eff there's enny one thing t 
watddnH marry, it's a sarkut rider; fee-ee-ee. Eff I 
couldn't be a too-seeder, I'd be a see-seeder, but neverdi 
marry Aim, not by a jug full ; fee-ee-ee." 

These reflections, the result of profound investigation, 
were interspersed with periodic sucks at the pipe, in 
acknowledgment of which the smoke and vapor gurgled 
antagonistically through the cane tube, accompanied with 
noise. 

^^ But here's the old varmint himself. It'll kill him^ I 
know it 11 kill him plum dead ! Leastways it ought to! '^ 
And with praiseworthy resignation the dame seated her* 
self in the chimney comer, in a position to afford her a 
▼iew of the catastrophe, come as it mout^ and continued her 
amusement through the hollow cane with increased scst, 
despite her anticipated widowhood. 

He was not a tall man, old Ben M. wasn't ; that is, ba 
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might have been tall once, but, if so, he had iunk doun 
There is no architectoral term for exactly Buch a building 
as he. The Egyptian order, which delights in the massive 
(Byron terms it " the colossal copyist of deformity"), has 
something like it in those pillars which bulge out in the 
middle, as if the weight on top was too much for theur 
shoulders. Such, though on an enlarged scale, was Ben- 
jamin Mowthphoole, or if it v)a8n% there is nothing else 
that was. 

The dress of this worthy patriarch (he resembled the 
patriarch Jacob in two things, the number of his children, 
and die way he raised them up) ; the deaccm's drees, we 
say, resembled that of his antiquated partner, except that 
*^the bifurcated garment with an imterior door" (Mies 
Slap's definition of breeches), which he sported from tiie 
ribs down, were dyed with sumac juice, figistened with 
copperas, and that he wore shoes, untanned and home- 
made, of course, and a coonskin cap. Both had eyidently 
kept the same grand principles in view, viz : to confine tiie 
scissors to the ancient landmarks, and to let no man (»r 
body of men (or women either), make innoyations. 

His first movement, on entering his dwelling, was to the 
barrel of red-head always on the tap in the comer of the 
roojn. Thence, he drew a cupful of fluid, originally con- 
cealed in the shape of com, but very difierently flavored 
now from any com in the world. This he drank, and die 
effect of the potation was cordial. There was an increaaed 
glow of the countenance, and a looeening of the lingual 
cable-tow. He had not heard the dreadftil intelligenoe 
that was certain, and as his expected demise was postponed, 
Mrs. M. relaxed in her attention, and resumed her work* 
This was to turn a pile of old garments, by means of a cast- 
off pair of Surgeon's shears, into slips for a rag-carpet, to 
be exchanged for ^^ store track." 

It is annoying to observe what an affectation of wisdom, 
ignorant old men will put on, while uttering their non- 
sense. The deacon, relaxed by the comjuice afooresaid, 
ooounenoed an inten&inable dawdle, all about a heifei 
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be'd been all the way to Bedbook'e to trade fbr— and bow 
the eorry thing had the hollow horn when he seed her<-* 
and how some yoang mules chawed off his horse's tail, 
evevy hair of it — and how old Mann Swett was battling 
her clothea down't the branch as he come past — ^while her 
no-count gals was rubbuig snuff at the house — and how 
there'd be a late spring thi« year, (kize Easter ooa^ 40 
late — and a heap of rubbish all to the same purpose. 

Fortunately in this instance, the dawdle waa prvmar 
torely nipped. A halloo at the ifenee was beard ; a rattUng 
of chairs from the house answered it; a peal of dogi 
from eyeiy comer followed ; a flock of dirty children, 
black, white and composite rushed to the door ; while qy^ 
all loomed the gray hairs of Deacon Mowthphoole. 

It was nobody but neighbor Serkses, a mortal of tht 
same daes, order, genus and species with himself. 

The riot was quelled with chunks and bats, and thf 
visitor ushered hospitably into the house, a long train of 
hounds following and comparing notes among tliemselyei 
by sight and scent, keen as a drunkard's nose, oonceminf 
him. 

Billy Serkses, figuratively speaking, was down at tha 
heel. As himself said he toasnH so pooty well a$ yon 
maut imagine I 

A cupful of the juice failed to make his heart glad, the 
first failure of the sort unto him ever known. A 4ecoa4 
was equally unsuccessful for Billy sat silent, only batted 
bis eye (the other was in North Corolinar—goi^ged), looked 
solemnly at the deacon, and shook his head. It was SO 
dry a head and so much resembled a dead gourd, that you 
naturally expected to hear the seeds rattle when he slUxilf 
it, and you were disappointed because they didn't, A 
third operated more powerfully. With a reckless disi^ 
gard of human life he blurted out, '' Deaccm I come over 
to tell you — the Masons is gwine to start a lodge at Swip- 
sey's— right off— I'll be dogged eff they aintl" and ha 
reached out his hand for a fourth cup. 

The human nund is telegraphic in ita nature* U ^a 



0p the past, it anticipfttes the future with equal rapidity. 
That of Deacon Mowthphoole, flashed witli incoDceiyable 
•peed as it took in at a glance all the evils of this step 
Not even the penman of that lightning verse, ^^ Adam 
Sheth, Enoch," (1 Chron. i, 1.) could dart over the cen- 
turies more swiftly than this experienced antimason. In 
the gloomy perspective he saw it all — schools would ba 
established ; whisky-drinking abolished ; improvements 
in &tming, in dress, in manners, in religion ; churches 
built on free grace principles ; a ne^ect of old-fashioned 
filings and old-fashioned people like himself; these and 
other mischiefs would assuredly follow upon the establish- 
inent of a Mason's Lodge. 

Sut the deacon was no child of yesterday. Exacwbated 
as he was he remembered that one man can destroy an 
edifice which exhausted the skill of a thousand builders. 
Therefore he did not faint. He did not die plum dead as 
his yokefellow had predicted. Bad as he rather unde- 
niably was he did not even lose hope — ^he only took a cup- 
ftill of comjuice and in a resolute voice declared, ^^ Eff 
they try it they'd better not!" In that phrase he ex- 
pressed the sentiments of all the antis in Squashes' 
precinct. 

The report thus conveyed to the auricles of Deacon 
Mowthpboole was genuine. The six stray sheep of the 
mas(mic fold who lived in the Bend had resolved, that to 
go twenty miles to attend lodge at Elgin, was too great 
a sacrifice for them, and they must have one nearer 
home. 

The idea was by no means novel ; indeed it had long 
been entertained. Years before, there was a petition 
started by that enthusiastic young brother, McLesky, who 
fnroposed to erect a hall at his own expense, so anxious 
was he to see Masonry planted in the Bend. But his 
sudden and melancholy death closed the scheme. 

Then Elder Flint, who had held a quarterly conference 
at Swipsey's Chapel, and had been half starved for want 
f ^ temporal and spiritual aoocmimodations, recommended 
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Am HMons to organiie a body there, if obIj Ibr TeKgioo'k 
iake, and offered to help them. Next the Ortnd Lectvrer, 
Bruce, who wae on a Tieit to hie uncle, Parson Moeee^ 
joined hie aolioitations to the otheri and propoeed, if the 
brethrmi wonld go into it, to stay a week among them aad grte 
them inatrootion gratis. 

Bnt although the demand was urgent, and these offers 
tempting, the Masons were dow to more. None of them 
in worldly matters were nnembarrassed, however affluent 
they might be in masonic wealth, and they feared the ex- 
pense. At last a motion became Tisible, as we haye said, 
and at a stated meeting in Elgin Lodge it was decided by 
the six, that if the town Masons would come out and give 
them a start, and lend them funds to begin with, and re> 
oommend them to the Grand Master, they would shoulder 
the burden, and strike in the name of the Lord. The 
town Masons shook hands with them as a tdun of aoeept' 



The enterprising six were. Parson Moses,* an old man 
but young in Masonry, who had been expelled f^m the 
fktalist ehuroh the year before, a ehuroh in which he had 
preached from his youth up, for becoming a Mason ^ Mr. 
Alexander Boxton, the schoolmaster and class leader at 
Swipeey's Ohapel, so rigid in doctrine that he had more 
than once declared himself, " Methodist warp and fining, 
droTO up by a beetle P' Thomas Houghton, carpenter, and 
like all carpenters, the fiither of many living children ; 
and the three brothers Bell, of wh<un it had been pleasantly 
said thaty if efsr three bells were east to> the same nott| 



* We were once visitilng a Lodge In a certain state capital, and flaw the 
priaolpal officers of the state, the governor, ez-governer, seoretaiy, sapreme 
judge, auditor, attcniey general, adjutant general, etc, all lUaoaa, and 
members of the Lodge, while the Lodge itaelf was governed as foUowa: 
the Tf. H. was a Joomeyman printer; S. Tf. a carpenter ; J. Tf . a painter ; 
Secretary a tinner. It Is known that George Waehington himaelf never 
rose to dlflUngolahed masonic honors, and for the good reason that be 
sever attained to what is technically styled ike work of Masoniy. 

Masonry valnea no man on aeoonat of his worldly wealth er 
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IImj were Savl, Noah, end laaiah Bell, so wdl Mr Ihe 
Belle egree in eTerythiag. BmIl irae the seed of Ihe nenr 

The tkrae prinoiiMl eovmes of opposHtOD to be eneoont- 
«i<ed were tkeee : Firat, the ne^hborfaeed, ee the reader 
has already learned, was offensiyely aatfrnasonie. The pro« 
{NMftog Ghrutaaae in the Bead (all ezoept the Uw whe net 
i^t Swipeey'e, and a eonple of Comberlaad PreBbjteriane), 
babnied to I>eaoon Mowthphooles^s ehnroh, a ehuroh of 
i^oh it may be tmlj eaid, that tk$ oreed u n^t urittcA, 
and for the eaflieient reason, that inic is noi dark enough 
t0 uuUU it ; but whioh is as well known to friend and foe^ 
aa thoQgh it were printed in '< Harpy's Library of Seleot 
Novela.'' • 

Smxmd. There were four Koensed grogshopa and a die- 
ttilery in the Bend, the folUegged nests of rioe and etrife. 
Beinde this, the honsekeepers generally, kepi a barrel of red- 
head for &mily use, bought at the distillery of Deaoon MowUi* 
pbeela The stereotyped exoose for this was (did ever a 
a»erti4 parehase strong drink without some good reason for 
it ? a lituof-seUer hears as many oenfMsions as Bather 
O'Biley, but not quite ao many promises), the eaoose waa, 
that the mUk-uck was in the hills, and a barrel of Uqww 
eost lees than a oow anyway ! This apology was aboail 
equal, in point ef applioaftion, to tbart of tbo Dntehmao, 
Hhe said he put eggs mto his sugar-water to get out the 

T9md. Beside those two eeupees of aatimaeenry, than wUek 
neme ia more destmolife than the free nee ef strong drink, 
and therefore it is, that temperanoe oomes first in our list of 
eardinal yirtoes, there was a whole nest of abandoned women 
<^l the riverTside, and a splendid game oounti^ in the hills, 
«ppe«ite, the one spreading lioentionsnefls, the other idieaem, 
all through the Bend. 

Then, there was no house fit for Lodge purposes, nor 
oould the feeble half dosen who were about to shoulder 
this heavy burden, bear the eocpense of building onOi This 
diConltgF ^^ appeared insurmountable ever siaee poor Me- 
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Lmkf^M death, but on the seoond cominig of ^Ider Flint, 
that whol^flooled Mason suggested, that another itorj might 
readily be built on Swipsey's chapel, and to start tha tfiinf 
handsosely, he pledged himaBlf to raise fifty doUara toward 
it if the brethren in the Bend would advaooe the rest 8t 
powerfully impressed was this experienced minister with the 
importance of throwing a moral restraint around that aban* 
doned district, by the aid of Masonryi which religion, single* 
handed^ seemed inadequate to do. 

The brethren agreed to the latter proposition, althoii^ 
as the chapel was of logs, and had been erected ten yeacs 
before, the additional story looked like a new Ffaooh 
bonnet «pon a yenerable dame of ninety. The title to 
one half the property wus henceforth yested in the Grand 
Lodge, the other half in the General Conference of ^ 
ehuroh.* 

An election for oonstaUe, h^ld at Squashea' greeeiy, ea- 
aUed the eettlement to }eam, amid the picking of baigoai 
and the torturing of feline visoerai that the Masons, with 
Parson Moses in the van, had got a dispensation tii)m the 
Grand Master (a disposition, pubUc report styled it), and 
would begin next Saturday. Much blasphemy and some 
threats followed upon the news. The former fell unno- 
ticed. The latter (which had reference to the unlawful 
application of Sre), was met in a decided manner by Mr. 
Boxton. He took down the names of those who had 
dared to hint at arson, and gave it out that if Bwipsey's 
chapel ihauld at any time oatch fire, a couple more sho^d 
go from Gowan county to the penitentiary. As Gowen 
already had eight there, learning to make trace chains, this 
remark stifled farther threats, and Paddy Hook, who had 
been one of the incautious, never saw a thundercloud pass ovar 
for a twelvenionth afterward, but h6 praye4 it might fuit kit 
Swipsey^s, 

* TUb wni appear to some a singular cotonjldettoe. 6at we hare reason 
to beHsve that the ancient masonic usage on tMs head gaiMt Weikys 
sdad, in aiMMi^ tiM tlttMeeis^ ibe elHvsIs aai otier sksf^i ff^ 
ia the oouieotion. 



] 
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A eonniltttioii meeting had been held at the hooae of the 
Bey. Dookery Hoses, his excellent wife being prenoosly and 
most nnfkirly deoojed awaj, on an imaginary report of a 
neighbor's sickness. This convention was opened by reading the 
Seriptores, and prayer. 

The first thing to be settled at it, was the name of the 
new Lodge. There were four prcTslent notions to con- 
sider. The parson first suggested the name of the Qrand 
Master, by way of policy, but the other five opposed that, 
e^eeiaHy Boxton, who protested against using the name 
of any living person, on the ground that we don't know 
what a man will come to before he dies. He cited three 
instanoes of Lodges that had been compelled to change 
their names, because the persons who had been thus honor- 
ed in Lodge nomenclature, were afterward expelled from 
Masonry, for gross offenses. Boxton proposed the title of 
Cairference Lodge^ as being enphonistic and not nn-Bia- 
•onic. But the others voted that down with a risout 
It was seotariaa, they said, and would be so eoastmed by 
the public. 

Brother Houghton was of the opinion that Temperamce 
Lodge would be a good hit. Declined unanimously. The 
three brothers Bell agreeing, as usual, oftred Cmwexity 
Lodge as just the thing. What idea they had connected 
with the term convexity, is inexplicable. The other three 
refused it 80 they did the various substitutes of Bibk 
Lodge^ Compass Lodge^ Sqtuire Lodge, Bend Lodge, Swip- 
9ey*s Lodge^ Chapel Lodge, Flint Lodge, Level Lodge, 
Oavel Lodge, Trowd Lodge, Moses* Lodge, Crlobe Lodge, 
Lodge if the Two FUlars, and many others. It did really 
seem as if the brethren would disperse on the question of 
naming. 

At last, Mr. Houghton, who was turning over the leaves 
of a fiunily Bible with marginal notes, that lay on the 
table, called the general attention to the word GhMrin, 
tnmakted from the Hebrew, SUme-Squarer, and su^gsested 
the adoption of that word. Weary with the debate, it was 
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accepted, and resolved that the new Lodge should be ntfM 
Stone-Sfuarere' Zodge^ U, D. 

The next subject was quarterly does. The membeia 
generaUy having large families and small means, a mini^ 
mum charge for Lodge purposes must be adopted. But 
how much ? Boxton said fifty cents a quarter* Too mnoii. 
Noah Bell said fifteen cents, the other two Bells aasentiai^ 
Too little. Then forty, thurty, twenty cents, were aeveraUf 
proposed and discussed. At last, by way of cotapromiM^ 
tihe ktter was adopted, and dghty cents a year agmi 
upon. 

Then came up the code of by-laws. Printed copies of 
those in use by the surrounding Lodges had been furnished 
them by Elder Flint, and some judgment was needed t6 
adopt the better portion and reject the rest.* 

A very stringent section concerning immorality in gen- 
eral, and the vices of intemperance, fighting, blasphemy, 
and gambling, in particular, was inserted by unanimoos 
consent. 

It was also resolved, nem. di%.^ to have a chaplain as a 
standing officer, and that acting preachers, of whatever 
denomination, should receive the degrees gratis.f Thil 
(the general custom in the United States) was done with 
reference to the fact that preachers are rarely remunerated 
for their labor as other men, and therefore in charitable 
contributions they should be spared. 

The stated meetings were now set for the Wednesday 
night after each ftdl moon (to give the members light home* 
ward), and thirteen meetings a year — the old rule. 

Time and place being then satis&ctorily designated, tha 
few other necessary preliminaries were arranged, and tha 
consultation was closed, as it had been opened, with 

• It is to be regretted, that in many States no constitutional form of By- 
laws for the use of subordinate Lodges, has been furnished under Grand 
Lodge authority. 

t In 1788 the Qrand Lodge of Scotland d^reed that the clergy should 
be initiated into Masonry free of charge. We opine that tlie eause of tUa 
vill eoDtinue to esiat till the mOkDimiiii. 
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pfVf^. Bey. Dockery Moses^ was nominated first Wor- 
Bhipfnl Master, Bro. Boxton, first Secretary. The two 
4lde8r Bells were made Wardens, and the yonnger, IVeas- 
mr, on the Grand Lodge principle, that a man of worldly 
aabstaiioe ahonld fill that office. Let them reconcile the 
yrineipie to any oooBtitntional principle who can. Another 
etror waa committed, a vety nsnal one, that of making 
Qjanghtoa, who had bo capacity for committing or deliver- 
ittg • aetttanca, the senior Peacon, one <^ the most import- 
ant dBoeta in a Lodge. Ilireeof the Elgin Masons, whose 
names had gone with theirs on the petition, were taken to 
flU o«t the list of ofiloers. 

As funds were scarce^ a few strips of tin, procored at 
tiie tin shop, were ingeniously shaped into the form of 
Lodge jewels, though, like the Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
tiiej required an expounder to give their true intent. 

A few yaids of bleached goods and tape served for 
maaonic aprons, after passing through the disdidine d 
scissors and needle in the hands of the forgiving Mrs. 
Moses. Houghton made a beautiful G and gilded it, also 
tome turned pillars, an altar, the necessary seats and sta- 
tions. In framing the latter, he was Freemason enough 
to avoid the idea of pulpits, and substituted the true ma- 
aonic principle of thrones. Miss Snaile, sister-in-law of 
Boxton, who was in possession of a small income of her 
own (old man Snaile, her fiither, being dead), presented 
the Lodge wi& curtains having the square and com- 
pass neatly embroidered thereon with her own fair fingers ; 
also, a bucket and dipper for water; a big Bible, having 
the name and age of the new Lodge under the head of 
BrBTHB; and a cushion. This liberality on the part of the 
maiden, we are happy to say, met its own reward ; for 
Baul Bell, who was all his days inclined to be over-bashful, 
took her generosity as a password, entered the door of h^ 
dwelling with masculine boldness, filed his petition for 
marriage, and astonished everybody by wedding her on 
the Wednesday after the second meeting of the Lodge. 
Aa the three Bells prided Aemaelves on striking tiie aaacM 
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Boto, the other two were driven in less than a tweWemonth 
to the Bame desperate act, and little Bells jingled forthwith. 
The necessary notice had been forwarded to town, and 
the following announcement appeared conspicnonsly in th« 
Elgin Conrant: 

MABOHIO. 

*' The members of Stone-Squarers' Lodge, U. D., will orgaa* 
lie at Swipsej's Chapel, in Pickett's Bend, Wednesday, May $, 
at t P. M. Brethren from other Lodges fratenialljr welcome.^ 

The day set apart for this august ceremony proved pleas^ 
ant. Every omen was favorable. The sun rose clear ; the 
breeze was balmy but not too fresh ; the birds sounded the 
passwords, and made the signs their ancient brethren bad 
done before them since they followed Eve out of Eden* 
By noon there was a large collection of people on the bill^ 
which was crowned by Swipsey's cbapeL The reader will 
please accompany us thither. 

That old cataphracted man, whose tobacco-stained lips 
match his sumac-stained breeches, that is Deacon Mowth- 
phoole. Some persons might feel a delicacy in hanging 
round a Masonic Lodge this way, but he has none to feel. 
He says A^V gwine to lam sutAetiy and from his stupid 
appearance, it is certainly time he did. Luckily he's a 
trifle deaf, or something might slip through the large crack 
in that upper room, and be hear it ! 

That bony-looking young man, with Gen. Liewis Cass oq 
bis breastpin, and a pack of hounds on his coat buttons, 
that is Henry Herz. Henry has already put in his peti* 
tion to be made a Mason, and can't be persuaded but thut 
hell be put through before midnight. He once paid a 
quarter to see an elephant, he says, and he got to see bins 
right off. Why, then, should the Masons make him wait t 

Those two chunky fellows on the log yonder, with eyes 

like a locomotive, are Eossini and Auber Linley. Their 

father once played his clarionette at a Mason's funeral, aad 

he brought his sons up to woiship the very idea ^ 

10 
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dftj joining the Masons. They are sittinj^ there watdiing 
brother Ban wed 's saddle-bags, from which they snppoBe 
t^ iranding irons will be drawn. Ah, if they can only 
•tand the huming, what Masons they'll make 1 

And hurrah, here comes the Elgin brethren, thirteen of 
them, all in a row, a real baker's dozen, and meny as 
griggsl That's Lee's voice! Bless ns, you'd know it a 
league. He has just finished a joke, a real oyster of a 
thing, and see, Ohondler looks pale and exhausted, as 
though he had been spitting blood, and the rest of them 
talk huskily; they've laughed so hard. Lee will be im- 
mensely wealthy whenever sound jokes are taken at par, 
but meantime he must stick to press-board, goose, cab- 
bage, and needle. 

There's Oraylet. To look at him, wouldn't a man think 
he had lost his grandfather lately t And yet that man, 
Oraylet, does dryer wit and enjoys it better than any other 
in his chapter. But he laughs inside^ as though he was 
swallowing tobacco juice, and keeps his enjoyment tyled 
as close as he does the Boyal Arch Degree itself. 

Here they come; make way for them, for they are the 
salt of Elgin. Here's a body of Masons that Masonry 
may well glory in. Every one of them is a temperance 
man ; not one of them swears. Every one of them has 
his little pasteboard box, inclosing his regalia, brought 
down in honor of the new Lodge ; not one of them but what 
belongs to some church. Good-fellowship lightens the 
orient of every eye. Fraternal feeling glistens through the 
pores of the face, and their very tongues ring with it. Ood 
bless such Masons as they. Not one of them laughs at the 
fbnny-looking bonnet of a thing, perched up there on top 
of the chapel ; for they all understand, 'twas the best the 
brethren could do, banished as they were to the banks 
of the Euphrates. Oh ! such a sinewy grip as their hands 
can give ; they would almost lift up a dead body. They 
forbear to laugh at the hieroglyphical jewels so economi- 
cally got up, and at the general rudeness of airangemente, 
%r eadi viaitor knows the heavy burden these enterprising 
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tiz ha^e shouldered ; — yes, and each one has brought down 
a y in his pocket-book, to loan them. Therefore, instead 
of fJAnlt-finding, there is an expression of gratified surpriBe, 
that so mach has been done, and so well done too ; and 
many an encouraging prophesy is ventured, and many a 
pledge of aid is offered, if aid bd required, and many — 
Oh ! God bless such Masons anyhow. 

The crowd of cowans, by this time, has now increased 
to a tumult. Jehoshaphat 1 only look at 'em. Here* s the 
whole Himmel &mily to the third generation! Here's 
Bull Argot, the grocery keep^ ; in his case curiosity has 
prevailed over covetousnees, and dra^;ed the spider from 
his den. Here's Zelmira Jones, who teaches ; and Parsoii 
Longfellow, who preaches* Here's aU the boys and girls 
of the band. Here glistens two-bit calico, under the glar- 
ing mmdian, gay as a peafowl's tail ^panded. Haie do 
greatly abound glass beads, gaudy ribbons, red-leather 
shoes, artificial flowers (of the Heliotrope genus), bandana 
handkerchiefs, and other things ; concerning all which we 
may safely say, that King Solomon was not so deeoiated. 
Yonder lady wears four dozen diick^is in her ears.. Her 
sister, by her side, whose Christian name is Jabesh*gilead, 
has three geese and a coon represented in her breastpin ; 
eight pairs of socks in her lace vail ; a whole onion patoh 
in her bonnet. 

Surely these folks must suppose that Stone-Squar^!»* 
Lodge is to be oiganized in public; else why that re^ 
mark from the philosophic Mowthphoole, edioed by Billj 
Serkses at his back, that Ae*d lame iuthen hcut the 
dratted things ft>re stgoper^ gawl swizaled eff he didnHt 
What wonder that Brother Banwed thinks, ^^No person has 
half so much curiosity to learn Mason-secrets, as the real 
red-hot aoties; and if they would take such pains to aoqoire 
Masonry in a lawfril way they would beat Solomon 
himselfl"* 

* A celebrated jester, no Maaon, once published handbills in a localitj 
like iM», thai he wovid deUver an addrets on a certain day, eorpoaiaf all 
the Maaona* aeereta. An imneo^a crowd gathered. Soaseeane tvo diiya 
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But Swips^j's chapel now is fall of them. Thej an 
not the sort to be driren away ; they've come for some^ 
thing and somothing they'll have, before they go 1 

After a whispered consultation behind the house, it is 
•oiisidered best to ask them all ap into the Lodge-room, 
and let Lee give diem a talk. Agreed. He mounts the 
horse block, and in his loud eomic way invites all withia 
iowid of his voice (two thousand yards if a fathom), to 
e(>ligregate vf9tarT% and hear a masonic discourse. Horrors 
what a rush I Houghton the carpenter, closes his eyes ia 
dasmay, that ha may not see the Ham fall. They wet^ 
iierer ttiade for such a strain as this. Many aocideBts 
•ocnr. Deac<m Mowthphoole, first at the start, but fail- 
ing in the outcome, has his glasses broken and his wift 
her pipd. Miss Zelmira Jones is Leard to utter a naughty 
word as her tenderest com is flattened under a behemoth'^ 
foot Bull Argot, who rarely swears to a preacher, oon- 
denrns Parson Longfellow in characteristic language for 
treading upon his. The parson, who has dropped his hat, 
is borne upward by the current without it. The peddler 
Jochalfrosa loses his card <tf masonic breastpins that 
he had bought for sale, and it is supposed that one <rf 
Mike Mack's sons abstracted it, for the whole Mack fhmily 
started to Texas that night, and wore masonic breas1|>ins 
all the way. Behind the rushing cowans, appears a long 
tail of crushed beads, broken sashes, fragments of rib- 
bons, colored garters, and a small round cushion, for which 
no Mason can possibly imagine a use. The Masons come 
last, purple with laughter at the whde scene, and that 
Molid Graylett, who never cracks a smile, brings up the 
rear. 

In die Lodge-room sits curiosity perscmified in a hundred 
forms. Eyes, not pedunculated like a crabs, theref(»« ob- 
iKMdous to an ovBrstrain, art overstrained in fixed stares, 
first at the open Bible (rare sight in Picket's Bend), then 

ieamsy iritfa ftmilies and yfw^w. But the Jolrar did aol tppssr^ sad thi 



At the aprons which hang on the walls, then at the golden 
letter G. But we must hurry on. 

Brother Lee calls out in stentorian notes that the Ber. 
Dockery Moses will address the Throne of Grace ; where* 
at the Masons rise like dvilixed beings, and the Benders 
sit still, as the Indians did when Columbus first celebrated 
mass in their presence* Prayer being aided, the inveter- 
ate punster Lee, entertained the audienoe for an hour with 
just such a broken disjointed talk, as suited the audienoe 
around him. The piUi of it, if it had any, was to show 
by the reduotio ad ahitsrdum (aa Euclid hath i^, what 
masonry is not. It is not religion, he said ; it is not vice; 
it is not free; it is not costly; it is not easy of access ta 
the bad, it 19 not difficult of access to the good. He 
illustrated with many rib-bursting anecdotes, avd several 
that were pathetic, at wiiich latter Miss Zelmira wept a 
weep, and old Billy Serkses shouted an amen. 

The congregation, supposing all to be done, now went 
home quietly. Deacon Mowtbpboole, '^ deklarrin on hit 
voracity that af<»e he'd had his own eyedis 'boat Masons, 
but now he knowed they wan't die dean thing ease they 
bragged so, and he'd give 'em goss yet; see eff he 
didn't." 

The hill-top being quiet, and no 3ign of humanity 
visible, sava the neglected graveyard on the dark north, 
the brethren proceeded to organize in regular ftrm, and 
this was the birth of Stone-squarers* Lodge. 

The following song waa furnished them us a fompre- 
hensive sketch of masonic duties, connected with their 
new engagements to God, to ike (Mer, and 4o each 
other. 
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BROTHE&LY LOVB.» 

Let brotfa«rIj lo7« oonilniM. 

Br one God created, by one Savior UTe* 
By one spirit lighted, by one mark «Mi|st«Ted: 
We'ra teagbt in the wisdom our spirits appfOf% 
To oherish the spirit of Brotherly-love, 

Love, love, Brotherly-love^ 
This world has no spirit like Brotheriy-l0T<s. 

I« the land of the airaager, we Masons abid^y 
In forest, in quany, on Lebanon's side: 
Yon temple we're building, its plan's from abore^ 
And we Isbor supported by Brotherly-love. 

Love, love, Brotherly-lote — 
This wotld has no spirit like Brotharly-love. 

Though the service be hard, and the wages be scanty 
If the Master accept it, our hearts are content; 
The prise thtft we toil for, we'll have It atom. 
When Am Temple^a completed, in Brutherly-lofe. 

Love, love, Brotheriy-love— 
This world has no spirit like Brotherly-love. 

Tes, yes, though the week may belong, it will end. 
Though the temple be lofbf , tbs ■J i s to aa wiU staad; 
And the Sabbath, blest day, every thought will 
Save the mem'ry fraternal of Brotherly-love. 

Love, love, Brotheriy-love— 
This world hss no spirit like Brotherly-love. 

By one Ood create d wma, kroAm, 'tkdmff! 
By one Spirit lighted — odow, ire<&ert, cissy/ v 
With beauty, and wisdom, and strength to approve. 
Let's toil while there's labor in Brotherly-love. 

Love, love. Brotherly-love— 
This worid has no spirit like Brotherly*love. 



**Hcm$, twmt BamtJ* Masorio Lnioi, No. 17. By tha Auttni. 
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PART SEOOND. 

THS U7«. 

"At flittt How, day fey day, Umn «um to SsrlA to halp him, tmtO It wm % fiwt koil 
Uko tiM hMt «r Qa«.» *'BlMMd im tho nAflMunow, tw thaj ihdl bo «aiid tk» 

GhUdron of Ood." 

STOHx-SquABBan' Lodge, U. D., wm now like ^^ good 
deed in a mighty world," a pnre dung though sunroimded 
with evil and oontnmely. 

The plans of annojaaoe, adopted by the antimaaonic 
ci«w of the Bend, were mnltifonn and actively pursned. 
The firet development was in a copj of some clandestine 
bo<^, Bernard's, or some other qnite as reliable, which 
was procnred by Deacon Mowthphoole, at the cost of all 
the ooonskins his boys had gathered that season. Immense 
was the popular chuckling when the good man announced 
in church meeting, ^^that at last he'd lamt what he'd 
long longed to know, all the secrets of Masontree, from • 
to iB9ardP^ Oonsidering the source from which these 
sacred treasures were obtained, the enlightened reader wQl 
not greatly despond if we add the Deacon's ofnnion— 
^^That now he'd lamt em all, he was bound to confess they 
wam't much 1" But such as they were, the rejoicing wae 
enormous, especiaUy at the Grocery, and down among the 
Pyprians by the river, and wherever any were found iHio 
wished evil to Masonry. Bill Argot, the liquor-seller, had 
the impudence to go to the Lodge, and try to get in by ihm 
passwords. Uncle Billy Serkses, made the grand haili^* 
sign in meeting-time ; and even the pyprians afmesaSl, 
got to practicing the five points of feUowship on Bernard's 
system, 

'Tis true that Argot missed getting in ; instead of ad^ 
mittance,*the Tyler gave him a sound kicking, and woold 
have thrown him over the raLKng but for the othen. 'TIS 
true that Unde Billy's sign was more like a licard's than 
a Mason's, and that such expdsitions could not aftct the 
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integrity of Masonry in the least. Still the brethren w^« 
annoyed by them, and by the pertinacity with which the 
foe continued to use tliem; and so, Brother Bronson pro- 
posed an ingenious (sountermine. This was to order forty 
copies of an edition of Morgan, published by some hawk- 
aad*buzzard in the northern city, and to distribute them 
gratuitously through the Bend. It was done at the lodge 
cost, and with most marvelous success. The very auda- 
^ of tiie scheme, paralysed all opposition. The Deaeon, 
iltor oomparing Morgan with the book for which he had 
sacrificed a yearns peltry, and finding these two veritable 
goipela difiering more widely dian the poles, threw Ber- 
nard into the distillery fire, and incontinently got dmnk 
about it. The gifts were all condemned as '' no account,'* 
and in a few months, so unpopular had masonic exposi- 
tions become in the Bend, that when Jochalfroea, the ped* 
dler, tried to sell a ^^ Crafts," he was neariy mobbed by the 
exasperated anti to whom he had offered it, in the retire^ 
ttent of his stable; and be was cautioned ^^not to do that 
again at the risk of his peril." 

The very first step taken by the new Lodge, in the way 
of penkianient bosiness^ was to vote an invitation to Brotfi«r 
Bmos^ the lecturer, to give them a thorough course of in- 
struction. This was done by the advice of the Deputy 
Qrand Master, who advanced these opinions in a letter he 
wrote them: ^^ That they had adopted a price for the de- 
gfees, as high as any Lodge in his district ; ^u high in fiid 
ita tfioae which had be^i at work for twenty years, and 
were thoroughly skilled. That as the Grand Ixxlge edict 
was stringMit on this subject, and a|^cants in their vicin- 
ily fmu9i apply to th^n, as the nearest Lodge, it behooved 
them, in conimon honesty, to do good work or reduce thxar 
prices." This plain principle of ethics he illustrated by 
referring to a neighboring Lodge, which had never ex- 
tended tan dollars for books, jewels, regalia or leetnres, 
yet charged as high for the degrees as anotfier dose by, 
that had expended OMro than two handled dolkn fiw 
dwse thtegs. 
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Bfottier Bruce accepted the invitation. This man waa 
none of yonr common apouters, who memorize a few 
questions and answers^ and poll-parrot them off, as if 
Masonry were a form of words dry as a cork. He did not 
limit his iustructionB to a mere detail of technical work, 
important as this certainly is. Lectores and work had 
their appropriate place in his plan of teaching, but then 
oame the largw divisiona of maraUty^ sound eld land' 
inaris^ baeed upon a rock, and the obligatton$j so com- 
IHrehensive yet so just. Theee are the things he said, 
which distingiuflh the Royal art from all other associationB, 
and give it a Eest irtiioh superficial lecturers appear to be 
ignonuit of. 

The points assumed by this gentleman in his first lecture 
were ; ^^ That Masons are increasing much faster than 
Masonry; that every Mason should be familiar with the 
landmarks, history, obligations and work of the Order ; 
that every Lodge should be furnished with jewels of legal 
pattern, ample fumitnre, a library, and a comfortable well- 
arranged apartment; tliat the people in the vicinity should 
be enlightened as to the intentions of Masonry, and the 
quaUfications of a candidate, together with the other ezo 
teric instructions laid down in die Book of Oonstitntions, 
the Bible and elsewhere." 

Upon these principles as a bams, he commenced hia 
coone of lectures, public and private, and occupied all 
the evenings of a week. To the public he gave three ad* 
dresses, one on the origin of Masonry (deducing it of 
course, from Mt. Moriah's first temple), the second on the 
history of Masonry, and the last on the present bearings 
of Masonry upon the wnild. To the members, he expati- 
ated vpon the origin, structure, philosophy, and obliga- 
tion of each degree; the mascMiic universal language 
involved in the symbols; the duties of each officer re- 
speotivdy ; the proper answer to antimasonie cavils ; the 
true principles involved in opening, closing, dispersing 
and resuming a Lodge; and ether tepics of which the 
veiy tides na^r noi be named in print. Be devoted many 
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hoiin to the discipline of a Lodge^ giving it as his ex- 
perieace, that moro difScaltics arise in oar Lodges throtBigh 
ign(Mrance upon this subject than any other. 

He thoaght that the Worshipfhl Master, should be so 
familiar with masonic jurisprudence, as to meet any 
question as it arises. So doing, serious misunderstand- 
ings could never occur ; difficulties between brethren would 
be nipped in the bud ; the weeds of prejudice would be 
uprooted as soon as they appeared; and die Lodge would 
be the abode of peacemakers, such as those who have a 
blessing in reserve for them, by their heavenly Master. 

Such a course of lectures could not but give good head- 
way to the young Lodge. The members of Stone-Squaren' 
went forward with vigor. The recital of a comic scene at 
Deacon Mowthphoole's, will keep us posted up as to their 
career. 

It was a warm day, and the old lady had a quilting 
party. All the women of the community were there, thqr 
and their children. The chattering therefore wae in- 
cessant; the brawls of the young ones almost overpowered 
the croup-like notes of the chickens in the yard. The 
subject of debate (among the females, human not gallina- 
ceous), was '^ this pesky masontree business." 

^^ Who'd 'a believed it," bawls Oranny Farian, a cento- 
narian from the mountains of North Oarolina; ^' who'd 'a 
believed I say, that ever Parson Longfellow vhaM a jined 
the Masons. His wife too, so 'posed to it, poor creeter ! 
They say, she let on mighty when his petishin went vcu 
That's no wonder." 

^^ Let on or not," struck in Zelmira Jones, in her shrill 
way ; '^ I seen her only last Saturday was a week, going 
to the Lodge with a whole cahoot of 'em to get some de- 
grees." At this startling announcement the younger 
women snapped their needles in two with agitation. 

Mrs. Mowthphoole screamed ; ^^ Digreez, did you say t 
its a 'lusion; its all a lusion; its nothin' but lusion, I tell 
you. Fee-ee-ee ; giving digresE to women's all a '1 
I tell you. Women can't be aoade Masoni 
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and I know the reason, bnt I aint gwine to tell !'' And - 

reeigning herself to the pipe with an air of determination, 

she locked op this valuable. secret in the casket of her 
breast, and we fear the thing is forever lost. 

^^ I've heern say," resumed Granny Fariau, '^ that if a 
Mason's wife can onlj diskiver the brand before it wears oSy 
the Masons gives in beat, and lets 'em have the digreez." 

^^ They say the Lodge has taken in twenty new members 
a'ready ;" this was from Mrs. Brownlow, a conciliating 
sort of a body, whose brother, Simon Fabs, had lately 
got through, and given her a high opinion of the institn- 
tion ; ^' There's the two linleys, and brother Simon, and 
the Parson, and Arks Whittemore, and Oharley Lane, and 
old man Fish (^ yes,' mnrmnred his dissatisfied wife, who 
was present, ' he'd better tote his ^h to some other 
market), and Durham, and Joabert Smith, and Hottinger 
ttie drcait rider, and Mieah Foesus, and--*-" 

"I don't keer if every fool in the Bend jines '^n," 
jumped in Mrs. Mowihphoole, snappishly, ^- they's an un- 
godly set, and they'll come to no good with their raps and 
their flaps, see if they don't-^ foo oo oo 1" 

Is that enough of^the sort, friend reader. The influx 
of so many applicants enabled the treasurer to make a 
good report of his department. Heeding the last advice 
of Grand. Lecturer Bruce, that Masons pay for light, and 
that masonic fight is best dispersed through the standard 
mediums, the amount of thirty dollars was furnished for 
a good, heavy set of silver jewels, and that fancy fellow 
Talbert sent the old ernes, with the Lodge's compliments, 
to Deac^m Mowthphoole, who threw them into his spring, 
and afterward drank them up in the form of iron rust. 

An appropriation of fifty dollars was likewise made, to 
buy a few standard books, as the commencement of a 
UDrary. This small amount paid fc^ Olivers', BoUin, 
Josephus, some authors upon Moral Philosophy, a large 
Master's carpet, and a doaen manuals ; also the subscrip 
tion to a couple of masonic inagarines. The By-laws 
were next printed, but the proof sheets at the Elgin Gjou- 
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rant OflSoe, being looked over by men not familisr with ^ 
technical language of Masonry, they were so fhll of mia* 
takes, as to be almost useless for practical purposes. 

Time rolled on, and the month came round for Brother 
Moses Worshipful Master, to wend his way, dispensation 
in hand, to the Grand Lodge, there to render an aceount 
of his stewardship. The Secretary's books of Stona* 
Bquarers' Lodge TT. D., were then careftilly inspected, and 
sare a few errors, aU trivial, they were approved by that 
respectable body. The petiti<Mi for a charter was granted, 
and now, No. 91 might exult in her legal existeoee. 
Yerily she did exult ; for she forthwith decreed that bar 
hall should be publicly dedicated, and ^ free barbecue 
given as a token of her happiness. Ten dollars was appro- 
priated for the relief of some orj^an children, left by a man 
named Cowan, who had been one of the warmest anties. 
The Lodge could now afford . to forgive and forget. Toi 
dollars was also forwarded to the Washington Monument 
Association, or some kindred enterprise of tiiat day. de- 
nial hearts always expand und^ the influence of prosperity. 
No materials as yet, but tiie good and true, had been 
worked up into the Lodge. 

The dedication and installation of offioers, were set fbr 
the same occasion. 

Intervening with that, new and handsome stations weve 
set up in the Lodge-room, and a great improvem^it waa 
made upon the general appearance of the house by weather- 
boarding it completely in . This took away the Epench-boB- 
net contrast spoken of in our first chapter. The charter 
was neatly iramed and glaaed, and some better aprcms 
manu&ctured than b^re. A general invitation was pub- 
lished in the Gourant, so that when the day came aromid, 
not lefts dian a thousand people were pi«eent. 

The orator was Colonel NiveMaid, a flanoaa speaker on 
Masonry, whose address before the Grand Lodge, three 
years back, was the best thing ever spoken there. The 
Onmd Chaplain, Bousael, also eame down in the staf^, 
sKpresdj to graee theoeoamon, and as he was an Epjaoe- 
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pftliaa, And of oonree apt at prayer-writing, his prayer was 
well worth publishing. 

We cannot insert Colonel Niveblaid^s oration entire, fbr 
it took two hours to delirer it; bnt we Touch for it. It 
was plumbed, squared, and levied. It gave such satis- 
fhodon, that a copy was procured for publication in the 
Elgin Gourant. 

Unluckily the Courant only had eighty subscribers, and 
the (xration was ^us lost to the world more effectually than 
if he had preserred his oopy. There was one good anec- 
dote in it, however, which we have culled for publica- 
tion: — 

** My father was a captain in the Maryland Levy, during 
the revolution. (Here old Billy Serkses, woke up. Bis 
fiitiier was also a revolutionary captain, but e>n the scarlet 
sids.) My father was ordered, one morning, witii a email 
detachment, to search for provisions for the starving con- 
tinentals. Intelligence had reached the Commissaty Gen- 
eral, liiat a large lot of bacon was stored up at a farmstead, 
some ten miles from Washington's head -quarters, and it was 
to secure this, that he was sent out. He obeyed without 
delay, found the spot with little difficulty, and was happy 
to discover the meat as represented. The pliace was occu- 
pied by a wealthy old Tory, one Oomey Apperson, who, 
having long been suspected of playing double with our 
iblks, the Commissary had given my father a hint to keep a 
good lookout, or the whole intelligence might prove a trap. 
There was not a soul in the place. My father stationed 
his small force as best he could, and commenced cutting 
down the big sides and quarters of meat, with his own 
hands, and loading the horses. But in the very act, the 
whole enterprise failed. The sentinels ran in, hotly pur- 
sued by a large company of tories on horseback, accompa- 
nied by an English officer, and several of them were shot 
down in the race. There was not the remotest chance for 
resistance. The tories outnumbered the patriots ten to 
one. tio, my father quietly surrendered hiti sword, and 
asked for quarter. The tory captain was an infamous 
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eeonDdrel, named Scott, who had been whipped by on 
Boldiers on a former occasion, and branded by the civil 
anthoritiee as a horse-thief; since which, he had pnrsned 
a systematic revenge by murdering the Ocmtineatals when- 
ever he got an opportunity. They laughed at my &ther'8 
demand for good treatment, ordered him bound and strip- 
ped, and setting up a sheaf of bayonets, helped to toss the 
unfortunate prisoner upon the points. 

^^ The first throw he escaped with a thrust through the 
arm ; the second well nigh dispatched him, but as diey 
were preparing his cruel bed for a more certain efiect, my 
&ther caught the eye of the British officer, who seemed to 
wear a look of disgust, and heard him utter an impreca- 
tion at such d— d barbarity. This sight encouraged the 
bleeding prisoner to try a Mascm's sign. No sooner was 
it beheld, than the noble fellow sprang over the fence, 
drew his sword, and placing himself by my father's side, 
swore that he should have quarter, or the two would die 
together I And he had his way, despite the noisy com- 
plaints of the tories. The whole American party was 
safely conducted to camp; and within a few months after- 
ward, my &ther had the double gratification of returning 
home upon parol, and seeing the tory, Scott, swinging 
firom an oak limb, at the hands of the provost-marshal." 

With such valuable and original inddents, this veiy 
excellent address was filled. The too-frequent ingredient 
of such orations was omitted, that is, the Colond did not 
say that all the generals in the revolution, except Am<dd, 
were Masons, for it is not true.* But he did show that 
Masonry differs from all other secret societies, in the ab- 
sence of all solicitations to those without; in die want of 
a door of escape to those within ; in a perfect adaptation 
of its emblems to a common plan, and to each other; in 
the qualifications requisite for membership ; in the unfre- 
quent change of its officers ; in the simplicity of its deoor- 



* Benadiet Arnold iom a FraBmaflon, wldle wrenl of tiw othor AsMri 
can ^eiMiEals w«ra mL 
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atioDB ; (he digDity of its origin ; the grandeur of its uims ; 
its body of illastrious living and dead ; and ita modesty 
of benevolence. 

Altogether, it was the very thing wanted in many another 
Lodge beside Stone-Squarers'. 

In its proper place, tlie following song was introduced at 
a part of llie ceremonies : — 



LIGHT FROM THE EAST.* 

Light from the Eaat, 'tU gilded with hope; 
Star of our faiths thy gloTy is up 1 
Daikness apace, and watchfulneea flee; 
Berth, lend thy joys to natare and me. 

Cftonie. — See, Brothers, see yon dark shadows flee; 
Join in His praise, whoee glories we be I 
Now, let these emblems ages have giyen, 
Speak to the world, blest Savior, of thee 

Lo, we have seen, uplifted on high. 
Star in the East, thy rays from the sky I 
Lo, we have heard, what joy to our ear. 
Gome, ye redeemed, and welcome Him here I 

C^enis. — See, Brothera, see, etc. 

Light to the blind, they've wandered too long; 
Feet to the lame, the weak are made strong; 
Hope to the joyless, freely 'tis given; 
life to the dead, and music to heaven. 

Chorua.^Soe, Brothers, see, etc. 



Praise to the Lord, keep silence no morel 
Ransomed, rejoice from mountain to shorsl 
Streams in the desert, sing as ye stray ! 
Sorrow and sadness, vanish away 1 

OBbrus.— See, Brothers, see yon dark shadows flea; 
Join in His praise, whose glories ws bet 
Now, let these emblems ages have girm. 
Speak to the world, blest Savior, of thee. 
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The whole affair went off handsomely^ with the dight 
exception that the Stewaids had neglected to provide com, 
wine and oil, according to orders, and as there was no 
time for delay, they substituted oats, whisky and melted 
lard. As none but the Masons knew Uie odds, it was not 
of much consequence, only Unde Billy murmured, ^^ 'Tis 
a comfed shame to spill so much good liquor about their 
Mason nonsense." 

The barbecue was the best erer known in the Bend. 
The Lodge had sent all the way to Gen, Antick's, to bor- 
row his nigger Ned, famous at a barbecue, as Bonaparte at 
a battle, and when the thirty-seven fat shotes were lifted 
out of the pit, cooked to a turn, and flavored to a T, a 
general roar of admiration came from the crowd^ in .which 
even the Mowthphooles assisted. 

Grace was asked by Rev. Brother Boussel (threescore 
of the Benders had already begun to gorge), and then 
the thousand set to with sharp teeth and good stomachs. 

The general result of this day's doings, was to implant 
a more favorable opinion of Masonry. As the people re- 
turned home, glad and merry in their hearts, their ideas 
inclined greatly toward the favorable side. Several anties 
were converted. Josephine Sagbut, who had thus fiu* 
held aloof from the ardent Jackson Sokan, because he 
was a Mason, now succumbed, surrendered herself, sonl 
and body to his clutches and ran away to the parson's 
with him, that very hour. Her example was contagious 
throughout the circle of her acquaintance. 

Young Masons of moral character were in demand. 
Old Brother Moses, whose daughter Marietta was the 
desire of many hearts, became perplexed with th^ numer- 
ous applications from young men, to be recommended to 
the Lodge. The green ones hoped, through Masonry, to 
secure some sort of claim to her hand. Even Bull Argot 
put in a petition to the Lodge, and as there were only 
twenty-eight black balls (the whole number present that 
night), his prospects seemed favorable. 

The Lodge adopted the piactioe of spending ooo diyr io 
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ffrarf t^o months, as a Lodge of instamotion. Tins hop! 
them bright as the nnedipaed Son. Snrroundizii; Lodgds 
giot warmth at this hearth, and light at this candle. The 
prospect for a long and harmoniovs caieer, seemed sa 
dear, that few were hardy enoogh to dco j it. 

Bnt now a mttfoitaDe be&U Stooe-Sqnareis', an afliA- 
tkm of a natnie calcalated to lea^e a permanenli marii. 

The good Brother Bronson, most faithful of Ohmttaat; 

noel indefiitigable of ciass-leaden, traest oS Seer^tarie^ 

warmest^hearted of Masons, waa summoned np bjr tfai 

Grand Tyler death, and a hearth, a home, ^ dasi^ a 

Lodge, left suddenly desolate. The eiroiusialaiioes of hiii 

departore were very painAil. One of the yUc women, 

down by the river bank, had di^, leaving a gai^ of 

cffphan childien in horrid deetitution. 8ev«!ial Maewi 

got together in called meeting, and depated Brother Bron* 

son to gather np the dee^rtsd children, and hf^ve tlM9i 

provided for at the Lodge's expense. He fonnd them in ft 

condition mocking all description. Nothis^ deterred 

by this, however, the ^^od man took them to hi^ own 

bonse, had them cleansed and clothed, and by biii wift'f 

eoaseat, incorpcnrated them, with his own family nntil p^- 

manent situations oould be secured. But his xewaird WM 

in another world. The small-pox, which had so^odiow 

been oontracted by the children in their filthy hovel, broke 

ant with violence upcn them, and was oommunieated tQ 

the whole household. It proved fatal to the philanthropy 

fiither whose good act, done to destitute humani^, became 

a paesport to the land of rest. The announcement of hif 

death, aroused the most active sympathy throughout the 

district^ The decease was accounted that of a martyr. 

A SoBBOW LoDGBwas held under no less auspices thaa 

that of the Grand Master himself. At the funeral were 

delegates from sixteen neighboring Lodges. Brother Hint, 

the presidiDig elder, preached the sermon, and pr^adi^ it 

in a style that few could equal; and as the blood of 

marlgrrs was the seed of the ancient church, so the good 

man prayed, might this dispensation prove to Masonry,, w 

11 
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•WBkeDiDg tlie membership to increased zeal, and eanaiiig 
the commtmity to adopt a more farorable jadgment cmi- 
ceming the order. Of the deceased brother, he drew an 
affecting portrait. Aromnd him, he said, there had been 
a dnster of masonic virtaes, yerj beautifal to the mind's 
eye. In him were fonnd dne caution against intemper- 
ance and excess; and a lirelj conrtesy toward eyery 
brother, however lowly in station ; and a deathless fidelity; 
a proper eoltiyation of the social rirtaes ; and a warm 
desire to extend the Boyal art; and a knowledge to 
manage it with skill ; and a desire to impress its dignity 
and importance npon the world. 

In the Lodge Bible, the gift of the enterprising lady 
referred to in the first chapter, was entered the name of Bro. 
Boxton, with the full preamble and resolutions passed by 
his Lodge, under the head of Deaths. A neat monu- 
ment was ihea erected above his cherished remains. 
TUs, which was done at the indiTidual expense of the 
brothers, bore his &vorite symbols, the Urn, the Sprig, 
and the Open Book ; and there with his feet to the East, 
awaiting the resurrection,* he sweetly rests. At the 
instance of Brother Houghton, one quarter of an acre 
around him was fenced in, and entitled ^^The Masonic 
Cemetery." 

It was the parting desire, the last fond wish of the de- 
ceased Secretary, that the Lodge should establish a school 
under its auspices. He left a legacy of two hundred 
dollars as a nudeus for a school fnnd. This legacy was 
accepted, and the Lodge fraternally set to work to folfill 
his wishes. The Brothers Bell, harmonious in this, as in 
all oliier things, were mftde school trustees on behalf of 
the Order. They hired a teacher, furnished a room, 
secured scholars, and the thing was at once accom- 
plished. 

A Sabbath school agent called in opportunely just then, 
and persuaded the craft to add a Sabbath school to their 

* dne of the charaetera in the noyel of Guy Mannering, hy Brother 
Wiltar Seott, mlStfi to this old mMonie pnetieo, of boiTing fid fe fftc JM 



jdns. The effect of thie was brilliant in pnttii^ down 
Sabbath-broaking among fiie children. Henceforth, the 
catfish mnltrplied in the river. The mnscadines swang 
ontonched from the vines. The very negroes wonld spend 
their Sunday mornings listening to tixe school ezerdses, to 
the neglect of bnll-pen, and marbles. A new leverage of 
morality was thns established in the Bend. 

Many of the technical phrases of the Order were ad<^ted 
Into general use, snch as ^^ acting npon the square,'' (though 
it must be admitted, that the toorda were better nnderstood 
flMaithepraotiee\ '^govern yourselves accordingly," ^'high 
twelve," "(^11 off," etc.* 

As yet there had not been a single application for a de* 
mit, save in a case or two of removal. In &ct, the idea had 
been so thoroughly indoctrinated by Brother Bruce, that 
there is no provision made in the ancient constitution for 
more than two causes of demitting, (removal, and organ- 
izing a new Lodge), that when Eben Barney applied fbr 
one on the score of unwillingness to pay Lodge dues any 
longer, the Lodge reiused it. Barney appealed, but ihb 
venerable mother Grand Lodge confirmed the decision. 

A pretty thing was early adopted in Stonef-Squarers' 
Lodge, worthy of general imitation. In a gilt frame over 
the J. W.'s seat, was suspended a list of the wise, the 
good and the great, who, in their respective day, had been 
initiates of our Order. At the top stood, by rights, George 
Washington ; at the bottom their own well-beloved Brother 
Bronson, the martyr of benevolence. Around the scroll, 
were King Solomon, King Hiram, the Widow's Son, Zer- 
ubbabel, Haggai, Jeshua, Pythagoras, and the Saints John. 
In handsome ranks stood Franklin, Clinton, Warren, Put- 
nam, Livingston, Lafayette, Marshall, Marquis Hastings, 
Jackson, Bums, Bugald Stewart, Locke, David the Sweet 
Singer of Israel, Daniel the Seer, De Molay the Martyr, 
Anderson, Ashmole, Walter Scott, Desaguilers, Wolsey, 

* Lamb, in his Essay by Elia, has the first named phrase: a proclama- 
tion to prorogue the Canadian parliament, by Sir Alexander Banverman, 
Ek, Ifaj 31, 1899, has the phrase, "ftad gotani younaivea MtftftOingljr* 
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Binttparte, Nelsoii, Hogg, Sir John Moor^, Ool. Juo. On 
^«a, Hooke, Sidney Smith, Talma, Cambaoeres,, TaUey'^ 
fttid^ George HI., and Oeetge IV., Dodd, and maay 

This catalogue was a perpetual rettiembranoer to the 
BMbers, to emulate t^e tirtae, intelligeiiee, or usefnlnese, 
of these departed worthies. 

We will not uaneoessarily draw out the thread of Staie- 
Sf maMrs' hist(»y. The life of every Lodge has its vicissi*' 
tades) but, for many years, this one seemed proof against 
4iMige. While it might be said that ''men^ and trudi 
were met together" in their quiet dwelling, above Swip* 
sc|y's chape), surely the remainder of the quotation api^ed 
to them also, inasomch as ^'righteousness and peaoe kisasd 
eaeh other." 

Stone-Squaiers' Lodge, No. 91, prospered beyond pre 
cedent. The excellent oommencement given them by the 
Qrand Leeturer, and the tenacity with which the member- 
ship retained their first love, and the form of sound words 
given tbem, enabled them, during the lifetime of Brother 
Moses, and the or^pnal members, to resist every attempt 
at innovation, and every inclination to decay. Had not 
another race risen up, who '^ knew not Joseph," it had not 
^ee^ our unpleasant lot to indite a chapter conceming its 
deam. It prospered, we repeat, beyond precedent. The 
Deputy -Grand Master, paying his official visit, reported, 
''The work in all the degrees, is well understood by all 
the members ;" and the same was entered on the Grand 
Lodge records, as worthy of preservation. The influences 
of the Order fulfilled the worst prophesies, o( Deacon 
Mowthphoole, in our opening pages. Portable Pigpen, 
Esq., Justice of the Peace, etc., quit drinking, and took 
to tobacco. 

The old fatalist church sta^ered under its influence. 
Bull Argot, after being twice more blacked, sold out his 
grocery, and vamosed ; we are happy to add, he is now 
in the trace-train business, at the seat of government. 
The abandoned women • (jauntily s^led pyprians), ezpe- 



rkttced tlia foil rigor of the Uw, Md were oomptllQcl to 
toava the tmuily. Thej wont to California, loacriad 
respectable di^y^ero, aad did well-. 

Other schoolB grew out of that which th^ Masons h^A 
started, as tiie strawberrj plant seodfl forfli many cr^qpsfi. 
Other 8abbath-«cboolB were institated ia thf Bood* J&vmf 
deoominatioii known in that district, got op a revivali uA 
etgaaised a oongre^iiMm there. CAock-peddlers caiM m^ 
and set Sfverj log oabdn to tieking on the brass prinqifl^^ 
JEVopertf doid>led in valQe. A plank-road from Elgin (a 
Tanner's landing, was bidlt* Howthphoole's 4ietilimf 
^tehid a-^&ie (so he dMmn^j one night, and all Iml 
nine red-iieais, wa« bappilj bnmt. Ooonterpaaes begpMi 
to take^liie flaoa of quilts, and store track of boBia-ma4a« 
As ooons got scarce, and the ▼enison range thinned Wki 
people tsmed thehr attention to itsspectable labor, and t|Mis 
domastie improvements began. The b^ cradks were atof^ 
ped, gates were eiAatituted for sHp^gaps,^ wdls for wilr ^ 
weathar springs, Mfifee lor bnttennilk, and wyiter, fiar 
whisky. Formerly, no man eoidd gfti its la0» roUsdi m 
help fiir raising, nnless a jag of whisky was 6iraisb^( 
now, the fihshion changed, fbr the jSons of leQafesun^ 
Stated ft DiirisieB, whiah, with 4t«» cryptogis^iioTis vigcy^ 
sirslled wnd abs(»t>ed, until H groaned with * hnndis^d 
members. The coonty which had fonMfly sent ^even m 
more annnal delegates to the penitentiary, ceased to snpply 
that industrial establishment with laborers. Briefly, the 
Bend became an exponent of Freemasonry^ rightly pra&' 

ticed. 

Bnt, the reader must not suppose that antimasonry was 
dead, or that its fangs were extracted. The serpent only 
slept. Every black-baHed applicant became an anti, ready 
to act when properly called out. The old set of fatalists 
conld no more help being anties, than they conld help lov- 
ing stimulants. The same fomr jdasses of opponents found 
around every Lodge, existed here; the four, well named, 
from the apocryphal book of Bamch, BatSy SuhMows^ 
Birds^ and (hte. The Bate are neither bird nor beasti 



bat hare the evil qnfttities of both. Thej elauder Ma* 
mmrj behind ito back, and slander antimasoniy behind 
its back. Neither party ovms them, bnt thoee who lore 
darkness best^ get the most good of them; so, they are 
termed B(U9. Then the SwcMowa; tiiey skim throng^ 
flie air, watching for, and picking np the motes, the flies, 
and the flnff of tibe Order. These have mierosoopic oigans, 
and can detect all the lapses of Masonry, bnt fiiU to see its 
Tirtaes, though as big as a door, and tall aa a tobacco 
bam. The carrion Birds come next. These are they 
whose appetites are so ghonl-like, and stomachs so capa^ 
tf ous for garbage, that it well nigh tnms a decent man to 
think of them. As there are many people who will eza;;- 
gerate a crim. oon. case, in conversation, beeanse they loye 
to think and talk of sensuous matters; so do these Birds 
sdtaggerate every case of masonic defects, and make tbem 
of the sixe and flavor they so dearly relish. Deacon M. 
was the file leader of this class. Last of all, we note the 
Chts. The idea is, that of a thing with predatcnry habits, 
and a prowling nature, indulging in practices unmention- 
able to ears polite. There was a liberal representation 
of antimasonic Oats in the Bend ; and it will be found, by 
those who have the patience to peruse our third part, Aat 
the combined forces of all these, had powerful weight in 
the eventual downfUl of Btone-Squaorero' Lodge. 
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DUTIES OF THS O&AFF.* 

* V» alllMd fofleor to tti« dlitrMMd, to diTida our braad wtth iSbm ladaiMBaf 
Ml Am miiKVliad mveler la tlM wfty, an dvtiei <ir «lw orall, iollikli to m 
pa of Ml iiHMDaM.''^A]ramt OtjmtBvtwn. 



Come, and let vm seek the stnyini^ 

Lead him to the ahepherd back; 
Gome, the trayeler'a feet betraTing, 

Ghiide him from the da&gerooa tni6k» 
dome, a solemn voice reminds 
Oome, a mystic fetto* binds 

Maaons, here yoor dotiea lie— 
Hark the poor and needy oiy. 

• 

OomOi and help the worthy poor— 
Bndk to him the needed bieadr-> 
LoDftr he cannot endure— 

Ooma, era famine mark him dead: 
Bonntiea rich to as supplying. 
To the poor are oft denying; 

Masons, here yonr dntiea lie- 
Hark the poor and nee^y Ciy. 

Oome, where sorrow has its dweUing* 

Oomfort bring to sools distnaaed; 
To the fijendless monmar te]]iiig» 

Of the Bock that ofkn rest 
What would life be but for heaTa&T 
Oome to US this message given^ 
Masons, here your dotiea Ue— 
Haik the poor and needy eiy. 

Band of Brothere, erery nation 

Hails your bright and orient li^il t 
Itrrent, aealous, fine, your station 
Oalla for deeds of noblest mighil 
Seek— the world is full of sorrow^— 
Act— your life will end to-morrow,— 
Masons, here your duties lie- 
Hark the poor and needy eiy. 

•Aia,"amtiytlbrMi^tkiMMgaJr." Miaomo 2iiBioi» JRk 11 i^te 
Anthor.— OoBtinned. 
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THS DSATH. 

«bUk4Mbttwtth «BUBptt«diiiflrtHe,ttia»tt*«a AIL tfttsiril 
bttf* lort hit MTor, whenwlth ihaU it be MUtedr It It llMUMteib fooA te aotbii^ 
bAttobeoMtoatand to batzoddwnadArfiMtof] 



Mjjbokbt has wonderful powers of self-healing. Her 
flesh is all sound. Her vital enrrsnt is pare. Her habits 
temperate from ;fotiih ; faer constitution is flrmly toned and 
regular in maturity. Thus it happeiis, that the deepest 
gash, the darkest bruise, the most ragged thrust, heal oyer 
so soon and so surely. They may leave a scar, but they 
leave no permanent effects, much less do they disable. 
But these remarks only relate to that sort of Freemasonry 
which is of the heart, and not of merefonH* The oonmion 
term, ^'making Masons,'' (Robert Bonks «ses it in one of 
his letters), conveys a sentiment that Is not strictly ma- 
sonic. Ood makes ike Maacinf the Lodge only pronounces 
him free and accepted ; Jrse to her privileges, aocqpUd to 
her breast. It has been said that, a poet is not made, but 
bom one. We ^ not that a man is bom a Mason, but 
we ajBSrm that th^ real apecnlative work of Masonry, to 
which all our embleins, implements, etc., point, is a ttiing 
between the Mason and his Ood, and not of the Lodge. 
Of what avail, then, it may be asked, is the masonic sys- 
tem, and where the >ad«aiitBges purchased at the cost of so 
much time and money t In this, oh, critic 1 that Maaonry 
indorses the man^ and makes him cmTent*; Masonry puts 
him into congenial society;^ where his affinities are avail- 
able, and his light may ahine t6 advantage ; Masonry re- 
moves him from the grosser, lower stractttre of humanity, 
where the cowans are and the had spirits, and the rejected 
ashlars and the impflffliDOt troaks, to a higher, rarer, purer 
ether, where (so fjEur as human caution may go in selecting 
lM^gbo4,i flifid pvi^ftg {Kit the bad), he wiU fi^^ 
his equals ; Masonry makes him happier by humanity, 
and makes humanity happier b^ him. 



Waaimob powers of self-healiiag bus Haaonry^ whtt in 
the hearts of such man. Time wean out his gnawii^ 
teeth isx rain on atieh. CSiaaige leaves it for objects mora 
available. Death acknowledges himself ooaqnered faoie, 
esoept so &r as tiie flesh is iixterested, and he anfiero from 
gloomy donbts as to fhe Anal destination of that. Oh, th«l 
mst goldien circle indosed no spirits, save dioee of Mascsai 
frepamlfint in hem4J 

Ye*, with all the vitality of Masoniy, thote are ^sanaea 
whv^, ahhongfa they cannot destroy it, will retard its 
cMrse, and temporatily dog its *aseM&ess. It will existr^ 
it $s a principle, and dieath has no power over a prindpl^— 
but lik!e Ohristianity, daring the long Middle Ages, it will 
only live in secret. Its fires will lie hidden in eaves. lis 
idtars will be rearal in secret plafces. Its aokmn words 
will resonnd tiirongh the de|>ths of solitude. 

We aire atx>irt to record the sad tale of « Lodge's death, 
it is no new stoiy ; thonsamds will recognize its principal 
fcatnree in their own hard eitperienoe. It is no romance; 
hundreds of working Lodges, onoe 1^ most brilliant, the 
most active, the most pnre, the most benevolent, tiie most 
harmoniotB, have passed thto«gfa similar disasteni, asd 
met a edmilar Ihte. Oh, may the Uuing h^ it deeply to 
heart I 

The beginning of evil, said the wnest of Masons, is like 
the letting ont of water — the bei^mi'mg of «vil at IStona 
Sqnarers' Lodge, No. 91, was ff^inff m debt* Sow it 
happened, nobody can reedlect. All was going on well. 
The gavel sound was regnlar ; it was perfectiiy recognized ; 
it was promptly obeyed. Peace and harmony prevftLled. 
The old hall ws» good enough-; it was cent^ral; It looked 
well enongh ednce the new dapboarding was put on ; it 
was capadons ; it had become endeared to many as fhdr 
home, eweet home ; yet, after a f&w years, when prosper* 
ify had somewhat enervated Aie 'Order in the Bend, « pro- 

• There is a denomitistioii of t^risiiflBSthiit iirill not tledtoite m dhttreh 



] 



podtion was made by Bomebody, to build a new one! 
Who. originated the thought cannot be tdd. All the old 
members r^ndiate its parentage, and as they amdonaly 
opposed it fiom the^start, the fetult mnst not be laid aft 
their doors. ^' A man of wicked deuces God will c(m* 
damn." We do not yentore to sa^ that the motiye here 
was a wicked one ; bat it is singular that no one wonld 
father the project. Perhaps Brother Moran, if not the 
progenitor, may be styled the earliest patron of i^ for he 
xode orer the highest hills, and through the lowest vaUeys, 
and all oyer, the B^id, and across the riyer, {for Stone- 
Sqnarers' now had seyend members on the other side), and 
exerted all his influence as an indiyidual Mason, to aocom* 
plish the scheme. 

We doubt whether such a course is masonic. We ques- 
tion whether any brother has a right thus to prejudice the 
minds of the craft, out of the Lodge^room, either for or 
against a proposition. The open Lodge is the place to 
which a candid, well-meaning brother, should come to 
giye his opinions, display his trestle-board, and answer the 
objections, if any there be. This log-rolling and pseudo- 
frankness in the fence-comers, may serye in corrupt politi- 
cal-partisanship, but Masonry actmowledges it not. 

At an October meeting, the day being stormy and cold, 
and the attendance scanty, the plan was first openly 
broadied. A committee, of which Brother Moran was 
ehaiiman, made their report at the next stated meeting, 
in fayor of building a. new house. 

The yote, howeyer, was postponed, owing to the strenu* 
ous opposition of the three Bells, and Brother Moses, the 
Pastmaster, who loudly declaimed against the injustioe 
of such a course. Some cool w<Mrds passed, (so different 
firom anything eyer before heard within those walls, that 
the portrait of Brother Bronson started aghast with sur- 
prise), and bad feelings took root that hour, which were 
neyer eradicated. 

There was a full attendance at the December meeting, 
and A serious stvogi^. T!h» debate was unmasonically 
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irann. Eyery one of the original members braced him- 
sdf up against the project. There were present no less 
than fifty-one of those who had reoeiyed tibie degrees m 
Btone-Sqoarers'— and, as these were, for the most part, 
ondecided concerning the matter, they afforded an ample 
field for persuasion. A most ill-layored omen had met 
flie eyes of the brethren as they rode np--old DeaooB 
Mow^phoole sitting on the horse-Uoek, and looking 
happy as a bridegroom! Ooold the old ynltore haya 
scented the carrion thus afar off I 

The argnments of Brother Moxan and his party were^ 
that Stone-Sqnarers' Lodge was now so popular that it 
was due to hersdif and the order, to treat herself to a good 
house; that by laying out the fimds in hand, and incur- 
ring a debt of only about one thousand dollars, a magnifi- 
cent edifice could be erected, sufficiently large for a store- 
house, and offices below, superior to any other in the 
country ; that this enterprise would still further increase 
the popularity of the Lodge in the Bend, and probably by 
meane of fees firom new members, the whole amount could 
be raised in three years. Beference was made to the large 
memberships of the Sons of Temperance, and of the Odd- 
fdlowB, who^ by this time, had established Uiemselyes in 
the yidnity ; and comparisons, depredatory to Masonry, 
were made upon this head. 

In reply it was contended by ttie old members, that their 
present hall was c(»nlbrtable, sizeable, and best of all, 
paid for ; that there was no other building spot within 
two miles, and should the Lodge be remoyed so far as two 
miles, it would occasion mudi inconyenience to the mem- 
bers ; that going in debt was usually &tal to charitable 
institcttions eyerywhere ; and finally, (bat the present 
sch^ne had its origin in an uneasy desire for noydty, and 
not in Hbe genuine spirit of Masonry. 

So Hie debate flm high until long past midnight. Warm 
w<nrds were uttered, yerging closdy upon personalities, 
despite the WorshipM Master's cautious care. The yr^e 
w» tiikeii-4t exhibited a mogoritgr of twahre, to build a 



mm btU« After a Bflence of a f«w miimtei a xesobitiM 
in regard to place and plan came up, and excited still 
varmer feelings : wlien the majority decided to accept a 
gpot on tbe plank road, three miles sonth of Swipaey^a 
diapel, and to appropriate sixteea hnndred dollars to the 
building (an ezpenditore which would involve the Lodge 
more than one thoosand doUais in debt, a (4ace fiur firom 
bejng central or appri^xriate). Old Mowthj^oole, aitfzog as 
he -was on the horse-block, and a litde hard of hearing into 
the bargain, distinctly heard the Todferoos demand of more 
than one of the brethren, for an immediate demits 

The hall of eonrse was erected, and in speedy time, for 
flie nnholy apirit which originated the |»roject is a ^oorkinff 
ipirit. U was a beantifol edifice, beyond doubt, and 
worthy tbe craft, bnt at its dedication there was no ^^ CM 
speed you ;'' no delegations from abroad ; no presage of 
prosperity ; its beams were disunion, its foundation nnfira* 
temal discords, its capstone disorder. Mowthphoole, aa 
he retnmed home dnmk from the ceremony, imparted 
this prophetic secret to his yenerablewife; ^'thebeer'a 
a*working, old woman — the thing will mn 'bout right^ jias 
as I told yon ;'' oompariaons drawn between the callii^ 
of a distiller and an antimasoOi whidi portended small 
good to the Order. 

A permanent debt was henceforth entailed on the Lodgo^ 
the &Bt coaaeqiience of which, mm a slackening in the 
mode of inrestigating the chaaractar of api^cants. laigs 
eocpeotations had been predicated npon the fees of new 
membem to liqnidaite the debt, and for the first time in tbe 
history of Stone4)qnarer8' Lodge, No. 81, these fees wem 
flttde « paramount object. 

The blocks soon began to come in from the quarry, 
neither hewn, squared, nor numbered, in a masoDic eenee. 
Bough ashlars were inartiatically laid in the wall, the 
Master-Masons endeavoring, bj tiieir trowels, to emooth 
ofw the imperfections of sha^ie, and want of polish, bf 
means of maeh mortar. Instead cf weU-eoDeeeled join- 
ings, M etesa timt tha egra Mdd nofede toflt the»; instead 
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of a general sarfaee of wall, that Bhcmid seem more like 
tlie handiworkmanship of Ood than man, large cracks 
mxe left, bo glaring and unsdentific, that even the abmi* 
dance of mortar could not hide them. This showed a 
want of affinity among the members, and that the appli- 
oants were not in a state of heart-preparation so esscali- 
aUj necessary in specnlatiye Masonry. 

Hctetolbre, Stone^narers' Lodge had held a proud pre- 
tminenoe in the Grand Lodge, for pmetudity in sendiag 
up ammal dnes ; now for the first time and to the keoi 
mortification of the Bro. Moses, the rqireBentaliTe, a 
petiticm went np instead of money, hnmbly asking a I6> 
miMion on the score of a oosHy bnilding, and a beary 
debt. Of ooorse the venerable nkother granted the request^ 
bttft the financial character of Stone-sqnavers' was forerei 
lost. 

Death now stepped in, as deatfi will, when least wanted, 
and weakensd the arms of the Lodge. He called' Bro&er 
Moaee from labor to relfreshment, snd the fidthftd brother 
obedieiitty arose. He called two of the Bells, leaving tiie 
third broken-hearted that he conld not follow, and they 
too cheeifnlly left the qnarries, and marched np to the 
Grand Overseer to render in Aeir acoonnts. 

He called the faitliM carpoiter, and the fiuthfol carpeit- 
ter dropped the tools which his sinewy arms had wielded 
so long and so well, and j<»ned the shadowy host, who 
approach the Grand Orient where there is more light. 

In the Lodge Bible, the column of Deaths began to ex* 
hibit a painfid array. The decease of Brodier Bozton^ 
leeocded in the second chapter, had only bonnd the order 
together, bnt now there was a real hiatns which conld not 
be fiUed. The loose methods of bnsiness, lawful in the 
odier secret societiee around tk^n, the fiu^ile ins and the 
easy ouis^ were working evil to Masonry in the Bend, and 
tiiou^ the Older every month grew larger, it every month 
grew weaker. ^^ Oases of emergency," as they are &ce- 
tiously styled, cases in which the applicant about to travel, 
impatiently desires the tiiree degvees in a single month, 
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began to thicken, and now it was bnt rare that any appli* 
cant was more than two months going through . ^^ Sait- 
able proficiency," a subject on which the Grand Lectorer 
had so well instructed them, was construed to mean a 
private cKamination, by some good-natured broths who 
would easily youch to the Lodge that the candidate was 
apt. 

Will the reader be surprised now to kam, ocHisidering 
that this masonic traiple had got so mudi unmasonic 
material in it, that a quarrel, an unbrotherly fracas, 
happened between two of ^e members, a quarrel, in which 
horrid words passed on both sides, in which, oh that our 
hand should record it, blows, cruel blows, such as felled 
the gentle Abel to the earth, were interchanged. 

A Lodge of inquiry met promptly to investigate the case. 
All the older members in whom remained the spirit of the 
craft, suggested the application of the rigid law k> both 
(for blows between Masons came next to the unpardonable 
sin), but the majority refused to discipline the members, 
beyond a mere reprimand. This drove the patriarchs 
from the Lodge, for they declared, they could now hear the 
cracking of the temple-walls preparatory to its fidl. 

There began now to circulate, instead of the legiti* 
mate masonic c(nn, slanders, bickerings and scandals. 
To save any sensitiveness of conscience, that might be 
lelt among the members on this subject, a change was 
made in the form of engagement, concerning evil-speaking; 
so that what was originally a strongly worded injunction 
against slander, was softened into a weak, ambiguous 
clause, which, if it meant anything, left doors of escape 
large and numerous as the gates of Thebes. 

The heavy debt hanging over the Lodge, dried up all 
the channels of charity. We are not certain but that this 
was the worst of all. An appeal from the brethren of 
a neighboring town, destroyed by a tornado, was re- 
jected on this account; the three widows, whose meri- 
torions labors with their needles, had been aided by 
the Lodge to support and educate their children, drew a 
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more from that Bouroe. The school, the dying bequest of 
Brother Bronson, was permitted to cease its operations, 
and the well-informed instractor to leare the Bend, and 
seek elsewhere for employment. 

And now that the morality of Masonry had degene^ 
rated, the code of by-laws mnst be altered to correspond. 
There was a general complaint against the old ones, 
especially against that clanse, which denonnced blasphemy 
and intemperance, nnder severe penalties. It was as- 
serted, that there were many worthy Masons (!) who 
practiced these things to some extent, and that as the by- 
laws conld not be put in force, therefore they shonld be 
modified; also, that many persons who wonld make 
yalnable Masons (}) were restrained from petitioning the 
Lodge, on account of these stringent by-laws. There was 
salt enough among a few to oppose these sentiments in the 
tme spirit, bnt the majority sustained them, and a oom- 
mitte appointed to reyise the by-laws, left the obnozions 
clanses ont. 

Oh how the anties langhed when they heard this. The 
old deacon rebuilt his distillery at once, and at the raising 
of it, was largely assisted by Masons' hands. It was 
rumored the next week, that several who got drunk on 
that occasion, wore the hrand^ but the boys couldn't find 
it, though they aewrched faithfully. 

When Elder Flint heard this, he sent the Lodge a 
written discourse from the text, ^^Fear and a snare is 
come upon you, desolation and destruction ;" but the 
Lodge refused to hear it read, and it was hove oy^ 
among the rubbish. When Orand Lecturer Bruce heard 
of it, he wrote them a long letter, which they could not 
refuse to read, in which he quoted liberally from the first 
great light of Masonry, in such passages as these: ^^ The 
work of a man, God will render unto him, and cause every 
man to find according to his ways." ^^ Shall he that 
hateth right, govern t" " I will pay thee my vows, oh God, 
which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken." 

The erection ^f the distillery, or rather tiie deterioratlaii 
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of paUic moralfl in which it had its origin, led to the 
eetablishment c^ a grogshop on the plank road, under the 
rery noee of the Lodge-ro(»n. The Sunday school was of 
course discontinned, and the children resomed their Sab* 
bath-breaking, their fishing, and their romping unchecked. 

There was yet one good masonic feeling in the Bend, 
worthy of notioe. Most of the wives and dau^ters of 
the Masons, had shown their fixed regard for the Order in 
its pnrer days, and their appreciation <^ its merits, bj 
oonsenting to receive the yarioos androgynous degreee in 
vogue among them, and they had met statedly, once a 
quarter, in ti^e Lodge-room, for instruction on this subject. 
But now that men were made Mascms, with whom they 
could not associate out qf the Zodgs^ they one and all 
took a stand (was it not a noble one, confess it brother 
Masons t) against it. They refused to meet in the Lodge* 
room any more. They refosed to acknowledge the sins 
and token of recognition. They returned Aeir medals, 
destroyed their regalia, and abandoned &iU)h Masonry 
forever. All honor to female purity fi»r Ae act ! 

With this, also fell through the regular Lodge of in- 
structlon, which had been sustained for several years. 

The necessity of raising money to pay interest on the 
amount of debt, and to meet instalments of the principal, 
was now the most urgent one in the minds of the firater^ 
sity. It led to many other evils than those referred to. 
The Lodge, dropping the oldfiEkshioned system, part by part, 
began to confer degrees on a credit, in cases whare the 
ai^licants had not funds convenient, and soon it was 
understood, that if no other objection appeared agaiaat 
petitioners, the want of cash in hand would be overiodced. 
Promissory notes were taken for fees. These being in- 
dorsed by the Lodge, were sold at a discount to the Lodge 
creditors. Some of them came back unpaid, whidi led to 
bickerings, trials, and in one instance, to expulsion. 

By this time, the Division of Sons of Temperance, had 
died out. The Oddfellows, too, had discov^ed that Ae 
Bend was not the fidd ibr tfaeir plow; and the ohartars of 
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Uiese two organizatioiis being stirreTidered, fhdr memt>ers^ 
who had got a slight taste of secret societies, came one ahd 
all, claimicg to be made Masons. Very few of them werd 
tefiised. The absurd plea, that any good Oddfellow, tjit 
good Son of Temperance, is good enough for Masonry, 
was admitted ; and by their accession, a large part of t^ 
ctnshing debt was liquidated. 

It has been said, that the immense national debt of QVUlk 
Britain, binds her het^*ogeneous materials into one mM^ 
as the heavy rider, on onr irestem fences, holds th€f inMk 
fifmly down ; but this eannOt be said of masonic debts. 
Possibly, file remainder might have been paid off hft i 
yeaf or two, but unfortunately, Brother Watch, the Ti^eA» 
surer, died, leaving his aocounta in such umhasoni^ ctti* 
fasion, and his estate so insolvent, that the fraternity could 
never reclaim a dollar of their funds, in hand at thd time 
of his death. 

As an instance of the loss of Lodge-pride, since the 4iM 
year of its organization, Brother Robinson, who went fo 
the Grand Lodge as represeiiitalive, and advanced his cdt- 
penses out of his own pocket, could never ^t the amount 
refunded! He entered suit agiainst the( Lod^, ind #ai 
expelled for it! 

About this time, there came through the Bend a le^tufe^ 
from a distant State, a young, finicid genius, whoj having 
somewhere picked up a few hundred question!^ and an- 
swers, snarled up like a hank of silk at that, cai^ ii!rio ^ 
Bend, and offered his services to lecture. They *eW 
greedily accepted. His superficial views Were so eig^ly 
received, that serious changes, serious enough at lea^ t^ 
call for the attention of the OraM Lodge, were mMe Iti 
the work. The ancient landmaA» were shamefrilly disre^ 
garded . Additions — distortions — omissions — hoW painftd 
to see such unmethodic markd on the old Trestle-board. 
rhe modem orders of architecture were introduced to ftie 
weakening and disflgorement of the whole temple. fJh^ 
for a Solomon, to drive all sueh unau&orifled Master 

from the hilir 
Vi 
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The memberships had now become so namerous, that 
even had the original by-laws been continued, it was per- 
iiaps impracticable to govern them with true masonic dis- 
eii/iine. There were many whom the Worshipfiil Master 
fid not know by sight. More than one hmidred Masons, 
/Kxmd by insufficient by-laws, goremed by timid officers — 
what result other than disaster, could be anticipated. In* 
•taniM may possibly be found, where as large a number 
have lived together for awhile in peace, but the cases are 
too rare to justify the ecq)eriment and the risk of failure. 

The very prosperify of the Bend, with its plank-road 
and other improvements, by making many of the older 
Masons wealthy, drew their attention from Masonry. 
Strange ingratitude I how unworthy of the Order I 

In our second chapter, we pointed to an instance in 
which the Lodge refused to let a memb^ demit xmless 
he was preparing to remove. This is, doubtless, the an- 
oie&t mode; but it was long lost in Stone-Squarers' Lodge, 
No. 91. Since the liabilities incurred for the building, 
the annual dues were necessarily raised in amount, and 
this afforded an excuse for more than a score of the mem- 
bers to demit. At festival occasions, and at funerals, they 
were out ; and they anticipated masonic honors over their 
own remains; bat Masonry henceforward, got nothing out 
of them. 

Oh, that thia painful death scene of a Lodge, were overt 
Our pen moves unwillingly as it thus records the shadows 
ef Freemasonry. 

If it be a subject of distress to survey the ruins of pal 
aoes and cities, the piles, shapeless and black, left by the 
destructive conflagration; if the sight of a battle-fidd, 
heaped with the dead, and quivering with the dying, and 
scarlet with the gore, be terrible to human sensibilities, 
what, when we behold moral desolation I what, when we 
stand by the wreck of moral enterprise 1 what, when we 
gaaie upon the body and the blood of moral death ! 

Sudh were our feelings a twelvemonth back, when we 
crossed the river into the B^id, and through it, op the 
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hills, toward Elgin. At the hospitable mansion of Bralher 

N , one of the last members of Btone-Sqnarers' Lodge^ 

No. 91) we received that fraternal attention that never 
Slunts by use. From his own month we gathered the 
closing events in the career of the ill-fated Lodge, 

Bemarking, that all the moral interests of the Bqnd had 
retrc^aded, he informed me that five places, in which 
strong drink was retailed, were now to be fonnd along the 
plank-road ; that the varions Evimgelioal dea<Hninati;oDii; 
barely sustained their organisation ; and that another dia- 
tillery had been started near Mowthphoole's. He said the 
antimasons shonted over the destraction (tf the temple, and 
snng di^erel songs oonceming its fate. He said, with a 
sigh, that the old &tali8t chnrch was daily rising in import* 
snce, and that Deacon M. had given np whisky-making to 
his sons, and taken to preaching, his text for all aoris of 
sermons being, the evils of Maeontree. 

The immediate downfall of the Lodge was thns stated r 

A difficulty had occurred about the election of officers-** 
so serious in its nature as to attract the attention of the 
Grand Lodge. That body appointed a committee <€ three 
to settle it. Of this committee, Brother Bruce, Grand 
Lecturer, was chairman. The affair seemed to be in a fieur 
way of adjustment, for the committee had taken teetimoiiy 
bodi in and out of the Lodge, and had finally decided^ thit 
tlie parties should compromise the quarrel, and resume 
masonic friendship regardless of the past. 

The injured party, an old Mason, declared that he un 
derstood it to be a masonic duty to submit to the Lodge, 
so he walked clear across the room, and offered his hand, 
with the kindest feeling, to the offending brother. Would 
you think it? can you believe it of a Mason? The other 
party, one of the new batch, one who knew nothing more 
binding in Masonry, than in those societies where men 
receive privileges, but yield none, utterly refused the hand, 
(the symbol of fidelity, in all ages recognized and acknow- 
ledged), and declared the compromise unsatisfactory 1 The 
adjustment was not pursued farther. The committee re- 
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toEMd home in disgnat. The Grand Leeturep, teportiBg 
to Ike Qmad IxKlge, Bald there was no remedy for Stone 
fiqnarers' Lodge, No. dl, &ii^ death ; that it was an incur* 
able oonsnmption, and the patient mnst speedily ainlr 
nnder it. 

Els prediction was soon fblfilled. 

For several months, a qnorom would aot ait to oigaaiaa 
Ilia l49dge. At last, a few eame by eemmon oonsent, soU 
tlM hoQse to the oreditoia, sold the jewels and roigalia, di* 
laied the lifarary ant by lot among the mevKiberSy wd 
Mbbad to letoni no moi^ 

That Taiy night the boilding oanght fire, and when th/s 
sm arose, (that gmat luminary, whose lile-giTing, aa4 
lightlying rays had been so misrepresented tb^^e), he 
beheld bat a heap of ooals and ashes, where odm stood 
Ihe boast and pride of the Order. 

Bo perished Stone- Sqnarevs' Lodge, No* dl, an instita- 
tbai organized for nsefiilness to man^ and honor to Qod 
It will be a generation before Masonry ean again rear its 
head in that quarter. In the meantime, all the interesti 
of religi<»i, morality, education and progress, are ne^leeted. 
Who is responsible for thisl To whose charge will insf 
ligion, Tice, ignorance, and lethargy, be laid in the final 
IjsMlenientl Qod knowelii. May he be yeiy marcifiil to 
thasDoaof men 
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THE N^BBOW ESOAPB. 

A BEYOLXniONjlBT INCIDSMT. 

TJToisf 0D6 of th6 lovely fitrmB that Ii(d along the IMIl^ 
ware, dwelt Lirail Israel, and his fbir young wife AltliM. 
I&e blast of war, which vrsA de^Iatin^ thd land, Ioii(^ 
delayed to reach their botdetB, and a6 yet^ each tro^ 
hearted Am^ieAiHy their neighbor, dwelt nnttiol^ted 
under hie own rine and fig-tree. It is true, thrt ttiany of 
file youdg men, the forward, Ae enterprising, the crossed* 
In-lov^, and the bowed-down with debt, hAd enlisted ; add 
their communications, blood-stained, from the various bal^ 
tie-fields, awakened sympathy and gladness by tnrtis, 
Amolig their friends at home. But Mr. Israel ^It no osiB 
to leave the blooming wife, afid the merry twins, Wlioea' 
voice was his homeKmnsic, for the stem music of the wai^. 
He served his country in a more qui^t, but perhaps eqtiall/ 
efficient manner, by working sedulously in bis vocaticmi 
paying the large taxes incumbent Upon ihe wai^4rAft% 
making an occasional loan to government froih his thfiv* 
Sag treasury, ted nunl^g up the promising twAifi Whoni 
Ph>vidence had vouchsafed as the fhiits of wedded k>VS* 

But the sounds of strife began to come near^ hh di^ 
trict. The defeats upon Long IsUnd, and the dark! M^ 
son that followed, sent ttiany a poor fellow badt to hu' 
B^ghborhood, maimed or ragg^, o» starving, to tdl hoW 
Ae heart of the great Washington was nigh despidriiig at 
the gloomy prospect ahead, and to ask an alms of the ftdl- 
handed farmer, for Ood Almighty's saket 

Such appeals were not sufiered to fril unheeded. Th^ra 
was bread and to spiM in the buttery ; Ihei^ Was raimeil 
and to spare, in the old clothes-press ; llnere was shelter 
and to spare, in the big gable-roofed house: these wera 
bountifxilly dispensed to the suffering patriots at the hands 
of the kind-hearted Israel or his affectionate spouse. I'ot 
brail IshmI was a Freemasoa. It is with saoh as ha^ that 
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onr pen is most pleased. There is a freer flow at its point 
when it glides upon this topic. There is an inner gate, 
rarely opened ; an interior vail, not frequently drawn np ; 
a kind of ninth arch seldom entered, which opens, rises, and 
is entered, as the character of snch a man comes before xm 
i^ review. Brother Israel was a Freemason* He was 
what a writer styles, in one of his favorite analogies, ^^ A 
ham Mason; a Mason in the bnd and flower; a Mason in 
the milk and grain ; a Mason in the lint and thread, in 
cloth, dye and garment, thoroughly a Mason I" 

Thereifore, the man was liberal — ^it is one of the virtoeB 
af Masonry to be liberal — ^and patriotic; the world-wide 
attachments of the order do not, in the least, blnnt the 
delicate home-sympathies whidi are natural to ns all. 
. The masonic lodge in his vicinity, acknowledged th« 
superior abilily of Mr. Israel, and placed him at the head 
of the various finance Boards, relief Boards, emergency 
Boards, etc., which that emergent season demanded.. This 
position, necessarily, made him the medium of payment 
£>r the masonic charities of the district. It must be 
confessed, however, and the circumstance is related not to 
disparage the other brethren, but to show the general state 
of poverty and distress prevailing, that the drafts drawn 
upon the lodge-treasurer, for the aid of the poor at home, 
and the prisoners in the prison-ship at Kew York, were 
usually Cashed from the pocket of Mr. Israel himself. 
Quarterly dues could not be collected to keep pa(Ce with 
the demland ; there was too much pressure from without, 
to justify a resort to harsh measures for collection; so Mr. 
Israel trusted to the future consideration of his brethren, 
and favored the orders from his private funds.* 

When the suffering patriots passed near his residence, 
ofli their disastrous retreat from Long Island, an opportu- 
nity was afforded for a liberal display of his disinterest- 
^idness; for although provisions were scarce, and com 

e At the close of tbe war, when a general settlemeBt was made with this aobte- 
hearted Mas^n, as Chairman of the Belief Board, it was found there was mgcv 
than twethovftuid doUars d«e him) for ittoney adTanced, fn gdd and iib«r* 
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xmtnded a Ugh price in the best marketB of the country, 
yet, on the personal application of Gen. Washington, Mr. 
Israel supplied the American forces with fifty large 
beeves, contenting himself with a plain OommiBsary's 
receipt, in lien of the more negotiable fnndfl, the hard 
metal. 

The war drew farther and fnriher Sonth. Philadelphia 
was occnpied by tiie British. The surrounding country was 
daily ravaged for thdr sustenance. Although the Eng- 
lish ofScers were noted for their prompt payments, and 
even generosity where their own friends were concerned, 
yet, if the slightest suspicion of a disposition favorable to 
ttie patriotic party, rested upon a fiurmer's head, woe to 
his possessions! He was well escaped if the foraging 
parties contented themselves with stripping him of his 
beeves and grain. An empty roost, a vacant stack-yard, 
untenanted stalls, were but a light infliction. It was 
ofbener the case, that the stalls were fired, the dwelling 
consumed, and the poor farmer, whose highest crime was 
to love his country better than his country's foes, waa left 
far off to commence the world anew. 

While the daik cloud yet rested over the patriots' pro^ 
pects, the Eoebuck frigate anchored in the Delaware, not 
far from Mr. Israel's house, and a detachment was sent on 
shore to capture that gentleman, and secure his cattle. 
Mr. Israel was easily taken, for he rather put himself in 
the way of the party, thinking no further evil than tiiat 
his property would be subjected to a heavy draft. Much 
to his surprise, however, the soldiers seized him rudely, 
bound his hands, led him to the boat, and sent him on 
board to be tried by court-martial, that very day ! AQ 
this happened in plain sight of his wife, who stood in the 
doorway; and no sooner did it pass, than she instantly 
divined that mischief was brewing. To prevent the sol- 
diers from capturing the stock, she hurried to the cow- 
yard, turned out all the cattle, and set the big house-dog 
after them. He soon ran them out of sight into the woods. 
The horses in the stables, were liberated in the same 
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mAiiAer. By this time, the party bad arrived 9ft the gat% 
aad seeing her plan, thej fired their muskets at her, b^^ 
without effect. 

3oni^ harsh language was the^ used; bi;t iv British 
(^^(^T i^ a i^ntleman, however stern he mtgr be ^n ween- 
ting orders, and as the one in command of this deta<di- 
Qxent had no instructions ^ damage the property, he popn 
cg9^1ed hi9 partjy^ and the strong-heart^ woman wa3 Wk 
tp ifock h^r littli^ twins, ^d ponder upoA the danger^iift 
q^oaditjion of her husband. 

J^\ ^ foUo\^ !Si(r. ^ra,el to the frigate. As he waa 
p;fa|;i|ed m^eremoiiious^ up the ship's side, a^d i^lowed 
tHfi 8|^nd a few ^nutes by the gangway, while the boat waa 
n^wing round tp the stem, a common sailor approached 
I^^i, and in a low tone of voice inquired, "Hark'e, friend, 
a^p^'t y^ a Freemason ? " What prompted the question iQ 
tl^, man's month, cannot be known ; but the reader will 
patiently perceive thi^t Mr. Israel's life was involved in the 
49Bwer. I^tartle4 by the inquiry, but feeling new heart at 
t^q very word fnasan^ Mr. Israel whispered in reply, that 
he was. ^^ Then,'^ pursued the sailor hastily, for an officer 
^^ approaching where they stood, to order the priaoi^r 
below, ^' then you'd better remember it, for the officers 
lf;^l hold a lo(}ge in the cabin to-night." 

.^y^ry few honra sufficed to prepare an indictment, 
sji^puQOA officers enoi^gh for a court-martial, and com- 
ffejace. proceedings. As Mr. Israel was led from the for»f 
G^tl^ to tl^e cabin, he observed certain ominous prepara- 
tions^, in which a block, a rope and a yardarm were striking 
ffjpytu^. In truth, a short trial and ^ speedy shrift were 
iq store for the rebel ; and the rebel took a glance across 
t)^f^ still water to his prettjr homestead, which he felt was 
npt l^ng to claim him as its proprietor. It may be suffi- 
Client t^ account for that very nnsoldierlike sob and tear 
with wh^h he ent^d the cabin, t^at he saw Althea dis- 
tjj^otly ga^ng tgpon the ship» and in her arms something 
tl^t hQ could not fail U> re|CQgni«e, hfivi^g so truly it|. 
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The triiJ W80 « mare fonxiality. Witneetee testified to 
•njthing that was desired of them. The Judge Advocate 
^dently felt that the whole matter waa beneath him ; he^ 
ieked bat a few quefitioiiB, and those in a oarelees tona* 
The jndges leaned back lifitleealy, and whispered to one 
another on firivolous topics, or read English papera; but 
there was a pre-determination in all this, and it spoke of 
death. One witness, as a crowning point to his testimony, 
averred, that when Lord How^ sent a saisssenger to lb. 
Israel, offering to purchase his fine beeves with speeie, 
that rebellions individual xetnroMsd for answer^ ^' that he 
wonld rather ffioe his oattLs to Wsahington than receive 
thonsands of British gold I " and that his whole conne, 
ftom the beginning of Ae war, had been ealenlatod to en- 
eonrage the revolmtiionists. 

^ What have yon to say in plea, prisoner 2" inquired 
the sfiDdor officer ; in the same breath giving a low order 
to the seigeant which harried him on deck, where the 
rattling of the block, now fixed to the yardarm, eonld be 
distinctly heard. The rattling ceased. A file of marines 
oM^rched across the deck. Something there was, awfal in 
all this, and Mr. Isnwel's lip paled as he answered. He 
made a manly defense, avowing his predilections to the 
patriotic canse, bnt solemnly averring that he had never 
taken protection or given any encooragement to the Brit- 
ish anthorities that he wonld do so. He was a plain man; 
loved his home; loved his ooontry ; thought no harm to 
any one; and hoped the coort wonld not deprive an inno- 
cent man of his life in the very presence of his family 
and home. 

At the conclnsion of his last remark, which was path- 
etic enough to call the attention of the whole court, he 
gave the sign of the brotherhood. A hasty whisper passed 
among the jndges; an evident interest took the place of 
their fbrmer listlesBness. Their hanghty bearing waa 
changed ; and the senior officer, in a tone of voice strik- 
ingly contrasted with his fonner abraptness of uMamer^ 
ordi&fed- the Jndge Advocate to call back ^ witnesses. 
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This being done, the members of the court by toma, ctobs- 
examined them most searchinglj. It was not difficult 
now to sift ont of their testimony so much malice and 
envy that the senior officer finally dismissed them with a 
stem rebnke, " for seeking to hurt so honorable a man as 
Mr. Israeli" 

The yerdict was unanimously, not fftdUy. The court 
being dismissed, a priyate meeting was held, and within 
half an hour (the fatal block still dangling from the yard- 
arm), Mr. Israel was sent on shore in the captain's own 
barge, and with a splendid present to the heroic wife, 
whose coolness, in defending her husband's property, had 
been already reported to the officers. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, that he returned to the 
ship after dusk, and was not allowed by his hospitable 
entertainers to take his accustomed place by Althea's side 
until nearly day, nor then imtil a strong scent of French 
wines betokened that the brothers had sealed their mutual 
acquaintance with something stronger than water. 

So long as the Eoebuck retained her position in the bay, 
there were frequent communications of this sort, and no 
evil of any description was ever inflicted upon the fortun- 
ate man.* 
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THE OUT DIAMOND. 

Thb Diamond, in its native form, is but a shapeivss, 
unsightly object. But when applied to the wheel and 
shaped by tfie art of the skillful lapidaiy, it becomes 
brilliant and beautiful through the loss of its outer and 
unimportant parts. 

^Losaiiig, In his ywy excelUnt paUieatlon, the Tidd-Bodk of the Berohitioii, 
(« book, by the way, that shoald be on the shetf of every Amerioen hooeeholder), 
rebn to the above incidents, and adds, what we were not previonsly infbnned 6i, 
** The records of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania show that Isndl Israel, for many 
yean Orand Master of that State, wia aared lironL an ignominiooi death by this 
use of masonic signs." He cites Hn. XUat's Women of the BevolatioQ, a reliable 
and valosble book, to the same end. 
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To some minds, Borrow and disappointment ser\r6 as the 
wheel to cut deeply wilMn their substance and bring out 
latent beauties. As trials, losses, bodily afflictions, deaths, 
eome snccessiyely upon them, they do not sink bnt g^(W. 
They become reduced, but more precious. They acquire 
that form which the skillful Lapidary in heaven would 
have fhem to possess, that his light may shine out mcnre 
dearly from them, and display his glory more perfectly. 

We were once familiar with a cfit diamond of this class. 
It was a beloved brother of the masonic order, Oliver 
8 . In his youth, he possessed fortune, friends, ambi- 
tion. His fortune melted away under the adverse season 
of 1837, and he was left poor. Struggling with a yet 
smiling heart, he was for a time successfdl, and his head 
began to appear above the billows again. A bdoved 
&mily of his own sprung up around him. Sons and 
daughters, fair as olive plants, encircled him, and wound 
durable links around his heart. Hiis was his happiness. 

But the diamond was as yet uncut t His wife was 
called away from his arms. Sickness blighted his own 
form, and condemned him to drag out a lingering life 
with joints filled with pain, with an aching head and de- 
sponding heart. But he made no complaint, and hfii 
countenance was yet smiling as ever. Then the messen- 
ger selected, one by one, with most cruel precision, the 
little lambs of his flock, beginning with the £Etirest; He 
struggled against his destiny, struggled earnestly, but in 
vain. One by one, they were dragged out of his bosom, 
and out of the fold by the heartless wolf, until there was 
not one left, and he stood alone in his dwelling — 

Alone I helplMa, poor, affliotedl 

The diamond, for it vxu a diamond of purest water, was 
now cut by the Divine hand. Divested of the superflu- 
ities of life, it was now ihst it began to sparkle before 
men's eyes. Every facet was an angle of reflection, that 
sent bock scHne heavenly ray to the observer^ eye. 

The suflerer put his trust in God, having found life's 
staff to be a broken reed. 



IM 1HB TSHICLEf WTIH T£B THBKB PAflBENOXBB* 

The remaiiuDg yean of hie pilgnmage were spent in 
exhibiting the mereiee which the Heayenly Fftiher yields 
even in suoh times as that. Hie smile nevw 1^ his fhoe, 
diongh the fonn was beat and the hair gray. His Toice 
was ever full of hope and comfort to others, eren when 
his own body was writhing in paiUi^ His last words were 
the same patient expression of the afflicted patriarohli) 
^^llia Lcsd gaye; the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord! " 
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THE TEHIOLE, 

WITH ITS THBSK VASSKVOSBS. 



Masohbt may . be viewed in the light of a tefaide for 
liie oonreyance of three passengers; morality, science, and 
seligion. To nndentand the masooic system in all its 
bearings, it mnst be taken in this tbree-foM sense. 

Those who so fieroely denounced it in the political anti- 
masonry of 1826-'S6, d^ied it all claim to the title of 
moral, scientific, or religions. Otheln, who hare written 
against it, at various times, have attrilmted to it, some the 
one, some the other of those three qualities, while one witty 
opponent declares it to be nom the vehicle^ merdy, emptied 
of alltis poMm^era/ 

Each aeakms Brothor, however, whose views have not 
been distorted by anti-masonic prejudices, or restricted 
1^ tile igncMranoe of those who are placed in the seat of 
instruction, will maintain, not only that the vehicle was 
designed for the three, bat that ^ three are eUU ih&te^ 
though many of onr brodiren may have foiled to discover 
them. 

MoraUiijf on a basis broader than Paley's; Soienee in 
its great principles, sorer than Bacon's Inductive Philos- 
ophy; JSeUgum^ divested of its sectarianism and exhibited 
in a few saving principles ; these fonn the skeleton of the 
masonic system. Without them, it is no system, notUng 
but a forrago of unexplained symbols and tmmeaning 
ceremonies! 
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nto following linee, adapted from a foniga writer, iwe 
beautifiilly in point : 

" Masonic links compose a sacred chain 
Of htAj brii^tness an^ tinvieasarad kagtb ; 
Tlift world with tolfiab rust and recUesa atauis 
May mar its beaatj but toach not its strength." 



The wcvftt^vil tibat can ba&ll Mason^) ia in the howe 
ixf ita firiwds; it it the naglec^ of iti Totatiea, and tbat 
neglaet the rwnlt of ignorance. 

Oppoeitiona, slandett, evil apeakinga, Tiolent peneeo- 
tioQs; aU tfaeit haye bound, and do faind, the holy ark 
more Simij together. 

Bnt the disappointed look of Aoee who hare not foimd, 
within the aanctom^ thofle nmral principles and Aat priM- 
](Bm knowledge whioh were pionuaed them; and the 
averted eje that snch persons east on the object tiiej were 
aecnstomed to revere; these are the things to Vi^ 
Hasoaiy in modem days. ' 

ICere dedamation cannot take the place of reality. Oor 
membeis, if Hiej #m2^ moBt^ndi or they cannot be Uamed 
for giving eridenee of their disappointment Kow these 
three passengers are in the vehicle, and who shall forbid 
that he who submits his character to the rigid scmtiny, 
who donates of his means the liberal fee, who passes obe- 
diently np through the portico, and through the middle 
chamber, and by the road of peril, even into the sanctum 
sanctorum itself; who, we say, shall forbid such a man 
from forming the aoquaintanoe of these three, and secur- 
ing their aid in the grand struggle of life. 

The following, from the pre&ce to Bush's HiUennium, 
applies well to Masonry : 

^ Kot that we count on the practicability of all classes 
of readers becoming equally well versed on this subject; 
for, as this revelation (Masonry) is couched in a language 
(symbolic) which has ceased to be vernacular to the people 
of any nation, superior insight into its disclosures will 
ever accme to those who make themselves familiar with 
tile saered tongues ; and as tfie facilities ibr tiiis attain* 



1 



X86 WSTSItttOTO ABSdCmON. 

ment are ocwstantly hicreaaiiig, and light is pouring in 
firom nnmeronB other sources, upon the interpretation of 
the inspired writings (Freemasonry), it is easily coneeiya- 
ble that each successiye generaticm shal' advance far be- 
yond its immediate predecessor in every department of 
the subject. In seeking, therefore, for that blindness in 
part which hath happened to the religionists (Masons) of 
every age, we cannot be mifltAken in referring it, in a 
great measure, to the neglect of the original t(mgueB of 
Soriptnre (the masonic landmarks)." 

Were the genuine mines of Masoniy wotked as those of 
classic lore or of physical science have been, we should 
hear little of renounmng Masoniy, or wearying of Msr 
sonry, or disappointment at Masonry* As tiie matter 
stands with thousands, the real secrets, the priceless treas- 
ures of liie Order, are never discovered. Such persons 
resemble a traveler who would stop in the entrance-room 
of a beautiful gallery, look around wishftdly, arrange his 
features into a form of disappointment, and then quietly 
slip out The three passengers are there, dear Brethren, 
depend upon itl and they sociaUy ofBet themselves to 
youf companionship. 
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MYSTERIOUS ABDUCTION. 

KASONIO KIJBDSB. . 

Abottt the year 1829, when the whole country was con- 
vulsed by the politico-antimasoniy of the day, a counter- 
blast was prepared by a few Masons, in the village of 

T , which exhibited the tactics of the opposite party, 

to perfection * 

Those who are familiar with the facts connected with 
the Morgan sBiEiir, must have been struck with the slender 

* W« voBld Ml be ndeoMd ainloglite of tUa oqibIo t^^ lb do erll, ihat 
food magr come, U mi Uammxj. Decait, hoimw tbBbA, U nfvertMiM d9mh 
tad ft erixDA. We only relate the efiair ai it ooourred. 
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thread of evidence, on whieh gnch sweeping dennnciatory 
duuigeB were made to hang. It is a notmooe fiut, that 
for yearn, the anti-masonic leaders were in eonstant trepi- 
dation, lest the ratable William Morgan himself, mur- 
dered and outraged as he was, in a hnndred savage ways, 
dionld retam m propria persona^ to give the lie to liiair 
tragic drama, acted at snch cost of money and tnith« 

There was a yonng man in Y , who, for his morat 

ity^ salw, had been made a Mason. Bnt all the Masonry 
in the world, could never tame him, or overcome hk 
incorrigible habit of jesting. Provoked at the illiberal, 
iUogtcal method pursued by the anti-masonic party, in 
eataUishrng their portions against the order, he devised 
the following pleasant revenge, and by the aid of a few 
otibers, put it into (^ration. 

It was given out (in strict confidence of eoime), diat 

Jifx. C , the gentleman in question, was about to secede 

from Masonry, and that his withdrawal woidd be accomr 
panied by a publication, veiy severe and highly reliable 
against the order. Every one who had perused the 
various and conflicting expositions of Masonry, was pre- 
viously convinced, that something must be left untold. 
That something was now to come from Henry C , and 
it was expected to be the oband SBostT about which the 
cowan* woiid had talked so long. 

Sure enough, Heniy came out with a book, a veritable 
exposition; but such a farrago of nonsense, such queerly- 
constructed sentences, such wild thought, such grotesque 
caricatures of pictures, as were never imagined by sane 
man before. This work, handed around in manuscript, 
from hand to hand, among the antis, (always with a pledge 
of secrecy), soon became the grand topic of debate in the 
dubs of the party. It must be published, of oonrse^-all 
were agreed on that. The party must throw in liberally, 
and get it out in good style. Mr. G must be pro- 
tected in his patriotic cause ; all this was settled nem. di$. 

But now, threats began to be heard from the other side* 
The two or three Masons who were in tiie secret, talked 



loadly, yet' mjstesioiuly) of their determinatkm) in ihd 
event of die book bemg pabliebed. Broken bonei^ and 
bleeding arteries, thej eaid^ were the least of tJieir pio- 
jeclB of rengetneel A ][>Iaeard was posted by night, <ai 
tiie door <tf the dnb^room, offering a reward of fiftt^ ia^ 
lavi for any one who wonld ]^K>core the mannseript from 
the handft of that vile Henry O-*-*^ the pnujnred wretd^ 
the un&ithfnl monster! 

A few weebfi of this^ aad than, to the honor of many, 
and the delight of more, tbat nnfinrtnnategentleman snd 
denly disappeared! 

What an, opportunity fer pplitkal capital 1 '^MaeoAk 
»mder! another yictim I bratal rengeanoel Wlioissaii 
now! Let the country awaJkaJ^' 

The two or three Masons who were in the secret, de 
dared^ wi& esKtraTagant boldness, ^^ That they were glad 
of itl 'twas nothing more than he deserredl hoped ks 
had got what woidd stop his ea^posHionB ! thought 'twoafal 
be a good lesson lor the others !" Horrid wretehes, thai 
to sport with blood and nHuderl 

The attoney fin* the district, was an anti, and tiierefine^ 
needed no further stimnlns to awalmi him to exertion. 
The Oktb, however, feed two Gonnsel, te aid him in isst- 
letting out the abdnctors. Wanants were issned, relom« 
able at the next Court, to arrests the two or three Masons 
already mentioned, attd some others who were tfaoi^ht to be 
implicated in the dreadful affiiir, or deep in the cruel secret* 

These gentlein^i submitted te their heavy bail-bonds^ 
▼ery quietly; and just as the ease was called, and the 
Court was about to order a jury impannelled, Mr. Henry 
C" , himself^ entered the Coort^ and informed the 
Bench, in his most, demure mwmer^ that he had onfy 
been <m a trip to Kew Oiileaas, and had that moining 
returned 1 

But to this day, thei:e are many persons, jneniibers of 
that old party, who camiot be made to believe that th« 
thing waa all a^ hoax firom the bsginmng^ or tJbat Mr. 
^ver did reidly pstontl 
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OU) WILLIAM WALLACE LOD0B ITO. 19.« 

Tns -vallB «n tottflring to decay; 

There's dampnew on tlie stair; 
Bnt irsill I mind me of the day, 

Wlien two score men met here:— 
When two score Brothers met at night 

The full round moon aboTe, 
To weare the mjstiq chain of light 

With ho]/ links of Ioto. 

itft now die lightest ol tibe train. 

la deep, deep grafe. Is boved; 
The ehaia Is broke, the holy ohain. 

The MaUff's vith his Qodl 
!nis mllmg nolsB tPsra hesrd one dsj. 

Where ebeeif ul soage irara bes^ 
And tve seen Brothera bore mw9j 

The Maater, to hk reet. 

The South— that cheerful Toice, is stSU, 

That spoke the joys of noon; 
The Wert— that told the ICaster's *vill. 

Has ssiy as sets the sun. 
The SUA may rise, may stand, mtij ftdl. 

But these wffl stand no more, 
Ko more the faithftil craft to call. 

Or aeaa their laboiB olsr. 

Ill Veep the passing of the train; 

The Sayior vept his Iotc; 
ni veep, BO pover shall restrain 

The tean that memories moTc. . 
Where two score Brothers met at nii^ 

There's solitude and gloom; 
Let grief its sacred train inrite. 

To this old haunted room. 

9f9 Bo mm ko M . Masodo Lnn, JK>. 90. BS^the 
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WE AEE BKOTHERS ALL. 

[EndMed into proM from a MOBg hy Bonn Nvoui, a Booloh wilfear.'l 

What a cheerful little home would this world prove to 
hb if we could only agree, and whether residents of cot- 
tage or palace, would acknowledge the fraternal relation- 
ship we bear to each other. There is no reason why we 
should quarrel ; seeing that concord produces so much real 
happiness, 'tis surely the best way, when we meet, to meet 
as £rother8 aU. My coat may be coarse, and yours fine; 
you may drink wine, and I water; but both of us can 
show a true, unspotted heart; and we are Brothers aU. 
You despise the rogue and the unfaithful one; having 
truth on your side, you would stand firm as a rock; so 
would I; and thus we are JSrother8 aU. 

You would scorn to do falsely by man or woman; I 
always hold by the right, and do as well as I know how ; 
thus, in our joys, and our affections, and in eveiything 
else that is good, we are Brothers aU. 

Your mother loved you as only a mother can love; my 
mother did for me what none but a mother can do; there 
is but one of us at last, whether high or low, for we are 
Brothers aU. 

The same fair and sunny day, is beloved by us both, 
we both enjoy our Jiomey and oh! that we were there; we 
draw life from the same pure air of heaven, therefore we 
are Brothers aU, 

Old age, frail and trembling, will soon come over us 
both ; death will creep along after him, and summon us 
both away ; then, into the same graveyard we shall both 
be borne. Come, neighbors, your hands here — ^wb abb 
allI 
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THE MILITARY CHEST. 

'ThiOi dull fprbig oat of the aarth and Tl|^teoime« dull look dowB ftom hMTtA." 

Thebb had been a sharp engagement during the day, 
between the American and British forces, and many 
valuable lives had been lost on both sides. Mnch property 
had been left behind by the retreating foe, in the form of 
camp equipage, militai^ wagons, chests, officers' l^c^ffi<^» 
etc., all of which was seized npon with avidity by the 
suffering Americans. 

It was now night, and Washington sat in his tent with 
no other company than his confidential secretary. The 
commander-in-chief was looking intently over a mass of 
captured docmnents, principally soldiers' letters, old mus- 
ter rolls, and lists of military stores, when his eye, weari^ 
with the useless lumber, fell upon a large parcel, strongly 
sealed with wax and marked, ^^ Secretaiy's papers of — 
Military Lodge ; Package, No. 3." The address attracted 
his attention. On farther search, package No. 1 and 2, 
came to light, and the General was conversing with his 
secretary, concerning the circumstance of their capture, 
when the servant announced one of the Colonels without, 
who requested an interview. It was granted, and the 
officer entered. He was courteously greeted, a seat was 
tendered to him, and nodding to the secretary to retire for 
a moment, Washington gave him an opportunity to make 
known his business. 

It seems that in one of the baggage wagons, a curiously 
wrought chest had been discovered, triply-barred and 
locked, on the sides and top of which were written, ^^ Ma* 

sonic chest of ^Military Lodge." From its weight it 

contained the jewels and possibly the cash fimds of the 
Lodge. 

Now the Oolonel who had made this discovery, begged 
the commander to instruct him, as to the proper disposi- 
tion of so singular a piece of property. 



After a pause, General Washington directed that the 
chest should be carefiilly guarded ^and preserved intact 
until the m(»TOw. Before difltnissing his anzions brother- 
Mason, he assured him that he would see the chest re- 
stored to its owners. 

A few weeks afterward, a flag was aent from hit camp, 
wiith the property in question. Aooompanying it, was a 
totter most fraternally worded, in the handwriting of tiie 
distinguished chief, in which he expressed hia fiiyorable 
sentiments toward Masonry in genmd, and the militaiy 
Lodges in particular, and concluded with die fervent hope, 
that the principles of the Order might fructify to Hie in- 
crease of humane sentiments throughout both armies. 

When the Begiment returned to En^and, the chest 

tiius remarkably pres^red, was esihibited at a meeting ef 

liie Grand Lodge in London, and the letter of the die- 

tinnished philanthropist was read, with general and lool 
appawe.* . ^__ 

TBX COEDAB OF TUB TEMPLE. 

Thbbb is a]\ interesting thought connected with the 
cedars fandehed from Lebanon's rugged sides, for the 
house of the Lord. It is indeetruGtibls to decay , hut 
peculiarly obnoxuma to fire. By this we may understand 
it was the purpose of €k)d, that his house irfiould be 
established in perpetuity. The best materials that the 
surface or the bowels of tiie earth could afford, were to be 
lavished upon it, and find their most honored use therein. 
But it was always exposed to the torch of the incendiary, 
liiat its watchmen mi^t be vigilant ; to the ravages of an 
invader, that its guardians might be valiant ; to the hand 
of judgment, Ihat its supporters might be held responsible. 
The analogy between the attributes of the temple-cedar 
and the human soul, is too fearfully dose to be overlocdEcd. 

KoTl.^-l^ conneetioii vith this 'interesting fibet we obaerre, floating 
tliroagh tlfi^ presa daring the present year, the circnmstanoe of a Bible 
formerly naed by Qeuend Waihington in the Lodge oeremonieB, being 
neenfly ezhibttad in a muonAt Miabmliott ait llMieheeter, Bngknid. 
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PABT THIRD. 

€foe§ &n wUh ike Lodge ; Ukemu %bSA the Shotmaknr, 

If oon after moon waxed fall ; the maaona met 

And entered, paased, and raiaed a goodly aet. 

Some moved, some died ; a few got burnt with drink* 

Bat, on the whole, Uiia Balepenn Lodge, I think, 

Waa rather better than the ordinary. 

Although a few haid-caaea they might cany. 

Poor Funkle Anck, he all thia time waa firying 

To get a peep, a taate, a amell, a trying, 

If but a word twould do, but not a crnmb 

The maaona dropped— ^heir pa88-word,.it waa mm. 

Funkle then bought some books, the piopflrty oiiea 

Of If ichael Hum, a nambakull and a duaee. 

Who thought our aecreta could be noted down 

Aa eaay aa the aign-boaida of the town. 

Funk bought them, aa I tell you; and he nad 

The bundled nonaenae clean from lid to lid. 

Then to a Lodge dandeatine, down in Bnnte, 

Thia peeping cowan, for aueh knowledge, went, 

Aa Morgan failed to discoTer or inVjani. 

He paid an X, at Brente, for three degnea. 

Worked on the principle of perfiel Mte, 

But atill diaaatiafied, he yearned for more ; 

The Ralepenn Lodge waa No. 64; 

He acaled ita windowa, they were curtained o'er-* 

Climbed to the akylight, it waa faatened down— 

Walked up the atairway, met the fyler'a frown— 

The oraay, aimple, peeping, atingy cowan. 

PABT FOUBTH. 
Bringt in iSm iag Pidm. 
Hem Mott, the Maater, in his aailor waya, 
Oheriahed a dog ( 'twaa rumored in hia praiae. 
He 'd aayed Miaa OlanyB life, when like to drowi^ 
And erer ainoe, Mott loTed him aa hia own). 
Thia dog, a apaniel of undoubted blood, 
Waa rough and shaggy, bandy-legged, and rode, 
But ne'er a dog more gentle in the land. 
Nor one more perfectly in good command. 
Fillet and Mott were alwaya aeen together, 
Vo matter where, no matter what the weather. 
At ehureh, at town, to plow, to flah, to hunt, 
Tea, to the rery Lodge bold Fidea went 
There, at hia maater'a feet, he aaw auch aighta. 
Pricked ap hia ean at auch terrific frigfato, 
Such awfbl phantoma, on the nwnring nighta, 
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Tha^^ad he not been dog, and dog of iCaaon, 
I gaees that Fide$ would have lost his reason. 
The Masons called him BraAer, well thej mighty 
Since one more faithful noTer saw the light. 
The Tjler, Bigbadd, alvays had a bone 
To cheer np Fides, when the work waa done, 

some cheese, when other things were gone. 



PART FIFTH. 

Bmothinff dotil a jKey and a Loek^mp. 

Poor Funkle Anck, at last, hatched out a plaa, 
Bj which to get the secrets of the dan. 
'TWAS not so honorable as some things are, 
Bnt little does a peeping cowan care 
If once our mysteries be cm but share. 
He 'd found a key, all coated o'er with rast. 
Mislaid, no doubt, in mbbish and in dust. 
That fitted nicely to the Tault abore ; 
Right in that yault the sneaking fellow dovie 
And locked the door iniide— 

ART SIXTH. 
7%e Lodge meaft. 

-The Lodge assembled— 



(Oh how Masonic angels must hare trembled!) 
Mott called to order, officen their places, 
Brothen their aprons, solemn words and fSaoea, 
Tyler his sword, deacons their gloomy rods. 
Join now and supplicate the God of gods I 

PART SEVENTH. 

Tk€ dogtmdk mmMng, 

But hark ! that dog I that thundering, deafening howl t 
That yelp t that bark 1 that scratching 1 what a growl • 
Will no one stop him 1 Tyler, kick him out I 
Beat him. Oh, deacon t mercy, what a shout I 
What 1 has he bit you ? Tyler run him through*- 
He'amadI he'smadl kiU him or he 11 kill you I 

PART EIGHTH. 

The cruel point pierced through poor jPUm* bntat 
His life-blood answered ; must I tell the reatt 
Prepare then for a tear— poor Fidm crept 
dp to those feet, where oft-times be had slept 
And syed hia mastv, while his master wept 
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He licked tite extended baad hi^ master gave*^ 
Ooald he nftiee his faithfil, dying slate? 
Then moaned a parting ideh for one lie lov«d, 
Oast one kind look arotmd, then aloirly moved 
To the Tault^ooF'^ecratehed feebly— tried to bafk«^ 
Looked back (the room to him was growing dark)^-' 
6reiirM«->irhiiied onee more-^ ^7^ token tiM, ■ 
And, with his feet extended, Fidm died 1 

PART nNTB. 

7ft«DteeoMry. 

Kot dow those aonowing meA to lead iinav; 
The tmth was written on hia dying fafow ; 
With bar and hammer, threat and many a blew 
The maaaire hingea yielied ; than he ateod 
The pt^mg €ow»m, gnilty of the bloody 
Of one, more human, mora of man, aloaa. 
Than hundreds aooh though welded into ona. 

PART TENTH. 

7%e JloMrial. 

Then waa no Lodge that night; bat ahonld yon ga 
That thriTing litde town of Ralepenn through. 
Call at the Hall ; there, on the eastern aide* 
You 11 find a monument— atop there and 
Foid^ «ii/bftitiiafe/ % enwl lel 
'8UU Itadkle at Aa( (uimoH me ftr9ttP* 

FISI8. 






JOHN OALLia, THE FBESSUSON, 

THE TUVSUfQ OF THK SOALS. 



CHAPTER I. 

■fmj with teuton.* 

That there is a time, an hour in the life-passage of 
eveiy man, which, appreciated or neglected, decided the 
temporal, perhaps the eternal destiny of the Individoal^ 
it requires no Shakspeare to inform ns.** That experience 
of men, more practically available than an Alexandrine 
library, demonstrates this truth beyond contest. WAjf 
such an occasion is bestowed upon us, seeing we CBxOlot 
foreknow it, or even recognize it as such, till It is past, 
remains among ^ the hidden things that belong to Qod.^ 
Tet men are called wise and prudent, or Ignorant and 
imprudent, as' they employ tlds golden opportunity; 
although more fortunes have been lost, hearts brokeOf 
and discouragements engraved on human sonls by flie 
veiy endeavor to recognize and seize this flood-tide of 
fbrtune than by any other means. It is the iffma/atuut 
liiat allures niillions to their ruin and blesses cady th^ 
fbw. Ko lottery is more illusive, no gambler^ game 
more uncertain. 

But he, the true-hearted, who is determined, in aO 
tides, ebb or flow, to da right and to fmo oh; he who, 
without resting upon his oars to wait^ is always vigilant 
in his activity; that man, though he may not grasp « 
fortune or rule a kingdom, will do more: ^^he will de* 
serve onel" Give us such men for companions on the 

*** Ihero i» a tide in tlM tflUn of meat 

WliM^ taton at to flood, wfll leed to fatiM%'» MiM 
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jomiiej of life, and (hoee who tarry for the flood may 
tarry till doomsday, while we, with our stout boat's crew, 
will heave ahead, and move. 

Beside this pre-eminently important period, so taken 
and accepted in each man's life, there are occasions of 
minor importance, in which the results of the past seem 
to be BO concentrated that the work of a moment con- 
firms or undoes the labor of years. Temptations td com- 
mit a wrong, opportunities to perform a right, great 
advantages to be secured, great losses to be encountered, 
are thus ficspended tipon the scale of an instant, till it 
would appear as if life itself might be exhibited as some 
writers exhibit geology, ^'a succession of convulsions," 
revealed to us only by resultant mountain-ranges. 

In all such hours of trial, how good it is, to worthy 
brothers and fellows, to have an abiding principle of 
holiness within them, that, if it does not always desig- 
nate the pcUcy^ will infallibly point them to the Tumesty 
of a thing. 

With sijLch a monitor in the heart, no man can materi- 
ally err. Temptations to commit a wrong, however dis- 
guised they may approach us, however cunningly their 
^piltiness may be concealed, will spend their force upon 
us in vain. 

These thoughts lead the enlightened craftsman natn- 
rally enough to the conclusion, that in the principles of 
Freemasonry may be found this moral prompter, so 
desirable to those who feel their own insufficiency. In 
Freemasonry there are both guoflrd and giiide to the 
worthy initiate — ^the one shielding him from the una- 
voidable ills of life, the other enabling him to select, 
where many roads separate, that one which alone will 
terminate in happiness. Such is jPreemasomy. Such 
is not the phantom that perjured expositors have con- 
jured up as Freemasonry. Such men as Morgan, Ber- 
nard, Allen, and Stone could no more describe such a 
pure thing as Freemasonry than the debauchee cao 
describe virtuous love. Such is not the FreenAsaniy 
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that the oveiNCtirioiis pant for, when, passing through 
our ceremonies with eyes and eaiB expanded, they hope 
to catch some fantastic mystery that we never promised 
them, nor could bestow u{>on them. Yet euch is Free- 
fnoMwry^ never denied — ^the system that the pnre and 
good, who were prepared in heart to receive, have re^ 
ceived in all ages, and in aU ages wHU continue to re- 
ceive, if they continue to seek with a humble heart. 
And such is Freemasonry, as it was found by brother 
John Gallis, the subject of our sketch. 

There is nothing in the early history of this brother 
particularly worthy of the reader's notice. He was free- 
bom, like Paul, the apostle, educated in a moderate way 
for a farmer; the theory prevailing in his youth, as now, 
that farmers need less knowledge than the members of 
any other profession; and sent forth of lawful age, neither 
naked nor dad, to seek his own fortune, and entirely 
under the tongue of good report. Hei sought it, and 
found it, after many years of effort, in the cultivation 
of the soil. Mother earth is a treasury that continually 
invites, ^^Ask and ye shall receive; seek and ye shall 
find ; knock and it shall be opened unto you ;" and but 
few pursue this avocation perseveringly who do not real- 
ize the promise. Ouided by prudence, as well as love, 
he early married an industrious, thriving creature, whose 
character we will give in his own language further on, 
who, keeping the mdoars as snugly as he did the out^ 
made him a happy home, presented him with nine 
healthy children, and then ^' passed up higher," leaving 
him a widower in the descent of life, with an unblem- 
ished character, good possessions, and great acquire- 
ments in Freemasonry. It may readily be conjectured 
that it is this latter qualification that gives him a place 
in our volume. 

In the early part of his life, very shortly after he be- 
came of age, he had been led, by religious motives, to 
pursue a searching inquiry into tiie history, genius, and 
operations of Ancient draft Masoniy. His earnest and 
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pra/tfftil desire was to discover in them some principlai 
audliary to the dootrines of Ohrist. It happe&ed, at 
that period of his life, that he was thrown among neigh- 
bors who were deeply tinctured with skepticism. A cer- 
tain collegiate, who had passed through aU the phases 
of free-thinking and finally settled down upon Deism, 
was located in the Ticinity, and, as he was both a reading 
a»d a commnnicatiye man, and withal as liberal in 
oharity as the snn, his influence over his neighbors was 
such that infidelity ran riot. This went to the heart of 
brother Oallis, and caused him to bring eyerything to 
bear to strengthen himself in Christianity. A casual 
remark from an aged minister, which he had overheard 
when a boy, led his mind to the investigation of Free- 
masoniy as to a system of morals that leads to Christ 
It was: ''If Christianity is the only lake into which 
Freemasonry flows, Freemasoniy is the most liberal 
fountain that Christianity possesses." And so, after a 
long process of study, brother Callis found it. In his 
efforts, made in the scanty hours of leisure permitted by 
hard labor, he was aided by the older writers, Anderson, 
and Desaguilera, and Preston, and by several of more 
modem date, all agreeing in this one thing, though they 
mi^t dififiar in others. Had his Masonic education been 
gained in these latter days his labors would have been 
greatly lessened by the writings of Oliver, Mackey, 
Moore, Bcott, Tannahill and the host who are leaving 
their marks like good craftsmen on many a perfect Ashlar, 
to be transmitted as good work to future ages; nor would 
the objections and misrepresentations of a Stone, an 
Adams and a Bernard^ have been valueless in such a 
pursuit, seeing that much talent and ingenuity were con- 
sumed by those writeis to exhibit the Jlaws of the worL 
The discovery — ^for it was a real discovery to John Cal- 
lis — exerted a powerful influence upon his life. As a 
Christian (as honest and sincere a one as any other), he 
had found the difficulty that many another has found, 
before him and after himt of bringing the principles of 
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reHgicm to bear upon hunum affidrs. It was not difficult 
for him to Beek and to find God in prajer, for Jehoyah 
"is not &r from every one of ns," and His ears are ever 
open to onr prayers. It was not difficult to engage in 
the ordinanceB of religion and to draw great rdigiinia 
eujojment therefrom, ^to grow in grace and in tiie 
knowledge of the Lord Jesns Christ" But it toot diffir 
eolt, and to many a person the diffiealty has appeared 
inenperable, so to reduce reUgian to rule as to brixig it to 
bear in the most trivial affidn of life. Thia is one appiir 
eation of Freemasonry, as Brother Oallis diseovered it 
and practieed it, from the hour when he was first led to 
the Lodge-room door and made to give the nsoal signal 
for admission. The present tale is designed i(x a two> 
fold purpose, to show that the practice of this system of 
morals will natmraUy control every action in a good man'a 
life when once fairly adopted. Secondly^ to exhibit its 
powerful efficiency in a time of "the taming of iiie 
scale." May the subject, by certain sigas exhibited to 
the enlightened reader, prove as productive of good 
thoughts to him as it has done to the writer. 

Our visit to the residence of Bro. John Gallia was on 
this wise: An invitation had been circulated through 
the Lodges in the counties adjacent to Oarrolton, to 
attend the obsequies of a distinguished Mason, deceased 
in Mexico, whose body had been brought back to its 
native soil for more decent interment. Passing dirougli 
the place, a few days previous, and being fraternally 
pressed to join in the obsequies, we lutd been induced to 
return and take part in these last tokens of honor tluit 
Freemasonry can bestow upon her Uluatrious dead. Anni- 
versary processions, comer-stone celebra/tions, and festi- 
val occasicms, present but few charms to us. They indeed 
rarely call us out from our humble dwelling. But when 
the summons is the echo qf decsth; when the greeting to 
be paid our brother is not the grip, nor the signs, nor liie 
word of Masonry, but the solemn farewell, there is no 
power within us to remmn absent: for we^ taoy ham worm 
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the Jemlj and the solemn band have encircled ns loiAj 
laid and still. 

The exercises of the occasion were conducted with 
oncommon solemnity, and in sad meditation we tamed 
onrselves Lodge-ward to dissolve the assembly, leaving 
onr departed brother upon the level from which He alone, 
the lion of the tribe of Judah, can raise him. 

In the procession, we had observed a man whose 
thonghtfol conntenance betokened profound feeling and 
marked out a character worthy of onr stady. We have 
rarely found a heart that could feel intensely but what 
was also a deviser of good thincs: so true it is that ^^the 
good idone know pityT UpS inqnuy, we were told 
that this venerable man was John Callis, £ftther and 
grandfather of nine Masons in that procession. We had 
often heard of him as a practical Freemason, remarkable 
for nothing so much as his successful performance of 
what others teach, and had felt a warm desire to make 
his acquaintance. So introducing ourself, with that free- 
dom which is a part of our mysteries, we at once acceded 
to his request to return home with him that evening. 
We cannot better describe the perfect points in his cha- 
racter, than to inform the reader of such things as fell 
under our observation during the visit. 

The mansion, outwardly, was a plain frame building 
without mouldings or scrolls, constructed, as he informed 
us, '^strictly by right angles, horizontals and perpendicu- 
lars." It was in the form of an oblong square, the length 
of the house being from east to west and the main 
approach from the east, sixty feet in length, thirty in 
breadth, and twenty in height; two stories high. These 
dimensions expose the model of the structure of £inff 
Solomon^s Temple^ substituting feet for cubits. On the 
side of entrance was a handsome portico guarded by two 
large pillars, one painted black, the other white, cut of 
Italian marble and by the best artists of the country. 
These pillars stood severally upon a plinth and pedestal, 
their tops being elaborately carved into lacings, flowen 
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and fraits. TTpon each was a large globe. Within the 
portico were statneB of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence 
and Justice, the latter hoodwinked, in accordance with the 
ancient idea of that goddess, and Charity with naked left 
breast. There was also a stairway within the portico con- 
structed in a most ingenious manner to wind in and about 
the waU, being mostly concealed in the thickness of iti 
and forming a passage to the second story. This staii^ 
way was divided into three flights or divisions of steps, 
the first flight having three, the second five, the third 
seven. We are scarcely architect enough to describe the 
building itself, but will endeavor to give the general plan. 
The prominent idea fixed in the owner's mind during the 
building and embellishment of the house was one grand 
ixmibined' symbol^ composed of the several symbols of 
ancient craft Masonry, so connected into one that each 
distinct part taught an important lesson, yet united in 
harmony with those upon either side of it. The projec- 
tor proved that he was worthy and well qualified, as 
far as the designs upon the trestle-board were concerned, 
while the builder gave evidences that he had made 
suitable proficiency in all branches of his art ere he under- 
took it. 

Over the main entrance, were emblems of Freema- 
sonry, the Trowel worked in black Egyptian marble, 
wrapped around by the Cable Tow mdosing the square. 
The four windows on the south side had severally the 
Oauge, Gavel, Level and Plumb carved above them. 
The Portico being passed, we entered a room or place 
styled the HaU, which was laid with alternate squares 
of black and white marble, a five-pointed star of mosaic 
work in the center, and surrounded at the borders with a 
highly ornamented work. Now being first divested of 
our heavy cloaks and other incumbrances, we were 
shown into a room upon the left, its walls hung thickly 
round with Masonic engravings and covered with paper* 
hangings of emblematic devices. Here we observed the 
Slipper, Grasped Hands, and Lamb ; tha Compass, Sacred 



Boll, eompleto and inoomplete Ashlars, perfeet Cube, 
point within the circle and others. The engraTings and 
paintings suspended in frames, represented the more 
OomiHKm emblems of an entered Apprentice, such as the 
Hill, the Yalley, principal Supports, Theological Ladder, 
IkdM lights, Trestle-board, Holj Writing, etc., aU of 
Jjkete being of the finest English and French workman- 
flUp) and dnlj and truly prepared by Hasonic hands. 
Pealing to a fo<mi beyond this ^e came to the library, 
it iiiaU bnt beaatifnlly aumnged apartment, in which was 
tiie beat coUeotion of Masonic books we have ever 



We had long wandered in darkness as to the amonnt 
•ad valaa of these Jiterary treasures, so essential to a full 
ifliderBtanding of the Boyal Art, but were now brought 
Id light upon the subject, by beholding more than ^ve 
kundred works for and against Freemasoniy , in the £ng- 
Hih, French and German languages. Many of them, 
aapeeiaUy the French Yolumes, were exceedingly costly, 
and we admired to hear that our entertainer had studied 
Fmch in his old age on purpose to peruse them in the 
efiginal. Is it of his own free will and accord that mj 
member of our Order will deprive himself of such a 
hmvif as Masonic books, when they .ajre so abundantly 
spread before the world! No set of men, however duly 
afisenbled as Masons, can work the ancient mysteries 
eorrectly with a weight of ignorance about their neck. 
But we digress. On the ceiling of this room was a beau* 
tifully gilded representation of a letter Q — ^an emblem of 
plenty ; and the five ancirait orders of Architecture. 

Entering the second parlor or third principal room into 
which we had been conducted, we were informed that it 
represented the Sanctum Sanctorum, or Holy of Holies 
of King Solomon's Temple, and was never entered by 
any exc^ his particular friends. It was floored with a 
magnificent Brussels carpet, at loast half an inch thick, 
igured with Masonic devices. The cost of this, as we 
Wife infonned, eyeeeded one thousand dollars. Over ihm 



maaUe^rieoe, the woilc of im Engliah artiBt of great 
eelebrity, was the most chaste and perfect thing we eT«r 
beheld^ — Thx Bbokbh GoLtJior, on canvas, fonr feet aqnare. 
The paper-hangings of this room were exnbeUtshed witk 
snch emblems as the Pot of IncenBe, the Beehive, the 
Gvaided Book of Oonttitdiaiia, Kakad Heait pointed 
cmt bj a Bwoxd, the All-Seeing Eyei with the suoi moon 
and ftaif , the Anchor and Ark, Eudid's 47th, wiqg^ 
Honr-glass, Scythe, and the nsnal emblems of mortalitijr* 
The ceiling was ad((mied faj a gilded reppeBientation of tbi 
ineffitble Name, snironnded hj a radianoe. Snch being 
the airangements of tiie house, it will not be difficnlt to 
comprehend how tiiis enterprising Fre^nason carried the 
Masonic system into his dtanestic affaim, the govemzneni 
of his children and servants and the mani^;eme&t of hia 
&nn. 

We had never before appreciated Ih^praaUeai chit 
racier of Freemasonry. By receiving the benefits ef 
thiB visit the reader will, like ourselves, be strmek with 
its applicability. 

The time of Brother OaUis was primarily dinded into 
hig own and Qod\ each seventh day being strictljr con- 
secrated in word, act and thought, to the great I AM, 
being spent in divine exercises, spiritual instraction and 
in walks through field and wood with hi» domestics^ 
whence frequent opportunities were afforded them cS 
contemplating the ^orious woxka of Gk)d and adoring tfaa 
gieat Creator. 

While taking the obligations of life upon them, thla 

must have been of infinite service in settling their min^ 

npon a religious bias. Tbe six working days of th^ 

week he divided respedively into three pwrts, wheieof 

one was found for the necessary labors of life-^ead 

uidustriously did the old man perform that duty which 

alludes to the penalty, the earliest curse inflicted upon 

our rac&*-one was found for religious exercises, visits te 

the sick and distressed, especially to those deprived ol 

aU m^allic substanees; the remuning part^ say tea 
14 
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honrs, was all that he allowed himself or his fiunily fi>T 
refreshment and sleep. 

From year to year, through all the vicissitadee of life, 
this system had been rigidly pursued. The results of 
Bueh a course became visible to all his acquaintance, even 
to those who were opposed to his. religious and Masonic 
doctrines. Such persons, unwilling to give credit for his 
uniform prosperity, - to principles that they abhorred, 
ascribed it to his industry and caution; but they over- 
looked, as such philosophers always do, the fiskct that hard 
labor is nothing without a well-settled method to direct 
it, and that neither will effect anything to make a man 
beloved and popular without a well directed system of 
philanthropy, good morals, and a God-fearing heart. 
The society in which John Oallis found himself at his 
first settlement in life was, as we have before intimated, 
deistical in a high degree^ and it was one of the first 
motives that prompted him to become a Mason, that he 
might be a better ChHetian^ and thus b^venabled to com- 
bat the arguments of skepticism with which he was daily 
assailed. He tried all the instrumentalities of the day 
in vain. He instituted prayer-meetings, circuit preach- 
ings, and other means of grace; but his prayer-meetings 
were attended only by his own family ; his religious books 
were refused, and as for the efforts of the circuit rider, 
the chief of the godless crew arose, after sermon, and 
asking leave to make a few remarks totally overthrew all 
he had said, by such a vein of argument and sarcasm 
that the discomfited itinerant never showed his head 
again in the settlement ! Other miniBters, some of them 
possessing superior ability, were iuvited to preach, but 
their attendance always led to a protracted debate and 
such a war of words, that, finding not a person in the 
vicinity to second his efforts, our good brother conclnded 
to seek a new plan for assault, one that peradventure 
might prove more available. !N^ot that his eiforts excited 
any ill-will among his neighbors; on the contrary, his 
disinterested zeal, united to his amiable manners and 
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large benevolent heart, made him universally popular, 
although he would intnide his religious views ^'in season 
and out of season. ^^ This at least was encouraging. Of 
this general popularity John Oallis now took advantage, 
by proposing to start a just and legally-constituted Lodge 
of Ancient York Masons in the vicinity. The bait took. 
There was no Lodge at the time within fifty miles of the 
place, and the few scattering Masons gladly agreed to 
form some rallying point for their own preservation as 
well as for the extension of their cherished principles to 
others. 

So a Lodge TJ. D. was established at Bro. Oallis' house, 
himself being appointed first Master, in deference to the 
evident pains he had taken to qualify himself, and work 
in abundance was offered at once. The leading skeptics 
^of the neighborhood at first stood aloof, disliking that 
display of the Bible which is so truly Masonic ; but so 
many poor, blind candidates from their ranks came for- 
ward, and reduced their numbers so much, that, not to 
be thrown too far in the rear, they followed the example, 
and agreed to meet on the platform of ^^ faith in Gk)d, 
hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind." 

The Lodge soon became quite as popular as such insti- 
tutions ought to be. Men of sJl ranks, so their moral 
character was beyond dispute, were admitted by the 
three distinct raps, and society soon felt the impulse. 

Intemperance was reduced; for one of the bye-laws 
declared that intoxication should be deemed a penal act. 
Blasphemy, for the same reason, was greatiy lessened. 
Quarrels, formerly so common in the vicinity, became 
rare, and good fellowship reigned. Education prospered 
under the special care of the Lodge. The teacher, being 
also a Gospel minister, was permitted to hold prayers in 
his school, and occasionally to preach. One of his occa- 
sional sermons aroused the minds of several hearers. A 
spiritual revival ensued, which shook the pillars of infi- 
delity till its temple tottered again. The leader, Mr. 
Zelner, unexpectedly came to his death-bed, and, for 
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fifteen days and nights, wrestled with the conqneror, 
while brothei: John Callis, at his bedside, wresded in 
prayer for his soul's salvation. The conqueror prevailed; 
bat not till the terrors of the tomb had been overcome, 
and ^Iner, the skeptic, the scofier, the Saul among per- 
secutors, passed to the world of shadows, with a shout 
that rung to the hearts of all who heard it. 

Such 1^ defection on the part of their chief was hum- 
bling. Another occasional sermon, preached by the 
old schoolpaaster at the grave of the converted infidel, 
brought down eveiy pillar of Baal's temple, and a gen 
eral change of sentiment took place on 'the subject of 
religion. The despised Nazarene was now crowned King 
by acclamation, and from that hour to the present nothing 
farther has been heard in that settlement concerning 
Tom Faine, Yoltaire, or the progress of the Age of 
Beasbn. 



OHAPTEE n. 

*< Maik tiM p0ift«ft maB| and b«liold th* vpright." 

" BbM«d is tho man thai walkath not in th« oonnMl of the oagodlyi nor rtandoch n tke 
wv of sinnen* nor aittoth in iho aoiit of tko aoornlU; bnt his dolifht is in tho law of tta 
Lord." 

Wb have alluded to the manner in which John Callis 
disposed of his time, and performed his duties from 
week to week. The present chapter will represent such 
squares in the checkered pavement of his life as were 
particularly devoted to deeds of philanthropy. '^ To do 
good and to communicate forget not," was inscribed on 
ike tablets of his heart in characters not to be eradicated. 
He had now passed that period of life which may be 
said allegorically to represent the n:iiddle or inner cham- 
ber of existence, and, having fortified himself by the 
profound lessons of wisdom which may be gained there, 
he was able to put them into active exercise. Prosperity 
continued to attend him. He had but to touch an object, 
and, Midas like, he turned it into gold. Yet he was not 
inclined to rashness or speculations. On the contraiy, 
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when his neighbors, aronsed to freniy by the excitement 
of certain periods, involved themselves in profonndest 
depths by the wild pnrsnit of wealth, his head remained 
cool and his purse hermetically sealed. This enabled 
him to draw out many a drowning victim, when many a 
drowning victim conld be fonnd in the land. His own 
language was, "Twice in my life everybody said I waa 
nnfiiehionable; once when I refused to make debts while 
others were making them; afterward when I paid my 
debts while otheiB paid not." But, although onr friend 
had no disposition to speculate, he was not deterred from 
embarking in an object because it was distant or seemed 
impracticable to others. The views which his two olobxb 
gave him of imwoerMiUy in mierprUe influenced him in 
various business operations. 

It was so with his philanthropy; world-wide and enter- 
prising, a foreigner who had suffered the loss of his for- 
tune by an earthquake, ten thousand miles distant, pos- 
sessed the same claim to his charity as one whose house 
had been burnt but ten. 

His dwelling was situated about half way between two 
eoimty towns, some twelve miles from each. Passengers 
who have traveled that way will not readily forget the 
circumstance of their stopping opposite a handsome gate, 
and being accosted by a small, active man, with a pitcher 
of coffee and a tray heaped full of provisions, who kindly 
pressed them to eat, with the remark, " 'TIS twelve long 
miles to town yet!" Such was his practice to all dusty- 
looking travelers, who seemed to have come a consider- 
able distance. There was always a cool drink of water 
for them, or milk, if they would have it, and a generous 
slice of bread and meat, with that best of relishes, a 
warm-hearted welcome, which sent them on their way, 
elastic and trim, to conquer the remaining hardships of 
the road. 

The same motives induced him to dig a well at a noted 
level a few miles from his house, where the road stretched 
through a long, dry barren, a perfect Sahara, in the sum* 
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mer time, and ^^a slough of despond" the rest of the year. 
Here he erected a comfortable log-honse, with the motto 
^^Free for all," painted on it; also a stable and a stock 
jard. For the well he provided bucket and rope. These 
were stolen the first night, as everybodj said they would 
be. Nothing daunted, he put the other bucket and the 
other half of the rope on (having provided for such a con- 
tingency), and made a second trial. The articles remiained 
more thuL a week, and the triumph of philanthropy seemed 
complete. But it was a time of much travel; the negro 
wagoners were thieviBh ;— these also disappeared. Away 
went John Callis to town, and bought another pair of 
buckets and rope rather better than the others. The third 
set was fastened to the windlass, remained for a month, 
and they too were stolen. By this time public sympathy 
was aroused by such unexampled patience, and some of 
the neighbors at the ends of the road, gave it privately to 
be understood that the next theft of the sort would be 
strictly followed up by the ^' posse comitatus." That waa 
the end of the contest. Bucket and rope remained until 
they wore out, and a touching incident is recorded of a 
certain man, moved by conscience, calling upon John 
Callis with the three ropea^ the buckets^ and a flood of 
penitential tears, making acknowledgment of the whole 
offense. 

The county in which he lived was formerly notoriouB 
for its iaeflScient laws. Its bridges were mere traps to 
the unwary; its roads were the terror of travelers far and 
near; and sign-boards there were none. After many 
efforts with the County Court, John Callis determined to 
try how far a single hand could go to remedy such evils, 
so he commenced by painting upward of two hundred 
sign-boards, which he put in their proper places in his 
various excursions through the county. At first they were 
somewhat slighted, being contemptuously styled " CaUis's 
Primers;" but as all travelers expressed gratitude for the 
favor, the residents let them stand; and erelong began to 
be interested in the '^primers," sufficiently so, at leaBt, 
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to xuul them in their places when mischievonB lads knocked 
them from the trees. 

Between roads and bridges, both sadlj wanted, our 
philanthropic brother selected the latter as the most prac- 
ticable object of- improvement. He msfie tours through 
all parts of the county, and spent his leisure days, for sev- 
eral years, in visiting the houses of voters with petitions to 
the Oounly Court, memorials to the State Legislature, sub- 
scriptions for stock to turnpike bridges, and other means 
for effecting his ends, l^e, patience, and perseverance, 
accomplishes all things. The results were, that at the 
time we made his acquaintance, there were ten large and 
costly bridges in the county, and eveiy low marshy place 
along the prominent roads, had its causeway to bespeak 
John Callis's praise. 

These may appear small matters for the historian's pen, 
but we offer no apology. They are tokens of that Masonic 
undercurrent which prompted him to act as occasion 
offered. Such things were not always understood by his 
fellow-citizens ; nay, they did not^always come even under 
the tongue of good report; often he was misrepresented; 
his motives misconstrued ; his labors imputed to a med- 
dling disposition, or an electioneering trick. But as their 
author waited his time with patience, the true motives 
generally appeared in the end, and if they did not, he put 
his trust in God, and worked on. Noble spirit of Free- 
masonry, that prompts its votaries to wait until the an- 
swer from the Master in Heaven shall be returned to the 
door of request; that answer we already know: what can 
it be but ^' Let them enter this place of my approbation, 
and be received among those who h&ve worked their way 
hither before them 1 " 

The cause of Temperance, that noble effort of Freema- 
sonry, early engaged his enthusiastic favor. At his first 
settlement in life, there was a large distillery within a few 
miles of him, the prolific fountain of idleness, poverty, 
and bloodshed. To abolish this he strove, with several 
other persons who had felt the searchings of its fiery 
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furnace. Many a moral lever was neceesary to upheave it 
from its solid base, before it could be effected. Many an 
appeal to the proprietor, and to his miserable victims, was 
thrown away, as vapor upon a granite crag, yet success is 
in Gk>d's hands, and those hands, figuratively, open wide 
at prayerfiil efforts. A happy accident threw the distiller 
upon John's hands for several weeks, during a desperate 
fit of illness, and the hospitality of his house, aided by the 
spiritual unction of his prayers and exhortations, so won 
upon him that he pledged himself to abandon the traffic 
upon reoorery. He did so. The distilleiy was turned 
inix) a oamp ground, and the distiller into a circtdt 
preacher! The smoke of this sacrifice was the origin of 
the first Temperance Society in the county. The ball 
being then set in motion, accumulated with such rapidity, 
that when lecturers from the oiganized state society vis- 
ited that district, they were astonished to discover that 
the work was done to their hands, and it only remained 
for them to reap the golden grain. In more modem times 
the affiliated temperance association has found lees diffi- 
culty in sustaining its ground in this quarter than in any 
other. 

Sabbath Schools formed another of John Gallis's jpett. 
He early foresaw their success, grounding his opinion 
upon their self-evident adaptedness to an unoccupied 
field. 

It was his conviction that, to effect any extensive moral 
or religious movement, we must cormnenoe with the cMl- 
drenj the parents being mostly fixed in immobility, and 
hardened by habit. Cwrrymg this opmion^ according to 
hifi usual Masonic custom, mto jpractioej he set himself to 
the perusal of the few books then published upon this 
navel topic, and as soon as the plan became clear in his 
own mind, he established the first Sunday School. He 
gathered the children together; built a school-room; pur- 
chased a library, appropriating a number of his own books 
to fill the shelves; and as teachers would not volunteer to 
aid, he becanie superintendent and teacher, both in 
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one. In a few jean he had educated his own children, 
and other pupils, to be teachers, which enabled him to 
extend his operations upon the globe Bgetem; that is, to 
unite other localities in his plan, so that his personal 
labors might be principaUy devoted to lecturing and 
superrising. In a single jear, according to the report 
of the Sabbath School Union, he established twenty-seven 
flourishing schools. 

There was no sectarianism in all this, not a shadow 
of it. John Oallis, although cherishing in his heart his 
peculiar denominational views with warm attachment, 
was a Masonic Christian in eveiy public enterprise, and 
knew no sect, no country, no restrictive bounds. 

Would that, in the various imis which have divided the 
body of Christ, there was more of Masofvism as displayed 
in the practice of this mani 

The large-minded enterprise of supplying each family 
in the world with the Holy Scriptures, the first great 
Light of Masonry, which now forms a prominent object 
with the various Bible Societies, was practically carried 
out by our good brother in his plan of operations. The 
secrets of Freemasoniy can never be understood without 
constant reference to the grand Trestle-Board of God's 
designs toward his intelligent creatures. All our sanc- 
tions must \)^mihs noffM qf the Lord; only those whose 
trust is in God can know their £aith to be well founded; 
and when we stumble upon the rough way of life, what 
voice shall say to us, Ariae^ foUow y&unr leader^ cmdfecur no 
danger^ but the voice of the Spirit speaking through tsb 
woKD. Such were the views of this well-inibrmed Brother, 
who distributed more than a thousand bibles with his own 
hands, together with an immense amount of tracts, books, 
and religious newspapers. As the spirit of improvement 
reached these latter vehicles of knowledge, a correspond* 
ing interest was aroused in his mind concerning them, 
and then the idea occurred to him, ^a religious newspap 
per to every person, old or young, who knows how to 
read." The scheme was not altogether so practicable as 
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be anticipated ; but as the archer miist aim at a loftier 
object than he expeete to hU^ so on some occasionB did our 
friend; and he found in the present instance that if the 
target was too high, his shaft at least made a good flight 
Our active-minded brother was much attached to everj 
d/ue amd anci&rU fomk, and as such was an admirer of 
the sayings^ if not of all the damga^ of our Grand Master, 
Eong Solomon. Amongst these he particularly fancied 
the passage, ^^ Train up a child in the waj he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it." He 
rightly judged that there could be no torture to the flesh 
equal to that experienced by the mind and conscience of 
the parent who had neglected this duty, and sufiisred his 
ofispring to become dissolute and slightful of God. In 
his own domestic government, he neglected nothing that 
belonged' to the way a chdld ehovld go. We were struck 
with this on being conducted regularly around the room 
formerly occupied as the sleeping apartment of his chil- 
dren. There we observed the various Christian graces, and 
all the prominent incidents of Bible lustory, and the old 
sets of the prodigal son, Hogarth's two apprentice boys, 
etc., arranged in such a way that their last look at ni^t, 
and their first in the morning, brought them some good 
moral lesson.**^ The same idea was beautifully exhibited 
in the garden, where each one of the domestics had a row 
of com, or potatoes, or watermelons, or vegetables of some 
sort labeled "For the Tract Society," "For the Bible 
Society," "To help to repair the Church," "For the cir- 
cuit rider," etc, etc.; and one that touched us most of 
all, "For widow Fluellan's blanket 1" Poor old widoii . 
she joined her hueband in death, onr entertainer informed 
US, before the frost ripened the grain that was to help to 
buy her winter blanket; — ^but the lesson to us was invalu* 
able, exhibiting his anxiety to train up each member of 
his family to lewm how to gvoe. 
Many an anecdote is related of him with reference to 

* Our readers will be reminded, by this incident, of Doddrige's mother teaoWBg 
Um Soriptiire history by means of th« flgnres painted upon somA Dnfeoh tOaa. 
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chat practice of ah/oaya carrying his Freemadoniy with 
him. So prominent was this trait, that it was jocularly 
said by his neighbors, ^' We don't want any better insight 
into the secrets of the Order than to watch John Callis I'' 
On a certain occasion he had accidentally fallen in with a 
party of his connty people, in an obscure comer of the 
settlement, who had dodged off to have a gamder-puUmg 
all by themselves. They were petrified at beholding Oal- 
lis amongst them, and he equally so at their unholy inten- 
tions. But each party tacitly agreed to put the best face 
upon it, the pullers generously inviting him to participate. 
He acceded with so much cheerfulness, as to excite many 
a sly wink at his expense. It was plain that honest John 
didn't know what a ^^pullin'" wasl He examined the 
gander with great interest as it swung by the neck from a 
white-oak limb; made many careful inquiries into the 
moAas opercmdi of the sport, and so busied himself with 
the thing, that some impatience was manifested among 
the puUera that the pullin' should commence. Being thus 
re-called to recollection, honest John, who had consented 
to act as judge, and give the signal, called up all hands, 
gave them their charge, and then gravely added : " You 
know, neighbors, that it is my custom, at the commence- 
ment of every great and important undertaking, to prayl 
let us address ourselves to a Throne of Grace!" Down 
he fell, upon his knees. Down fell the puUera^ ashamed 
to refuse ; and if ever a parcel of vulgar wretches received 
the benefits of a Lodge-prayer, it was then and there. 
When John arose, and turned to depart, the gander had 
been cut loose, and the greater part of the pvUera were 
streaking it on their way homeward. That affair dried 
up '^gander pullin'" all about that range of hills. 

In the same ingenious and inoffensive manner he put a 
stopper upon horse-racing, formerly so prevalent in the 
country. There was one noted race-track a few miles from 
his dwelling. Brother John had observed that several of 
the brethren were rather too fond of the sport. Not but 
what he was partial to cheerful and manly games, and to 
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any innocent amusement that promoted health and happi- 
ness; but racing, to his mind, was promotive of nothing, 
in that vicinity, but dissipation and breaches of the peace. 
He got a deed of a small tract of land that cornered in 
upon the race-track, taking it out, however, in another 
person's name. This he leased to a North Carolina emi- 
grant for a nominal sum, and set him to clearing forth- 
with. By the time of the Sprmg Baoes one quarter of 
the track was cleared, fenced and plowed, so that the sport 
could not come off. Another place was immediately 
sdected, but the same Uoeh-ffome was played by Brother 
John, with the same effect, no one suspecting all this time 
that it was anything more than accidental. Two such dis- 
appointments turned the sporting cunent into another 
channel, and thus the county was relieved of its Race 
Oourse. So well was the brother known, by this time, that 
when the true state of the case appeared, it was received 
with a general smile of approbation. 

We would not willfully divulge any of the secrets of this 
interesting man — ^interesting to us in a peculiar degree, 
for he was the exemplar of Masonic practice. What we 
have recorded, floated to our ears on the current of fami- 
liar conversation with himself^ and afterward with his 
county citizens, and will injure no man to be made pub- 
lic. In the latter years of his life, after his children had 
mostly grown up and settied upon the division of his pro- 
perty, generously appropriated to each ; after the death of 
his wife and the realization of all the prominent plans of 
his younger days, he devoted his time, and an ample rem- 
nant ci his fortune, to making small loans to persons in 
indigent circumstances. In this, he plainly copied after 
a noted brother of the last centuiy. Dr. Franklin, who in 
his long and useful life proved how much can be done by 
a single individval bent upon doing good* The loans 
made never exceeded one hundred dollars to a single indi- 
vidual, and were always for a specific object — as when a 
young mechanic neei^ed a chest <A good tools; a young 
physician or lawyer, strng^^g with poverty, lacked a 
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small Bum to complete Idfl eonne of stady, or his library 
of books; a farmer had lost his plow nag, and had no 
money or credit to buy another; some neighbor's smoke- 
house was empty, and beef-killing time had not come — or 
something of that sort. 

These loans were made either with or withont interest, 
as the exigendes of the case seemed to reqnire, and the 
time of payment was extended when circumstances de- 
manded it. 

It is to the credit of human natnre, that although he 
had often upward of five thousand doUais thus invested 
at a time in small sums, and much of it without security, 
only a few of his loans were lost. Many of them, it is 
true, as time rolled round, and the prospect of payment 
became hopeless, were changed into donations; but, in 
such cases, that had been probably John's intention from 
the first, therefore there was no disappointment One 
only, a young man of taking manners, who had made his 
way into the good brother's heart, shamefully deceived 
him. He effected a loan of money under pijetense of a 
ttck mother, borrowed a valuable horse, and absconded to 
Texas. Brother Ckllis took the matter, however, veiy 
patiently, would suffer no pursuit, and did not change his 
inonied operations in the slightest manner. In due course 
of time a dying message of repentance made its way 
back, and John Callis felt no further regret at the circum- 
stance, than that the young man had not repented toward 
God as heartily as toward his fellow-worm. It was his 
doctrine through life, that the deceiver has always a harder 
bargain in evil transactions than the deceived; for he 
stands as upon the point of a sharp instrument, that if it 
does not pierce his conscience at the time, will assuredly 
do so in his dying hours. In connection with his habit of 
making small loans, he became the repository of such sums 
of money as his neighbors from time to time had accumu* 
lated. It has long been a matter of observation, that the 
poor spend their money as fast as they earn it, hecofum 
ikey hcfioe no &rf4 plaoe to bsep it in. Brother Oallifli to 
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encourage the practice of laying up small sums, took 
charge of them at the request of his poorer neighbors, and 
gave them ten per cent., — not that he had any use for the 
fimds, much less any that would justify so large an inter 
est, but to convince that class of persons how &st their 
hoards will accumulate, and how speedily they can pro- 
vide in this manner against a rainy day. The idea, as the 
reader will readily see, is that of the Savings' Bank Sys- 
tem, but upon a more limited scale. It was a most forto* 
nate operation in the hands of John Callis, especially to 
a large Irish population that lived near him, whose habits 
of improvidence and extravagance were quite conquered 
by the practical display of ten per c&rU. €te(nimulaiU(>fUy 
and soon there was scarcely man, woman or child, but 
what held John's certificate far moneys in haaik. 

One more feature, and we close this chapter. In all 
his plans for the benefit and improvement of others, he 
was never idle in increasing his own intellectual stock. 
Having been educated according to the false standard of 
a former (we must add also of a latter) day, that £EinnerB 
need less instruction than others, he was led by experience 
to reverse the adage, and he governed himself accordingly. 
He kept up with the progress of the age in all his agricul- 
tural operations; used improved tools, improved seeds, 
improved breeds and improved ways; followed the path- 
way marked out for him by his correspondent Skinner — 
(poor Skinner I would that he could have taken some road 
to wealth, who was so fortunate in directing others 1) — and 
made his grounds so &r to exceed his neighbors' in pro- 
ductiveness, that they were provoked by a spirit of emu- 
lation to do better. 

This soon led to an Agricultural Society, one of the 
few still sustained, and so prominent were the advantages 
of this improved course, that, although but few could be 
brought up to the elevated standard set for them, yet few 
returned to the exploded theories and wasteful husbandry 
of the past. 

Bead this chapter the second time, dear reader! *It is 
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B hiBtoxy of FreemasoDiy, diyested of its emblema, yoked 
to the wagon of every-daj life, and made to do good 
9erviee toman/ 



CHAPTER m. 

«• AbofftaO thlBff, let at hAva taadwMM of blMd; ud It 1# jrit too Uttl* Mt to km 
i^Mt we proit one uiotber. We aie to reliere the dittretted, to init tbe wanderer into 
kit waj, aad to divide oar bread with the haagry.**— 8ciuioa. 

Wb would not fear disgusting the reader with ^ese 
details, even though we were to extend them tenfold. 

When an infant is first brought to light in this sad 
world of ours, the thoughtful friend, looking at its feeble- 
ness, and viewing its possible destiny for gigantic good or 
evil, may well make certain speculations or inquiries con- 
cerning it. Those who, under Providence, are to be its 
conductors through the first stages of its career, are ex- 
pected to vouch for it, that it will not prove a burden to 
community or a nuisance to society. At the three prin- 
cipal stations of life the individual will do well to pause, 
of his own free will and accord, and listen if, in fancy at 
least, like questions are not now propounded to him as at 
the door of his entrance. But, now that he has taken his 
destiny into his own hands, it will be well for him if he 
can return like answers.* For, if not — ^if his day of life 
has been idly spent, and the shades of evening fall upon 
a seared conscience and a blighted heart — ^how will he 
be able to reply to that additional question so solemnly to 
be propounded to him at the judgment bar, ^'WAencs 
oomest a/ad whither gomgV^ If his journey has been 
one of vanity and error, if his talents have been hidden 
and his time misspent, it will be too late then to recede. 
No order to retwm to tJie place wTience Tie cwme^ cmd reap- 
proacTi in a proper Tncmner^ can be anticipated r Nulla 
reirorewm will be the dictum then. But if the work of 
life has been well done, if by faith in the Lion of the 

^ Than leemfl to be aa enlAigement of Hub idea in tlie modo of spoBion in 
b^ption adopted in the ^pboopal Church. The enlightened eraftemaa will 
nadily nnderftand ns. 
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tribe of Jadah the comnption of an evil heart has been 
eonquered, the craflaman may sit him down in old age 
quietly and make known his wishes for translation to 
glory in constant prayer, and wait till the Worshipfdl 
Master in heaven is infinrmed of his request 

Bnt we mnst resume omr detail of the domestic habits 
of brother Oallis* The every-day life of a man is an 
index to his character, more reliable than a few great 
victiy or public merits, possibly only trumped up for 
show. 

A clock-work regularity, not oppressive but fiu^ile, pe^ 
vaded everything within and without doors. Each inmate 
of the household fell into this so naturally that the results 
of long and unwearied drilling seemed rather the effect 
of personal choice. Nothing was done out of place nor 
out of time ; it being considered, in general, as much an 
infringement of good discipline to do work out of time as 
to leave it undone. This he referred to the principle em- 
braced in one of the bye-laws of his Lodge, requiring 
that body to convene exactly at the specified hour. Each 
out-building upon the premises was numbered and had a 
catalogue posted upon the door of the articles of domestic 
economy stored within. Every member of the family 
who could read was furnished with a written chaige ot 
daUy duties, and, as each kept a journal of daily pe^ 
formances for weekly exhibition, it was easy to trace any 
flaw or defect to its proper source. In all this, the model 
of imitation was the building of King Solomon's temple, 
as we have it in die written Word and tradition : '^ There 
was not the sound of ax, hammer, or metal tool heard** 
during the erection of that edifice, unequaled for beauty 
and perfection. We were particularly struck with the 
manner in which Freemasonry was interwoven with his 
family devotion. After the reading of a chapter, by one 
of his aged domestics, from ^^ the Mason's guide of faith 
and practice, the Holy Scriptmres," the patriarch himself 
opened the book of Ancient charges of the Masonic 
Order, an old edition of 1722 or thereabouts, and read 



variouB passages from that as a eomment upon the other. 
Then risiiig, he addressed the Throne of Mercy in straixui 
that denoted great earnestness and devotion. Eveiy inV 
ject of general or special interest passed nnder hk notioa ; 
bnt it was with great propriety that, in the eondnsion tf 
his petitions, he prayed for '^Master IfasonSy whereT^ 
dispersed round the globe,'' that ^' they might nndttttaai 
their tmst, and be £uthful to their tmst; thai the htimaia 
inng inflnences of the Order might be largely extended 
into the benighted comers of the earth, and that eaak 
Masonic Lodge might be a great moral eenter, vadialiiif 
peace and love." 

The fSeunily having retired, we were entertained with 
some details of brother Callis's views upon the origiBi 
history, and principles of Freemaeonxy. In teeallitif 
them, partly from memory, partly from notes, we shaU 
have regard only to that coBnectian of the subject whioh 
will serve to avoid monotony. 

As a basis for his historical views of Masonry he had 
committed to memory many hundred biographioal and 
other dates, of which the following will serve as specimena : 

Isaiah wrote B. C. 760; Daniel, 607; Ha^, SSO; 
JHabakknk, 628. 

French Eite of Masonry established A. D. 1786. 

Earl of St. Alban, G. M., A. D. 1663. 

Lodges of Adoption established A. D. 1774. 

Tower of Babel built B. 0. 1776. 

First B. A. Chapter in America, at Hartford, Csim., 
A. D. 1778. 

Gen. G. E. A. C, of U. S., established A. D. 1806. 

Book of Constitutions compiled A. D. 1723. 

Prince Edwin summoned me Masons to York 926. 

Grand Lodge of France established 1766. 

First Grand Lodge in IT. 8., 1738. 

Lodge of Herodim, 1768. 

Eling Solomon's Temple commenced B. C. 1012. 

Order of Knights Templar established A. D. 1118. 

Bull of Pope Clement fulminated against Masonry 
1788. 

Masonic Persecutions in Holland, 1785. 

Grand Lodge of Mexico established ISSf • 

15 
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80 many chronological points being fixed in his mem 
017 gave him great facilities for explaining passages of 
history which refer to the Bojal Art. Further upon this 
subject we will hear his own words: ^^ I commenced my 
Masonic studies under the conviction that eveiything in 
Freemasonry may be made practical, and that, too, to 
the most ordinary mind. That was my point of depart- 
ure, from which I have logged^ as the sailors call it, the 
whole journey. It seemed to me that this nmst he trae^ 
from the &ct that our Order originated with worhmg 
men,^ and was, for thousands of years, a worhmg society. 
Well, when I got this notion fairly into my head, I began, 
on a smaU scale, to practice it. One of the cardinal vir- 
tues. Prudence, cautioned me to do nothing rashly, but to 
follow Temperanee in all things; while Jvstioe certified 
me that I could not demand of my children and domes- 
tics a strict Masonic regularity till I had first drilled them 
upon Masonic principles ; and, having undertaken this, in 
spite of considerable opposition, I went through it with 
ForinJt/ade; so there were my cardinal virtues all in fall 
practice. Brofherly Love grew rapidly out of my ardent 
desire to serve God by doing good on earth. The readi- 
est mode of doing it was by BeUef; and, after laying a 
certain portion of my time and income at the feet of the 
Bedeemer, for his service, I remembered the fate of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, and performed my vows in Truth, 
Fmth in Ood was my motto from the beginning ; JSope 
in Immortality my anticipation of reward; Charity^ or 
Zove to mem my ardent desire. A division of time wss 
one of my most successful measures ; a division of labor 
the next. 

Among my children and servants, I sought for those 
who appeared by nature to be qualified for particular 
duties, and, when I found them, I set them rigidly to per- 
form those duties. As fast as I established a new prin- 
ciple in my family government, I raised its symbol either 
in painting or sculpture, so that all could see it, and I 
then explained the meaning to them. This was of much 
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ftdvantage, serving not only to remind them of &e duty, 
but to admonish them of the punishment jnstly doe them 
for its neglect." 

Interrupting him here, we inquired, if he thonght that 
the explanation of our symbols could be propeily given 
to those who were not initiated into the Order. ^^The 
interpretation of Masonic symbols," he answered, ^ walks 
neither barefoot nor shod. In one sense, it is open to the 
world, and would that all the world clearly understood iti 
But there is a mystical or second sense, not contradiotoiy 
to the first, but extending further within the vail, whicdi 
is limited to the craft. I should say to a portion of the 
craft; for how few make the subject their study, so as to 
arrive at this sweet kernel 1 There is enough, even in the 
former, to make Freemasonry what it daims to be, a uni- 
versal Icmgucye. But in the latter lies ih<U which gives 
the zest to the discoveries of a zealous brother. And this 
leads me to say that I have but a moderate opinion of 
Masonic lecturers in the mass. I have scarcely found 
one, in all my acquaintance, who had dug below this 
superficial stratum of which I spoke. Instead of bring- 
ing out those elegant and essential truths which lie under- 
neath, and fill the veins, and make up the wealth of Ma- 
soniy, they are engaged, from year to year, in an exhibi- 
tion of the mere work; and, for the most part, have but 
little to teach, save a sort of memorized lectures, that, 
with Dr. Oliver, I attribute to a date less than a century 
back, and which I know to be highly unsatis&ctory to an 
ardent mind. This is the species of pa/not Masawry 
palmed upon us of late years, which renders it so difficult 
for the initiate to distinguish between essentials and non- 
essentials. Brother Mackie, in his Lexicon of Freema- 
sonry, has elegantly said that^^^ the Worshipful Master of a 
Lodge should have nothing to learn." How much more 
properly may this be applied to a lecturer, who is to in- 
struct the Worshipful Master ! All Masonic law should be 
at his tongue's end. Every mooted question, every doubt- 
ful rendering, every double symbol should be so famili a r 
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to faim that be can never be at a loss to give the best 
veeaivMl ezpoaitioii extant, and, what is quite as neces- 
sary in regard to a mooted point, to gvoe hath side». 

If Ffeemascmry is nniyeieal, tmohangeable, and a thing 
ia» aiU tiir|e-T{and the more I examine it the better I 
become satisfied that it is) — -it oertainly eannot consist in 
a fenn of questions and answers^ giyen in a different wMm- 
»er m eveiy eonntvy of the worlds This voold be te 
redooa it to the kW of theae modem societies vhose 
qribsve of opemtions is eonfined to a nanrow field. I 
vonld, indeed, pay due attention to the ritual of the 
(Mev, and girato tiie lecturea their proper place, far liponn's 
sake, bii,t my great aim as a Kasonic lecturer, would be 
to l»ing out tbe prineiples, displiqr the landn^acb, and te 
psler all ^ disputed points to their legitimate and acknoiw- 
ledged standard." We asked him what standard could 
he^ find to settle mooted points in Masonic practioel ^'Jj^ 
dubitably, the building of King Splcmion's Temple^ a» 
tradition haa handed it down to us. Any questioi^ which 
eannot be referred to some detail of that magnificent 
structure, is, in my opinion, not a subject of debate/' 
But if the veoMia 2ueeium(98 o{ Masonry can be thus easily 
settled, why have we so many of them? and how is it that 
tjie minds oS the craft are so divided ? ^^For tl:^ reasons 
just advance^. Our lecturers are superficial, n<^ radicsl. 
Since the Science has been taught as a thing of words, 
these traditions hav^ lain dormant^ and instead of being 
held up 1^ the true standard of opinion, we have the opin- 
ions of some Grand Lecturer offered us for a standard!" 

m 

And here Brother Oallia specified a variety of topics on 
which lecturers are divided, and proved how each diffi- 
culty may be solved by applying it to the standard refer- 
led to. ^^ Wove there not some Plumb, Square and Level 
of tbifl sort, to prove the angles and positions of our work^ 
all our operations now-a-days would be at random. The 
djssigner being long since deceased, and no designs drawn 
upon the Trestle-board^ whereby the workmen can labor, 
all tbe businesa of the Teniple-building would stop, and 
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the 6i«ft Ikll kto umtoaion. But the Spirit that deeoended 
into the Sanctum Sanctorom, and occupied it, has not kft 
ibid important matter to the conflicting and flnctnatiiig 
opinions of men." Becalling a remark made a few 
minntea before^ abont modem affiliated sooietiea^ we aaked 
has opinion concerning the two or three that haTe ooln^ 
ont so prominently belbre the public in the laatthurly 
Tears. ** I confess myself nnable,'' he refdied, ^^ to site tl»a 
Advantages whidi have been anticipated from the&ei* 
Mind, now, X refer to the mJlUaied feakire ; that whieb 
brings them nnder the dass of secret so&ieUea. If TreA^ 
ttasonrjr is what we claim for it,'-Hm ancient und fmfe$^ 
ijfetem qfmcriiU^ ^ymdoMsMi^I cannot conceiye how these 
modem Institations, profbssedly modeled on the Ifasontie 
pattern, and without any of the prestige of antiqnity^ diy- 
ttity of origiA, or unirersality of aim, can supply any place 
fliat we have failed lo ocenpy. Omriosity may be graliF* 
fled; the mass may be £ratemized, by open doors and easy 
means of initiation ; a taste for idiow may be ciditiTated 
by costly regalia; nay, certain rirtnes, each one in itself 
piMdinent, may foor a time be patronized by the spread of 
these associations, and much good be temporarily efleeted 
thereby, but I greatly question whether any one of tbens 
now existing will last as* longy or effect as much, as several 
of those which spnmg np in the eighteenth centoxy, aad 
promised for a time to supersede the Boyal Art itself. 
Howerer, I woald not be thevght mndutritable in jndg* 
ment By becoming a member of every affiliated iodeitj 
in the State, I hio^e proved my desire to get ]ii^t^ 'Bf 
continuing my membership, and i>aying my stated dnes> i 
give eyid^ice that I think Aey are all doing good. But 
I cmididly avow^ tliat I have not found A single virtne or 
principle in any one of them that ww not already appro^ 
priated as some block, beam or pillar, in the stmotore of 
speculative Masonry. 

^^ As soon as I became of lawful age I married. Ood 
hvored me, as he had hrrcmd his serrant of old^ wMi • 
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wife of liiB own selection, and I embraced the best woman 
that ever comforted man's heart. In times of bnainess 
difScnltieB ; in the hours of mental depression ; in times 
of familj distress; or in the days when the light of His 
eonntenanoe was withdrawn fi^m me — I had only to go 
to her aa to an ezhaustless fountain of sympathy. I can 
give jou no better description, in a single word, than to 
say Ikat she was an "Electa" in sincerity, hospitality and 
patience ; never petulant under any accumulation of trial; 
never discouraged by any weight of disappointment. 
Well, like the flowers of earth, she drooped when the 
summer was past, and died. I stood by her- oofSn, covered 
m it was by the emblem of innocence (for I would not 
allow die hopeless Hack to be laid upon it), and I prepared 
myself to take a last look. The hour was one of unmiti- 
gated anguish. There had never been a harsh word or an 
unkind look between us. I mourned not for her, but for 
myself and my children. Where should I look for com- 
fort I It seemed to me that my religion, precious as it had 
been to me in other times, fell short of a scene like this. 
Ordering the iioom to be cleared, and drawing a chair 
near to the marble form of my departed love, I leaned for- 
ward, my right hand resting upon the Holy Bible, which 
lay upon the coffin, and went into profound thought. All 
before me was lonely and cheerless. When death breaks 
the tie tiiat has long bound an aged pair together, there 
is no common pang for him who is left to walk solitary 
over the earth. Time cannot soften the sorrow for his 
irreparable loss. Circumstances, those l^eralds of hope to 
the young, offer him no hope. 

^'Thus I reflected, and my sighs and tears spoke aloud 
of my heart's deep anguish. I turned me earnestly, 
groaningly, to religion. My departed love was doubtless 
in heaven : great joy to her ; but my selfish heart refiised 
to find comfort in that. What shoi:dd / do without hert 
whither look I whither go I Nay, though I should soon 
rejoin her, as I humbly trusted, and do always trust, yet 
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only in a Bpiritoalized form could we meet, and I asked 
myself, with the poet, 

*How ihall Ihnam iIm in the iphere that keeps, 
ISm diwmbodied ipiritg of the dond?' 

"The thought distracted me. For the moment I conld 
almost wish for annihilation both to her and me. I mur- 
mured at the providence that had separated ns, at the 
scanty hope that awaited ns. 

" Then another thought possessed me. I turned to Ft6&- 
masomry. I revolved its signs and symbols in my mind 
for something that might confirm me in my weak fedth. 
One by one I conned them over. FortUibde I that was 
weak here; it is but the strength of a lyro, an apprentice 
in the a£Eaiis of life, and I demanded something loftier. 
Science! it was weak here; though it might elevate a 
lellow-craft in the scale of intellectuality, my soul found 
it barren in this mighty grief of mine. Further and fur- 
ther into the temple I advanced, scanning the pillars, esti^ 
mating the diversified pavement, numbering the steps, 
admiring the columns, reading golden sentences in eadi 
emblem, but yet passing unsatisfied still onward, UAtil in 
the very sanctum sanctorum I stood, and what think ye 
I found? Ah, joy I here was the desired emblem I b- 
volved within it, as the germ lies within the rose-leaf, was 
a living truthi Now we aJiould meet agaim^ cmdfaoe to 
face. Not in some unaccustomed guise, though far more 
glorious, but with the ca8tK)ff tenement refitted and per- 
fected. For in that striking emblem, the last of a matoh« 
less zodiac, I read, that ' although after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet m m/y flesh shall I see Gk)d ; whom 
I shall see for myself, and mme eyes ehoXL behold^ and not 
another P 

"Through that emblem I could recall the solemn scene, 
wherein, after earthly strength and wisdom fail, after a 
series of discouragements enough to sink the heart of man 
into profoundest despair, strength is found in the Star of 
Israel, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, which ahaU jprevail^ 
and the body shall be raised. Here my sad heart found 
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h^fi^ FtV) be our dost hidden, whereyer circoiBstanceft 
may cast it, the eye of Gtod shall mark its place, and one 
atom of it shall not be lost. ^In that symbol,' — pointing 
to one, elegantly painted, above ns, — ^'in that symbol the 
^^)»S8ion Uf life and immortality brought to light in tiie 
g(«pel;' and to this my heart, at l^at hour, was ixresiBtibly 
•ttneted. Kow I could raise my head from its drooping. 
I withdrew my hand from its position, and raiaing it te 
Seaven, while my left hand supported the Holy Book, 
ibnntain of all my hopes; my swelling heart gladly 
aob^wledged this dear revelation. So, after ii^printing 
% llkst Ipss on the pallid lips of her, with whom I had 
ip^t so many happy years, I resigned her with oheerfuV 
nepiq to the dead leyel of the grave, feeling assured that 
I ^Quld one day witness her resurreotiou* Since that 
peiaod I have never had one painful thought upon this 
s^lgect.'' 

We make no question but what some who read this 
oketeh, will eount our Brotl^er a Masonic enthusiast, and 
mu^be draw unfavorable conclusiona concerning his intel- 
lect. But this would be renk injustice. ^^Out of the 
Hbl^undance of the heart, the mouth speaketh." Those 
who have observed the votary of Mars to talk of battles, 
%ad martial arta and aims, and the sailor to speak of noth- 
ing so delightedly as the scenes of the sea, and tibe man 
ef soience of his discoveries, and the fiEirmer of his grounds, 
s)u)pld allow tiie same privilege to one whose heart is in 
t)ie eause of Masonry. If not weakness nor egotism in 
tfaete) it ia not in this^ 

There wei^ only two tunes that John CaUis delighted 
Ipi heais cme, tAe Freemason^a MwtoK; the other, that fine 
air of Handel's, TIwoaXL thy Bosom, So it was with many 
of the Bamor matters of life, and he smilingly ctmfeesed 
to US that he had been made the victim of several amusing 
4eeeptioBii, owing to his Masonio garb, that he would not 
yatoff. 

We need scarcely inform ike reader, that it waa his 
Invariable piMtiee to prefer Fieemaaons in all nsattsn 
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of trade or employment, other things being eqnal. Hue 
eoOTBe he thought yindicated itself to every enlightimed 
brother. In making pnrchaaes of goods, in employing 
an orerseer, in taking passage on a steamboat, in selecting 
a public house, in voting for a candidate, in making dona- 
tiiHis to distressed objects, in ree<Hnmending applicants to 
the charity of others ; in short, in the complicated maehinp 
ery of human transactions, this principle prevailed mih 
John QaHis, never to the exclusion of worthy non-masoos, 
but to the preference of a brother when there was a choice. 
^Even church members," he argued, ^^made a practioQ 
of this; the discipline of the Methodist Church expressly 
enjoins it; strange then that the membeis q{ an affiliated 
society, should hesitate about it. No well-informed Mason 
need to doubt what is hid duty in the matter." 

We retired to rest at his standard hour, nothing but 
urgent necessity being allowed to interfere with that, and 
in the morning resumed our journey, with a glow of pleas- 
ant satis&ction to find FremuMoriTy made easy in the life 
of this good man. The badge of a Mason had been worn 
by him tot so many years that it had become the habit 
of nature. Whether kneeling before God, or standing 
orect before a gaidug world, or stepping off upon the foot 
of duty, this man, freebom to all that is noble, gave assur- 
ances at this latter end of his life, that he had kept invio- 
late the obligations which he took upon himself at the 
very commencement of his career; and which, clearly, 
had not interfered with any duty he owed to Gk)d, his 
neighbor, or himself. How appropriately was such as 
he, presented with the Lambskin, who so well understood 
the length and strength of the Gable Tow. 

Upon our departure, after a substantial iHreakfaet, he 
mounted his old horse^ his companion in many a benevo- 
lent ramble, of former days, and as we arrived at a cool 
sfMring a lew miles upon the road^ we seated ourselves in^ 
company, and took a fiurewell conversation. In reply to 
my question, what Masonic duly he piued the highesti 
he anawiBred, iTiMMi^ Thak ia UliMtrated to my mind bj 
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out striking syctibol, the Cable Tow. Keyer to wrong a 
Mason, nor a Lodge, is equivalent to being honest to all 
men; for no person can be stricily honest to one, or to 
one set, or to one association, unless he has ^^the root of 
the matter ^' in himself. Yet they told ns, in 1828, that aU 
onr morality was wrapped np in this, to be honest to one 
another. One of them, a big fellow in their ranks he was 
too, came to my house expressly to oorvoert me I Bnt I 
answered him by saying, that not to wrong a Lodge is not 
to violate its principles, and that is equivalent to obeying 
all the precepts of the Bible ; so that I was glad to find we 
were agreed on our great Masonic principle, at any rate. 
^'We are now, my dear brother, to part, probably to 
meet no more on earthly ground. Your journey of life 
is but just begun; my journey, in a higher sphere, is 
about to commence. You have walked to the east but a 
little while; my pathway has been over many a moun- 
tain and valley, and I begin to feel the. bottom of the 
river, and it is good. A new glory will shortly be ush- 
ered in, and then I shall better understand the purpose 
for which I have lived so long. Before we part listen to 
an incident of my life, which will serve as a foil answer 
to the inquiry you just made of me. And should you, at 
any future time, stand at the trnthing qf the aoale^ as I 
did, you will realize the benefits of this principle." 



OHAPTEE IV. 

M]t ikal to clfw uto FM la ttoft tow wtot y ttoll nw* 

^^It happened,'' said brother Gallis, ^^but a few months 
after I was raised to the Master's degree, that a serious and 
unexpected misfortune befell me in my pecimiary affidis. 
It would be of no interest to you to be told its origin or 
the circumstances connected with it. It is enough that it 
was a serious afEJEur and threatened to involve the loss, not 
only of all the proper^ I possessed, but also that of sev- 
eral orphans whieh had been intrusted to my keeping l^ 
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order of coart. For a wUIe I made no mention of tlie 
matter, bnt looked cantionslj about me for a door of 
escape. The public had no intimation of it; for, from 
motiyes of policy, I had thought beet to hold it back ae 
long as possible. You know how a man will act under 
such circumstances. He will delay, and delay, and 
shuffle it on a little further, in hopes that some unex- 
pected good fortune will turn up, he knows not what. 
I actually < caught myself dreaming, sometimes, that I 
should find a bag of silver, or a gold mine, or something 
of the sort, that would pay the whole debt in a ji%l 
Yet the end of the year was drawing nigh, when the 
year's debts were all to be provided ior; and several 
thousands would be demanded of me on New-Year's 
day, where I was only prepared with hundreds. 

"Miserable days and sleepless nights— what sufferings 
ye brought me I Why will these worms of the dust thus 
fret out their little life for such trivial matters ? My be- 
loved wife endeavored in vain to win f ronf me the secret 
of my uneasiness. For the first and last time in my life, 
I sea^d my lips to the partner of my bosom; and the 
few hints which I incautiously threw out, so far from sat- 
isfying her mind, only rendered her more unhhappy — 
unhappy in a double sense ; because she saw that I was 
so; again, because I seemed to think her unworthy of my 
confidence. Later experience in life has convinced me 
that it is both cruelty and weakness to conceal pecuniary 
difficulties in this way. The wife has a right to know 
what is impending; for who, more than she, needs time 
to brace up her mind against it? And it is certainly an 
evidence df weakness to hide it from her ; for it must 
come' to her at last; and who so competent to break it 
gently to her mind as he whom fortune has involved in 
the. same difficulty.. Misfortune has no Masonic secrets 
in which woman may not share. But to return. 

" My neighbors readily saw that I was in some sort of 
distress ; but, as no one dreamed of my pecuniary embaiv 
lassments — ^my property appearing ample, and my bun* 
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nesB calcnlatioiiB haying been keretofbre made with great 
deliberation — it was put to the charge of ill health, and 
passed off as sneh. There are mantha in which we live 
pears. There are seasons when every hoar is fraught 
with nneasiness, and the mental strength, most needed <» 
such occasions, is frittered away in raiji schemes for 
release ot forgetfolness. So it was with me. The month 
of October arrived — ^too near the close of the year for 
farther procrastination — ^and I began to contemplate my 
approaching min with fear&l distinctness. I commenced 
preparing a schedule of property, contemplating, on l!^ew- 
Year's day, to place it in the hands of trostees for eqjaSr 
table disliibatioa among my creditors. While thne eife 
gaged, a gentleman called npon me to ask my advice 
in pointing ont and valuing some wild lands in the vicin- 
ity, which he wished to purchase. Olad at any oppor 
tnnity to escape from my disagreeable task, and my more 
disagreeable thoughts, I took my horse, and, after riding 
over the landb with him, I proposed & week's excursion 
farther out, proffering to show him more valuable, unoc- 
cupied tracts than those he had seen. This offer he gladly 
accepted. His name was Walcott. He was a native of 
Massachusetts, and, as I afterward discovered, an enthu- 
siastic Mason. He was remarkably reserved in his man- 
ner. It was not till we became somewhat intimate thai 
he imparted to me the following particulars of his life. 
When quite a young man, he was engaged in marriage to 
one with whom he had been acquainted from boyhood. 
The marriage-day was set. The pajrties were idready 
upon those familiar tenns comprehended in New England 
by the expression, ' enoaobd.' A sailing ezcifrsion upon 
one of the lovely inland lakes of Massachusetts termi- 
nated in an accident which cost seveial of the party their 
lives, and, among the rest, his betrothed. From that 
hoar, Walcott, who had not remitted his ezertiona to 
save her, till she sank to the bottom, sensdess, became 
a moody, reserved man, not misanthropic, but eeeantria 
particularly so in his aftfeadhments. As an instaiB4>e at 
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ibis, I have obseired him in company with men for a 
whole day, not nttering a word, except briefly in the way 
<^ reply. At other times, he would single oat soauB 
ehain-oanier, and make him a subject for conyersatiGa. 
Bat to Ma8<ms, and upon the subject of IVeemasoniy, his 
heart was ever ready to open affectionately. He observed 
to me, there was no place, to a lonely man like him, which 
seemed like home, but Hie Lodge ; there was no person 
who appeared like a brother, save a Mason. 

^TaUdng of the Ord^ , its principles, prepress and devel- 
opments, he would never weary, though night ran into 
day, while he expatiated. And when he found that I had 
but lately entered the Fratemily, and was eager to im- 
prove — although ignorant as a cldld — (for, to tell the truth, 
our Lodges, in those days, were very ignorant in eveiy- 
thing save the ritual, and too much so in that) — ^he exerted 
himself to instruct me. It was from him that I learned 
the things which have been most valuable to me in my 
Masoaie oareer. He bad traveled much, and visited many 
foreign countries, with the view to investigate this single 
subject. He had seen the Order as well in its vigor of 
operations as where it languished in obscurity, or existed, 
as in some parts of Europe^ under the ban of religious and 
eivil persecution. From him, I first received the true 
exposition of that secret language of signs, or marks, 
much in vogue among foreign brothers, so erroneously laid 
down in AUyn's Exposition, and so foolishly ascribed to 
Aaron Burr I From him, also, I gained the true lectures, 
and learned to walk, understandingly, over the Master's 
carpet. 

^^ When the object of our investigations was accomplish- 
ed, he accepted my invitation to remain another week with 
me, and gave me tokens, in all his actions, that he had 
formed a remarkable attachment for me. It Msas neces- 
sary for me to impart to you these fSftcts concerning Mr. 
Walcott, that you might understand what follows. 

*^ When he was about to leave, he, to my great surprise, 
infonned me that he had concluded to purchase the lands 
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we Lad been examining, to the amount of some thirtj 
thousand dollars, and wished me to act as his agent, to 
get the title^eeds, and pay o^er the money. Upon my 
accepting the trust, he counted out the necessary funds 
into my hand, taking only my simple receipt, unattested 
by witnesses, and departed, as he said, for Massachusetts ; 
first, however, enjoining the strictest secresy as to the 
whole transaction. 

^^The very next day the painful intelligence reached me, 
that the boat on which he had embarked had been burnt, 
and every passenger, twenty-two in number, lost either in 
the fire or water. I immediately hastened to the river, 
and spent many days ranging the banks upon both sidsfi, 
examining the sandbars and the river-bottom, and making 
every possible efibrt to discover his body. All was in 
vain. His trunk was found, and delivered to me. It con- 
tained a few articles of clothing, some Masonic books, and 
the identical receipt I had executed for more than thirty 
thousand dollars. Everything conspired to convince me 
that he was dead. I advertised in all the journals of the 
vicinity, and in several of the eastern papers, that Im 
relatives might come forward and receive his effects ; but 
there was no reply. I knew that he had no relativoB 
except distant ones. Public interest soon declined, and 
then ]lfr. Walcott was forgotten. 

^< In the meantime, the beginning of a new year arrived. 
I made an unexpected arrangement, by which my pay- 
ments were postponed five months longer; and this, too, 
witliout exciting any suspicion, on the part of my credit- 
ors, that all was not right in my affairs. Why I thus pro- 
crastinated, I cannot, at this late day, explain; but this 
temporary halting-spell availed me nothing. The fatal 
first of May arrived. My creditors were to call early in 
the evening. The drama was to be wound up, and no one 
yet had dreamed of the embarrassments of my position. 
I retired to my room to deliberate. My Deed of Trust, 
which had lain so long unexecuted, now demanded atten- 
tion. I commenced turning ov^ the papers in my port- 
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folio, to find it. While doing bo, my ejes feU upon a 
soiled and crumpled slip of paper, the receipt from Wal- 
ootids trunks the only existing Toncher that I had ever 
received his funds'. Those fonds had not, of course, been 
applied to the original purpose, nor had I said a word 'to 
any one about their being in my possession, for I was for- 
bidden by himself to do so. Yet, here they were, and 
more than enough to extricate me from all my embarrass- 
menta, and to make me a free man again! like lightning 
thd thought traversed my mind. My dear brother, may 
God spare you from such a moment I Ever, Oh I Gracious 
One, be merciful, and lead us not into temptation I It 
nearly overcame me. I rushed to the door, and locked it, 
trembling in every limb; feeling, and doubtless looking, 
like a murderer, who is seeking to conceal his victim. 
Then I sat down, pale and exhausted, and for a while my 
mind vacillated with inconceivable rapidity. Then I 
walked to and fro violently ; tore up the Draft of Trustee- 
ship; regretted the act the next moment; commenced 
another; bowed down and prayed; my mental faculties 
in the greatest confusion. I will spare you a detail of all 
the absurdities I committed. 

"At last I came to a decision. Blush for me, if you 
will, dear brother; I have blushed for myself a thousand 
times, when I reflected upon it; I resolved to apprcpriate 
the eacred deposit^ <md to dlea/r rnyedf from, vryywmhrcmcee, 
I need not tell you all the arguments I maintained against 
my better nature ; they will readily occur to you. It was 
no part of my intention, I solemnly avow it, to use this 
property as my own. On the contrary, I resolved to make 
my will immediately, so that the heirs, if any ever ap- 
})eared, should be able, some day, to receive their rights, 
*with usury.' 

" As soon as my mind was made up, I became calm, 
though as weak as if I had passed through an attack of 
sickness ; and then I prepared to put my design into exe- 
cution. With this view, I brought out the money from 
the iron chest, in which I had deposited it six montha 
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before. I counted it out into tiie various snma that in a [ 

few hours would be demanded. This being done, I await 
ed in solemn silenoe the coming of my creditors. 

^^And here, now, is the-trinrnph— ^e sugge$ti^i€ in 
uniph of Freemasomy. The turning qf the moU of mj 
life now depended upon a grain of dnat All that I had 
ever done; all that was laid oat for me in the future, by 
the Divine Designer; the happiness of my family; my 
own nsefolness in society; all, all was placed wimrea 
Ireath catdd displaoe it. 

^^For as I leaned back in my seal, and closed my eyes, 
the thought occurred to me in a phrase of fire, / icas 
pledged to deal hoTieetly ly fny Brother Mqfofirt It 
electarifled mel I sprang from my seat in horror 1 Where 
was It What had I done? Was it too late? Cbuldthe 
mischief be recaUedf — The rery last lecture that Walcott 
had given me, the parting words, prophetic as they now 
appeared to my mind, related to this subject, Honeetyy 
the grand QMe Tom of the Jratermfy. Gould he have 
been aware of my embarrassments, and placed this sum 
in my hands to prove met Alas! how had the fine gold 
become dimmed? How had I fallen? How should I 
ever dare again to look an honest man in the face ? — ^But, 
it was not yet too latet The die was not cast; for Free- 
masonry herself, fair vision, had hovered over me, and 
dropped this good thought, in due season, to save me — ^ deal 
honestly by thy Brother!' I seemed to hear those parting 
words in which he recapitulated, in his most beautiful 
and impressive style, all the bearings of this great subjeol 

^^It was enough. I was saved. All my good powers, 
only dormant, not dead, were awakened into action. The 
combination of selfishness and policy that had so well 
nigh overcome me, was overcome; and I stood once more 
in the might of manhood and Masonry, determined to let 
God rtde my affaire^ and to do what was right. From 
that moment my mind was irrevocably fixed. My first 
action was, of course, to restore the money to the chest 
Then I drew a second draft of the Deed of IVnst, executed 



it l)efoTe wit&efisee, and sent k to town to be reoofdad 
Kow, it was time that mj long silence to mj dear wiioi 
should be broken, and I informed her, but with great 
mental trepidation, of all that had been done, and hew 
we must leave our happy home to b^in the world aae#. 
Yam fears I She reoeiyed the tidings withoiEt a U£^i 
she only diided me for mj unldndiiesa in keeping her so 
long in ignorance, and kissed away my doabts. Thttn^ 
with a smile that an angel might covet, she dedaMd isi 
foere yet rioh^ very richy for we had one another's lovel 
and hand in haiid we would go, as our &st parents did^ 
and all would be well with tis. I cannot reeoSect any 
more, except that I wept like a child, while she thvs 
played tlie man ovet my weakness. 

*^So the day passed ot while we waited fbr the enMli- 
tors, who were hotoiy expected/ But now, I pray you^ 
sDiark the providence of OodI Borne delay, in the ftllimg 
in of a bridge, hindered their coming until the next mom* 
ing. And then, before those dreaded guests aiviv^, 
there came one, who, of all the living or dead, was leaat 
looked for, even Archib<dd Walcott faimsel^the lost one 
found! 

After our astonishment, not unmixed with awe, wai 
over, he informed us that he had been almost miracu- 
lously preserved, in the burning of the boat, by lashii^ 
himself to a box, and floating for a long distiance dewa 
the river. Upon landing, and finding that the receipt I 
had given him, was lost m his trunk, he concluded, in 
one of his fits of waywardness, to make trial of my 
Masonic integrity, by leaving me free to act as I would 
with his money. He had returned to the vieinitj^ rtf my 
residenoe, but kept himsdf concealed from me, and now, 
being fully satisfied, he had come back to claim tlie deposit. 

^ With what a gush of pleasurable emoticms I restored 
it to his hands, none can teB. But imagine my surprise 
when he said that he had become Cbgnizant of my peeti* 
niary embarrassments, and that it was now his requMl 
that I should borrow of him the sum of thirty OnMiittBl 
16 
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dollan, on an annual ktterest, for ten jeam, and apply 
a raffidencj of it to clear myself of embamesments f 
Fnrthermore, as this was a small part of his means, he 
shonld ask me to carry ont his original plan of land por- 
dhases, for which he wonld place other fimds in my 
jiands. And^ to crown the whole, he added, that, as 
henceforward he shoold ccmsider my interest his, I wiu at 
liberty to draiw upon him in all my business operations, 
aad that my drafts shonld bednly honored. 
: ^^Henceforward my way of life was smooth* God 
smiled upon me in all my tomings, my goings out, and 
my comings in. Long ere tjie ten yean expired I had 
eleared myself of embarrassment, and was again well to 
do in the world, with experience to warn me, with ready 
finger, against all rash speculations. 

'^ My bene&^tor di^d in my arms, leaving me a legacy. 
The world, that had forgotten my narrow escape from 
rain, gave me credit-^&r too much credit-^(»r th^ pos- 
session of every virtoe; and yon have seen how Masonic 
theory, aided by Masonic practice, has crowned my life 
with blessings. 

^^ And now, dear and friendly brother, fiu^well I May 
the blessings of the Snpreme Grand Master crown your 
life with goodness, length of days, and a comfortable 
departore to the region of light I Eemember that God 
roles; that his laws, though rigid, are just; that these 
laws, as so many parte of the spiritoal temple which we 
are erecting to his honor, are laid down upon the TreBtle> 
Board of his revealed will; that there is a woe pro- 
Xioimced, in this world and in the next, against those who 
violate them ; that honesty, the best policy, even to the 
Oowaa, is to the Freemason a principle, never to be 
broken, noo- to be slighted, nor to be forgotten. Fare- 
well; and i^ in the change of time, strong temptations 
ahould ever beset your path, let my experience weigh 
iq>on your recollection, and^ believe me, that all I am, and 
Ittkve, and expect to be in Hiis world, is the result, under 
God» of one Masonic thought At ^^^iifffHR^^ thesadef^ 



THE BROKEN TESSERA. 
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Whset Philadelphia was about to be eyacoated by the 
British army, under Sir Henrj GUnton, June 18, 1778, 
there was a merchant, one Hnbbard Simpson, laigely en- 
gaged in the sale of English goods, who had become 
highly obnoxious to the American residents, for sup* 
plying the British commander with mercantile facilities 
and with information, that had been used to the detri- 
ment of the American army. 

This man was in high repute with Sir Heniy and his 
immediate predecessor, Lord Howe. From the fcamer 
he now received a notification in time to enable him to 
sell his goods and depart under the protection of the 
British army. 

It was not possible, however, to dispose of so large a 
stodc at short notice. To sell upon a credit was impracti- 
cable, so far as any of the American merchants were con^ 
cemed, and as for those in the tory interests, they were 
not to be trusted. To make a cash sale, in the present 
state of the funds, was impossible. Thus Mr. Simpson 
revolyed the matter in his mind till the very day pre* 
ceding the evacuation. A final notice from Sir Henry 
found him Undecided, sitting in his crowded warehouse, 
soon to be devoted to spoliation and fire by the incense^ 
Americans. 

Now, this man was a member of the Masonic frater- 
nity. Before the breaking out of strife, he had held a 
distinguished place in the provincial Lodges. Although 
his understanding of right and wrong, in the present war, 
differed from that of the majority of his countrymen, yet 
the most zealous patriot could not accuse him of inconsis- 
tency or turpitude. What he had professed to be fkom 
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jronth— a warm loyalist — he still maintained; and this 
U$d led him to adopt the unpopular side in the revolu 
Uooarj stmggle, and to follow the British army, even at 
like expense of a large part of his property. ^ 

As things now stood, he was lijcely to lose more. Al- 
ready he had began to contemplate the idea of throwing 
open the doors and departing, when a rap waa heard 
without, and, in answer to his invitation, an old firittid, 
Mr. Jonas Lee, entered, and asked for a confevence. 

This gwiilemaa, come at so oritical a moment, was a 
person of note in the dty*— one who had suffered more 
tlMia most othfiis for his attachment to liberty — and a 
nalons Mason. 

For tiffee years and upward no intercourae had been 
held between the pair, once fraternally intimate; Hmj 
kad only aoknowiedged each other's acquaintance by a 
nod of recognition when they met in tiie streets. 

The object of the present call was stated in a few 
words. 

*^ My old friend and brother^ I have heard of your ap- 
proaching danger, and am come to ofibr you a service. 
We Save taken opposite sides in polities; but you have 
sustained your choice, like myself, at great sacrifices; 
and, while I can but regret that you are arrayed against 
our common country, I yet respect your honesty of pur- 
pose. Masoniy knows no principle but duty, and this is 
your hour of depression; therefore am I come. My in- 
fluence is now in the ascendant, and I hereby offer it to 
you in brotherly truth. For old time's sake, I will take 
charge of your property, otherwise the spoil of our sol- 
diers, before to-morrow morning, sell it for you at the beet 
time and advantage, and hold the proceeds subject to 
your order." 

The grateftd merchant was profdse with his thanks. 

^^ Kone of that, brother Simpson. My own heart is a 
sufficient reward. You can say all that when we meet 
again. Time presses. You are in immediate and great 
danger." 






A dear sale waa forthwith made of tlie whde property, 
amountiDg to more than fifty thonaand dollars. No docu- 
mentary evidenceB relatiTe to the debt w^e retained by 
Mr. Simpson. Pnidence pointed out this» as the (mly 
course, that promised a successftil result. 

At parting, while yet the boat was waiting at liie pier, 
and the dmms of the American advanced^giiaid were 
eeimding in tiie snborbe of the dty, Mr. Simpson took a 
gold piece fiom his purse, broke it in two parts, and hand* 
ing one to bis noble-hearted fiiend, observed: ^^ Yon and 
I used to debate the pm'pose ci the ancient teiMraf now 
we will make it a practical question. Whoeyer preeenls 
you with this fragment of gold, to him I authorize you to 
render up whatever in your hands belong^ to me. Fare- 
well.^ 

Years rolled by, and Jonas Lee heard no more of his 
old fiiend. With great difficulty, and by the aid of pow- 
erful friends at Head Quarters, he had succeeded in die- 
posing of the property without much loss ; and by a'judi- 
cious use of the money, he had become ricb^ Old age 
then crept upon him. His daily walks about the city 
began to be shortened. The almond-treei|berished« The 
grasshopper began to be a burden, Frojba '^ear to year, 
he drew nearer to his own mansion, and finally confined 
himself within his retired apartment, to #ait fi>r the Bum- 
itioner of all flesh. -' w . 

One day, as be was reclining in the fisflessness of dd 
:igc, with but the Word of God, and die person of }ii$ 
.^ood wife, for companionship, and Ihe voices of his grand- 
children ringing from the next room, in happy harmony, 
he was accosted by a beggarly-looMng young man, who 
prayed a gift of money, ^^for a poor shipwrecked for- 
eigner who had lost his all, and bardy escaped with life 
iteelf.'* 

Jonas Lee was not a person to refuse such a demand. 
He made him a bountiful gift of money, clothes, and kind 
words. But when the foreigner was about to depart, he 
walked up to Mr. Lee's couch, and pressing his hand with 
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thaakfiilnese, he dropped into it a worn and ragged piece 
of metal, and asked him if he would accept that piece of 
gold as a token of a poor beggar's gratitadef 

There was something peculiar in the foreigner's tone, 
which led Mr. Lee to draw ont his spectacles and examine 
the oflSning intendj. What was the surprise of his wife 
to see him rise from his chair, draw a similar firagment 
from his bosom, where it had been suspended bj a ribbon 
for a long time, and applying the pieces together, to hear 
him triumphantly declare: ^'They fit, they fiti the broken 
i0Mera is complete 1 the union is perfect! thank Gh)d, 
thank Qod^ my brother is yet alive P 

The foreigner turned out to be the youngest son of Mr. 
Simpson, who had been shipwrecked, as he stated, to the 
great hazard of his life. Preserving the golden fragment, 
he had landed at Philadelphia, ragged uid poor, charged 
by his frkther with a message to Mr. Lee. Why the 
firmer had so long delayed his claim, does not appear. 
The lustory informs us, however, that he had followed the 
British army through the remainder of the war ; amassed 
a large fortune, by some successful government contracts ; 
gone to England; embarked in extensive speculations 
there; and finally, retiring from business immensely 
wealthy, was made a baronet, for his loyal services. 

His son was received with open arms, and introduced 
into the first circles of Philadelphia. Beport, concerning 
the Mascmic part of the transaction, became public, and 
gave a new impetus to the Order. 

But, when a full account of his stewardship was pre- 
pared by Mr. Lee, and the property, both principal and 
interest, tendered to the young man, the proffer was met 
by a letter fix)m Sir Hubbard Simpson, just received, in 
which he declined receiving a shilling of it, and presented 
it, with his warmest regards, to his old friend and Inothcur, 
Jonaa Lee. 
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" ALL HAIL TO THE MORNING." 

**M«akaew«thB«thUtlM«.'* BaolM.U»]S, 

The dying man lay in his last dream. For seyeral days 
kis mind bad wandered — ^for Judge Leverett was very old, 
and he had seen much trouble, through the latter hidf of 
his life* Therefore, in the ohamben of his imagery, there 
was not anything that was now passing around him, nor 
anything with which the present generation had to do. 
The very hired nurse, whose unconcerned face looked 
down upon him, to mark the present change, felt as muck 
s^pathy for him and his sorrows, as he felt for anything 
that now lived up<m earth. 

Judge Leverett had seen two families grow up by his 
side, weave themselves as threads in tho warp of his exist- 
ence, and then, member by member, &11 away in deaA. 
No child out of nine ; no grandchild out of twoHBOore, was 
left to pen an epitaph for his tombstone. Not that he was 
forsaken in the world. Heirs he had for his vast estat^^- 
greedy expectants — the room below was fall of them — 
and friends, too, as the world goes ; but one true one, on 
whom his soul could rely in this perilous hour of his &te, 
there was not one this side the boundary, Jordan 1 

For several days past, the lower apartments had been 
thus occupied; and fisincy might have likened the com- 
pany waiting there, for death to fling the estate into their 
hands, to a band of wolves, encircling the noble bison, 
bullet-struck, and sta^ering to his final fall. The hard- 
featured nurse had watched over him ; the undertaker and 
the sexton had waited anxiously for a summons to prepare 
him for the grave. But now, it was plain, there would 
be no longer delay. Private messengers were dispatched, 
as by agreement, to all whose interests demanded their 
presence in the hour of his decease; for there was that iu 
his eye, and on his face, that spoke of a speedy dissolution. 

It was night. The residence of the invalid was in the 
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raborbe of a considerable town in '^ir]guiia, nigh to a 
three-etoxy buildiog used by yarioib' associations for a 
place of meeting. The window of one of the larger rooms 
looked directly down upon the sick man^s chamber; and 
to-nighty this warm, sultry night of his death, the sash was 
raiaedi and through the thick curtain, painted with mystio 
Miblems, a flood of light broke, that tq^d of a bipjliaivl 
•ouiM within. i 

The nurse had raised the invalid's head, that he iWght 
dvaw his Yesaaiaing breath more easily; for jiow the room 
was filled with the heirs-at-law, and it behooved the womaa 
to make a display of her attentioDs, in view of the ez- 
fttstad reward. Greedy looks, aad whispers aside, rela- 
tive to the heavy safe, and the mahogany aecretaxy in the 
room, passed from man to man. 

The position in which Judge Leverett was rediningi 
gave him a distinct view of the painted curtain in ths 
laxge bow-window above him. Something there was about 
it, or beyond it, that seemed to draw his attention^ Was 
Uthat the nearness of death bad sharpened his fiaeakies 
of sight or hearing t Who shall knowl 

Bst now, aa his languid eye partially lightened, and his 
ihoa expressed this last gleam of interest,, there came oiifc 
from that open bow-window, as if from a door in heaven, 
the full-voieed ant^eiii^ of a Mason-lodge. And, as the 
Aiodfl of mebdy wei^ hacked up a^a^stained 1^ judi- 
harmony, evecy person present eoitUl distinctly hear 
words: — 



"AH ktU to ilM aaniag tin* bids ai r^o&M; 
Tkn UmfU* atwffairf, lift k%1i cvafy vaio»; 
The d^iflni It Saiihod; our labor !• o'or; 
TIm MWid of tko fftTol ihall ludl u no mort. 
T» the power Almigli^, who ever lies guided, 
The tribei of old Urael, eseltinc their fMw» 
To £Qm who hee goTemed oor heerte vnAvided, 
Let'i lend finrth oor Toioee, to pniee his great neme." 

What the effect of this beautiful stania may have bean 
apon Um avaricious crew thus assembled, would be diffl- 
eoh to onjeetnie ; but upon the veteran himaeilf^ it was 
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eleetiifyiiig. Without aaj aid; without uiy appai«nt 
effort, he raised firet his head, then his whole form, £rom 
tiie arms of the ntuBe. He sat upright. His thin hands 
waved to and fro throuj^ the air, as if to mark the 
fhjthm of the song. His £su)e glowed tdth eagerness^ 
His eyes were strained intensely upward. There was a 
trembling up<xi his lips, as though he would once more 
sing the song of his eaiiier days. like Bunyan, at the 
ekwe of his unmatched allegory, he seemed to say, by his 
ezpresfliTe gase— ^^ which, when I had seen, I wished my^ 
sdf amongst them." 

It was not long. Katnre was too heavily oyertazed, 
and i^esently his nerves were as suddenly unstnmg, never 
to be braced again. But three w(Hrds passed his lips — 
^< the temple's completed I" that was all. As the wordA 
of the last stanza, ^' Almighly Jehovah I descend now — " 
came slowly and solemnly downward to his ears, his spirit 
passed to tiie land where all types are fulfilled; all mys^ 
teries made dear ; all work finally approved or rejected. 
It was but a dying scene ; the close of a man long demit- 
ted from the Order, whose latter days had been spent in 
accumulating the tens of thousands, over which the heirs 
should now growl, and hate each other. But it bears tes- 
timony to that deeply-rooted, almost ineradicable imprea- 
aion, made by the ceremonies of Masonry, upcm the minds 
of h&r votaries. 
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THE THREE BUDS OF THE SWEET BRIEB. 

A TALK OF THB DTING GIRL. 

[Nom IT VBM AuT»».-*TUs tonoUiif Incideai ww raodTed from Uia li^t of 
•n iccomplitlicd BogUsh ladj, hsrsalf the partner of « distiagniihed Maaon, who 
difltinotly reeolleets, In her childhood, seeing the gentleman referred to in the 
•keteh.] 

^ FaRGST you, dearest P and the pathos of the strong 
man's voice was like that of a tender mother, as she 



848 TBB THBBB BUM OF THB BWXBI BBIKB. 



hnshee the moaning of her sick infant to silence; ^^foigel 

you 1" — 

^Naj, my father, I know that my place in your heart 
18 Becore, while that heart renudna above the sod, so eoon 
to cover mine. Desolate you will surely be, ontil we meet 
again in the garden of ddight. Full weU, dear father, I 
know how our souls have been joined, and thine will be ago- 
nized by our separation. Yet, I fear the influence of time 
upon your memory ; although I rejoice that it may assuage 
your grief. I dread the intervention of other thoughts. 
As years roll away, my image will lose its brightness upon 
your memory, and when our re*union comes, as come it 
surely will ; and we stand together once more, safe through 
the Bedoemer's love, you will not recognize me, &ther, as 
you behold me now I" 

" Be not troubled, oh, my daughter, with such thoughts. 
Oalm this dangerous agitation. The fever is consuming 
you, and yon need rest. With this fond kiss, let me com- 
mend you to sleep ;" and he pressed his lips to her cheek 
with a look of such intense love, that it would have been 
pain to Heboid it. 

^^Ko more, my father, leave me no more until you turn 
from the mound that on to-morrow will be heaped above 
me. It is my hour, and I bid you stay. I see them wait- 
ing and beckoning, and they cannot be restrained. A 
moment longer, bright ones, and I come I Father, remem- 
berest thou the hour when my mother departed from 
amongst us, and severed the three-fold cord? Then you 
said you could never forget her. Bememberest thou the 
gleam that flashed over her face; the beaming love in her 
eye 1 Feelest thou yet the last pressure of her faded hand I 
Kay, father, but six years have gone, and yet her features 
are faded from your memory I She reme/mhereth you, for 
she is in a world where change has no influence; bat 
already have her lineaments, beautiful in death, vanished 
from your recollection; and she abideth with you only as 
a formless spirit, the resident of an unknown land. Fa- 
ther, is it not sot" 
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The desolate man hid his face upon the bedside, and 
groaned in exquisite anguish. 

^^And now, dear father, your Helen is called away, 
overborne by one whom she cannot resist. Would that 
the message had embraced us twain! that together we 
might have walked the valley of the shadow of death! 
But I must tread the way alone; and, oh! my father, 
knowing this, said feeling, in my heart of hearts, that we 
shall meet again, I slumbered not through the silent hours 
of the past night, considering how best I might impreas 
my image, as you now behold it, upon your memozy. 
Father, weep not; but hear me. Incline to your beloved 
once more, and hear me." 

The father obeyed her wishes, and, bending over her, 
gazed upon the radiant face which gleamed with feverish 
animation, and set himself carefully to attend the words 
which were so evidently to be her last. 

Helen Broomsgrove was the only child of an intellect- 
ual, highly-educated, but early-stricken mother. Being 
confined, for several years, to her apartnjents, by the dis- 
ease that prematurely snatched her from life, that mother 
had devoted herself with a most affecting attachment to 
the education of her daughter, and with marked success. 
Helen grew up, before the eyes of her fond parents, beau- 
tifdl in mind as in featores and form. Her body, ma* 
tured amidst the bracing breezes of a hilly region, seemed 
to defy the insidious monster that so cruelly preyed upon 
her mother's life. Her tongue, restrained by no artificial 
usages, caroled, like any glen-bird, the rich airs in which 
the refined taste of her parents instructed her. light and 
swift of foot, it was no ordinary vision to see the fair girl 
brushing away the early dews, herself the sweetest bud 
of the morning. Her passion for flowers was touching to 
see. Whether the ordinary forms of pasture and wood- 
land, or the rarer gems of the cliff-side, or the obedient 
train-bands of the garden, Helen cherished them with an 
affection as large as it was pure and fervent. Distant 
collectors had acknowledged her severe judgment in the 
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airangement of botuiical epedea; neighboring horticol* 
turifits bowed deferentially to her skill in all garden lore ; 
and the getters-np of fai» looked for nothing fEiirer than 
the bonqnets fnmifihed by her kindnoBS and arranged by 
her taste. Ae she drew nearer to womanhood, all her 
love for nature and art seemed to conoentrate in this, till 
botany became her passion, and she might be said to live 
amidfi^ flowers. TbuB passed the years till her nineteenth 
birthday, when we find her stricken by a lurking fever- 
shaft in her own spring month, and about to surrendet 
her spirit to the guidance of stem death. 

And now her father drew his ear closely to her &ce, 
that he might catch the faintest notes of that eiq>iring 
music, and thus the dying girl addressed him: 

'^ Bid Ella bring me, from my earliest roeerplatt, three 
young huda of the roe&hrier. lliese shall be tablets, my 
fatiier, on which I will stamp my image, and. time shall 
not bedim it. In the years gone by, in the long, happy 
winter evenings, when we three lived and loved together, 
I have often reclined upon your knee, dearest father, and 
heard you speak of the Mystic SrotherB. You said that 
a Freemason never v died, never fiftded, never was fo^ 
gotten. You said that Ids virtues, green as the acada, 
were engraved npon the memory of his brethren, and 
endured as the uncrambling granite. You spoke of the 
wonderful facility afforded them by signals and true words 
to communicate their mutual sorrows or joys. I know 
that my sex debars me from your circle, and leaves for 
me no niche in your sacred temple; bat, though I do not 
expect that my form will be followed to the grave by a 
band of brothers, yet I feel free to invoke the skill which 
devised so perfect a system. Father, I determined last 
night that the three huda qf the moeetirier should hence- 
forth be consecrated to the memor^ of the early dead; 
that on each petal of these half-^ji^ed objects you should 
behold, as though hovering like a shade, the features of 
your departed Hden ; that in the graceful curve made 
by these stems with the parent stock should be found the 
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M^ ^ this degree^ and that, bo abiding amidst nature's 
feirest works, I shall never fade from yonr memory. Li 
Uiis symbol the parent shall behold the child ; the heart- 
broken lover, inhaling the fragrance of these wild bndsi 
shall be reminded of the nndying virtues of her whom he 
loved; and the words which I will whisper in yonr ear — 
words snggestive of heavenly oontemplatians — shall be 
the poMworda qf ikU dsgr^P 

The parent dvew still closer; for now her face grew 
^asfly pale, and her voice was tremulously low. 

^^ I must hasten, dear father; for they grow impatient 
Ibr my oomingi To you I leave it, that my dream shall 
prove no vain fantasy; for I feel that you comprehend 
my wishes, and that the charge will be accepted. In 
those beautiftil lessons with which, as a Freemason's 
daughter, you have intrusted me, I found that womas 
has a part to bear in aid of your sacred Order, and I 
would, dear father, that my dying wishes may be fruitftil 
in your hands to produce such results. I am going to the 
land where hearts shall be read and desires known«* Then 
let my last wishes be ftdfilled. Make it your duty — I 
know it will prove a pleasure — to impart it to those of my 
sex who are worthy; and if, among your brethren, you 
find any who would like to be instructed in it, refuse 
them not the privilege. Let its syvnbd he three ycwiff 
Jmds of eweetirier; its reetpienta^ worthy ijovoee cma 
demghkere of skillfol craftsmen ; its consecration^ ihs 
memory of ths early dead; its lessons cf instmction^ 
memory imdimmed and faith unshahen!^ 

Her voice was silent for a moment, but swelled again 
to a genl^e whisper: 

*^Let iMs be the sign whereby they shall hail each 
other, to consider the lessons my emblem teacheth, and 
let these words be the passwords to the degree, tiQ, amid 
uniSEuling flowers of Eden, they and I shall exchange con 
gratulations and part no more forever." 

80 passed away the queen of floral lore, and over her 
grave the traveler naay see a marble monument, spotless 
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as lL«r own pure heart, on which no empty words dare 
mock at human grief. The single name, ^^ Helen," will 
guide yon to it, should yon ever walk in that retired 
chnrch-yard of distant England. 

Beneath her name is sculptured an emblem — since well 
known to &me— ^Atf ihree huds qf 1h$ Bweetirier; and 
they rest at the foot of a Ohristian cross. 

Her father lired but a few years after her departure. 
His was not a nature to walk life's m^ed ways alone. 
He yearned for a congenial spirit, but found it not any- 
where on earth. He listened for Toiees that were nowhere 
stirring this lower air, and then, like one early reclining 
his head upon a welcomed pillow, he gladly sunk to rest; 
and the dods of the valley were sweet unto him. The 
few years allotted him were spent in obeying the dying 
bequest of his gifted daughter; for he devoted himself, 
with a touching earnestness, to disseminating a knowl- 
edge of the degree she had founded. 

Wherever a fond heart bled at the vanishing of some 
loved form; wherever a wail of woe arose from the bed- 
side of the true; wherever a knee was drooping by the 
grave of the early stricken ; there was to be seen that sad 
mourner, with his tale of one, the loveliest of her sex, 
early smitten, who went out from her flowers^ herself the 
fairest, and lay down upon a pillow of sickness, and, with 
voice and understanding snatched for a moment from 
impatient death, taught the living to read the beet lesson 
ever breathed from a fragrant bud. And sighs were 
restrained and tears dried at his tale} for all acknowl- 
edged that his grief exceeded theirs. But when, to the 
deserving, he revealed the beautiful system conceived by 
his daughter, and explained the emblem which she had 
adopted to characterize the. degree, wh^i he taught them 
the holy lesson, not of this world, which lay at the foun 
dation of the plan, it was as the voice of comfort and 
hope that they received it, and parents beheld the linea 
ments of their daughters and lovers of their beloved, 
dead to all else, in the opening petals of the sweet-brier. 
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Now, by the side of his departed Helen, slmuben the 
weaiy fallier, refreshed long ago in heavenly streams. 
Above him bends shelteringly the rose-tree of his daugh- 
ter's choice. Sea8<m after season it has shaken off the 
snows of winter, clothed itself in greenness, and adorned 
its bending boughs with unmatched buds. It meets and 
entwines with a sister tree, a few years its senior, that 
springs from near the headstone of Helen's grave. They 
tell to all visitors the solemn tale which we have related. 
They send their mutual fragrance far and wide, and the 
birds have no place of resort so lovely as this. They 
bend beneath the passing breeze; they bow submissively 
to the gale. Hie winter drifts may bend them, and the 
summer rains overweigh them with their profusion ; but 
never do they falsify their trust; for, beneath breeze or 
gale, summer rain or winter snow, as they overshadow 
those twin graves, they are ever observed to give ths 
hcdUng sign of the Order cf the Sweet-JBrier. 

Among the female relatives, the sisters, wives, and 
daughters of Freemasons, are many ingenious systems 
calculated to interest and instruct the mind. They bind 
together those who remember tiie obligations connected 
with them ; and they place the worthy recipients in more 
intimate relationship to the Mystic Band. But none 
amongst them all carry with them a froffrcmce from the 
dead^ nakcre^s most </raceful line^ a/nd am, cdhman to the 
highest trvAhs^ like the one we have described. 
X We knew a woman, fair and virtuous as Helen, stricken 
'down, like her, in early p£me, who remembered the sweet- 
brier upon her death-bed, and was refreshed by the recol- 

>4fi we returned home, after attending the procession 
that bore her to her long rest, we sketched the following 
lines, and named them, 

THE DIRGE OF THE FREEMASON'S DAUGHTER • 

The green -waying willow moams orer tlij tomb, 
Bewailing the nadden who peaaed io her bloom; 

^ AsE, Wkat Ikdif4ik$ MMs. Vamho Lnua, ifo. 11. BjtteAnlkv. 
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And 0oft dews of bMTen batlie lightly tibe bed 
Where the fairest end dearest lies loir with the dead 

Though fond hearts are braskiiig no passion fiom thee; 
Through sorrow's wild burden thine, INt one, is free; 
But where is the smile that woke riches of light? 
It has faded— ahl fbded— and dark is the night! 

We miss thee; for nothing is left us so fair; 
We miss thee; this earth has no spirit so rare; 
We miss thee; we pine for the eye and the tongue— 
For the eje that was aaauner> the yoiae that was song. 



The Toiee of thy parting swells round us again; 

The acacia's bright story adda joj to the strain; 

For emblems, though aad, twine with Faith, Hope, and Iiafa; 

With the pure in God's fkror well meet thee shore. 



THE SHORTER OATEOHISM OP MASONRY. 

LsssojBT nasT. 

QtJEsnoK 1. What is Masonry ( 

Answer. Masoniy is the art of building np; the 8d.«ios 
et labor; the medium of human progress and imjwoTe^ 
ment 

Q. 2. Into how many parts is Masonry divided ? 

A. Masonry is divided into two parts — Op&raiiae and^ 
SpeculoiUnye. 

Q. S. What is Operative Masonry! 

J[. Operative Masoniy is the art of erecting and adom^ 
ing all structures for sheltering the body, for woEshipiusr 
Ood, and for commemorating important human actL0>v 
It Ukewise comprehends the whole range of manual laOor 
and the whole subject of mechanical progress. 

Q. 4. What is Speculative Masonry} 

A^ Speculative Masonry is the art of building, adorn- 
ing, a^d improving the soul and mind. It comprehends 
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the whole range of ethics, as displajed in the light of 
nature, the decalogue, and by all inspired men, in all 
ages. 

Q. 5. What was Ihe origin of operative Masoniy anovong 
men? 

A. Operative Masonry among men originated in tlM 
necessity for the first sheltering-wall that Adam reared 
when £pom Eden's rosy bowers driven; or, as food is de* 
manded before shelter, it dates from the first hour's seauli 
for sustenance to the body. 

Q. 6. What was the origin of speculative Masonry 
among meni 

A. Speculative Masonry among men, originated in the 
first throe of mortal sorrow for sin; in the first vow of re* 
pentance; in the first prayer for divine forgiveness and aid. 

Q, 7. What are the earliest records oonceming cpem* 
tive Masonry among men) 

A. The earliest records concerning operative Masonry 
among men, are these: Adam tilled the grouid froin 
whence he was taken ; Gain was a tiller of the ground ; 
he likewise builded a city; Jnbal made tents; Jubal 
manufactured instruments of music; Tubal-Cain was a 
master of artificers In brass and iron; Noah made an ark 
of gopher wood, divided into many compartments, the 
whole being three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, 
and thirty cubits high ; Ashur builded the cities of Nine- 
veh, Behoboth, and Calah, together with the great city, 
BeseDi ; the united descendants of Koah commenced to 
build a city, and a tower whose top should reach heaven, 
afterward entitled Babel. 

Q, 8. What are the earliest records concerning specu- 
lative Masonry among men? 

A. The earliest records concerning speculative Ma- 
sonry among men, are these: — Gain and Abel broight 
oJBTerings unto the Lord; after the birth of Enos, men 
began to call themselves by the name of the Lord ; Enoch 
walked with Ood ; Noah found grace in the sight of thi 
Lord; he likewise built an altai to the Lord. 
17 
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Q. 9. Wliat fiindamental idea Uea at the root of all 
Masonry t whether operative or speculative t 

A. The fundamental idea that lies at the root of aU 
Mason, is the idea qf laior. 

Q. 10. What is the leading object of all associatioDS 
among ment 

A. The leading object of all associations among men, 
is, bj combining human efforts, to effect more, and more 
easily, than by single hands. 

Q. 11. Into what divisions may all human associations 
be arranged? 

A. All human associations may be arranged into two 
divisions, mcral and vnynyoral; those formed for good 
purposes, and those formed for evil puiposes. 

Q. la. What is the groundwork of all moral associa- 
ticms among ment 

A. The groundwork of all moral associations among 
men, is the glory of God and the increase of human hap- 
piness, according to the revealed will of Gkxi. These 
principles comprehend the release of mankind from men- 
tal and physical bondage, and the dissemination of intel- 
lectual and religious knowledge ; and this is the basis of 
the pure Freemasonry. 

Q. 13. What is the groundwork of all inmioral associsr 
tions among men % 

A* The groundwork of all immoral associations among 
men, is fraud both upon the rights of man and of Ood, 
displayed in the'r selfishness, ignorance, violence, and 
irreligion. This Ib the basis of the spurious Freemasoniy, 
both of ancient and modem times. 



LESSON SEOOim. 

Q. 1. IV hence arises the opposition, ancient and mo- 
dem, to speculative Masonry! 

A^ llie opposition, ancient and modem, to speculative 
Masr.ary^ arises mainly from the instinct which is in oo^ 
rapt hnmanily to oppose itself to all good, and frcHn a 
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nfttiVe indolence to Bpiiitnal improirement, which paitakei 
of obstinacy. 

Q. 2. How doeB opposition to Masonry exhibit itself! 

A. Opposition to Masonry exhibits itself in three pro- 
minent heads : — Ist, in ignorance ; 2d, in thonghfl oosno s t ; 
8d, in malice prepense. 

Q. 8. Wherein does ign4)T(moe prove itself a foe to Ma- 
soniy? 

A. Ignorance proves itself a foe to Masonry in maair 
Ibid particulars, of which a few only are here subjoined: 
1, in confounding it with other associations, that harvw 
nothing but secresy, or some of the minor virtues, in cdm* 
mon with it; 2, in judging its fruits without an under 
standing of its springs of action; thus bringing to beat 
upon it only the conclusions of man's erring judgment. 

Q. 4. Wherein consist the chief evils of confounding 
Masonry with other secret associations? 

A. The chief evils of confounding Masonry with othet 
secret associations, consist in — 1, the measure of all other 
secret associations is human, while that of Masonry is 
divine ; 2, the aims of other secret associations are essen- 
tially economic, industrial, social, and, at the best, chari- 
table, while those of Masonry superadd moral, and, as 
many fondly deem, spiritual; 8, the binding tie of other 
secret associations is durable only at the option of the 
wearer, while that of Masonry is indissoluble, save at the 
option of the binder ; 4, other secret associations, in gen- 
eral, receive to their membership individuals whom re* 
straints may amend, while Masonry receives none, know- 
ingly, save the good, and receiving only such, makes no 
provision for their exit. 

Q. 5. Wherein does ignorance work its greatest evil to 
Masonry? 

A. Ignorance works its greatest evil to Masonry in this : 
1, as none but a Mason can know the moving power of 
Masonic actions, or the weight of influence that the moral 
and spiritual teachings of Masonry should exercise upon 
the minds of the craft, so the judgment of ignoivaioe must 
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grutlj exa^erate or depreciate the force and importanM 
of Masonry : if the former, it elevates Masonry as high as 
religion ; if the latter, it depreesee it as low as morality. 

Q. 6. May not the system of Masonry be judged of by 
itsmanilbstfrnitst 

A. Masonry, as a system, may be judged by its mani* 
ftst fimitS) widi this understtadiag, that in the prominent 
results none but God, and the enlightened, have knowledge 
to traoe the fruits to their legitimate souroe; for the 
motiTe-wfaeel of Masonry is conoealed beneath the visible 
naehinety. 

Q. 7. What assurances has the world that Masomy ii 
not sub?«rsive of social and national interests? 

A. The world has these general assurances concerning 
MsBomy : 1, its published code ; S, the declarations of its 
UMmbers that its published code is in nothing contradicted 
by its secret teachings and works; 3, the character of itB 
membership; 4^ the character of its pious founder; 6, 
its vast age, and the marvelous tenacity with which it 
retains its held upon the affections of the wise and good. 
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Q. 1. By whom was Masonry organised in its piesent 
A)nnt 

A. Masonry was CM*gani2ed in its present form (the 
union of operative machinety with speculative ends), by 
Solomon, King of Israel. 

Q. 2. What advantages had Solomon, King of Israel, 
for this undertaking t 

A. The advantages of Solomon, King of Israel, for this 
undertaking, were fomvfold. 1, immense wealth ; 2, un- 
controlled power; 3, the friendship of Hiram, King of 
Tyre, Grand Master of the Masonty then extant; 4, an 
illustrfous character for wisdom and philanthropy thiougb- 
<Nit the irorid. 

^. 8. What personal quaMcations had Bolomon, King 
nf Isimel, for the workt 



THE SHQMB OA.TBCBSBM Of KASOHBT. Mf 

A. The personal qualificattons of 8olom(»i, fSixtg of 
Israel, for the work, were flve-fold. 1, A thorough k&ow* 
ledge of revealed religion (tme Masonr/), as the mind <^ 
God had dimlged it ; S, a knowledge of tiie fidse religion 
(spnrions Masonry), then extant; 3, great acqnisitioos iil 
moral and physical science ; 4, a remarkable gift for omn- 
mnnlcating instructions to others ; 6, unprecedented seal 
in the cause of Ood for the good of men. 

Q. 4. What aims did Solomon, Sing of Israel, pvopoee 
to accomplish in the organization of Masonry, noir 
extant. 

A. The principal aims proposed by Solomon, Ejng of 
Israel, in the organization of Masonry, were : 1, to teach 
true religion to the heathen ; 2, to teach science and art 
(especially architecture), to the Jews; 8, to unite Jews 
and heathen, by the prindplas of Brotkerij love, Belief 
and Truth. 

Q. 5. What have been the principal results of diis or- 
ganization of Masonry? 

A. The principal results of this organization of Mi^ 
soniy have been: 1, religious; 9, moral; 8, social; 4, 
scientific. 

Q, 6. What have been the religious results of Masonry! 

A. The religious results of Masonry have been : }, to 
render Atheism less popular; 2, to exalt the name of Jer 
hovah, as an object of reverence; 8, to induce a belief in 
some sort of revelation ; 4, to call the marked attention 
of mankind to the Holy Scriptures, in preference to all 
other systems of revelation. 

Q, 7. What have been the moral results of Masonry? 

A. The moral results of Masonry have been : 1, to cir- 
cumscribe human passions; 2, to square human actions; 
8^ to render the conscience more sensitive. 

Q, 8. What have been the social results of Masonry? 

A. The social results of Masonry have been: 1, to lee- 
sen the frequency, and reduce the horrors of war, by caus- 
ing the children of men to become better acquainted with 
each other; 2, to inspire mutual confidenee, philanthropy 
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nd €8teem, by indneing a more £eiTorable opinion of hn- 
man nature in the jealons breast of man; 8. To implant 
babits of self-restraint and benevolence.* 

Q. 9. Wbat have been the scientific residts of Ma- 
•onxyt 

A. The scientific results of Masonry have been, 1. The 
immense advances made in all branches of human 
knowledge since the days of Solomon, £ing of Israel; 
t* The improved systems of education ; 8. Of agriculture ; 
i. Of commerce; 6. Of the arts 
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ME0LBT SEOOKD. 

•■I Mi Hk« ft 0MB oUvw-lTM Ib th« bMM of God; I trast ia tho manf of God 

«I«VM." 

LUB ASSUBAJflfOE. 

Wbks brother Winston, W. M. of A ^m Lodge, No. 

18, had his shop and all his stock destroyed by fire, he 
was reduced to total poverty, the more distressing because 
his wife and seven daughters were dependent on him for 
support. The Lodge held many anxious and protracted 
discussions upon the subject of relief. All desired to give 
him a lift; all were determined to aid and assist him 00 
&r as they could do it without injury to themselves and 
families. But to replace his stock, so that he could re- 
sume his trade, would require a capital of two thousaud 
dollars; and this was far beyond their reach. A neigh- 
boring capitalist offered to loan the amount at an easy intei^ 
est, on their joint security. But suppose brother Winston 

* **]l«Miii7isB<»wMiindezof poUtioal nd elTilUberty. In Spain, Fortngil 
•ad Italy, it ii forbidden, under pain of death ; in Germany and RuBaia, under 
penaltiei leas lerere ; it la tolerated in conttttutional IVaaca; proteeted in b"- 
laad^iideatlyolieriahadiAtlMUBltMl Stataa." 



were to diet While he liyed they knew he would work 
two divisions, on the twentj-fonr inch gange, ont of ererj 
three, bnt what they should be secure; but every Mason 
is taught the frequent lesson that life is inaecttrey and the 
noon-time of life as uncertain as any other time; and sup- 
pose he were to die? 

The matter, however, was brought to a focus by a prop- 
osition from brother Sam. Talley, who had been reading 
an adrertisement of a Life Assurance Company, and who 
proposed that the Lodge take out a policy on brother 
Winston's life, and then borrow the two thousand dollars. 
After conquering the objections of a few old brethren, 
who "rayther thought it looked like temptin' Provi- 
dence," the plan was adopted and a policy of three thous- 
and dollars secured by an outlay of seventy dollars, to be 
paid year by year. Brotha* Winston himself advanced 
the premium for two years; then he died. The Lodge 
forthwith appointed a committee to take legal evidences 
of his decease, drew the whole sum at the end of ninety 
days, paid up the loan, sold out the stock, and then 
handed sister Winston the snug little amount 6f three 
thousand four hundred doUare as a widow^s and t)r- 
phan's fund, all made clear profit, without costing ttie 
brethren a cent. How easy for twelve hundred of those 
who read this memorandum to go and do likewise! 

A night's advkntukb— what was rr? 

When the steamer O took fire, it was a dark, cold 

night, the wind cutting like steel, and the banks of the 
river white with snow. The ladies were safely landed in 
their night-robes, altogether inadequate, to be sure, for 
such an occasion as this. Large fires were built for their 
accommodation ; but large fires out of doors impart but a 
pmaXl measure of comfort, although, it is true, they pre- 
serve one from freezing. One of the ladies was Miss 

Emily T. N ^ a plain, sensible girl, who had been 

brought up by a Masonic daddy. Somehow there was a 
Mcnliar attraction in Miss Emily that drew all three of 
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the ^8 clerks, one after the other, to come round ia 

front of her and glance at an ornament that waa sua- 
pended on her neck, and then walk back to enter upon a 
whispering conference with the other two. What could 
it bet Not that graceful form, half exposed through her 
scanty covering? nor those cheeks, crimson with aDswe^ 
ing blushes? What could it be? The same attraction 

called old Captain Q , rough and tough against Oa- 

pid's arrows as he was, to go throu^ the same maneu- 
Yers. It must have been a powerful magnetism to the old 
boj ; for he gallantly pulled off his overcoat, got a blanket 
from one of the deck passengers, and dressed her up as 
warmly as if she had brought her own cloak and shawl 
ashore, and was going a sleigh-riding. The next morning 
Hiss Emily was sent to town the first load. There the 
derka procured her a full wardrobe, jam-up, and, to this 
day, her father can't discover who paid the sixty-five dol- 
lars for it. Each of the clerks sincerely and solemnly 
swears (it's a pity steamboat clerks vnll swear so I) that 

he didn't, and Captain A stiffly affirms that he didnt 

The whole five of them are Masons, that's a £Eict; but 
what could it be that attracted those clerks to the shiver- 
ing girl? Be it what it may, she wears it yei^ and de- 
clares she will never marry any man who caniK)t explain 
it. The next person who sees her in her night-dress will 
make a note on't. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Tu^pper. — ^Love is the weapon which Onmipotence re- 
served to conquer rebel man when all the rest had fiailed. 
Hecuan he parries; /ear he answers blow for blow; 
future vrUerests he answers by present pleasures; but 
Low — that sun against whose melting beams winter 
cannot standi — ^that softening, subduing slumber which 
wrestles down the giant I — O, there is not one human 
creature in a million, not a thousand men in earth's quin- 
tillion, whose clay heart is hardened a^inst Love. 

j^cn^.— How are we to be happy and contented while 
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we stay herel This is easily sdyed by the simple nile ot 
common gumption. Multiply virtaons actions, divide 
good from evU, and subtract lots of Yices ; the qndaent 
will be the answer, oarUen^mMij and the remainder, if 
any, a small overplns of happiness, to be nsed as ooeir 
sion may require. » 

Anonymaw. — The mtmHon of Masonry is peace on 
earth; the jninoiples^ benevolence and love; the dispa&i^ 
tion^ good-will toward men; the Icnoiy reason and equity; 
the reUffiofij purity and truth. 

BI7ENA VIBTA. 

On this awful battle-field a certain officer from the 
Kentud^ regiment was stridcen down by a ball. His 
fiiends were compelled to give way, and, although with 
great reluctance, to leave him to the lance and knife. 
As the unfortunate man saw his fate in the ferocious 
looks of the advancing Mexicans, he endeavored to secure 
an interposing hand, if haply there might be a brother in 
that phalanx, and with trembling limbs made the silent 
appeal. 

It was noticed by a Mexican officer who rushed forward 
with shout and blow to save him. His comrades saw it 
all — the silent gesture — ^the generous act, then the dark 
curtain of battle closed around. The next day they went 
back with anxious quest for him, but his body alone was 
there, gashed and horribly mangled-*--^ mte>iyadng hand 
had cams too laie. 

ACrnVB BENEVOLBNOE. 

A widow woman with a band of children wishes to 
leave the dty of L for a distant town where her rela- 
tives reside. Her landlord attaches her clothes for a 
paltry remainder of four dollars. The &et comes to the 
knowledge of a couple of aotwe masons. One of them, an 
enterprising man with a full stock of what phrenologists 
would call mtaUty^ stands in his stofe door and begs 
from every passer-by '^ A quarter dollar for a distressed 
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widow and her &miljr — Oaptain — Colonel 
tor — ^Parson, a quarter for a poor widow and lier family I " 
Being known to eveiy bodj, and tmiverBallj popnlar, his 
appeal in eveiy instance was successful, and in a very 
short time he makes up fifteen dollars, (none being called 
on for more than a moderate donation,) and the distressed 
ones went on their way rejoicing. Wasnt that <bMv6 
charity? 

CAN rr BE sof 

VI called on him," said a widow lady, ^' again and 
again for my money. It was only twenly-five dollars, a 
•mall matter to a man. Were I <me, I would go out and 
earn it directly. But a widow woman cannot go out to 
earn money as a man, and I was really in want of that 
twenty-five dollars. I told him so; I plead with him. 
You can borrow this money, said I, for you have Mends 
and they have adranced you money in your business. I 
told him that my husband was a mason, buried masonic- 
ally, resting under a tombstone covered with masonic em- 
blems, and I showed him the diploma, the apron, and all 
the evidences. I told him that my father was a mason, 
that he had reared me up to love and reverence masoniy, 
and to believe that masons were good men and true, and 
I showed him my father's well-worn medal. And I, a 
widow with a large family, a mason's daughter and a 
mason's widow, I plead with him, a young man with no 
one but himself to support, and he, a fi:eema8on, refused 
to pay me the money I " 

BT7INB OF BAALBBO. 

To form a coirect idea of the mechanical art which the 
ancient masons possessed, the reader should peruse the 
following: "Blocks got out, hewed, squared and num- 
bered in the quarries of Baalbec but never removed to the 
city, measure from forty to seventy feet in length, other 
parts being in proportion. There are still to be seen in 
the ruins, at heights of twenty-five feet, blocks as large as 
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tiiose. It fa a strange sight to behold these pieces, just as 
thej were lefit bj the hands of the qaany^men. An aftins- 
ing tradition, still extant among the Arabs, shows how un- 
accountable to modems are the means used by the craffc 
to transport such blocks. They say that on one occasion 
all the men of the kingdom &lled to remove a certain 
stone, still to be seen there. A wamcm standing near, 
after jeering them for their failure, laid hold of the stone, 
lifted it on her back and with it trotted off to Baalbec, 
where she laid it down by the wall I Demanding an en- 
ormous sum for the service. Hie Sultan refused to pay it, 
so the fair one resumed the block, carried it clear back, 
dropped it where it now lies, and went off dancing! " 

LOGAI. TBSXS. 

Nothing is more calculated to limit the universality of 
Masonry and render a stranger more uncomfortable than 
the application of local tests. These are no less pemi- 
dons than useless : permciotu^ because what was at first 
adopted, for temporary convenience, becomes in the next 
generation incorporated into the permanent work ; and 
usdesa^ because the ancient test is abundantly sufScient 
to protect the fraternity against impostors and expelled 
Masons. The localities in which these modem tests prin- 
cipally flourish are inland points, which foreign brethren 
are not likely to visit. 

A LATB OASB. 

The widow of a master Mason, not long Bince, applied 
to the Lodge in which her husband had held his member- 
ship, and prayed for relief. This was in the good city of 

P , where there are many Lodges occupying the same 

hall. The Lodge in question, appropriated forty dollars, 
and pinned the petition to the pedestal. 

The next night another Lodge opened, observed the 
call, and donated ten dollars. Hie next night, twenty 
was given, then five, forty, thirty, etc., until more than 
one hundred and fifty had thus accumulated. The whole 
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was then collected, and poored in the mdew's lap, mokfc 
ened by the widow's tears. 

Three excellent Masonic tales oonld be written from 
Sd Maccabees iii. 38,; ib. chap. Tii.; ib. vi. 18., etc. — a 
tale of Masonic kindness from H Ohron. zzyiii. 10., ete. 
John Shnff was a bright Ma8<»ir**^married — asked Lnqr 
might he attend Lodge— she said jes, but looked no-*- 
did'nt go for a year — ^then the baby — he must nurse it^ 
before it got big baby, another baby — he must nnrse that 
— then a third, a fonrth, a fifth, etc* — until John merged 
his specnlative Masonry into pnre operatiTe, and he has 
never been to the Lodge since. Did King Solomon ever 
visit the Arabian Gnlf, or any tide-water? if so, the Bible 
is silent on the subject. Lot memorising subjects, how 
convenient to leam them in threes. Poor T — went der 
anged — ^was on his way to a lunatic asylum-^^topped at 

J , his old residence— chapter ni^t — he was so well, 

they permitted him to visit and preside— he never did it 
better— <lied shortly after, quite insane. Mascmiy was 
planted in Mexico the year Brother J. B. Poinsett wsnt 
there, as minister plenipotentiaxy. When Pope dement 
Xn. issued his Bull against Masonry, the craftsmen con- 
tinued to meet, but under the assumed name of Xeropha* 
gists — ^tbose who live without drinking. No dispensation 
authorizes a Lodge to confa* more than two degrees upon 
a candidate, at the same meeting. 






THE ECHO AND THE FLUTE; 

A TALE OF 8PB01JLATTVE MASONBT. 
IV FOUR OHAFTK&St 

OHAPTER FIRST. 
*■! kaow that ihom wih brinf me to doMh, aad to tbo bovto ft|qioiiite4 ibr all jTisf •* • 

Theba is E reason that bloomB) even outside the batde^ 
ments of Eden, that awakens eveiy gentle thought in the 
hxonan heart; that oanses every gratefiil ofitponring to 
flow, a pore freightage of thanks, tip to the beneficent 
Deitjr, 

There is a motUhj the month of first flowers and fresh 
songs, of birds newlj arrived from groves of orange, of 
fragrant scents, of mysterions motions in earth, and air, 
and watoT) of motion indicative of life and joy. Then the 
despised clod beneath ns, acquires a strange claim to our 
admiration; we place onr foot npon it with respect, be* 
cause it is die birth*bed of the new year. 

There Is « day when the snn-rays begin to dart more 
vertically from the heavem, improving npon that wintry* 
like obliquity, the abhorrence of the enlightened erafibs* 
man. Then we may read ; Brother Masons, hearken 1 we 
may rea<f , in the symbols of natore, many of those preg* 
nant emblems which have adorned onr tracing-board from 
ancient days. This deep green, tells ns of a new year, 
to-day to ns bom, and dpeaks, solemn monitor, of the 
frosts and snows of its termination ; and whispers, bright 
comforter, of the fond hopes beyond. In every sign and 
sound of mother-natnre, there is a mystic line for ns ; iUus- 
tiioxK companions! yes, for ns: in every contrast of light 
ismd shade; m b31 entmrnng vines ; in falls qf ioater ; in 
the traoery of webs; in stewmmg vapors; in the shoiUow 
pods; in the ooihesvoe day; in the frwtful hush^ in 
shiftMig donds; in the hurmng sun; in all moving sha» 
dows; m the ammation that publishes wobk, wobx, la- 
bos, LABOB, as the voice of natme; in the hidden pro* 
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cesses beneath; in the fooody sJicfft^ a/nd the leqfy chapiter. 
Are these things concealed from any of yon, oh, ye sons 
of light ! Open, then, the eyes of yonr mind, to rejoice in 
the beanties of such a day, ere the night of death cometh 
— ^for there is snch a day, and it is voudisafed to all — but 
how often we shall witness its retnm, no man knoweth, 
saving Him that receiveth it. 

There is an h(mir when this sweetest of seasons, and 
most delightsome of days, most gratefully gloweth to the 
marking eye. Then all the senses, the five paths of 
hnman knowledge and gratification, tell one hannanions 
story of delight. Then the newly-come birds, and the 
teeming earth, and the bads bursting under the life-giving 
sun, and the symbols on nature's vast tracing-board, con 
spire to raise a more excellent song of adoration to the 
Divine Giver — ^it is the closing hour of day. 

At such a season, at such an hour, through a long stretch 
of woodland, than which nothing could better exhibit the 
beauties of the renovated year, might have been seen the 
approaching carriage of Mr. Norwich, now the homeless 
and disconsolate widower, late the owner of Norwich Cot- 
tage, and the thrice-blessed husband of its accomplished 
mistress. Within the vehicle reclined the mourner, ac- 
companied by his little daughter, the last of three, the 
thoughtful, low-voiced, golden-haired Ruth. 

At such an hour, the traveler relaxed his pace, and 
gave way to his emotion. The tired horses, at first chang- 
ing their trot to a rapid walk, and that to a slower one, 
suddenly took heart to bring up at a dead halt. This 
gave the travelers an excuse to dismount, and to sit 
awhile on the old beech tree, that the last January winds 
had dashed headlong from the perpendicular, never more to 
stand erect, a prince of the house of the forest trees, again. 

The contest between father and daughter of the No^ 
wich family was painfully striking. In the parent there 
were evidences of approaching death. A cough op- 
pressed his breathing and brought sad discords into the 
music of his words. Occasionally, as he spoke, a deep 



TRB ECHO AJSfB THB FLTTIS* S97 

mmatural tone startled the hearer with thoughts of the 
grave — of the grave that would soon silence all this. The 
hectic flush upon his cheek was as the flower that is soon 
eat down ; that cheek will erelong be paler than the lilj's 
hue. Deep wrinkles, furrowed prematurely, but none the 
less conspicuous for that, channeled his brow. Gray hairs 
sprinkled the summer of his life with the snows of Decern* 
ber. Alas, none better than Henry Norwich, had realised 
the masonic sentiment, '^ Man of woman-bom is brief of 
fife and trouble-filled." 

In the child were the elastic tread, the clear, ringing 
tone, the serene eye, the uncorrupted faith — ^^ Of such,'' 
said the Son of God, remembering well the companionship 
which he had exchanged for his sorrow-mission, — ^^^Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven 1 '' 

The loss of all his children, all but the priceless one 
at hia side, and of his wife who had for so many years 
absorbed his very soul's life into hers, opened to Henry 
Norwich a broad avenue to the land of shadows. The 
blighted heart entered it cheerfully and made ready for 
death. As our Savior sent his disciples in twos to labor 
and to suffer, so it seems that tenderest hearts from earth 
may enter the kingdom together. 

But who should rear the little bud, swinging thus soli- 
tary upon the tree I How should it be strengthened to 
withstand the blights and snows and tempests of the 
world 1 

Mr. Norwich, keenly alive to the importance of this 
•ubject, *' while yet the evil days came not," sold all his 
possessions, took the proceeds in money, and with that 
and the little girl wHo now occupies her place beside him, 
on the old beech -tree, started to a distant State to place 
the two deposits in charge of a faithful and only brother. 

Little Buth derived her name from the damsel that 
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab. Her 
mother, in her maiden days, had possessed an unusual 
talent for drawing. She had sketched a portrait of Ruth, 
as she imagined the pious gleaner appeared to Boaz when 
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he approached to do her kindness in his barley-field. And 
when the little birdling came to her nest, with all the fea- 
tures of that fancy portrait, golden hair, arching brow 
dimpled chin and eyes of bine, she styled ituButh, and she 
•aid that, QoA willing, it shonld be a child of His. 

As the two thus sit, father and child, hand in hand, 
cheek to cheek, there is the measure of one generation of 
human life between them ; she at the beginning, he at 
the close of a mortal's career. 

As little Kuth will occupy a conspicuous place in our 
tale, the reader must know fliat she was a child of remark- 
able acuteness and possessed uncommon powers of obser- 
vation. An early tbrmed judgment, an exact memoiy, a 
silent, unobtrusive manner, these were the peculiarities of 
her character which will be most distinctly brought out in 
this tale. Her father had so highly valued these precocious 
traits, that he had accustomed her to accompany him in 
all his social calls, and afterward to repeat the conversa- 
tion heard during the visit. So retentive was her memoiy, 
that she invariably preserved the leading thoughts. 

The reader will not comprehend the amiable disposition 
of Henry Norwich, unless informed that for many yean 
he had shaped his life by the implements of speculative 
architecture. He was a Freemason in whom there was no 
guile. Although not what is denominated a working 
Mason, (an appellation, by the way, easily earned, that con- 
veys in itself no exalted idea of masonic attainments,) 
yet in the purely speculative department there were few 
more skillAil.^ Since the death of his vdfe, he had found 
great comfort in renewing his masonic studies, com 

• Brotiier DoogUs, G. M. of Florida, hippUy uya, "The great miitekd cf Um 
[ pTOBent day is to suppose that what we technically term the woHb Maaonxyf ia 

Masonry itself. This is a serious error, and should be at once corrected, for it Sa 
lowering the importance and dignity of Hasonry, and degrading as weU her ehax^ 
acter as her mission. Masonry is an organization of principles; of porindplei 
drawn from the highest sources of human resson and divine revelation ; of prin* 
eiples in their nature profoundly philoiophical, and in their practioe of untold 
Tilne to the human fsmily. It is a qritem of symbolic mysteriesi, fiiU of all^goiyi 
wisely designed to aitracti enlighten md puriff /' Was ever Freemaaonxy better 
defined or defended? 
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menced long befco^, and the book in his left h4nd M h# 

reclines on that fallen trunk, is a treatise on the EthiCB ^ 

Masoniy. He cnlls these paasages and reads aloud) wliil* 

litde Hath listens : 

^ Even though the last kno^wn copy of Holy Writ Wert 

destroyed, as once occurred daring the first captivity, Wf/t^ 

ertheless there Is enough of the Divine law involved in 

fte symbols of Masonry to point ottt a Mediator aad % 

Savior through divine grace.'' "Hoodwinked in tiMI 

darkness and distress of this groond-floar, human Uft| 

man hears a commanding voice issuing from the heavenly 

East and calling upon him to rise from the gtoveling 

position into which sin has flung him, and to follew hii 

Divine Leader with the South on the left, (as Israel fol» 

lowed the pillar led by the hand of a heavenly guide,) mA 

obeying God's precepts, tracing divinely marked fooMopt 

and noting accurately, revealed ways, to fear no danget i*^ 

" It is to be expected that there will be an increieed, M 

intense anxiety, when the bondage of flesh is about to kH 

removed from the spirit's eyes, and the mortal is alMmt te 

be brought to immortal light. The heart will natuMifly 

incline to sink and the flesh to falter. Uneasy thoughls 

of his own unworthiness will doubtless oppress him. IS^'f* 

ertheless, relying on the same powerful arm that hM lad 

him through all the circuits and across all the variegated 

squares of his changeful life, he may brace up the lolne ii 

his mind, and take courage. Yea, he may even ttixoapk 

in the reflection ^ His rod and His staff they coitiibrt tne!' ^ 

^ There is no mystery, strictly speaking, in the symbols 4f 

Masonry, unless it may be the mystery of ignoiftttOi. 

Every wreck of human works ; each expanse of wirter ; 

each dashing cataract ; each hill-summit that is crowned 

with the labor of man's hands ; each sunrise that gflds 

the east, each solemn southing and each scarlet setting; 

each star that marks, as with a grain of diamond-dust the 

midnight sky — all things indeed that strike the eye or enr, 

or enter the brain through any channel of the senses, tHi 

these are mfmbole^ if you will, to which some hiddtt mean- 
18 



I 



M^ m BOHO ASO TEE FL1TTB* 

ing may be attached, whose elucidation shall only be to 
the enlightened. How many of these were thus pressed 
into masonic use while Speculative Masonry was assuming 
its present form, we shall never know." 

As the consumptive man paused to dear his lungs, he 
observed that Buth's eyes were attracted to a littU drama 
passing in the ha^el grove close by. The actors were 
Bothing but a pair of wood doves. It would seem that 
they had made their nest on the prostrate beach, and 
three little eggs were already engaging their parental syn^ 
pathies, when some rapacious bird attacked them ; tore 
their nest in pieces and broke the wing of the female. 
She was now perched in her agony, upon the lower limb of 
a bush, while her mate hovered dose by, wondering at her 
inability to move. It was the actions of the male that had 
exdted the girl's attention. He seemed perplexed in the 
highest degree. He tried various arts to arouse her. But 
his loud, pathetic moan was without effect; so were his 
signals, full of meaning even to the dull eye of humanily • 
The flutteringB of his wings, the snn-rays sparkling upon 
his gay feather-spots, his coquettish twistings of neck, the 
rustling of leaves under his pink-colored feet, his mourn- 
ful glances, all passed unobserved. The world was fast 
receding from the ear and eye of the bruised thing. For 
even as the intruders gazed, her little frame shook with an 
inward convulsion, then there was heard a faint gasping, 
answered by a loud, triumphant cooing from her mate, 
then one feeble attempt to extend the broken pinion, and 
then she fell from the perch-stone des^d upon the grass 
bdow. 

The sight of death cannot fail to move upon the heart 
of the dying. 

Mr. Korwich, pressing his beloved one fondly to his 
breast, commented tearfully on the untimely fate of the 
bird. ^'This painful scene, my daughter, aptly explaias 
what I was reading. For as the book says, every thing 
in nature may be made symbolic of some interesting truth. 
The death of this poor dove, and her mate's efforts to give 
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relief, ever associate them, dear daughter, with this calm 
evening hour, when yon sat here with yonr dying father, 
npon this beech tree. Ihen the one will symbolize the 
other, and yon will never look at a dying bird, or a fiillen 
tree, bnt yonr memory will recall him, who loved yon, ag 
long as he had life to love, aught bnt the Savior. So that 
Savior, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it and distribn* 
ted it among his disciples, and exhorted them, As qfUr^ 
OS ye do thia^ doUin, remembrcmoe qftn^.'^ 

Then the father and child, prompted by a similar ini* 
pnlse, the remembrance of sacramental enjoyments in the 
little chnrch at Norwich, sang together this stamsa: 

<< Jam, thy feart we odefanitot 
We show thy de«th« we ling thy ame^ 

Tin thou return, and we ihall eftt 
The marriage-supper of the Lemh.'* 

]£r. Norwich then read the extract, ^' There is no mys 
teiy, etc.,'' the second time ; and, according to his nanal 
cnstom, required her to repeat it after him. 

All this consumed the evening hour, and brought the 
Bxmset nigh to hand. They now arose to resume their 
journey and seek lodgings for the night, when a singular 
sound, not far distant, caused them to halt in surprise. 

It was the music of a flute, but so curiously managed 
by the performer, that whether it proceeded from the 
right or left, below or above, it defied a listener to tell. 

Looking down the road in the direction they were pur- 
suing, it seemed to come from the left; turning to the left, 
it was above; facing around, it clearly sprung up from 
beneath ! Was it a strain of that music, unheard save by 
the dying, and by the spirits of the just made perfect, 
which echoes around that throne, before which, one of 
them at least, was soon to stand? 

Their silent amazement was interrupted by a traveler 
who came down the road behind them, with an ax upon 
his shoulder. He was a man some fifty years of age ; 
dressed in the shabbiest style of the country; he bore the 
appearance of extreme destitution. When he spoke, 
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wh](^ he did as soon as he amved within hearing, his 
fiu^ gleamed with one of tihoee amilee, that remind ns of an 
artifieial rose, badly constmcted, lying npon a snow drift 

His cast of countenance, in short, was so repnlsive, that 
the child (children are instinctive and infallible jndges 
of such natnres), clnng to her father's side, while he an- 
swered the stranger's inquiry concerning the direction 
they were journeying. 

Haying dome this, Mr. Norwich asked an explanatkw 
of the mysterious music, which, however, had ceased 
when the new-comer commenced speaking. 

^ Qh,''-^^repeated the new-comer, with a careless tone, 
and one of his treacherous smiles — ^^Hhat's only Oamey, 
the blind boy, in his sycamore. That's aU. His chapel's 
not but a little piece off." 

As the explanation only served to increase the puzzle, 
he went on to say, '' that Carney was a poor boy, a bound 
boy, mole blind, who, having no work to do, but fond of 
music, spent the whole time, day and night, in the woods^ 
except when he went to the house for his meals. That he 
need in a large sycamore a little piece oS^ and lay there 
blowing a flute, while honest people was abed. If the 
little gal would like to see him, he would take her to Car- 
ney's chapel, as folks called it, terreckly." 

ICr. Norwich assented, and turning to the right, a htm 
dred yards from the road, his attention was called to an 
aged sycamore tree, hollow, as usual with that kind, but 
v'ound, and on the outside, entire. Pointing out a hole 
fifteen feet up, their conductor observed, ''Ton's the do<»r 
where Carney goes in, but I'll rouse him out in a hurry." 
Then striking the shell rudely, with his ax, he called 
Oamey by name, and ordered him to show himself to the 
little girl, remarking, in a side tone to Mr. Norwich, that 
it was a sight for strangers to see him. 

On the inside, a rustiing followed that resembled the flut- 
tering of swallows in their night quarters, then the boy 
was heard to climb the trunk, and soon his head appeared 
at the opening befcve mentioned* 
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Mr. Korwich started involuntarily. It presented the 
inoet singular combination of youth and age he had ever 
beheld. The lower part of the face^ from the cheek-bones 
downward, might have belonged to a lad of fourteen, not 
more; while the upper hemisphere, the eyes, wrinkled 
brow, and gray hair, betokened sixty. Drawings have 
been frequently made, over which, by an. ingenious ar* 
rangement of the artist, an extra forehead and eyes are 
dropped by means of a flap, over the face, and instantly 
the age, sex, and character, are changed by the substila* 
tlon. So it was, that looking at that blind boy, as the 
sunset rays glanced over his head, thrust through the 
singular entrance to his den, it seemed as if two heads 
had somehow been united to ibrm his, of which, only the 
lower part corresponded with the attached body. In ad-» 
dition to these peculiarities, his fingers were long and 
attenuated as an ape's. His dress was but a patchwork 
of rags. His voice alone, was pleasing, as if it had 
caught the enchantment of his music; and the hearer, list- 
ening to its winning tone, felt called upon to bestow dial 
sympathy which his unsightly appearance had otherwise 
denied him. 

Poising himself skillfnlly upon the narrow ledge, he 
rapidly drew up a long pole covered with knots, which 
served him for a ladder, and planting it on the outside, bold- 
ly, as if he knew the ground, he was soon standing amidst 
those who had summoned him. Addressing the shabby 
man by name, Tarver, he respectfuDy asked what he 
wanted. 

'^Tell this clever gentleman, and his sweet gal," replied 
Tarver, turning around with one of his hateful grins, 
'* what you was doing up there in the chapel. They heem 
you play, and didn't know what to make of it CkMBe, 
wag your tongue a bit, maybe the gendeman might give 
you something." 

The boy, without raising his face, answered in his melo- 
dious way, ^'I heem you singing, sir, and it's a long time 
sense I heem anybody at that, I cotch the tune terrecUy, 
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imd played it, that's all ; I oilers cotch a tone znightj 
quick." 

Then raising his flute, a handsome instrument, of ebony, 
that must once have cost a considerable sum, he struck 
into the piece that Mr. Norwich had sung (Eockbridge), 
and played it through. The style was masterly, and the 
lad made so proper a use of the keys, in his perfect mel- 
ody, it was a treat to hear. Eudk turned to her father, 
and begged him for a dollar from her purse, to give the 
poor boy. He granted it without a word — ^the notes had 
called back vanished hours, whose memory imbittered 
the present enjoyment 

Then the kind-hearted child took the hand that hung 
listless by the poor boy's side, and laying the coin in his 
palm — "Take this for your music," she said, "I am very 
sorry you are blind. It must be dreadful to be blind. I 
wish you could see" — and she followed her father's steps 
to the carriage. 

There were several men standing around the vehicle, 
waiting his approach. They seemed to be trying its 
springs, with much familiarity, and were handling the 
harness and whip, and criticising the points of the horses, 
with practiced skill. In fact, the intimacy was closer than 
was prudent, considering that, in the carriage-box were 
several thousand dollars in gold, whose weight could not 
fiul to betray itself to such accurate observers. But Mr. 
Norwich gave no intimations of his uneasiness, if any he 
telt; he saluted the company with politeness, and while 
he prepared the horses for starting, asked directions to the 
nearest house at which travelers' accommodation could be 
procured. The question was promptly answered by an 
elderly person in the circle, humpbacked and homely, but 
dressed more becomingly than the rest, who offered hia 
own dwelling to the gentleman, if he would accept it. It 
was but half a mile, and directly on the road which the 
gentleman was traveling, he said, and if he would put hia 
horses to their paces, he could get there in a few min« 
uiea 
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The proposition so courteonslj tendered, was not de- 
clined, and the &ther and child drove off at the rate indi- 
cated.' fiat could he have seen the covetons look that 
flashed across each Ikce as a sudden jolt brought a metallio 
sound £rom his carriage box, he had been better warned 
of the character of those who followed him. 

And now that sweetest hour of the brightest season of 
man's earthly year was passed. Nature's tracing-board 
became dim. The entwining vines, the speaking green, 
the shiftdng doud, the fruitful bush, were now covered 
with the curtain of night. The lodge of day was closed. 
Although we may know God in the darkness as well as in 
the light, yet the means of recognition are of quite a 
different nature. They are all of a distressflil cast. Dark- 
ness was gathering over the land. The voices of light being 
silenced, those of night claimed dominion. The owl, the 
whippowil, and their gloomy brethren that flit through 
the midnight and avoid the morning, had begun their 
rove. The day was passed, the last that Mr. Norwich 
should ever behold with the eyes of flesh. 

A short drive brought them to the place described. It 
was a frame house of large dimensions, formerly of some 
appearance. Built a quarter of a century before, and no 
paint or other preservative having been used upon it, 
much of the woodwork was in that fibrous state which is 
the delight of the hornet and wasp. The shingles upon 
the roof were hidden by a dense growth of moss that 
seemed to have been transplanted there from the barren 
yard. The sills of the building, exposed by the dropping 
off of weather-boards, had that hoary appearance expres- 
sively termed in the language of botany, ecmesoerU. It 
spoke eloquently of the fox-fire that would glow along its 
surface all through a damp, dark night. 

The scene of desolation around the dwelling, matched 
the appearance o{ the house. There were broken fences ; 
unpruned orchard trees ; fragments of farming utensils 
drifted from the wreck of twenty-five years ; litter from 
house and kitchen strewn heedlessly about the yard; 
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b(m69 gnftwed by hangrj doge ; gates with one hinge and 
gat90 with none. Waeda flonmhed rank in the corners. 
J^Ues of rails and decayed logs made a pUtform for the 
Imrd by day and Ae cricket by night. 

What ideas of domestic happiness can be associated 
with snch a residence — ^alas ! too often found even in the 
i^xmtrj where civilization seonres domestic happiness to 
aU who wiU receive it} 

Tb^ loud-mouthed dogs^ of which there was a multitude, 
f^MX^ by their hoarse, unwelcome bark, to warn travelers 
to pww by and tarry not. 

Sut the proprietor of this dilapidated place bustled for* 
ward with notable hospitality to remove the big gate and 
a4wt the carriage into the yard. Driving off the dogs 
with pebbles and sticks, and laying aside various obsta" 
<des in the water-channeled path, he finally landed his 
visitor^ at the door. They were met on the Uireshold by a 
woman whom he introduced as his wife. She welcomed 
th0X9 with much propriety of speech, and conducted them 
to her own room. A bountiful supper was prepared, more 
neatly spread than was to be expected from a general 
view of the place, and after partaking, the two guests 
seated themselves in a pleasant comer hand-in-hand, as 
befitted those inseparable friends. 

The valise from the coach-box had been brought in, its 
weight and jingle betraying its contents to the most casual 

ebaerve^. 

The conversation between Mr. Norwich and his hosts, 
Mr- and Mrs. Bloom, was not protracted or interesting. It 
if the error of intellectual men, in general, that they will 
uot familiarize themselves with topics that are interesting 
tp the mass : it is the misfortune of the mass, in general, 
that their catalogue of conversational topics cannot in- 
terest the intellectual. Having therefore so few points in 
common with his entertainers, Mr. Norwich could only 
make the insipid inquiries concerning the health, the 
weather, the crops, which are conventional with all classes, 
and then the oonversation flagged. 
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From tbe next room he ooald hear the noisy colloquy of 
the party that had followed the carriage to the house. 
Noting the soft voice of Carney^ the blind boy, amongst 
them, he asked permission of his host and invited him to 
entertain the party with music. 

It was not that his notes excited pleasuisble emotions. 
The heart of the solitary youth was too 'much breathed 
into his instrument to edho anything back that was enliv- 
ening. But by one of those inexplicable traits of human 
nature, the very pain was dear to the melancholy hearer, 
and he leaned back in his seat and hid his face, as for an 
hour the lad awoke most expressive music. 

Since the days of the Irish harpers, whose impassioned 
songs called up rage and love by turns, never was the 
very lawlessness of music made more effective than by 
this untutored performer. The peculiar edioes of the old 
sycamore hollow, in which, day and night, he had so long 
trilled through all the variations of his flute, had become 
a part of the performance itself. The warmth of his sen- 
sibilities and the hopelessness of his condition, poor and 
friendless and blind, gave tone to every phrase of his 
music, while the native acuteness of his ear enabled him 
to avoid those harsher discords or irregularities, calculated 
to pain so practiced an amateur as Mr. Norwich. 

His own list of airs being exhausted, Euth was directed 
by her father to hum over that of " PleyePs hymn," and 
as soon as Carney had caught it, they sang together his 
&vorite lines. 

A THOUGHT OP DEATH • 

By th« pallid ha« of those. 
Whose sweet blushes mocked the rose 
By the fixed, unmeaniiig eje, 
Sparkled once so oheerAiUy. 

3j the oold damps on the brow, 
Bj the tongue, discordaat bov; 
By tb« gasp, and laboring breath 
Wkgi! oh t€U u$, uAmt i$ tUmth! 

* ipit i«^# 4swi. MAsono tiTivoi, Jfb. 19. l^«h« A«iis» 
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B J the Taeane J of lieurt, 
Where the lost one had a part; 
By the yearning to retrieye, 
Treaauree hidden in the grare. 

By the future* hopeleaa all. 
Wrapped as in a funeral pall; 
By the links that rust beneath^ 
Wimil eA teU w, wktU it d^Af 

By the eohoes swelled aroundy 
Sigh and moan, and aorrov-eoad* 
By the grave, that opened ni^. 
Gruel, yields us no reply. 

By the silent king, whose dart 
Seeks and finds each mortal heart; 
We may know, no human Itreatk, 
Can Infirm tit tekat U deoA! 

But, the grave has spoken loud I 
Once was raised the pallid shroud;— 
When the stone was rolled away. 
When the earth in frensy's play- 
Shook her pillars to awake 
Him who suffered for our sake; 
When the rail's deep fissure showed 
Choicest mysteries of Ood I 

Tell us then, thou grave of hope. 
What is He that fills thee up I 
«' Mortal, from my chambers dim, 
Ohrist arose— inquire of him I" 



Hither, to the faintest cry. 
Notes celestial, make reply : 
" Christian, unto thee 'tis given, 
D9aik*§ apauage mfo AImomi/" 

His wishes being gratified, and a second donation hav- 
ing been made the performer from Bnth's own little pnrsei 
that was in her father's keeping, Mr. Iforwich entered into 
conversation with him, and asked for his history. It was 
a sad tale, that of the poor boy, yet not an uncommon 
one. His mother, a widow, in good circnmstances, had 
reared him up delicately, until his tenth year. Then she 
suddenly left the country, allured by the devices of a vil- 
lain, who coveted her ]»t)per1y. She left friends, and 
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self-respect) and character, she left even her blind child, 
who had no other friend but God. But when, after a 
year's abandonment to folly, she returned, a cast-off mis- 
tress, reduced to poverty, and dying with shame ; it was 
to find her boy the pauper of the county, and to hear her 
own name used before him as a pass-word of depravity. 
And then she died. And ever since that time, the author- 
ities had preserved him from starvation, by binding him 
out to the lowest bidder, by public outcry. And having 
nobody to care for him, and nothing to care for, except 
his flute, the last remnant of his father's wealth, he had 
addicted himself to lonely rambles, and to the wild music 
of, the sycamore-hollow, where the gentleman had first 
heard him playing. 

To this tale, well calculated to arouse commiseration 
in the hearers, little Suth listened with an intenseness of 
interest, that spoke of a feeling heart. The boy heard her 
sobs, as he sat with his head bowed upon his breast, and 
then he arose, came straight forward to the comer where 
she was, and respectfully reaching out his hand, took hers, 
freely offered, pressed it to his lips, and left the room. 

Movements toward retiring, now prompted Mr. Nor- 
wich to propose religious exercises as a suitable dose to 
the day. 

His offer was received with confusion; and a glance of 
peculiar meaning, passed between husband and wife. 
The hesitating reply, that there was no bible in the house, 
was met by Mr. Norwich's offer to use his; for he always 
carried one with him, he said, for company's sake; and 
no further objections appearing, the well-worn book was 
produced; a chapter was selected, which Euth stood up 
to read, and an evening hymn was sung by the pair. Then 
the philanthropist offered up a fervent prayer, and the 
family separated for sleep. 

The bedside devotions of such a Mason as Mr. Kor* 
wich, are worthy of imitation. There is a general ear 
nestness in the prayers of dying Christians, that speaks 
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of the spirit revealed to the apocalyptbt John, when he 
saw the fonr and twenty elders divest themselves of their 
resplendent crowns (tokens alike of God's approval, and 
their own noblest reward), and dash them, as worthless 
banbles, at the foot of the ttirone, and cry in heaven's own 
language, Glory be to God alokb. 

When the good man enters the sanctum sanctorom, for 
(he last time, and we know that death stands at every 
door to intercept his retreat, the language of his heart is 
eminently worthy of our notice. The Mason-prayer which 
went up from the lips of Mr. Norwich, that night, was (me 
that is used by many another faithful Brother around die 
globe. It comprehended five topics : supplication for his 
dear daughter, her who was nearest to his heart; for the 
good of Zion, and the spread of Christian and Masonic 
light; for his enemies, and the enemies of Masoniy, if any 
such, anywhere, could be found by the Allnseeing Eye; 
for his fiiends and acquaintances, and Masonic brethren, 
far and near; finally, for himself. Such an asking, doubt* 
less, met the Divine ear, and sweet should be the rest to 
follow upon it. His beloved one, who reposed in the next 
room, sunk to sleep while yet the f/rst subject of Aer 
prayer, the weal of her fother, was warm upon her heai 

And now they sleep. And the owl is hooting from h 
lonely hollow. The bat flits wildly to and fro. Dark 
clouds are rising to obscure heaven's glittering tracing- 
board from the sight. We must change the scene from 
the chamber of innocence and piety, to a room in a dis- 
tant part of the house. 

Here were congregated the various individuals whose 
cupidity had been so keenly aroused by the sound of Mr. 
Norwich's gold ; and here they had met to contrive how 
th|ty might secure that gold for themselves. 

Bloom, the master of the house, sat smoking; his fiuse 
pale with the bad thought. Ever an anon, he turned to 
the table, on which stood a large decanter of whisky, and 
the bad thought grew bi^er in his mind, as he drank it 
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t (F like water. His uglj hump loomed hi^ upon hk 
\mekj and the blood needed round his hearty while he oon- 
tKnplated the dark subject. 

The shabby man, Tarver, he with the hypocritical smile, 
was earnestly whispering to a young man, whom he ad- 
dressed as Oabe Keys. The nature of the conference, 
might readily be surmised, for there was an answering oath 
firom the person addressed, and an earnest expression that 
slipped out unawares, '^ No, no, I can't do that. Dam'mo 
that's too much-^o it yourself, if you want it done!" 
Three other men, young and old, completed the group. 
They had applied themselves to the bad thought, and to 
the decanter, until they had reached that state of stupe- 
faction, in which the maudlin ruffian can lean back, and 
stare, and let others do the talking. 

But who reclines yonder, crouched in that dark comer, 
concealed in the gloom and the folds of her apron, so that 
were it not fbr an occasional sob, her presence would 
scarcely be known to the yillains around the table ? What 
part haa woman to bear in such a conference as this ? It 
is Mrs. Bloom, whose well-ehoeen words and genteel 
honsewiftry had called forth the approbation of her guest. 
Yes, and the well-chosen words which that Christian man 
had used when he prayed, ^^ fer choicest blessings upon 
this family, — and that in Thine own good time, oh Lord I 
tiiey may be persuaded to turn to Thee and be sared " — 
the recollection of these words, conflicting with her evil 
heart and an unfeminine greed of gold, was now conynls- 
ing her frame with emotion. She could not, without a 
pang, see her pious guest defrauded, much less murdered, 
as had been brutally su^ested. It was long since the 
Toice of prayer had gone up from her dwelling. No good 
could follow such an act. Yet an opportunity to acquire 
so large a sum at a blow was not likely to be offered 
again. 

Unhappy woman ! throu^ the long years since she had 
left her father's quiet home to follow a lawless adventurer, 
the more generous emotions of her sex had evaporated. 
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More than once in her dreaiy rove, childlesB and friend 
leB6, save for him for whom she had sacrificed all things, 
she had seen blood upon her husband's gold, nor ever 
inquired from whose heart it flowed, nor ever received it 
with any the less greediness. 

So she sat, the hardened woman, and wrapped her aproo 
tightly about her face and crouched in the dark comer to 
hear the plan that was to transfer the coveted property to 
her hands. 

^^ Fm thinking, boys, there's nigh on to five thousand dol- 
lars in that valise ! It was more'n I could do to tote it in 
without help. Five thousand dollars in gold I In goidy 
boys I no taking numbers, mark you 1 — ^no stopping pay- 
ment at the bank— no getting big bills broke. Goldl 
Well, now, the question is, boys, shall we let this pile slip 
when it's safe, as one mout say, in our own hands t If we 
do, we ought to get us mattocks and grub stumps the 
balance of our days. What say you, boys } " 

These words, as may be supposed, were from Bloom. 
They were offered in a tone to bring all the ideas of the 
conspirators to a head. The shot was effective. Every 
one straightened himself up, rested his elbows upon the 
table, and put on a cruel look. Tarver, the shabby person, 
replied — ^'I say no, Eezekiah Bloom; no grubbing for 
me. I've had enough of that in my time. No letting 
things slip. That's been done too much already. That 
man upstairs is a dying man, and a month hence he'll 
have no use for the gold. His little gal can be raised on 
a heap less money than five thousand dollars. I go in for 
the gold, let come what will come." ^^ Let come what 
will come," was the general response, and the matter was 
settled. The woman ceased her sobbing. But how was 
it to be procured with safety ? 

^^ Oh set the blamed old house afire I taint worth a 
hundred dollars at best. While the iuss is gwine on, two 
on us will slip into his room and grab the gold." 

But the' woman objected to this. With the attachments 
of her sex and her dread of danger, she objected. Sh« 
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had lived too kmg in the old manflion, and she loved it, 
and it should not be bnmt. So the idea, popular though 
it was, must be abandoned. v 

^^ Then let !Nyram jam a pillar down on his £EU3e, and 
hold it thar a few minutes. That'll settle the matter and 
nobody the wiser,'' 

But Njram demurred. It was only last court that his 
neck had escaped the gallows by a legal flaw, and he was 
afrtfid. 

^' Then give him a drink of spiced liquor in the morn- 
ing. The madam thar can fix it for him, and he'll never 
want to leave her arterwards." 

But the woman knew he wouldn't drink it: didn't they 
all see how he looked when he told her to take the decan- 
ter off the supper table ? 

^' Oh knock him in the head, and be d — d to him," was 
the impatient conclusion from Lansby, a repulsive-looking 
fellow who had kept his lips closed thus far, but opened 
them now with passion at the slow procedure, " what's 
the use of foolin'? we want the money; we don't want 
him/ One lick will do the business. We can bury him 
bo's nobody but the little gal will see him. She'll never 
know but what he died naitral. I'll do it myself, d — d 
eff Idon'tl" 

Bloom passed the decanter to each of the company, 
glanced keenly round the circle to mark the effect of this 
brutal speech, and finding no appearance of dissent, he 
shook the ruffian's hand heartily, and accepted the propo- 
sition. • 

The woman breathed still more freely. The prayer was 
forgotten. The gold filled her heart. She sat erect. 

The minor arrangements were soon completed. A club 
was procured and all made ready for the midnight mur- 
der, when suddenly, from the very chamber of the man 
whose life they were thus plottijig away, there came out a 
shriek so loud, so filled with agony, that the most hard- 
ened hearer started to his feet with terror. The table was 
overturned in the general confusion, and the light extin- 



goiBhed* Another and another cry followed. The wonum 
fkinted from her chair, but there was no hand ready to 
break her fall, and so her head struck heavily upon the 
floor. AU waited in fixed anuuEement, their very life- 
blood's flow stopped while they drank in the sounds that 
were becoming more connected and more human. 

^' 'Tis the little gal," at length gasped 'DBirTer, with 
great effort, — and the spell being broken, the whole coat- 
pany, save th^ senseless female, arose and rushed towitrd 
the scene of distress. 

The door of Mr. Norwich's chamber was open. A 
candle, burning with a half-smouldered flame, stood on a 
chair. The invalid had raised himself partly erect and 
was reclining in his nightrclothes against Uie wall. 

The paleness of his countenance indicated death very 
nigh at hand ; while the floor, and the wall on which he 
leaned, and the very bed spotted with his blood, gave the 
history of his sudden attack. 

In his arms lay the screaming girl, soon to be left all 
alone in the wide world. She had been aroused from 
sleep by her father's cough, and hurrying to his beloved 
side had beheld him thus erect, bathed in crimson and 
with that death-mark on his face. Crying loudly with 
horror, she had nevertheless climbed upon his bed, and 
was now clinging convulsively to his neck as if her child- 
ish strength could restrain a departing spirit. And if 
human love might confine an immortal spirit to day, 
surely, surely that of her father would not desert poor 
Ruth. Fer in that dying eye was such concentrated 
affection — upon that face all paled over with death, such 
an expression of passionate yearning — oh death I heartless 
and deaf I green may be the fields of Canaan beyond thee, 
but the waves between are dark and stormy, and the part- 
ing on this hither bank is a rending of hearts to those 
.who level 

No eye has the dying man for aught but Ruth, no ear 
for sounds, save her affectionate words. No, althon^ the 
thievish band were even now removing the golden trea- 
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sure from the room ; although forms invisible in life or 
death to such as thej, were hovering above, he was con- 
scions onlj of her presence. In that parting mbment, 
with a last effort which bronght torrents of blood from his 
Inngs, he conld still take a medal from its concealment on 
his breast and suspend it aronnd her neck: he could reach 
to his coat for a package and place* it with a meaning 
look, in her hands, and thus gnide the shrewd girl to con- 
ceal them both so that even the harpies aronnd failed to 
mark the act. 

In a few minutes all was ended, and Buth was torn, 
amidst the wildest passion of grief, from the body of her 
&ther. Few scruples had the hardened ruffians to com- 
plete their work. The gold was immediately hidden. 
He horses were hurried from the country, t$ be sold at a 
distant point. The carriage and harness were destroyed 
by fire, only the incombustible portion being concealed in 
a private apartment of the house. 

By daylight the body was laid out for interment. A 
rude coffin, made ^ the room below, concealed it from 
the eyes of the little girl, who yet stood hour after hour 
watching over it as the angels watched over her. A score 
of neighbors was called in, shabby and depraved like the 
rest, and by their assistance the emaciated frame was car- 
ried to the nesTrest hill and buried. A pile of logs and 
rails heaped over it formed its only monument, and then 
with loud jests and riotous laughter the company returned 
to the house to carouse. The drinking bout, which had 
been interrupted by this duty, was renewed with additional 
gusto, and then, through all the day and through the fbl- 
Iqwing night, that desolate orphan sat on the bedside in 
the chamber where her father had so recently died, and 
wept and shuddered. But although alone, and the hoosd 
reverberating with the noise of fiends, there was a good 
presence around her and she got no harm. 

About sunrise she fell asleep, and when Mrs. Bloom 
came up to call her to breakfast, the gentle creature was 
smiling in the imagery of so sweet a dream, tb^t tha 
19 
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iroman t«rL^d a^waj with a softened heart and dunt not 
diatnrb l>er. 

, A we^k now lapsed, and it was yet in debate among 
th^ ruffians, how they should dispose of Ruth. 

Being Artfully interrogated by Bloom, she had displayed 
afu^h a knowledge of her Other's circumstances, and espe* 
cially of the amoui^t of property in his possession, at the 
time of death, and had exhibited so clear an appreciation 
of her: own rights, that- the alarmed r man reported the 
facts to his comrades, with dismay. 

The proposition of the brutal Nyram, to put her out of 
theway, was negatived on all hands. Her amiable man- 
ners, inherited from her Masonic parentage, her sad stat^ 
of orphanage, together with the immense loss she had sus- 
tained, gave^ier a sort of claim, anomalous as it was, to 
their protection. Even Tarver himself, acknowledged, 
*' 'Tis enough for her to lose her daddy, and five thousand 
dollars I let the poor, little thing live !" Mrs. Bloom would 
willingly have adopted her as her own daught^, but for 
the danger of eventual discovery. ^ 

As a substitute for all the rejectedf^'schemes, it was at 
last proposed by one of them, Soper by name, to take her 
clear out of the country. In the State of Connecticut, he 
said, he had a sister, an old woman, unmarried, and poor, 
and for the matter of a hundred dollars, or two, she would 
do anything he wanted of her. If the worst came to the 
worst, the girl could never be traced back again, and for 
his part, he couldn't think of anything better. So said 
they all, and the project was unanimously adopted. 

All this time, Kuth, unconscious of their vile plots, was 
wondering why she did not see anything of the blind boy, 
Carney. More than once, as she lay awake, in the dark 
nights, she had imagined it was his flute that breathed so 
sweetly beneath her window — but then, it might have 
been the angels; — ^she hoped it was. With more than 
youthful prudence, she had refrained from speaking of 
him, ever since she had overheard a fierce remark from 
Tarver, concerning him. But she watched and listened 



eloBely— for the orphan girl had somehow itSBociated A^ 
idet^ of friendBhip with Carney, and expected some sort 
of aid at his hands ; — is it not always so, that we feel a 
friendship for those to whom we have been compassionate 
and kind? — and she longed very much to see him. 

8he*had sereral times started to walk down to the old 
sycamore, bnt Mrs. Bloom kept snch an eye npon bisr 
movements, that althongh she was too inexperienced ' to 
be enspicions, she conld not avoid a feeling of condtraiHt^ 
and her uneasiness increased. On one occasion, as that 
person was attending to some nnexpeeted call in hous^- 
hold affairs, Rnth took her little bonnet, hastily,' -and left 
the honse. " ''i 

She had no difScnlty in keeping the proper road; aAd 
none in finding, the tree. Arrived there, breathless, Bh^ 
was disappointed in not getting an answer to her call; for 
she had no thongfat of Carney's being absent. 8be4flit 
down, and wept with grief. Then rising,' she started 'f# 
turn back, when, to her great joy, she saw him comiitg 
through the woods, toward her. It was wonderfill to see 
the firmness and precision with which he trod; th^ '/with 
with which he traversed that foreet. Without any psfth^ 
or apparently anything that conld ftimish a cine t& hit 
course, he threw his feet boldly forward, avoiding the 
trees (perhaps warned by the slight hillocks around thd^ 
bases), pushed aside the undergrowA, and strode, straight 
as the bee flies, to the old sycamore. Discovering, by 
some perception, that we are Unprovided with, that Sutli 
was standing there, he at once addressed himself to h^ 
in his rude backwoods' speech. '- ' 

"I'se glad you come. Miss I Pse been looking fol-you 
gwine on a week. I played every night, loud as I dar, 
under your winder, hopes you mout hear me. Poor litde 
Miss, you'se all alone, now." This abrupt remark occa- 
sioned a tempest of sobs, at which the lafd tidd^ hastily! 
"No, no, poor gal, don't cry I I didn** mean that nobwfy 
don't keer for you. Don't you 'member what yovr daddy- 
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M&d, Biglit lie prayed? Yon^se not aU alone. Bat aay, 
little gal, did Mr. Bloom hand yon over any of yonr 
daddy '• things? money, nor nothin?" 

"Kot a cent, nor anything.'' 

*^ And My, little gal, was this all the money yon bad ; 
ti)at| that yon gave me?" — taking ont the two ^ver dol 
ki$ that Rath had so kindly presented him with. 

'^Noi| I had some more, but £Either kept it for m^ and I 
dent know what became of it when he died.'' 

^Foor gal, yon mnst take this back then. I can't keep 
it|^--*4md as she drew back to dedine, he insisted — '^yes, 
yon most ke^ it, for yonll want it now; bnt don't let 
Mrs. Bloom see it, 'caze she lores money so well. Now 
eff yon don't take it, Fll throw it in the branch! That's 
a good gal. Hide it away keerfhlly. Bnt I hear some 
body comin', and I mnst leare. It wonldnt be good for 
yon to be seen with me, caze the folks at the big house 
has got somethin' agin me. Bnt one thing. Miss, FU come 
nader yonr winder every night; and if they offer yon any 
liqnor, don't yon drink it." 

And away the lad harried into the thickest of the on- 
dergrowth, traversing the woodland as well in the dark, 
as any Mason conld do in the light. 

Scarcely was be concealed, when Bnth was bailed by 
Mr. Bloom, who, discovmng her absence, had hastily 
monnted his horse, to search for her. He took her behind 
him, his ugly hnmp appearing still more disgusting, ss 
she was constrained to clasp her arms round it to main- 
tain her seat; and sternly demanded why she had left the 
house. He, moreover, threatened her, if she did so again, 
with the severest punishment. 

It was only the next morning, that Mrs. Bloom pre- 
pared a cap-full of hot spirits for her, under pretense of 
her having caught cold by her walk, and directed her to 
drink it as medicine. The cautious child, remembering 
Oan&ey's warning, took it to the window, under pretense 
of ooeliag it, and threw it out. She was immediately pat 
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to bed ; ftnd for seTeral hours, Boper stood at the door of 
her chamber, as if prepared for trarel, waiting for her to 
sleep. 

Bat as she continiied awake, the plot was necessarily 
postponed for the day. At night, Mrs. Bloom brought 
her a suit of plain garments, that she had made fbr her, 
and told her to laj aside the cosflj dothes she had worn, 
snd pot on these cheap ones. As this inyolved the dis- 
eoverf of her father's package, she was put to much di»- 
tress. There was no waj to conceal it, and yet, if lAe 
understood her father's dying look, it was important Ibr 
her future welfare, that it should be presenred. 

HappSy, as she sat musing in the dark chamber, she 
neard the wailing notes, low and soft as the night wind 
itself, from the ground beneath, and understood that the 
bHnd boy was there. His was the roice of a friend. A 
sudden thought — the lonely tree, the solitary lad ; no one 
would ever think of searching fbr it there — ^perhaps some 
day she could find a better place— she would trust him 
with the package; and raising the old sash carefully, Ae 
diropped it out. 

^e attempt to stupiff her with drugs, was renewed Ae 
next morning, Mrs. Bloom insisting upon her drinking the 
cup-full of spirits, under her own eye. Buth was thus 
driven to the bold step of reflising it; and although tte 
interested parties threatened her, and eren struck her witli 
severe blows, the brave girl persisted in her determination. 

That band, however, was not to be thus baffled, and 
other means, more effectual, were resorted to. At supper, 
in taking her cup of milk, Buth observed a bitter flavor, 
birt unwilling to be troublesome, or faring to speak of it, 
she drank it up as usual. It was enough. 8he fell at 
once into a profound sleep. While in that senseless con- 
dftion, the woman wrapped her up in her large doak, 
placed her in a light wagon, by the side of Soper, and by 
daylight, she stood on the banks of the Ohio river, her 
ideas floating in the wildest confusion, and no living per- 
Bon, but Soper, in view. 
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•Charity (L«v«) !• kind; ■•▼•r fkitoth . . . ud bow abidatk fUth, hope, eharity, 
thif«; b«^ ths fiMtott of^tiwM ^ ehjuitr.'* ** Faith, if it hath Mt worlu, it daad, 

• -I ' • : . • • • f 

FoBTY years. since) aii4^ weatern New York was a wU- 
49^l^BB, oniAhab^ted, n^re^grted tp.. A jouniej from the 
4itilai]^^ coast to Lake Erie was nsuall j accomplished on 
Bijytidi soil ; oi; if the fearless traveler .yentnred up<»i the 
9^ hnnd^ed miles of lapd carriage orer his own State, if 
^^ Mt W^ would nndietrtake an arduons, dubionslj-safe 
campaign. 

), In thatidaj^. there arose a man of large intellectual ca- 
gl^j, a Freemason^ by name De Witt Clintpn. It has 
l^^en suggested that this person should have been bom at 
i| later period. It has been made a matter of sympathy 
^t^ som^,. that he, and others such as .he (to-wit: Coper- 
i^us, ^ocrates, Fulton, and the like,) should noi^ have beep 
c^t in a generation that, would have appreciated them 
better and done them more honor. But do not these cav- 
ilers at God's allotments know that such men as Clinton 
sppDediiii& age! Do they not know that the h^ffvest ws 
ans reaping,, golden and ample to our sickles, is the result 
0^ the .mental toil, the fruits of the far-seeing wisdom of 
such as he t It was for m they lired and toiled — th&y are 
Japing in the fields further on I 

,.Jn that day arose Clinton and proposed a communica- 
tioi^ between the great sea of the East and the 'inland 
o(:Qan of the West^^and lo, the rough and ru^;ed road 
n^as made smooth 1 He lived to see his gigantic plan ac- 
complished. He lived to glide, bedecked in fuU masonic 
^ost^me,. surrounded with a vast company of Masons of 
aU degrees, 363 miles on this artificial channel| and to 
n^iqgle the brine of two seas with the softer waters of the 
lake.* BiM^ he was not spared to witness the full blessings 
of the W9i*k; and how innumerable farms and villages 

'^A'bofcUe of wtier friom tk« PkdSo oomb luA Un, ftuBithtd Vj om «f thi 
BATftl eonunaaden; 
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and towns and cities sprung like magic along that grand 
artery of mercantile life ; and how tier npon tier of oomv- 
ties on either hand were enriched by ita genial flow ; and 
how by meana of branches and roods, eveiy portkm of tba 
State, however inaocessible, was tied to it — Cllinton died 
while all was green around him, and, as we have said, ha 
reaps his reward in another sphere. He- died before emr 
inent success proved him to possess the genuine spirit of 
modern prophesy ; the results of sound judgment and an 
intimate knowledge of the. character of the race. Peaooii 
peace to the memory of De Witt Clintcm I He aleepa 
well. Freemasons, he was a tried friend to your orders i 

Between the same grand centers of trade a railroad in 
later times was constructed ; and it is upon that road wa 
locate the second chapter of our story. 

It was within sight of one of the flourishing towna that 
draw sustenance from the road as the ivy from the oak, 
that a small party of country people had gathered, ona 
morning, to see the train pass up. The sight of a loeomo- 
tive was as yet a rarity, and the shrewd York fanners wefa 
giving a luncheon to their curiosity by scrutinizing emtf 
part of the strange thoroughfare, its rails, timbers and 
rivets, before the much-talked of monster should ajqproaoh. 
Many and sage were their speculations upon the wonder* 
All power thus applied to land carriage. Keen was their 
guessing at the earliest period when their veiy wheat ha^ 
vests should be gathered by steam ! 

Upon a pile of decayed logs, partly hidden in Inriers^ 
close by the gravel-bank on which the party was dua- 
tered, was a dove- upon her nest. Thiawas the day eel 
apart, inthe order of tilings, for her little egga to disdoaa 
their mysteries; and as a gentle chipping and chirping and 
commotion had been going on beneath her^ all through 
the night, it may well be supposed that her nuatemai aax* 
iety would forbid her leaving them for an instanl So she 
sat stUl while the noisy people threw pebbles carelessly 
about and jerked their whittlings upon her very back, un- 
conscious of her proximity. 
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The time at which the train was due had arrived. An V 

iBgoidoiia member of the partj) who had studied elemea* 
ta^ philoeophy and ncthmg d^e^ laid his ear to the rail 
ta be foat in anaovnciiig its approach. From that dan- 
gexDiii position, howayer, he was inoontineDtl j dragged 
1^ his affiedionata mamma. The locamoiar might oome 
before he knew it and cut c^ his head I No great loss to 
Hie ooqntry, but cooaidwable to him and to her t 

Let US go a mile or two westward and enter the paaaen- 
l/n ear of the train* It is foil, quite foil. The oompaiiy 
is one of those mixtureB readily made by taking fifteen 
herosB from Dickens's noTels, nniting them with fifteen 
from Bnlwer's (neutralising the vmy romantic of the one 
with the ifery natural of the other,) pouring in a few frcHU 
Cooper, Ingram and Arthnr, then ladling out the stuff by 
seat-foils. 

About half-way the car, there is a superlatively Iri$h 
Irishman, dividing his time between drawing in clandes- 
tiaa wbiis of tobacco smoke from a dirty pip^, concealed 
in his eoat-sleeve, and blowing them out again throngh a 
kste iix the window. Nobody knows who is smoking. 
Everybody knows wmebody is smoking. The seven seats 
back a;re nauseated horribly, and stomach-sick with the 
stenoh ) and two or three women declare, they shall &int 
dean over. Hie conductor foams and frets — nay, he looi$ 
aa if he swears. But he cannot discover the offender. 
That Irishman, Pat Lymp is his cognomen, has violated 
C»F rales too dEten, to be caught at it now. 

Ib front of Mr. Lymp, sits an individual, seedy in garb, 
BSglected ia person, who is uneasy about something more 
than lobacco-smoke ; for if he has scanned the connte- 
aano^ of eveiy person in that car once, he has done it 
fifty times, and whenever the enraged conductor daps 
him (M the should^, to look at his ticket (which he does 
erory twenty minutes), he starts up in terror, as if it was 
the high shei'ff himself. ^^That man has got something 
on his mind/' remarks the tsJl, hatchet-iaced gentleman, 
two seats back, as he catiches hia eye for the fifty-first time. 
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By tbe side of the seedy man, sits a sweet little girl. 
The peculiarity of her dress, is its neatness, a freshness 
so to speak, that tbe coarse calico, and the cheap shawl, and 
the home-made bonnet, would hardly justify ns in expect* 
ing. Her golden hair, scarcely visible for the ill-shaped 
bonnet that swallows it up, is so sunny, and so pret^^ 
that it tempts every beholder to take a closer peep. That 
ohild ia not the child of the seedy man, for see how lady- 
like the creature sits, with her feet firmly covered, her 
hands, little as a doll's, clasped upon her lap, and her 
sweetest of qjob glancing modestly toward Mr. Bertisor, 
the hatchet-faced man, who is talktug very loud to two 
lawyer-looking people, behind him (just from court), as 
he takes out, and puts back a whole carpet-bag magazine 
of things, to get at a small book, which, with the usual 
obstinacy of a carpet-bag, has been encouraged to hide 
itself in the most distant comer of the same. 

Mr. B., is somewhat hoarse, for three hours' steady 
talking in the cars is calculated to dry up the larynx (or 
whatever the doctors call it), and to distress the bellows 
below. But little does the hatchet-faced man regard 
hoarseness. He talks on, and on, and on, and you can 
hear him in broken doses, dear to the lanterns, in such 
words as erUAymenuttioaly coO/usory^ wchiUctfwtaL rediMf^ 
danciesy and the like, heavy artillery of speech to be sure ; 
and you can be certain that he is interested, if not inter- 
esting, for his face is very scarlet with earnestness, very 
indeed. But what does Mr. Bertisor want with that little 
book? Surely, he can't write in the cars! Yes, he turns 
to the window, pencil in hand, and in a palsied style of 
calligraphy, notes down and numbers there six thoughts: 
^'No. 5. The tender that we passed this morning, had 
th$ broken column painted on it. 6. Gtoethe's last words 
were, 'more light.' 7. Tbe phrase, 'there's nothing new 
under the sun,' which bothers the commentators so, and 
meets such frequent contradictions at all hands, only 
means, that Solomon fixed Masonry just as he wonted it, 
and notMoff ^mo (that is,liotbiiw of the ohanuster of inno- 
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vation), could poseiblj be admitted into it — that's all. 
8. Beligions people have two words in use: jirofeasors and 
Ohristia/M — sometimes very different characters. In our 
order, nnfortunatdj, we have but one term, Masons^ al- 
iliou^ two are badlj needed. 9. Joseph was a carpen- 
ter—query, Mascnt 10. When a little boy, I heard my 
father say, that a good Mason was worthy to sit on the 
right hand of God." While Mr. B., is tiius writing iri 
paralytic characters, the various thoughts suggested by 
Aieir conversation, one of the lawyer-looking gentlemen 
observes, in a railroad-whisper, '^Tliat man is either crazy 
or he is a Freemason P Now, a railroad whisper is con- 
siderably louder than a thunder-clap, and so, the prim 
little lassie, whose hair is so golden, hears it. Poor crea- 
ture, what's the odds to her! Why does she start that 
way, and flush her cheeks like a peony, at the word Mor 
9on! 

On the same page of Mr. Bertisor's memorandum-book, 
are four other queer, disconnected id^as, viz.: "No. 1. 
Over Lawrence Sterne's grave is a monument, erected by 
two Freemasons, who say, in the epitaph, that although 
he did not b've to become a member, yet, his all-incom- 
parable performances prove him to have acted by rule and 
square. 2. There are two great masonic secrets of olden 
time, now lost (I fear forever lost), to the craft, Kfting inh 
fnenady hecm/ stones^ and mahmg im^erishahle cement — 
no persons need try to originate a secret society, to com- 
pete with Masonry, until they re-discover those two lost 
essentials. 3. Was there not something peculiar in the 
sign made by our Savior, in breaking bread? See Luke 
xxiv. 30-36. 4. Home's Litrod., ch. 5, has, "To believe 
that God exists, is the foundation of all religion." 

The memorandum-book itself, as we can see from the 
title-page, is styled Daily Half Soobes. The genera 
arrangement is that of a Diaiy. Ten or more thoughts 
are dinmally recorded there. On the page back, which 
has yesterday's date aflSxed, are these ten, numbered like 
flour barrels: "No. 1. Washington, in his letter to Gates, 
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Feb. Mj 1778, tiBes the words, 'peace and harmony.' 2. 
Our pledge ttninfluenced by mercenary motives — does it 
net ran connter to the mercenary practice of the ancient 
JewB, in taming the conrts of the temple into markets 
and brokers' shops t 3. Samson, for revealing the great 
seeret with which Gk>d had- intrusted him, perished. 4. 
Side degrees may be compared to the apartments around 
liie temple, which leaned upcm it, but were not mortised 
or jointed in it {1 Kings vi., 6). 5. Queer chap, yester* 
day — said he wasn't afraid of perishing on his road to 
Masonry — ^he'd seen lots of folks made Masons, and nerer 
missed any afterward I 6. As a Mason is a person who 
both hnowa and does^ who promises and performs, there* 
fore, there can be no such thing as a secedmg Maeon* 7. 
If somebody would get up a neat chart of masonic events, 
handsomely mounted on rollers, it would be of real util- 
ity to the craft. 8. That was an amusing blunder Lymp 
made, between French- rv^ and French rigTUa. 9. G. L., 
of Bhode Island, June 24, 1836, took a banquet iJoWumt 
spfHU! 10. In England, a man may hold membership 
and office, in several Lodges at once." 

Into this little book, then, the gatherings of his daily 
experience in Masonry, Mr. Bertisor enters the gleanings 
of the meaning, and dien looks up to catch that prettiest 
pair of eyes, fixed wistfully on his, while Mr. Lymp, his 
servant, is coughing himself into the last agonies of stran- 
gulation, at a cubic foot of tobacco smoke he has aoci* 
dently inhaled. Setributive justice I 

So goes the little world within the passenger-car. The 
York farmers are looking amazedly at the approaching 
train. The town is in plain vieW. Hie brakes are put 
on and the speed is lessening, when lo, an accident I An 
axle breaks, and the little world is instantaneously flung 
from its orbit. 

It tears along as though such a matter as a broken axle 
were nothing. It tears along, to the utter destruction of 
metal and wood, the deep channeling of the hard gravel 
pan, the crushing of human boaes, mild the bnufiing of 
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human flesh ; the Bhattored car tean along twice, thrice its 
length, then Btopa short, an unhappy pile. And now 
there is an awful state of affiurs within it. The seedj man 
haa left the side of the little prim lassie; has been hnrled 
liorward as a pebble from DaTid's sling; has besmeared 
the gravel pan with hia white brains. The Iiiahman^ 
eongh has been checked, and himself, pipe and all, gone 
a great wi^ forward through the sash. The masonic 
itemizer striving, in obedience to the laws of momentom, 
to fi>llow Mr. Ljmp, has been suddenly stopped by a pio- 
jeeting bench, and found himself with the golden locks, 
and the sweet little girl happily clasped in his arma, both 
quite unhurt, while his carpet-bag has flown on befi»% 
The lawyer^looking gentleman, has described yarioos 
Gurves, hyperbolic, parabolic, and catenary, and are now 
seleoting one another from the d^aae mass of bodies, mala 
and female, which fill the wreck. The York fumers, soon 
as their freight permits them to move, move with stoui 
arms, to releaae their fellow-beings, if happily, it be not too 
late. The mother-bird leaves her chicks, all struggling 
in their shells as they are, too much tendfied by the thun- 
der of the steam-pipe, and the crack of wood and nietal, 
to heed aught else. 

An hour passes, and four hundred people are on the 
•pot. The dead are found to be only two in number, and 
they are both men. The aeedy one lies on the grav^ 
bank ; his head wrapped in the litfle doak that the lassie 
has spared him, so that the protruding brains and eyes 
may not be seen. The other is a manlier corpse, one over 
which not more than &irty summers have passed. He 
has a domestic look; his linen is so pure and neat; his 
dothing has been so well looked to, that nobody donbls 
but what that ruddy lip of his pressed one still ruddier at 
parting the day before — one that, alas I will never press his 
ruddy lip again. His death, the doctors say (and they 
have already four theories hotly contested, concerning il), 
was from a severe blow over the heart. But the blow has 
not distorted his features at all. For as he Uea by tiM 
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Bide of his partner-corpse, there is a smile on it, as if all 
this bustle were but a pleasant dream, from which he 
would awake, by-and-bj, refreshed. Mr. Bertisor has 
taken in ehaige his pocket-book, and from something die- 
eovered there, has beoome much interested in the corpse. 
He is making a host of memoranda. He has written oat 
an accnrate statement of the manner of death with legal 
precision, also an exact description of the corpse, etc.; has 
kad Uie paper signed bj five respectable persons, the 
lawyer-looking gentiieman among the rest, ^md a magia^ 
trate is taking their legal acknowledgments of signatnze. 
Ifr. Lymp has got a new pipe and is smoking it, off a 
little way, telling four and twenty Irishmen all about the 
aeoident, between the pnfb. 

The sweet little lassie, what has beoome of her? YoBh 
der she is, by that dove's nest, the mother bird having 
hastened home again, npon that pile of logs, and never 
was dove mofe tender than the little girl is. For some- 
how, one of the little ones had got crowded ont of the nest, 
and was well nigh choked to death in the grass. But 
little golden-hair, she picked it up, and pnt it under its 
mother's softest wing, noway alarmed at the act, (why 
should it bef), and is now watching with dewy eyes the 
gentle fiunily. 

Among the passengers there is even yet great conster* 
nation. This railroad traveling was a new Hung to them, 
and the accidents of course much exaggerated. The 
women are wringing their hands, crying, and casting fear- 
ful looks at the two corpses stretched oat there on the 
gravdrbed. The wounded, quite a number, are staunch- 
ing their blood-flow and closing their gashes and submit- 
ting to have displaced bones replaced, and patching them* 
selves up as well as they can. One man, an exchange 
broker it is hinted, had passed marvelously through a ten- 
by4welve window frame and suffered much loss of £aoe 
thereby. He is employing the two lawyers to draw up 
his complaint in ample form, to secure good damages from 
the company. 
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Another hour has passed. 13ie relief tiain has come 
down from the nearest depot, and nearly all the passen- 
gers have harried to seats, the danger passing from mind, 
the tme Yaskee desire to get an becoming prominent. 
The broker has left the remains of his face upon the shat- 
tered glass, and with the document that is to give him 
swinging damages at the legal tribunal^ has entered^ tha 
oar. The two lawyer-looking men are there . already, e»A 
with his fee carefully pocketed. Only Mr. Bertisor and 
his servant Mr. Lymp, and the corpses, are left behind. 
Only them and the liUl0 girl^ still watching the doves, to- 
ward which her eyes seem drawn with an irresistible at- 
traction. The mother-bird has gone a little way for eser- 
cise, for all her eggs are hatched now, and well she knows 
that no evil can befieill her offipring while that sweet one 
keeps tryst 

. The hatchet-faced man is sitting, book in hand, by the 
side of the dead. Between writing memoranda and ob- 
serving tha actions of his selfish feUow-pasaengers, be has 
made himself very bnsy. Glance with ns over the book. 
'^No. 1. How debased is the first position, how command- 
ing the second 1 2. How conld a man who believes in 
purgatory, be a consistent Mason ? we deal in tiirees, and 
earthy hell and heamen constitute- the triad of onr existence. 
8. Onrious that the old masonic magaQsee said so little 
about Masonry. 4. There -are two parties in opinion re- 
specting our antiquity. It will be found, on inquiry, that 
those who maintain a modem origin, have no higher view 
of Masonry than the notion of a charitable institution^ 5. 
If language and peculiar turns of thought prove anything, 
it would be easy to show that St. Paul was a Mason« 
Many of his remarkable escapes, and much of his unpre* 
oedented success as a missionary among the heathen, may 
rationally be referred to this frict. 6. The idea advanced 
by Carlos, that ^ David's orders concerning Joab's death 
had reference : to the latter's breach of masonic faith in 
killing Amasa,' is worth considering. 7. Masonry, like 
religion, must be studied more from principles thfa pni» 
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tic&— more from what it fndffkt do than what it doea. 8.. 
The same argument, bo frequently applied to the restricted 
liberality of Masons, applies to all benevolence. 9. The 
IiMian custom of borying their dead on hills, may be 
traced to Masonry. 10. The anti«ixiasoiuc exdtevfiikt 
eommenced in "Sew York in 1826 ; it reached Maasachn 
setts the next year, and was at itstheigfat Ja 1830-1.'' 

Bntxiow the condaotor, who has iost an eary rubbed. <^ 
somehow, notifies the memorandum-mak^ that the.oaBi 
ase about to starts . At this,, he goes hat in hand to the 
passengecswith^' Please, ladies and gentlemen, here is a 
desolate girl I she has no friend in this yicinity^ and she is 
Tety poorl help hei: for Bis sajke who lias so , mercifully 
preserved you this.day I " The appeal succeeds.. Thert 
is a general moTemant toward purse and pocket. The 
shock has not quite left the spirits of the company yet^ 
and they all feel the force of his appeal that ^^ they had 
been mercifully preserved that day." . They gave as they 
were able4' Those who were most mangled^ gave most; 
those without a bruise, the least. The broker of course 
gave 'nothings ^ He rather seemed to take: it as a peiv- 
s<mal thing that he should be asked. ' Altogether, the hat 
tieoeiyed fifty dollars, to which the one-eared conductor 
added ten, and the hatchet-faced man then retired with 
these words: '^So may 6od Almighty deal with you, 
ladies and gentlemen, as you have dealt with this poor 
deserted thing to-day I " and he resumed his seat between 
the corpses and resumed his writing as before ! 

Oars ready, sir 1 About to start ! The last signal t 
Youll be left, sir! — ^and away speeds the train with a 
shriek and a yell, as if the ghosts of all railroad sufferers 
were giving utterance in one dreadful voice. The last 
sound died away on the ear just as the hatchet-faced man 
finished No. 5 of this batch : "No* 1. The French abbre- 
viation for these words, ' To the Olory of the Grand Arch- 
itect of the Universe,' is A. L. G. D. A. D. L'U. 2. A. 
L'O. signifies The Grand Orient 8. Singular that Shak- 
speare says nothing of Masonry. 4* The Ark was three 
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feet nine indtes long, two feet three inches wide and deep 
6. Hie scidnce of FreemaBonrj is Geometry, the oH in 
Architecture.^' 

And what tays little golden-hair, as the crowd, bo latelj 
her fellow-paasengerB, forsakes her, while she sits iheie on 
tiia log*pfle witii the little birds \ Has she no fears for 
die future? Where is she to go ! Who will be kind to 
liiat sensitiTe nature, which feeds on kindness as the hum- 
ming-bird on sweetst Was there not one, out of all that 
five hundred, to go up to the lonely thing and Idas her 
and say a word of sympathy for dear Ohiist's sake t Not 
one. Sympathy were only wasted on a child with coarse 
fh>ck and home-made bonnet ! Not one. And the crowd 
has separated ; and now there are no others in sight eocoept 
the dead bodies and Mr. BertsBor and his servant Lymp^ 
and the doves, old and young. 

A wagon drives rattling up. The corpses are laid 
within it. It drives rattling away again. And the 
mother-bird has come back home, and settling her downy 
wings over the brood, has unthankftdly dismissed little 
golden-hair from her charge. ' And now rising up, happy 
firom the domestic scene, she looks around upon the sdi- 
tude, and it does verily appear to her afEectionate heart 
that the wide, wide world is lonely. 

A constable, a rude official, approaches her, and with 
his coarse voice, tells her to follow him to the poor-house. 
Would rather not t poor thing, what will you do ! Would 
rather stay here ? Silly lamb, there is no one here to feed 
you. God will take care of youf Ah foolish one, how 
little you know about it! Oome, follow on. Yonder 
big red house is the place. There's a hundred boys and 
girls there already. The rude man, who never had a little 
girl of his own, and knows nothing how tenderly little 
giris are constructed, jerks her hand roughly, and so, 
humbly as becomes a thing in coarse attire, she walloi 
after him. She walks after him, past the wreck, and past 
the spot where her little shawl has been thrown away with 
all the horrid red and white stains upon it, and close to 
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fhe hatcbet-faced man, who with his Bervant (Bmokxng to- 
baoco) is sitting under an oak tree watching her. Strange 
man, that 1 He has written the rest of the half score. 
'^ 6. The 6. L. of England keeps St. George's day, which 
is April 23 ; the O. L. of Scotland, St. Andrew's day, Not. 
30. 7* A master's garel, in olden times, was very appro- 
priately styled a Mrapn, 8. The hours of work, from the 
vernal to the autumnal equinox, should be from seven to len; 
the other six months, from six to nine. 9. A half shekel of 
silver was paid by every Jewish nude, on coming of age, 
as a poll-tax to keep up the temple and temple service. 
10* Th^ star in the Texan coatof-arms, was adopted on 
purely masonic considerations." It seems that whenevw 
he gets excited on any subject, nothing but half-scores 
brings him down again. Yet he has never for an instant 
taken his attention from that little girl, not for a iringle 
instant since be lifted her bo tenderiy from the broken car. 
Not an instant but what he had a half glance toward that 
log-pile on which she and the birds sat together. 

But, strange man, he has not spoken a single word to 
her, not one I Now, as the constable is walking past, ha 
stops him. What he says is not recorded. None heavd 
it but Lymp and the oonstaUe and the golden-haired girl. 
But its effect was considerable ; for Lymp runs on to town, 
with a tear in his eye and the pipe in his mouth. And 
the surly constable, smiling graciously over someliiing 
round and yellow that has been dropped in his hand, 
walks off toward the poor-house. And then the hatchet- 
fBced man leads the poor creature back again to the log- 
heap, and one sitting each side of the dove's nest, he 
hears all her pitiful story. 

It was about a young thing, who, only a few weeks back, 
had a large doH and a doll-house ; and a dear mamma, and 
a dear papa, and a dear home, and books, and a garden. 
But her dear mamma died; and then papa sold the home, 
and sorted away off to see uncle Lorenzo, and on the way 
he died, too, and he was all bloody. And the emel peopl^ 
bmied him; and then they took away her doll, and her 
20 
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ine dpfheB, and made her put on these oomzse ones ; and 
then Mr. Boper brought her a great waj to this plaoei 
whero he got killed. 

And there was a good deal more of it — how dear mamma 
had named her Buth; and told her never to fear, bnt 
what Ood wonld make friends for her wherever she went. 
And she believed what her mamma said, and she never 
would be afraid. 

^^ And wiU little Buth go with me, and be mj litfle girl, 
and show me how to tmst in God, too?" 

Yes, little Buth thought she wonld like to go with the 
gentleman, fi>r he. looked as if he was good; and she 
thought he was the friend that her mamma had told her 
about. 

All this was protracted through the space of several 
hours. There was so much of the romantic and beautifril, 
so much that was sublime in the pure iSEtith of the orphan 
child, ^^ who never would be afraid," that it seemed as if 
the hatchet-&ced man would never weaiy with hearing it, 
never rest his pencil with recording it in jots and items. 
But when he had, at last, crumbled it all into his memo- 
randum book, and the little hand, all glowing with trust, 
was laid in his, when he heard her resolutelj affirm that 
she was ready to go anywhere with him, the mother-dove 
fluttered her wings with fright at his loud voice, and the 
emphatic gesture with which he declared: ^^Oh, God, 
Thou Learestl I will never leave thee, dear child, while 
breath is breath !" And so, the pair walked together to 
tiie town, leaving the big, red poor-house, far to the left, 
and to the apartments which Lymp had prepared for 
them. Mantuamakers were set forthwith to work, and 
bj the Bwppeir hour, so inde&tigablj did the Irishman 
urge on the ladies with his presence and his pipe, that a 
perfect metamorphosis was produced in the appearance 
of the girl, by means of new and becoming garments. 
There was not a person in the house but what could now 
see tiie propriety of Mr. B.'s adoption. Mr. T^. himselfi 
had forly-nine items ready by the snpper-beU. ^^ No. 1. 



TEE BCHO AND THE FLXTTE. 808 

Baflors prefient a remarkable anomaly iu Masonry, for 
while they have the soeial and benevolent traits of the 
order in perfection, they are singularly addicted to foul* 
of the fanlts, particularly reprobated by ns: swearing, in- 
temperance, fighting, and Sabbath-breaking. 2. Those who 
say that Masons do not divnlge their secrets, heccmse ihey 
ha/oe none^ may as well say, that a virtnons female will not 
dispense her favors to all, heccmse sTie has none! 8. The 
veiy idea of "Once a Mason, always a Mason," for- 
bids innovations ; therefore, it wonld be nnconstitntional 
to snspend a demitted Mason, merely because he will not 
affiliate himself. 4. A comical reason why females can- 
not be Masons, is that onr regalia is too plain. Symbolic 
Masonry authorizes no adornments. 6. The following 
seems to be an unanswerable argument why Masons 
should attend their lodges punctually, and not demit; 
they must associate with, aid, and speak kindly to all 
Masons : they are furnished with an effectual means of 
keeping out those to whom they could not thus extend 
fraternal favors ; therefore, they should be on the spot to 
guard their own interests, as well as those of the order." 

The next day and the next, and whole weeks passed, 
happy days and weeks to Buth, in spite of sad mem- 
ories and thoughts of the lost. A daily visit to the 
doves, now growing finely, and big enough to begin to be 
afraid of her ; a few hours to swing ; a few to reading ; a 
few at that lightest of all garden rakes — ^and so passed the 
hours from sun to sun. 

The hatchetfaced man, in the intervals between memo- 
randum-writing, superintended the burial of Soper, and 
paid the bill. He placed on record all the circumstances 
relative to the death of the other passenger. His was a 
Mr. ITewhall, on whose person he had foimd two impor- 
tant documents, to-wit : a policy of life assurance and a 
masonic diploma. The latter bad secured his fititemal 
service* He made himself acquainted with the Masons 
of the vicinity, and engaged their assistance to make the 
Hie assurance valuable to the widow. The policy (so sen- 
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■ibie a thing in a man going a far joomej, and leaving a 
jEsiniilj behhidy whose maintenance was contingent npou 
hia own life), he took in charge, gathered the legal prooft, 
aa we have seen, and then accompanied the body, with a 
gentleman delegated bj the lodge, all the waj to the die- 
ooniolate family, near Clereland. The president of the 
life company paid orer the cash on sight, and the twain 
had the pleasure of handing fifteen hundred dollars to tha 
BunriYors, as a commencement for the widow's new career. 
All tiliis was life to Mr. Bertisor, who returned to his little 
charge, with the pleasing consciousness of having per* 
formed his duty to the widow and the fatherless, and with 
hii memorandum-book nearly full of items. 

It is time that the reader made a better acquaintance 
with him. Oliver H. Bertisor is of English descent, hi^ 
father having immigrated first into Canada, then intt 
Rhode Island, shortly after the dose of the revolutionar) 
war. He there accumulated a considerable fortune in h^ 
trade, that of a silversmith, all of which he left to his only 
son Oliver, llie elder gentleman had received masonic 
light in one of the old London lodges, one of the four 
original lodges which, at the time of the establishment of 
the Grand Lodge, stipulated that their ancient rights 
should not be infringed upon under the new organization. 
The rules of entrance and advancement in those lodges 
being veiy rigid, he had imbibed peculiar views concern^ 
ing Masonry, and was not backward in expressing them. 
They were such as these : that the order wad never de> 
signed, as modem orders are, to become jfoptdar^ but to 
be woluaioe — that 'tis worse than folly to advance a can- 
didate while anything behind him is unlearned, etc., etc. 
In such views, he had instructed young Oliver, so that at 
years of manhood, the youth was in possession of such an 
education, physical, mental, and masonic, that the lodge 
could not hesitate to receive him, even on the rigid basis 
proposed by his father. 

The old man then furnished him with funds to travel, 
and examine Masonry as it exists abroad. The oddities 



in hia father's character, harmless enon^ but atriking, 
were stricdj inherited by the eon, and it mi^t be said of 
Oliver, that from the time he began to think for kimaelf, 
he neither acted nor spoke like any one eke. He wrote 
sketohes of travel and character (the embodiment of his 
ten thousand memoranda), with whidi he supplied the 
best presses in the land, bnt in no instance permitted his 
name to go before the public. He selected his compan- 
ions from the middle class, thou|^ his wealth and his 
classical education gave him rank with tke highest. He 
refused the graduation honors offered him at coUege* He 
traveled through Europe alone and on foot, though ihou. 
sands were at his command. At the time of his flUher^i 
deaHi, he was engaged to a young lady wlio was without 
property. She unexpectedly came into possession of a 
lai^ fortune^ Oliver immediately wrote to her that he 
would not marry a woman richer than himself, and broke 
off the match 1 The lady, quite his equal in many things, 
donated every cent of her legacy to benevolent societies, 
and wrote to him that she was now as poor as ever ! This 
of course renewed the engagement, but the affectionate 
woman died a week before the time appointed for the 
maniage. 

Hie bias received from his fatlier, and his long travel 
and masonic studies, had set his heart firmly upon the 
subject of Masoniy. He reverenced it. He carried it 
fiurther than any other person. He placed it above all 
other objects of human attachment except religion, and 
for sevend years preceding the inddent which has brou^t 
him to the reader's notice, he had devoted his ample 
means and time to disseminating masonic light. Having 
a shrewd, well-trained eye and an indefatigable habit of 
labor, he collected statistical facte concerning Masonry, 
noted down millions of half-scores of masonic thoughts, 
wrote masonic sketches and tales, and at all times, in all 
companies, magnified his office and his order. His last 
project had reference to a critical examination of the foots 
coimected with Morgan's disappearance in 1826* He had 
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trareled for three mcmths, examimi^ ibe localitieB, ool> 
lecting the local traditions, and preparing himself to in* 
form the craft hunmnf^ly upon this head. One or two of 
his half-scores concerning the Mox^gan excitement, will not 
be out of place here. ^^ Ko. 1. W. H. was bom in Ool- 
pepper county, Ya., 1766. 2. B7 trade a stone-mason. 
8. Forsook his trade, opened store in Richmond, Ya., 
married Oct. 1819. 4. Wife, Lncinda Pendleton, daughter 
of Hethodist preacher. 6. BemoTed to York, Canada, 
1819, commenced brewing. 6. Establishment bunt; 
moved to Rochester, N. Y., resumed old trader 7. Be- 
moved to Batavia ; disappeared in 1826, leaving wife and 
two children. 8. Aug. 9, 1826, Ganandaigna paper ad« 
vertised him as swindler and dangerous man ; advertise- 
ment copied into two Satavia papers, and various others 
elsewhere. 9. With David G. Miller, commenced repub* 
lishing English book styled ^ Jaohin and Boaz,' with alter- 
ations. 10. July 25, 1826, taken in custody by sheriiF 
and imprisoned within jail limits for debt." ^^ No. 1. 
Sept. 10, 1826, warrant issued to arrest him for theft. 2. 
Sept. 11, taken before magistrate and discharged ; new 
warrant obtained on dvil suit. 8. Sept. 12, released from 
jail. 4. Sept. 18, seen at Hansford's landing. 5. Gov- 
ernor of N. Y. (Olinton) at the request of various persons, 
all rabid anti-masons, issued proclamation offering reward 
of — dollars for correct information on the subject. 6. 
(stovemor of Upper Canada did the same. 7. Body of 
Irishman, Monroe, washed ashore firom Lake Erie, reeoff' 
meed as Morgaoh^ shaved up and for season answered 

same purpose as if it had been. One T W took 

active part in shaving, etc. 8. Widow (?) supported 
several years by anti-masonic party. 9. Married B. A., 
Mason, after which antis dropped her. 10. Summary of 
evidence: Morgan absconded, to avoid imprisonment for 
debt, and possibly by advice of Masons." 

The reader has already been introduced to Mr. Lymp. 
This individual was found some years before by Mr. B^ 
tisor, throwa among the rubbiab in a veiy dangerous con- 
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dition, his head being broken in an Iiiah qnarrel between 
the WhitebojB and BlackbojB. Mr. B. had taken him up 
laid befiriended him ; since which he had been the com- 
panion of his jonmeyings^ and the faithful almoner of his 
bounties. With a verj unpromising exterior, Pat earned 
inside of him as tme a heart as ever beat below ribs, 
whUe his admiration <^ his master was nnbonnded. Hie 
onlj thing that aronsed his irritability (spite of *aU the 
good lessons Mr. B. had givoijiim, both in and out of the 
lodge, for Lymp, too, wore the brand), was to hear hia 
master insnlted. lliis brought out his Irish jewels, and 
woe to the offender's head, if he had any I Onr sketch of 
Mr. Lymp, though strikingly correct, does not flatter him. 
There were five orders of architecture introduced in the 
getting of him up. His eyes were ferrety, wildish, but 
not ferocious; oa the oontnuy, amiable. There was a 
degree missing between his lips ; which gap, at a profile 
yiew, was cuneiform ; this resulted from scarcity of ma^ 
terial. The type for his teeth were from different fonts, 
and set up loosely at that. His hair cannot be described 
without the use of botanical terms, and these would not 
be intelligible without a glossaiy. The back part of his 
head simulated the stem of a Dutch ship, or, more exactly, 
a large piece of chalk. The nose, originally a fidlure, had 
been damaged in yarious Oounty Cork combats. The 
figure was short, squabby, but graceful (that is to say, 
with an Irish grace precious to the heart of OathoUe 
damsels). His feet and hands, being modeled for hod 
and ladder service, were large. Buch was Mr. P. Lymp, 
confidential firiend of Mr. Bertisor, the Speculative Free- 
mason 1 

And now Mr. B. himself has returned from Cleveland^ 
and from the burial of the dead, and is at liberty to 
pursue such other subjects in the charily line as may ofbt 
themselves. 

The Masons at the railroad town, have fallen in love 
with his aeal and attainments, and passed unanimous 



SM THS BCHO AST) THB ViAJtE* 

rwclxxtioTm inviting him to givo them a Bt. John's Address. 
He has accepted the call. 

Little Ruth is Im left-hand companion all day long, the 
memonuidam-book and pencil occupying the right. She 
Ihmi tronnd herself around his heart, until you cannot per- 
ceire Ihe joinings. She sits on her litde stool at his feet; 
reads to him at his command ; listens, if he prefers it; or 
whispers over the painfbl stoiy of bar wrongs. 

His heart, from the first, was stirred at the recital of 
these^ He at once felt a burning desire to redrees them* 
But howt The difficulty of finding the persons who had 
thus injured her; the great distance she had traveled with 
Soper ; the speed of travel allowing her few opportunities 
to notice the way ; the child's ignorance of any landmarks 
tibat would serve to guide her back, or of any oircum 
stances that would enable bar to identify the robbers, if 
die returned — his mind, active as it was, could not devise 
a promising plan. 

He, however, advertised the affair in various journals, 
west and south, and opened a correspondence with persims 
informed at distant points, but made no discoveries. 

Engaged in this humane enterprise, the weeks rolled 
on. Mr. Bertisor had become so well pleased with the 
masonic character of the community, as to engage a house 
and housekeeper, and to declare his determination to 
abide with them for a few months at least, while he should 
write out die history of the Morgan afiEair. Then he put 
HCtle Buih to school. St. John's day arrived. A fbll 
attendance of the craft waited on an excellent address at 
his month. The subject opened in the form of a com- 
ment upon that passage of Isaiah, ^^The wolf shall dwell 
with the Iamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
Idd, and tiie calf and the young lion and the fatling to- 
gether, and a little child shall lead them." 

Within the body of the address, he incorporated these 
hoLf-Bonre^: ^' No. 1. Many of the most firequent custoois 
of society may be traced by the enlightened craftsman te 
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A mMonic origin ; as the wearing of breaslrpins. 2. The 
marking of boxes, barrels, etc. 8. The law thai if th^ 
mother is free so is the child. 4. Three or more to get np 
a riot. 6. Mooming for seven days. 6. The manner 
with which a soldier hails his officer. Popular eostom of 
painting stars with five points. 7. Public buildings and 
graves east and west. 8. The use of the gavel in public 
assemblies. 9. The common door-rap. 10. The use of the 
No. 3." ^^No. 1. The qualifications necessary for a ma- 
sonic lecturer are many and great. He should be well 
versed in hieroglyphic and symbolic language. 3. Fa* 
miliar with the varieties of masonic work throughout the 
world. 3. Profoundly read in all masonic books, espe* 
eially the Bible. 4. Familiar with the various controver- 
sies in whidi Masonry has been so fiercely attacked. 6. 
A.ct out in his own life the professions of the order, espe* 
eially in the four cardinal virtues. 6. A man of talents. 
7. Of profound education. 8. Fond of leading and 
study. 9. Having attained to all the authorized degrees. 
10. Good at public Nexpression.'' 

^ Touched by the true masonic spirit of seeking good in 
all things, the lover of Ood finds entertainment in eveay 
display of his works. To him the ru^h of w&gTdy y>aier§ 
is not merely a physical display, but an emblem of GKxl's 
strength, which controls the powers of nature, and <^ his 
beneficence, which renders those powers subservient to the 
use of man. To him, the broad easfpanse of vxUer is the 
mirror in which he sees the reflected face of Deity. The 
high hill crowned with man's labors, the low valley in* 
dosing many mysteries, each speaks of a profound wi»* 
dom, or an eitalted gloiy. The wreck of human efforts ia 
not alone a source of grief, though the true Mason sym* 
pathizes warmly with his fellow^nan ; but in it there is a 
lesson which, by contrast, teaches him the stability of Gkid's 
handiwork. All things to tiie enlightened eye, as to the 
tme poet's, are symbols that speak of the various attributes 
of Gt)d, and they tell us that all those attributes are f^oodJ* 

During the walk to the lodgings, little Ruth was un« 
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tunaUy thoughtftil and Bilent. In oonformitjr with her old 
habit, she had memorized the greater part of the address, 
especially that portion relative to symboHc BUggestions. 
Her mind was nmning npon the snbjeet, for it had stirred 
a chord rendered sensitive by her fieither's words upon tlie 
old beech tree. TKefaU of water — ihe eoepomBe of wateir^^ 
^ hnldinff an a hQl — the wreck — ^theee things served at 
a dne to carry her back, in fancy, every mile upon her 
jonmey. 

Her kind guardian, marking her nnnsual taeitmrnitj, 
inquired the cause. ^^ Why, sweetheart, yon must have 
had a Mason for a flither, you seemed so much interested 
in my speech 1 '' 

A thought of ths medal flashed over her mind, of the 
medal which she had worn next to her heart ever since 
that cruel night. She had never dared to remove it from 
ite concealment Now was the time. Her kind guardian 
ought to see it. He would not betray her confidence. 
Perhaps he could explain its meaning. So she drew it 
out, tremblingly, as if doubting the propriety of the act, 
kissed it witii sobs and tears, and handed it to her bene- 
fiustor. ^^ It was dear papa's — ^he gave it to me a few 
minutes before he died.^ 

Fortunate Buth ! finrtunate as your iUustrious namesake 
in the barley-field, when Boas recognised her claim to Us 
kindness 1 fortunate Buth 1 the medal is a lexicon of good 
wimls, a memento speaking of things unknown to you, a 
claim for kindnesses and extraordinary aid at the hands of 
two hundred thousand Masons, which money and blood 
oould not purohaset 'Tis a masonic medaJ on which, 
amidst the emblems that shone on Zion's ancient walls, 
were inscribed the name and standing of your father, for 
yon, little golden-hair, are a Maecm^e dofughJUr 1 

The surprise of Mr. Bertisor was scarcely over, when 
Buth spoke of the clue that his address had given her of 
tiie return route. She thought that if her fiiend oould 
find a large water-fall, and a broad water-eheet, and a 
high hill crowned with a tower, and the wreck of a steam- 
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boat, an4 some other objects wlueh she named from 
ihemory, that she oould guide him within a day's ride of 
the honse in which her father died. 

It was not long until Mr. B. followed np the mental 
due to its source, and satisfied himself that it presented 
a feasible scheme. He immediately made preparations 
for their departure. The water-fall was of course to be 
referred to Kiagara. fiuthow Soper could hare come 
from the southward by way of the falls, was a remarkable 
difficulty to be solved. 

Hie building upon a high hill, it was dedded, must 
refer to Quebec, and this route, so drcuitous and unusual, 
must have been taken, if taken at all, to secure him from 
pursuit. 

That Mr. Norwich had died somewhere to the south, 
was clear from Buth's meitiory of the flowers, the dove^ 
nest, and a thousand other incidents which her childish 
eye had noticed. 

The steamboat wreck, then, was on the Ohio. Perhaps 
the Mississippi! no, the water was not muddy. Some of 
the steamboats had a wheel at the stem, she recollected 
that, and one had the words ^^ Okstkbai. Pskb," for she 
had read it, and she remembered how he was killed in the 
moment of victory. 

A month was passed in solving this riddle, and then 
the party, consistiug of Mr. Lymp, Buth, and himsdf, 
found themselves on an Ohio boat, downward bound, look- 
ing out anxiously for the place at which Soper had come 
on. In the meantime, Mr. B. kept up Us memorandum- 
writing; and here are some of the fruits : — ^^No. 1. If our 
masonic manuals were left to stuid on their own merits, 
some of them would have but little to stand on. 2. The 
Gothic cathedral, says an eloquent writer, is a blossoming 
in stone subdued by the insatiable demand for harmony 
in man. 8. If we discover the dead body of a friend, or 
even a stranger, being filmed in our-own model, we re* 
move it from the loathsome place, into which accident has 
cast it, and give it, by a decent interment, that honor, that 
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due reepect, to which the image of Qod is ever entitled. 
i. How finely, Yonng, in his Night Thonghts, has bronght 
in the phrase, ^Silence; silence and darkness I' 6. Ihe 
masonic sjrstem, sajs one who has only to handle the pen 
more, to become a powerful writer, is so tenacious of vital- 
ity, that it accommodates itself to that which it cannot 
eject, and leaves the intmding tenant to work its way to 
life's final overthrow. 6. An amusing verse from How- 
ett's poem, ^The Monkey :' 

'HftTe yoa no tiraditloiu, nond, 
Of the conrt of BolonuA? 
No lamnnrialii, how ye went 
With FHnoe Hinin't armament?' 

7. Tis impossible for Masonry to degenerate ; the worst 
evil that can befall it, is the neglect of its friends. 8. A 
Mason dying, has a right to expect his brethren will attend 
his obsequies ; for if his conduct in life has not been plmnb, 
square, and level, the craft should have cast him out, 
while yet alive. 9. As there is a natural and revealed 
religion, so with Masonry. 10. Westminster Abbey, from 
E. to W. is 376 feet ; N. to S. 200 ; height 101. St. Paul'b 
Cathedral, 500 E. to W.; 386 N. to S.'' 



CHAPTER THIRD. 

•* They helped •rBij one hit nei^bor; and ererj one said to his brother, be of good eeei 
age. Seek and ye shall find. He hath showed thee, oh, nanl what to good; and vhel 
dMi the Lord nv$ln eC thee, hat to do Jnatly, and to lave Meior, and to walk fauMy 
with thy God." 

Haltdto at the various landings, to make observations, 
Interrogating the conntrymen, whether deck or cabin pae- 
Seiigers; holding frequent conferences with the gentle 
orphan; watching the events of each honr with a praticed 
eye ; and filling np the leisure by writing haJf-^oortB^ until 
his carpet-bag became plethoric with memorandum-books, 
the hatchet-&oed gentleman pursued his voyage of disoov- 
ery. He was now enlisted for life, in Buth's cause. The 
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masonic medal, a remarkably ingenious one, ridi, and 
full-Yoiced with symbols, had told him so much of the his* 
toiy of Mr. Norwich, her father, as was calculated to spur 
his mind to. the utmost zeal. The incident of the pafik* 
age, dropped into the blind boy's hands, was an additional 
&ct that promised to subserve a valuable purpose, if it 
could be recovered. In fine, there was just enough in this 
whole affair, to ezcljte intense interest, and to keep the 
mental powers active. 

We fear that we have not yet done full justice to the 
character of Mr. Bertisor. Our description of his buatling 
habits, his apparently unsettled life, his loquacity (to some 
persons whose knowledge-box was already full, almost 
ann<^dng), and his queer habit of jotting down his thoughts 
on every occasion, until his soul's cloud was sprinkled 
down in a verj shower of ink; all this we say, would 
give but an imperfect idea of the man, unless it be added^ 
that his liberality was boundless as the sea, and his bust* 
ling industry applied more frequently to practical, than 
speculative purposes. The disappointment of heart, ex* 
perienced in the death of his betrothed, years before, had 
truly unsettled his purposes, and changed .his aims from 
the ambitious hopes of his youth, but it was only to higher 
and nobler objects. Standing over the grave of the 
attached woman, he had resolved to live, hereafter, lese 
for himself than others. He may have erred, but he 
thought the hand of misfortune was an indication of God'a 
will. He had, therefore, vowed, that of the good gifts of 
God, time, talent, and fortune, should be liberally shared 
by the destitute and the erring. Doubtiess, much of hit 
conduct appeared extravagant to the ordinary eye. Per 
haps it was extravagant, measured by the standard of a 
selfish age. It was certainly better adapted to that chi- 
valric time, when it seemed but a thing of course, for men 
who had means, leisure, and opportunities, to devote them 
to ameliorating the condition of our race. But Mr. B. 
was not one of those who groan under the weight of an 
overwrought ideal, lacking the ballast of patient thought. 



There waa mote of the practical, we repeat, the utilita- 
rian, in hiB life, than the speculative ; tod although he 
strictly obejed the injunction of the Divinb Man, rda- 
tive to the two handa^ jet his good deeds could not always 
be hid. 

That tiie enlightened reader may comprehend this appa- 
rent contradiction in his character, this mingling of the 
practioal and the speculative, let him compare this half- 
soore, firom his note-book, with the incident that follows. 
Mr. Bertisor has come down firom the cabin of the splendid 
Kew-Orleans packet, and is sitting amongst a group of 
deck passengers; on his lap is the head, matted with 
Uood and dirt, of a poor laborer, who has been grievously 
wounded in a drunken row. Mr. Lymp is making a pot 
of coffee for the poor man's children. Buth holds the 
wateivcup, her face pale with emotion, for it recalls an 
awful scene in her own" history. For an hour, the man 
has lain in profound sleep, and thus watching, the specu* 
lative Mason writes: — ^^No. 1. In Mantua, at a former 
period, no building could be erected until the design had 
been examined and approved by the talented architect, 
Oiulio Bomano. 2. When a distinguished man dies, it 
is out of all reason for Masons to seek, in the actions of 
his young days, proofs of his masonic attachment. If he 
has forgotten, or neglected the order, ceased his affiliation, 
or permitted his name silently to pass from the masonic 
catalogue, we may render his memory all deserved honor 
BB/riends^ tis pdMcians^ as anything else, but as Jfasans 
our hands are tied. King Solomon himself, was not 
buried masonically, neither, indeed, could be. 8. The 
Society of OiauArmoiti^ gtefr out of the remembrance of 
masonic advantages, experienced by the revolutionaiy 
officers. 4. As a Masonic Lodge rises pi'eparatory to dis- 
cussion, so with Ohristian congregations. 5. The English 
lodges have inner guard and tyler. For the Deacon's 
jewels, a dove; for the inner guard's jewel, cross-swords. 
6. The Texas Orand Lodge authorizes Scotch and French- 
rite Masons, to visit at her communications. 7. Orand 
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Lo4ge of Lomfiiana, formerly pxiblished, in her annual 
leport, fac-similes of the Bignatnres of her grand officers. 
8. Orand Secretary of New-York says, December 2, 1836: 
^Ten years ago there were five hmidred lodges at work 
in this State ; in 1830, not two hundred in existence.' 9. 
If oue strike an organ without skill, it produces the harsh- 
est of notes. Li Masomy, we must learn the succession 
of notes first, then their combination; first melody, then 
harmony; first the degrees separately, then connectedly. 
10. No one can %twk so well in Masonry, as he can imr 
agine. The principal difficulties to be investigated in the 

third d^ree, are ^ Here the poor Irishman awoke. 

His mind, which had been wandering for seyeral hours, 
becomes clear again, for he is going to die, and when life's 
lodge is about to be closed, no matter what amount of ma- 
sonic disorder and concision may have been previously 
allowed, there frvuBt he stillness and harmony amongst the 
jGsculties. 

He drinks of Buth's cup — ^poor O'Halloran, how it re* 
minds him of boyish days in ould Ireland — ^and he takes 
a thankful glance at his fellow-countryman, who has 
poured out bounteous draughts of coffee for the children ; 
and he says, in a low voice, strongly Irish, but softened 
into very sweetness by his physical debility: '^Sir, I have 
little time to thank you for all this I I've hardly got time 
to say to you, that yen's four childher, who, in a few min- 
utes, will be left with neither kit nor kin. Sir, I know I'm 
to blame for this I I should have left the dhrink alone 1 
My poor wife^ she died, sir, with the cholery, and its 
barely a month gone, she made me promise, on her death- 
bed, to dhrink no more whisky. But I broke me pledge, 
and I'm a dead man 1 Sir, there are me four childher I 
Now, yon can do anythin' for them, they're yer own; if 
not, they're the divil's, and no mistake I" And so, the 
poor victim of intemperance died. 

Now, all this has only one point of connection with our 
story, that is, it illustrates Mr. Bertisor's character. He 
took the chSLSkefT^ as the dying drunkard instinctively 
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guessed he would. He stopped at the next town with 
them, and bought them clothes, while the splendid packet 
went on her waj. Bj advice from an eminent lawyer 
there (a mystic, like himself), he placed them in charge 
of the county, binding himself, in a sum of money, that 
they should not become a public burden; and before he 
departed, he saw them all a{q)renticed to good trades. 
And poor O'Halloran, the pledge^breaker, the victim of a 
drunken brawl, he had him placed in a decent coffin, 
beneath a decent slab, to lie there till suimnoned forth by 
the King of kings. 

Is the reader yet sufficiently acquainted with this specn* 
lative Mason? if so, will he not pity us, the admiring 
friend, compelled to condense into a few dwarfish sen 
tences, the illustrations that demand a thousand! 

This event consumed a week, and dien downward-bound 
upon the river again. 

Four days on a sand-bar, threw the party, on the eve* 
ning of Saturday, opposite a small, dingy viUage, erected 
in hard times, and inhabited by a hard race. Mr. Ber- 
tisor declared he would not travel on the Sabbath, and 
demanded to be set on shore at this place, according to a 
clear, previous engagement. Vigorous opposition from 
the officers, who declaimed against the veiy unnecessaiy 
labor and delay. Vigorous opposition from the passen- 
gers, who declaimed against such very unnecessary scaru* 
pulousness. Vigorous opposition from the denizens of Ihe 
ladies' cabin, who had, one and all, become charmed with 
his many noble traits of character, and united in a flatte^ 
ting protest at his departure. 

It was all in vain, a mere waste of efibrt. Sabbath is (d 
handy and Masonry, he says, has taught him to lemember 
the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. So, by dint of extra- 
ordinary efforts, mental and physical, the small party is 
landed, and the Sabbath-keeper saluted with a parting 
cheer from his fellow-passengers, and a parting curse from 
the mate. The hotel (tavern, the proprietor calls it), is a 
grog-shop, with wings, under one of which, a very leaky 



tmt^ he deposits the two gentlemen ; imdet the other, a 
▼erj crowded one, the little Bnth. 

The body itself, is fnll of liqnor-barrelB, wooden and 
hnman ; and a rich, alcoholic efflnyia perradee the entire 
Bird. ^^The plaoe is noisj, is it not? — disagreeable, ha I-- 
disgusting, eh I DonH yon think, now, yon had done bet- 
ter to stay in that floating palace?" Tlius mnrmnrs Mr. 
Lymp. Bnt jnst let the angry, and fretful Lymp, look 
orer his patient master's shoulder, and read: — ^^^No. 1. 
None need be surprised at Solomon's idolatrous &11, when 
we consider, that his temple, built under such solemn 
auspices, at such great expense, for such a high and glo* 
rious purpose, and accepted with such peculiar marks of 
God's fiiTor, was pillaged and dishonored Within less than 
thirty years of his death. 3. To those who profess them^ 
selTes unable to discover the influences of Masonry ott 
g^ieral society, say, there is many a fbrest-path only dls* 
coTerable as the terminus of it forest-flre. 8. Hie whold 
idea of 'The charmed circle,* in Der Freschuytz, is ma- 
i^nic. The tradition is very ancient. 4. To avoid the 
European error, of too much feasting, we, American Ma- 
sons, have approached the other extreme. Moderation is 
not conviviality. Sociability demands good cheer. 6. 
As the Jews styled it going up to Jerustdem, from What- 
ever quarter, so we say, going tip to Grand Lodge. 6. 
The arch enabled the ancient builders to work up ir^enof 
materials. Our speculative idea of the Arch, demandif 
stq)erior. 7. Dr. Anderson, in 1792, gathering up ma- 
Bonic traditions for publication, was like the &vored 
Moses, who first committed to writing, the traditions of 
S500 years. E^ra occupied the same position at a subse- 
quent day. 8. The marriage tie, indissoluble, save at the 
will of the governing power, is analogous to the masonic 
tie. In both cases, the legal presumption ii^, that the par- 
ties .engage for Ufe. 9. It were as easy to write flie 
secrets of love, the description of a color, the influence of 
a tear, as to reveal Masonry on paper. 10. Elias Ash* 
mole, was initiated Octob^ 16, 1646.'^ 

The Sabbath momin|;, solemn and suggestive, arose 

ai 
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orer the dingy village, and Bmnmoned the little party out 
to acknowledge Him, the bonnteoiui Bource, the constant 
joy-giver. 

The wingB come together, refreshed by Bleep; Mr.Lymp, 
fnll of regret for his unhappy state of mind the evening 
b^cfore; little Buth, full of fiaJutation and B<Mig; Mr. Ber- 
tisor, full of anxiety to strike out some place by which the 
Lord's day, might be turned to account, in that intemper- 
ate and abandoned place. As the three walk thought- 
folly up the single street, and scan the dilapidated cabins, 
with their rickety doors and filthy thresholds, his heart 
is stirred within hina, to intzoduce some benevolent scheme 
that will effect a reformation. 

^Well, sweetheart, little" — thus he denominated his 
adopted sister — '^weU, what shall it be? how shall we 
keep these naughty girls from quarreling sot and how 
shall we teach these boys how wicked it is to ga fishing 
on Sunday I — Come, a plan, a pl|m I'' 

" Seems to me, sir, a Sabbath-school.'' 

'^ Happy thought, sweetheart little! but that would cost 
a great deal of money." 

^^ No matter, I've got all the money you gave me ; FU 
give it all to the Sabbath-school." 

^'Benevolent heart, sweetheart little I but it would cause 
a delay of two or three weeks, in this dirty place; and 
your business could not go on. — ^Ah 1 that's not quite so 
palatable." 

" Maybe we could come back here again, and start the 
Babbath-school some other time." 

'^ Ko, it must be done now or never. Mr. Beitisor will 
not promise to come back again; and then, all these dirty, 
quarreling girls, who uBe Buch bad language, will grow 
up to be naughty women, like their mothers. And the 
boys will be swearing, whisky-drinking, Sabbath-breaking 
menl" 

^'Bather than that, let's stayl It will be right, will it 
not? and what is right, is always best. Let's staiy tluee 
weeks, sir, and start a Sunday-school." 

Stay three weeks and start a Sunday-school, is ths 
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agreement. Mr. Ljmp breaks his pipe in loud and 
stormy assent. Mr. Bertisor calls together the citizens to 
hear a sabbath-school address that evening. The Bird is 
crowded full, and the attention is unremitted fiom the 
exordium (in which he described a moral, temperate and 
religions village, blessed with churches and schools), to 
the close, in which he held up before them their own 
dilapidated, degraded, and shameful condition. If the 
citizens would furnish a room, he said, he would fhmish 
the furniture for a Sabbath-school. If they would furnish 
scholars, he would secure books, and a teacher. The pro- 
position was accepted, after a general fight, which over- 
came all opposition. The carpenter was S0t to work the' 
next morning, and being drunk only four days in six, he 
contrived to have the benches and table ready by Satnr* 
day at midnight. The books from the depot, thirty dol- 
lars' worth, had come down, and the new volumes were 
piled Jcnee^deep (as Ezekiel has it), on the table. Several 
gentlemen from the county town (nobody but Mr. Lymp 
and his master knew how they got notice of it), obeyed 
the summons, and were on the spot to help organize; and 
from the way they rolled ufp their sleeves (morally speak* 
ing), and took hold of the work, you would have said 
they were accustomed to being in places where perfect 
order and discipline prevailed. 

Little Buth did the singing. Mr. Leth, from the county 
town, read the Scriptures. Mr. Shibbough made a feeling 
exhortation. Mr. Bertisor prayed, and read the constitu- 
tion he had prepared for the occasion. A subscription 
was taken by Mr. Lymp, to buy a set of Bibles. The 
collection amounted to two dimes and three gold pieces 
(Pat and the lassie contributing the silver). Mrs. Jaye, 
from the vicinity, a lady who had seen better days, took 
the female class ; and Mrs. Kinn, who expected to see 
better ones, the smaller boys. Upon the whole, the thing 
went off well. Mr. Bertisor spent that whole week grind- 
ing up the subject. 

The next Sabbath, a larger delegation from the county 
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town, another address, aiid aome moi^ gold pieces. The 
third, aad a subscription paper to boild a church, waa 
circulated, seeing that the school wai getting too large for 
the houae. Dimes were xuultiplied now, and the towoa 
pepple, one and all, liook stock in the boilding. 

So thQ thing was accomplished. Its results, its putting 
4owu ^f sabbath-breaking, blasphemy, intemperance, idl^ 
ne^s — are thej not record^ in the Qrand Secretarj'a 
books above? Vh^n'we all gq t^ there, we will e:^ 
amine! 

And did not the heart of the &ithftd Mason, whos^ 
haAds were^ made instruments for ao much good, did not 
)iis heart expand with pride at these results ? with pride^ 
;io ; with humble gratitude, yes I and he took passage on 
the next boat with his little party downward-bonnd, pour 
ipg out that gratitude in memoranda, of which we can 
only cull those that relate to the mystic art. ^^No, 1 
There are five avenues to knowledge opened to us, seeing, 
hearing, smelling, touching and tasting. Any one of 
these being obstructed, the material is not adapted to omr 
temple. 2. Franklin being first G. M. of Pa., Aug. 5, 
1749, how ridiculous to say that Masonry in the last cen- 
tury was but a festive association I Was old Ben a proper 
man to preside at festive meetings? 3. One powerful 
hold which Masoniy maintains upon human affections, is 
its honorable attention to the dead. Each of us has a 
yearning love for our own clay-tenement, though com- 
pelled to leave it behind us when we depart, and we 
would fain have some one to preserve it and show it re- 
spect. 4. No auxiliary or side degree is of value unless 
it is masonic, ancient, practical, and generally diffiised. 
5. If our symbols were better taught, we should less need 
aide degrees. 6. In Europe^ where the population is 
dense^ many become Masons for reU^; in America, 
where it is scanty, for hrotherly love. 7. Those who feel 
like smiling at masonic ceremonies, had better read Ezod. 
zii. 11. 8. The oldest lodge in the world, is Antiquity 
Lodge* Lc^idon. In 1985, they ordered : ^ Charge IV. Yoq 
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8hllll call all Masons jonr Fellows and Broiherft, and by 
no other names.* 9. Pythagoras tv^ell obserres, that ^ Dis- 
cipline should precede Philosophy,' as the degree E. A. 
F. precedes the F. 0. 10. The task of Anderson and 
Dedagnillers resemble that of the divines who first ar- 
ranged the canon of Scriptnre." 

The same evening after this third embarkation, the boat 
had stopped for an hour to take in fuel, and the hatchet^ 
faced man was walking the guards in contemplation, 
when an incident occurred which Changes the whole Cu^ 
rent of our story. 

Little Kuth had already given her adopted guardiai^ 
his good-night kiss ; had said to Gk>d the simple prayet hetr 
mother taught hei*; had resigned herself to the care of 
the chambermaid to be put to bed. The passengers, geX!i- 
erally, were gathered on the deck forward, engaged in the 
usual rapid interchange of words (not ideas), that answer 
travelers' purpose. Suddenly, the conversation, as by 
one consent, ceased. For there came out from the s^uat* 
ter's cabin on the bank a note of music, so long-drawn, so 
fhrilling, so peculiar, as to arrest every ear. It passed 
over a considerable space of time, then ceased. Scarcely 
had the astonished crowd drawn breath, when the sound 
took another form, arid electrified them by a stdoocUo 
movement so sparkling, so sharp yet beautiftd, that bu€ 
one idea pervaded every hearer, a shower of muslc» 
sparkles. This, too, was changed, and now there came an 
effort of musical ventriloquism, in which all manner of 
echoes, and forest soxmds, and the various tones of the 
bfuman voice, were imitated both singly and in combina- 
tion, until the v^ cotton-wood on the river banks seemed 
to still their leaves into listening. 

Among the passengers grouped together in very awe, 
was a distinguished musical amateur from New Orleans. 
He was first to break silence, which he did by the charao- 
ter&tie expression: "Eyle himself couldn't beat that I 
that's no mortal voice, nor flute I it's the devil I" 

Hr. Berdsor bad been interested like the rest. £Bs own 
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passion for music was not extravagant. The Second de^ 
gree of Masonrj, involving the science of Music among 
tile sevens had first set him upon the subject of studying 
it in his European travels ; he had tarried at the more 
celebrated music-schools in Germany and Italy. But it 
required no finely cultivated ear to perceive that this per- 
former^ whoever he was, handled his instrument, whatever 
it was, with the very mastery of skill and perfection. 
And as the unseen player struck into the stem heavy 
notes of Old Hundred, with a grandeur that harmony 
itself could not excel, he joined his full assent to the 
merits of the performance, and added his plaudits to 
Ihose around him. 

fiut his assent and the plaudits of the crowd, imd the 
enthusiastic expressions of the amateurs, were interrupted 
by the sudden appearance of little Buth. Her manner 
was excited, and even startling. Her beautiful tresses 
had escaped from the simple night-cap, and under the 
folds of her white robe could be seen the pure white bosom 
heaving with the wildest emotion, as, forgetting all things 
but one, she pointed with both hands to the old cabin oa 
the river bank and cried out to her guardian : ^' 'Tis he 1 
'tis the blind boy, Carney I oh don't you hear his flute?" 

And BO it was 1 The county pauper, the musie-gifked 
Carney, had wandered away from his hbUow sycamore 
and his legal guardians, and was blowing these unaccus* 
tomed notes for the entertainment of a rude squatter's 
family on the Ohio banks I 

The importance of this discovery was at once realised 
by Mr. Bertisor. He went up to the log-cabin, took the 
lad aside, and exciting his interest by some questions con- 
cerning little Ruth, and a timely gift, he persuaded him 
to go on board, and open his heart as to the situation of 
affikirs at Mr. Bloom's. 

At first, the awkward and sensitive boy was slow to 
communicate. Tbe events connected with Buth and her 
father, and the severe whippings he had received, in 
consequence of the interest he had already taken in the 



fcmner^ had made him canftioiis. Bat the pennafiions of 
Buth, who had now dressed herself and come to her guar* 
dian's side, and the assurances of the captain that he 
should not be harmed, gave him conrage. 

Before his storj oemmenced, however, a general call 
was passed aronnd the passenger's circle, inviting all 
members of the masonic order, and no others, to take part 
ia this investigation. The number who proved their title 
to the name of Brother was seven, beside the captain 
and some of the clerks. The after part of the cabin was 

then dnly tjled, and old Captain B s being placed in 

the chair, Mr. Bertisor opened the purpose of the meeting. 
He began by speaking of the drcnmstances of his first 
acquaintance with Buth» He described her companion 
from his memorandum-book so clearly, that Oamey un- 
aesitatingly pronounced his name, Soper. He spoke of 
the remarkable clue, which a masonic address had sup- 
plied to the mind of the little girl, and how, amidst a 
Bcoie of difficulties, the thread had been correctly followed 
thus far. He exhibited the medal, warm from the bosom 
of the dear chi^d, and by its silent eloquence, he, a Mason, 
bound to aid the orphan child of a Mason, claimed the aid 
of every fftithfpd Brother in that convocation. 

Th<s chairman then requested Carney to relate his his- 
tory since the night Buth had dropped the package into 
his hand. 

It was brief, but 6f great import to the interests of the 
orphan girl. He had earefully hidden the tmst in a cav- 
ity of the sycamore, and returned every night to the house 
expecting further confidences. "So tokens of recognition 
having met his ears, he ventnred to blow his instrument 
one night, rather louder than prudence permitted, and 
was consequently set upon by the pack of dogs, and 
roughly handled. .Worse than that, he was followed to 
his den, next day, by Gabe Keys, who, discovering that 
he was interested in Buth's history, gave him a cruel beat" 
ing, and nearly murdened him. 

This rendered him a cripple for several weeks, during 
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wMcb tiiim lie l)ad 1>een searly starved to doath, being 
unable to go to his dsjlj mealiy and subeistiBg onlj upon 
fimgments of old boiiesi and the like. But this inhuTmiB 
usage had not quenched his desire to learn something 
fturther of the sweet-yoieed child, iriio had awakened in 
kiM heart a deatibdeas intereeti by the nnaocqatoined w<ada 
of kindneta. 

Qis first t)ioT2ght was to search every room in the honse^ 
and thus satisfy himself, whether she was present or ab« 
sent. Qttided by his wonderftd recollection of localities^ 
he \ifiA entered it one stormy night, and while the thunder 
B^ook the decayed tenement from toof to foundation- 
bloeka, he had gone, point by point, over the whole dwd-* 
luigt examined every bed, every garment at the bed-sides, 
or in the wardrobes ; listening to each sleeper's breathings 
or e%ph startled waker's voice, until he became convinced 
that Buth was not there. Then, with fearless hearty he 
irisited the place of Mr. Norwich's burial, uncovered the 
grave, and sought . whether the ground had been newly 
stirred, or a new tenant laid near by. 

The reader has anticipated the faithful boy's failure in 
a^ these efforts. To add to his grief, at the total disap- 
pearance of Buth, an order of Court had be^a issued, 
p^bably through the connivance of Mr. Bloom, to have 
him removed to another part of the county, his flute taken 
from him, and himself set to working* at brush-making. 
A* utter refusal to leave, added to inquiries concerning 
B^th)^ had brought upon him another severe whipping. 
This it waa, which set him on the pla:i of running away. 
Taking one^ more nocturnal survey of the old frame house, 
B»A satisfying his mind that Soper al<me, of all the usual 
i^dento, was absent, h^ collected provisions, sufScient 
for several days, took his cherished instrument, and Buth's 
package, and struck boldly out, determined not to be taken. 
Traveling only by night, concealing himself in thickets 
and hoUow logs, by day, pursuing a straight course by aid 
of such directions as the mossy trunksi, and his almost 
supernatural i^net afforded him, be had finally reached 
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the (^o river, m we hare seen, and was ezefaanging 
tome unmatched muaie-notes for a fiupper of ooarse food, 
and permissioti to lodge for a single night. 

^^ And was there none of my clothes at the honset nor 
mr little tmnkt nor the dear 

The only thing that the spj had discovered, whidi could 
be referred to Bnth^ was a doll's garment, which he drew 
oat of his pocket, and handed her. She recognized it, 
and hn^ed it to her Jieart, with a gosh of gratefdl tears. 
Dear manuna had made it for her just before she died, 
and these beautiful stitches were her own handiwork ; this 
graceful )>atteni, this brilliant trimming, the gay ribbons, 
she recognized a kind word, or a kiss, in every particular. 

^^But where is the package? after so much pains, jou 
have not lost the package?" 

Ko, it was safe. The ragged youth drew it out from 
some mysterious oomer of his halHliments, but would 
deliver it into no other hands but Buth's ; Bnth into none 
but Mr. Bertisor's. 

Instructed by the chairman, this latter gentleman turned 
to the title, to read it aloud. It was a small package, not 
laiger than a thin duodeeinM> volume, sealed with much 
care; but the only charaeters written on it, were: 

A SQUASB Ain> COMPASS. A KKT-STONIB. 

A OUFJUr. 
AK AJSOH. A DOUBUB rSUMQIA A CBOSS. 

Eadi msmber of the company took it, by turns, in his 
hafloid. Each character spoke a language, familiar to one 
or moare of them; and it was easy to see by the peculiar 
glance of intelligence, or the peculiar look of bewilder^ 
ment, how much instruetioa each Mason had received in 
this symbolio k>ye. The old Oaptain, and Mr. Bertisor, 
were the only members of the group who entered into the 
fuU cabala; but there was enough of one general thought, 
running through the whole, to «Ecite the personal interest 
of each. The package was opened widiout hesitation; 
and the enlightened reader already knows, as well as we 
do, what it contained. 
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TbiB was enough for one sitting; and Ae conyocation 
of charity was called to refreshment. 

After breakfast, next day, it resumed its work; and a 
full plan of a campaign was matured. It is needless to 
saj, that the whole train of operations was placed in Mr. 
Bertisor's hands, installed as he had been, generallissimo 
from the first. But letters of introduction, and cash fnndB, 
were provided him, to an aikiple extent; and the New 
Orleans amateur, who^ for the good of Masonry, was a 
brother of the order, originated a means to give poor Oar- 
nej a lift in the way of good fortune. This was to bring 
him out before the passengers for an improrvised perform* 
ance, himself accompanying the flute solos with &e violin. 

At first, the bashful youth did small credit to his recom- 
mendation, but becoming warmed up with exercise, and 
carried away with the perfect support of his patron's ere- 
mona, he soon foi^t listeners, and everything else, in a 
storm of music. This was followed up by a pecuniary 
appeal from the amateur, which was answered by m<»:e 
than one hundred dollars from Ihe delighted passengers. 

Tbe campaign, as settled by that company of traveling 
Masons, was to be an aggressive one. It was very c^^ 
tain that a large amount of money, in gold, had been 
divided among the persons who witnessed Mr. Norwich^ 
death. This gold, or so much of it as remained unspent, 
was to be recovered, and the poor and penniless orphan 
put in possession of her heritage. Mr. Bertisor y^ to 
stop with the members of his private company, at the 
large town which they would reach before noon, there to 
secure the best legal advice, the most powerful official aid 
and a communication fi'om the Governor of the State. 
With these he was to approach the neighborhood of 
Koom'« house, enter it by the assistance of Oamey, secur- 
ing the inmates if possible, without a struggle, and make 
a thorough search for the stolen property. 

This plan being happily arranged, and all the neoessary 
documents prepared, our hatchet-faeed friend resumed his 
half-scores, which had lieen neglected in an unprecedented 
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manner, smoe the night before. The reader will be eager 
for a peep: — ^*'No. 1. The idea advanced by Brother 
Bnins, in his Bong, Ye fevored and enlightened /ew^ has 
lost its force in latter days. Masonry is becoming too 
popular. 2. The most perfect opposition of motives^ that 
occurs to my mind, is tiiat to be drawn between the con- 
vention which met at Jemsalem to organize Masonry, and 
at Le Soy to nproot it S. Hie Jews still commence. their 
annual festivals by opening the Ark, taking out the Boll 
of the Law, and elevating it in si^t of the people. 4. 
Even the hop-vine follows the mystic ronnd. 5. Where 
Panl says: ^^I will come the third time nnto yon" — ^it was 
perhaps to raise them to the third degree. 6. James, 
Cephas, and John, are styled pillars; how well they 
might be labeled, W. 8. B. 7. On Gibeon, the Lord 
asked Solomon what he most desired t he answered, UgAt. 
8. To all J. Q. Adams's arguments, against the present 
advantage of Masoniy, we may say, that snch a system 
to a learned, moral man, having an occupied mind like 
his, may he unnecessary. The fed man accepts no food, 
not even a feast. 9. December 4, 1799, G* M., of Bhode 
Island, ordered all Masons in his jurisdiction, to wear 
crape on their left arms, in honor and memory of Brother 
George Washington. 10. As in the Creation, evening 
came before morning, so in our mystic work." "No. 1. 
Those who have read the various Expositions of Masonry, 
believingly, have inquired with considerable propriety, 
what is there in all this? Where's the secret? How 
should this win men's affections, and bind them together! 
Strange that none of them came to the truth of the thing, 
that the real secrets of Masonry cannot be written, heowuse 
{hey ca/rmat beree&iued hy a hreaet that vxyuld renmH them. 
2. To assert, that Masons killed Morgan, shows so little 
knowledge of human natni^, to say nothing of masonic 
morals, that it argues the man a fool or a knave, who saya 
it. 3. Masonic institution for boys, instituted in London, 
in 1798, is now in active operation. 4. It seems by com- 
paring Luke xix. Slst with 84th verses, that the discipleg 



answered in the exact language of their master. 6. Ool. 

6 . who informed me that he had withdrawn his ao^ 

tire 00 -operation with Masonrf, for these reasons: ^That 
in the present state of societjr, it wis nseless, and that it 
is too often nsed for selfish pnrposes' — ^mnst think he is 
liTtng among the antedilnvians t Does not the generatioii 
go ont in thirlj years! is he liring for himself alone, and 
not for his children I he maj as well threw aside Chxisti- 
anity on the same principle. Bnt the finmer, when the 
planting season is ended, preserres his tods for the next 
spring service. 6. The best Biblical Commentator, for a 
Mason's nse, seems to be dark's. 7. The Chinese plan 
of alternating honse and court to the number of three or 
four, is the Solomonic style. 8. The cnneiform characto 
is componnded of triangles, and was nsed by the Persians. 
They bomid the Jews with triangular links, for some mys- 
terious reason. 9. Hie theological idea of ^A double 
sense,' in the prophetic books (wett explained in an <Ad 
number of The Princeton Beview), is dosely masonic. 
10. So is the Scriptural idea of mankind being formed of 
one blood, althongh some modem Naturalists are opposing 
the doctrine.^' ^^No. 1. Among the varions amusing sn- 
perstttions prevalent among midwives, and others, in dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, these have come nnder my 
notice : that chiM*birdi is more dangerons with those who 
have taken any of the androgynous degrees in Masonry t 
2. That the careful observer can easily distinguish a man 
while he is going through the degrees; he mil Ump, as 
if one leg were shorter than another 1 8. A lady who has 
been the wife of two husbands, both Masons, may expect 
her sons to have a small scar somewhere on the left breast I 
4. The inibnt of a Mason who has taken one degree, most 
generally exhibits a black mark across the tfiroat for sev- 
eral days after its birth I 6. If of two degrees, the mark 
will appear directly over the heart I 6. If of Hueie de* 
grees, across the stomachi 7. A male child, the son of a 
masonic fiither, will have some mark on the inside of the 
left foot! 8. If the mother be a Mason^ daughter as 
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well as wife, the mark will be on botib feett 9. A dog 
«hut up acoideiitally in a lodge^room, over night, will 
neyer bark againi 10. BatB and mice will not touch 
food, howerer tempting, whioh ia left on the floor of a 
lodge-room I" 

With theee deleetable moneLs, the reader will be pre* 
pared to follow ovx speonlatiTe hero to the end of the 
piece. We axe half afraid that the fair eyes which have 
kept up with the tenor of the tale thus &r, have dispar- 
aged these preoion$ bita of masonio wisdom, by skipping 
them oyer. That fear extends ftirther, and embraoea 
many of thcee who call th^nselyes Masons, because they 
are admitted into the lodge-room while at work. To tba 
latter we declare our will and pleasure, that if they hare 
so depreciated Mr. Bertisor's half-seores, the result oi 
years of travel, study and experience, as to pass over thein 
jjEumlj to follow the thread of the sketch, they do forth- 
with retjom from whence they came; be invested with thai 
patience and desire for wisdom of which they have evi* 
dently been divested since their masonic making, and read 
esvery memorandum thrice over. That inimitable sketeher, 
Alexander Dumas, says very masonically :* ^^ Artistic 
organisations possess an electricity which is communicated 
in » moment, by word, look or touch.'' Now if the ma^ 
Qonic reader has the larue artistie oi^nization, he will read 
in each of these scraps the important lesson that lies under 
the surface, or is to be symbolically evolved by wisdom 
from the superficial idea seen by the unenlightened. 

For the former we offer this apology, that the very title 
of the piece, ^' A Tale of Speculative Masonry," demanded 
something more strictly masonic, than the other pieces in 
this volume. 

13iere was no difficulty, and but little delay, in procur* 
iag a search-warrant, l^al advice of a high order, the 
aervioes of experienced officers^ and a document from the 

• We haye no legal erldenoe tlwt Kr. D. b a Mmou. Bat from a hn^drad 
thooBMid mMonic turnB of word ind ihonght in Us nmneroiu books* we prasom* 
«aiSk»lk 
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derer Gcvemor^ who to his aclmowledged patriotLBm 
added a warm attaohment to the things and the peraons 
of FreemaBonry. 

Tbe party then proceeded to that aection of country 
which Suth had viBited a few months before, mider endi 
difierent circomstanees. The road was for many miles 
the same over which the carriage of Mr. Norwich had 
passed with the dying fitther and his faithful child. The 
new year, however^ was no longer fresh and promising. 
It was worn ; it exhibited the effects of wind and drought 
and death. Many a leaf tJiat had sung its infiint hymn 
oyer the heads of the pair as they passed along that forest 
road, was now lying shriyeled and yellow under the 
horses' feet. The sun-light had broken through many a 
leafy canopy, and scorched the tender flowers beneath. 
The spring birds had forgotten their music and thebr at- 
tachments. They were moping, solitary and tuneless, 
only intent upon the daily food that sustained life, and 
half wishing for the first firost, that they might find excuse 
to depart southward. Near the old beech-tree, the dove 
still wandered. The party saw him peering around oa 
every side, seeking everywhere for something he never 
found, uttering at times a plaintive chirp, which ex- 
pressed his desire, but childless and disappointed, the veiy 
wreck of the beauteous (feature which had so delighted 
Buth's eyes the season before. 

It was night before the party came into the vicinity of 
the frame house. 

A tent had been thoughtfully provided by one of the 
officers, which being pitched, furnished ample accommo- 
dations for the party. It was well that this provision was 
made; for there came on early in the night, a heavy 
storm of rain which deluged the woods around, swelled 
all the streams to the size of floods, and accompanied by 
terrific peals of thunder, gave them a fearful intimation 
of what their sufferings would have proved, had they been 
unsheltered. 

As the rain partially ceased, the thunder still bellowing 
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at a diBtance, Carney approached Mr. Bertisor, who was 
arranging a pile of saddles so as to keep litfle Suth firom 
the flooded soil, and suggested that it was just such a 
night as he had selected once before, to ransack the old 
frame house, and if the gentleman would permit it, he 
would go there now, and find out who was at home. 

After a short debate, it was concluded to accept the 
proposition, with this addition, that three of the officers 
and Mr. Ljmp should accompany him, and, if thought 
advisable, should enter the house through the doors or 
windows that Carney might open from within. Mr. Bar- 
tisor and the rest would stay at the tent until daylight 
to protect the little girl, then join the party, if in posses- 
sion of the house. 

Trampling knee*deep through the mud, guided by the 
frequent flashes of lightning, and preceded by tiie un- 
gainly figure of the blind boy, who walked on with as 
much confidence as the naval captain upon his quarter- 
deck, the little band was not long in reaching the house and 
surrounding it. As {previously arranged, Carney entered 
by a narrow window in the kitchen, just laige enou^ lor 
his lithe form, and passing through the house to the 
front door, endeavored to open it for the admissicMi of 
the others. 

But to his surprise, a new and powerful lock had been 
fixed upon it, the key of which was probably in the pocket 
of Mr. Bloom. Boldly, without a shadow of fear, the lad, 
after a whispered consultation with one of the constables 
through the kitchen window, sought the sleeping apart- 
ment to search for it. Entering it, he became aware that 
some one was awake. Those uneasy motions of the body, 
and that peculiar impatience of the breath which denote 
sleeplessness, were hot lost upon his acute organ, and this 
fact embarrassed his operations. Could he.but know that 
the room was not lighUd^ he might safely venture in, for 
his step was noiseless as a dat's, and he avoided every 
obstacle with unerring correctness ; but, alas I ike road of 
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UffAt to him was obstrocted, and the lad was at his wif s 
end for a plan. 

His thoughts were lapidly revolving the case, whoi a 
load shout from below gave a new torn to the matter. It 
seems that Ljmp, the Irishman, impatient as an Entered 
Apprentioe, and blundering Uke all his race, not satisfied 
with having lit his pipe at the imminent risk of discoveiy 
(for the Hibemian gentleman alwajs would choke with 
Us tobacco smoke, and, choking, he would cough), but he 
must be piying at the door with a handspike, to break it 
in. Going cm, from bad to worse, from prying to punch- 
ing, and from punching to pounding, he had got up quite 
a little uproar at the front entrance, and finally startled 
the dogs that had prudently gone to the stables to avoid 
the rain. The consequence was, that Mr. Lymp found 
himself surrounded in a jiffy by a dozen curs, of various 
sizes, with a neat bit of a fight on his hands. It was no 
great thing, howevw, for a gentleman from his part of 
Ireland, to keep off twelve dogs, being fortunately in pos- 
session of a pro. tem. shillelah, in the shape of a hand* 
apike ; but unfortunately for the success of his friends, he 
felt it to be in accordance with the ancient Irish land- 
marks, to aeoompany each blow that he gave with a yelL 
This was undoubtedly prudent, so far as the canines were 
concerned, for he soon killed the fiercest, and drove the 
rest away, though at the cost of his lower garments, and 
part of ttie flesh they had been designed to conceal ; but 
it aroused the inmates of the dwelling, and within five 
minutes collected the whole band of desperate men to the 
defense. There was Bloom, just as we left him three 
months before. There was the shabby Tarver, still shabby, 
and more hideous, as his hypocritical grin shone over the 
candle he held in his hand. There was the repulsive 
/Lansby, who smacked of blood ; and the escaped criminal 
Nyram ; and Oabe Keys, whose cruelty to the blind lad 
we have already recorded. 

With a jaded, melancholy air, there stood Mrs. Bloom, 
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whose Qnea£7 movementB and painfiil Tigilance faftd bean 
mailed by Carney. She looked as though she had not 
slept for weeks; and her words, ^' They've come at last,'* 
gave a faithful indication of what her care had been. 

It was sufficiently plain, that this attack had been ex- 
pected, and provided against. Whether any intimationa 
of Bertisor's intentions had really come . to their ears, or 
that this was only the natural uneasiness that follows upoB 
the commissicm of a great crime, we cannot say; but 
every door was strongly fastened, and there was an extra- 
ordinary supply of fire-arms in the house, and a ferocioaa 
determination in each countenance to resist to the deoA/ 

'^ Open, in the name of the commonwealth 1 " was fol- 
lowed by a pistol ball which grazed the offioer^s cheek. 
Such summary method of reply naturally stopped further 
debate. The besi^ers contented themselves witb lying 
closely by until day, at the same time sending one of their 
number to the camp jfor aid, and thence to liie adjoining 
county-town for the sheriff and posse oomikUus. The in- 
mates of the dwelling, on their part, piled furniture 
against all the entrances, and prepaxed themselves for • 
protracted siege. 

Daylight exhibited the matter more cleaxiy. By the 
time objeets were fairly visible, Mr. Bertiaor had biougiit 
up his forces, amounting, in the aggregate, to four bold 
officers, beside Mr. I^yinp; with these, he entirely bun 
rounded the hods^ 

The tent for littie Buth was pitdied in a ravine hard by, 
and then our hqro boldly apjMroached the house, search- 
warrant in hand, and demanded admission in the name ot 
the law. Being repeatedly warned off without avail, he 
was saluted by a volley of balls, and the fiiet blood waa 
drawn. He received three wounds, one of the balls hav- 
ing broken his arm. 

The day passed without further movements, on either 
side, save that a physician waa brought in from the near- 
est settiements, and the injured man made as comfortable 

as the state of the ease would permit A handhercfaiei^ 
22 
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fSMtoned to a Btick that had been thnoBt through a hole in 
the rotten reof, was a eign that Carney was somewhere in 
the dwelling, though whether a prisoner or not, could not 
be discovered. 

All night a careful watch was kept np^ both in and out 
of Uie house. That the inmates were sustaining their 
courage with strong drink, appeared in their loud songs, 
a&d boisterous quarrek. The party in siege drew around 
the house, sheltered by the darkness, and heard enough, 
through their wild snatches of revelry, to assure them, 
that all which had been alleged against them, concerning 
tiie robbery of Mr. Norwich, was true, and that the gen- 
eral sentiment of the robbers was, " Ko surrender I " 

The second day brought the sheriff and a score of men. 
To the great comfort of Mr. Bertisor, now hardly able to 
walk with pain, it was found that the popular sentiment 
had been powerfully excited against Bloom's party. So 
many thefts and outrages had been committed for the 
twelvemonth past, the perp^ators of which, had thus 
far remained undiscovered, that the general rage de- 
manded an outlet, and a victim. It readily acc^ted the 
present occasion for both; and there was that in the 
glances of the armed horsemen, as they rode up, and 
scanned the dwelling, which foreboded no good to the 
besieged. 

Within an hour after the arrival of the reinforcement, 
an attack was made from all sides, upon the house. But 
ihe ringing of rifleshots from without, were so resolutely 
answered from within, that the attacking party was com* 
pelled to draw off by simdown, with the loss of one killed, 
and several wounded. Blood was likewise flowing within 
the walls, but it was not known how serious were the 
wounds, or whether the number of* the defenders was 
reduced. 

At midnight, the exasperated sheriff made his final 
charge. Heavy levers were simultaneously applied at 
the four corners, to break off the rotten planks. The win- 
dows were dashed in with missiles, and one of the besieged 



THE BCHO AHD THK mTTVi. 886 

party, he with the hypocritical smile, who had TeHtared 
too far into the light of the torches, received a ball through 
Mb cheeke, which stopped all liirther snules. 

Still the defense was brave and obstinate. Every per- 
son in the dwelling seemed actuated by a desperation, 
inspired by the knowledge of the fate which awaited him. 
Even the female forgot her fears, and labored with the 
men, loading and cleansing th^ pieces, and bringing 
them food and drink as they demanded it. 

Three more of the besiegers were killed or mortally 
wounded; and it is even yet questionable^ whether their 
purpose would* not have miscarried, had it not been for 
the presence of mind of the lad Oamey, who was all this 
time snugly housed away in the garret. On the first 
alarm, made by the blundering Mr. Lymp, he had fled 
from the door of the bedchamber, and concealed himself 
(as Joshua's two sjnes did in Jericho, three thousand, two 
hundred and eighty years before him), under the roof of 
the dwelling. 

Being half-starved during the protracted siege, he had, 
at last, ventured below, and in the uproar of the final 
attack, had found himself in the kitchen, used now as well 
for ammunition as provisions. Without a thought for bis 
own safety, he had snatched up the eannisters of powder 
which lay open there, for the use of the besieged, emptied 
them, all but one, into the water-cask, placed a train from 
the remaining fiask to the door of the next apartment, 
and touched it off with a coal from the fireplace. The 
outer wall of the kitchen was immediately blown away, 
and the house shaken to its very foundations. The heroic 
lad rushed through the breach, and joined his friends, 
escaping a ball &*ed after him, only by the skin of faia 
teeth. 

The contest was soon decided. Bloom and two of the 
party, were taken alive, badly wounded ; the others met 
an easier death, arms in hand ; and when daylight again 
arose, the struggle was over. 

The excitement of mind which had sustained Mr. Be^ 
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tiaor, hftviBg now subfiided into snceees, he began to see 
that the viotory in realitj, had done but little toward 
farthering his plans. The death of the marauders was 
not, by any means, a part of his sdieme. To discover 
what disposition had been made of Mr. Norwidi's prop- 
erty, that it might be honestly restored to the Kason's 
dangnter, had been his motive, and he really b^gan to 
look wHh dismay upon the prospects. 

By noon the next day, every part of the house had been 
. searched, as well as the onthonses, and yet no trace of 
Buth^S property had come to lights iNot a single gold 
ooin, nor any of the clothes taken firom Bnth or her &thW| 
nor any remnants of the carriage — ^a total blank, in fiEust, 
eomi^'ised the whole subject. 

He questioned Mrs. Bloom in vain; her nund, wdl 
nigh crazed with her pretematoral e£Ebrts during the siege, 
added to her past distress, now gave way, and she could 
only sit by her husband's side, and fix her sad gase upon 
him, and sigh. 

Bloom was on his way to another world. A bullet's 
path had been traced directly through his lungs. He had 
barely life sufficient to breathe, and to keep his attention 
upon iurwunding objecte, without speakmg. 

The other two — ^we blush to say it, but the strong arm 
ef the law is oftentimes too slow for public indignation — 
the other two had been led a little way down the hill, to 
a spot where a large oak sent out its horizontal arms to a 
great distance, and then, without a kind word or look, 
without a prayer to cheer them in their dark journey, 
they had been suspended by the neck until they were 
dead. And their bodies buried in a kind of natural 
grave, formed by the uprooting of a taU poplar, gave a 
name to that spot which it will probably bear a thousand 
years after the tradition, in which it ori^ated, is for- 
gotten. 

The scene presented toward the close of that day, was 
a remarkable one. There were gathered, as if by magic, 
(ibr it would not seem that there were so many settlers in 
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the oonnty), Inmdredft of persone, billow in color, ragged 
in attire, burnt up, and prematurely mummified b j the 
n0e of whieky . 

There were the carriages, come to bear away tha bodies 
of the unfortunate officers, whoee zeal to sustain the law 
had met such unfortunate reward. With these were rela- 
tives and friends, thirsting for revenge, and doubly wrath* 
fhl that there were but two left. Bloom and his wife, upon 
whom it could possibly be wreaked. The former was 
carefully guarded by the Assistant^erif^ who had da- ^ 
dared that, he should die in peace. The latter, with a 
troB American deference toward the sex, was dedsfed 
free to come or go, as she pleased; for the most violent 
advocate of lynchJaw, would not harm a #oman. 

Little Buth was ciying piteously, as she looked an. the 
hideeus scene, and tiiought of liie sad fate of her ^tfaer. 
She; had already accompanied her guardian to the gaave, 
into which that precious dust had been so disrespectful^ 
cast, and had heard him declare, that it should be raised 
for more decent intennent, and laid by her mother's side. 
But the orphan girl was very Icmely and sad. Ker doll, 
which she had fully eipected to recover, her wardrobe, 
precious on account of many giiiish recollections; and 
most of all, because each garment had been wrought by 
her mother's hands — these seemed to have vanished for- 
ever. 

Mrs. Blooin was lying in a profound sleep, her head 
upon bar husband's arm. He wished it so, he whispered. 
It did not hurt him mudi. He should die no sooner for 
it; so the officer humored his wishes, and the exhausted 
woman slept on. 

Mr. Berttsor was endeavoring, with every suggestion 
of ingenuity or experieiuce, ta-gHn from Bloom what had 
been the dispoeittdn of Ruth's property. All in vain. 
Only % grim smile answered the earnest request. It was 
evident that death would soon step in, and the secret be 
lost; that Bloom knew this, and made it a subject of 
rejoidng, even in his descth moments. Mr. Bertisor 



288 THB BO09O AHB THB VLXSTE, 

motioned Buth to the evil man\9 side, and directed her to 
second his requests by her own sweet voice. It awakened 
no relenting thought. The ruffian turned his face away, 
and dosed his eyes. 

A sudden idea flashed over our hero's mind ; it was one 
of those gleams of semi-inspiration, which are sometimes 
given to ps, and he carried it into e£fect. As tiie wcH&an 
who lay near her husband's breast, made a loud moaning 
sound in her slumber, the dying man again opened his 
eyes, and turned his face toward her, and necessarily 
toward Ruth and her guardian. The latter took advan- 
tage of the instant to draw the medal from Buth's bosom, 
and hold it up so that he could not avoid seeing it, point- 
ing at the same time with his finger to tiie masonic em- 
blems, and then to the orphan giii. 

Blessed language that speaks in death as well aB in- life! 
ThiA says to him, who has long wandered from the paths 
of rectitude, restore ye fourfold for the wrong ye hofoe 
done! that promises forgiveness to the worst of sinners, 
through faith and Repentance. Blessed language, that is 
independent of alphabets and artificial lexicons! that is 
not subject to change! nor to misunderstanding 1 nor to 
neglect I Glorious spirit of an order that, however she 
nciay eject the unworthy fit>in her bosom, still restrains them 
by a mystic cable tow, never releasing them fr^m their 
solemn engagements ; hopes, that though the inherent de- 
fect renders them unworthy of the spiritual temple below, 
that He v)1io makes the material which is but given us to 
fiishion, may work such changes in their nature, aa to 
enable them to pass the grcmd test of the judgment day. 

The trial, made at random by Mr. Bertisor, was suc- 
cessful beyond any hopes he could have formed. 

Bloom was too weak to give utt^hmce to his thoughts. 
But he pointed toward a distant part of the house, said 
plainly three times, ^^ 'tis there," and so expired. 

That the painful portion of our history may be at once 
disposed of, we will add, that the slumber which had 
seized upon the unfortunate woman, was the sleep of 
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death ; she awoke only to rejoin her husband in 
flphere. May the worn and stained spirits meet there a 
more mercifdl judgment than they will receive from any 
of our readers here. One grave contains them both. For 
him she had left all things. For his love, bartered par- 
ents', love, sisters' love, brothers' love ; and forsaking all 
other things, had cleaved unto him only, nor did death 
them part. 

The clue- thus fomished, was not so easily traced up, as 
had been anticipated. That there was some secret plaoe i 
in the house, which contained the treasure, or a part of it, 
had struck our Mend from the first. But the house had 
been most carefully searched. The floors had been torn 
up, the chimnies thrown down, everything, movable or 
immovable, that could possibly conceal a gold coin, had 
been examined, with no restricti(»iB as to damaging the 
property ; still not an object had come to light. 

The present so delayed communication^ only increased 
the labor, without adding to the success. 

Another mmmagii^ among the furniture, ended in the 
total destruction of chests, bureaus, bed-posts, etc. ; and 
then the exhausted, dispirited party, met in the large 
apartment, which had formerly served for a dining-room, 
and entered into consultation. 

A proposition from the sherifl^ to tear the house entirely 
away, was negatived, as promising no benefit. 

" Well, Carney, what have you come in for f what plan 
can you give ust Gome, we have run out of ideas, and 
we will hear yours, let it be what it may I " 

Carney thought, and said, in his peculiar paiaisy thai 
he was sure there was some concealed claeet in the house, 
and he had been examining all the rooms, except this, to 
find it I But thiB was no new plan ; ftTRmining rooms 
had been the business of the parfy ever since sunrise ; had 
ne nothing new t 

JERe way, be said, was to examine them by the echo 
made by a flute-sound trom the walls 1 He had frequently 
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obterred^^bnt then, it took an ear acute aa an eleetru- 
•oope, to obseire it— that he could point to every hollow 
and defectire place, in Lis Bjcamore tree, merely by this. 
But, as he aaid before, he had tried every room in the 
boose, except the dining-room, and made no discoveriee. 

Hie patron declared the idea to be practicable, and or* 
dered him to carry it out, in his own way. 

Oamey directed all the furniture to be removed from 
the room, because, he said, it deadened the sound. The 
A company, exeept two or three, were ordered to go outside, 
from the same considerations. 

Then, commencing at the door, he passed slowly around 
the apartment, keeping his right shoulder near the wall, 
and blowing his most sonorous notes. A slight pause at 
a point near the chimney, and then he resumed his circuit. 
The second round, he paused a longer time, at the spot 
near the chimney ; the third, decided him that there was 
something odd about that part of the wall. He stepped 
backward and forward; approached it; departed from it; 
while his strangely-featured countenance became more and 
more animated, and his voice thrilled through the tube like 
a mocking-bird's; then, stopping and pointing to the wall, 
with the gesture of a prophet, he declared there was a 
closet hid near the old chimney, and they'd know it, if 
they'd just break in the wall 1 

By this time, ike sheriff had got fairly into the spirit 
cf the thing, and he shouted for an ax, with a stentorian 
mee. With his own hands, he dashed in the fra^e 
ceiling, and thus became the first to gasse upon the trea- 
sure. There it waa; the bags of gold ; the metallic por- 
tions of the harness ; the bundles of clothing worn by Mr. 
N^orwich and his daughter ; and, among the rest— joy to 
the screaming girl — the precious doll I Gentle creature I 
how she did embrace the inanimate thing, and call it by 
its pet name, and talk to it, as thou^, in ^good sooth, 
it could reply I There was not a dry eye in the room. 
Even the sheriff, a rugged, weather-beaten man — who was 



neTW Biupectod of sndi a thing before— «miigg}ed a big^ 
round tear; then wiped it hastily off with his ooat«leeY0| 
and looked soTere again. 

Oar drama is winding up. The Echo and the Flnta 
have done their part Bestitation has been made. Tbe 
ket is fonnd. All parlies cohcemed in this pleasing con- 
dnsion, have been bonntifolly rewarded, and dismissed ; 
and then, the old frame honse is left to the mercy of the 
elements, no more to be tenanted, by anght save the bats 
and the owls. 

Time has taken the form of years. Let ns bring onr 
eharaoters npon the stage together, to say good-bye to the 
audience. Mr. Lymp has been sent to Ireland, with the 
Nation's Offering — ^a ship-load of provisions — to relieve 
Hibemia's fSeunine; and has returned, satisfied that Amep* 
iea is the best place, ^fter all. He ,will live and die in 
the service of the hatchet-faced man. Buth has been 
eonveyed to her nnde^s dwelling, in the distant State; 
and, although at first, she found it hard to be separated 
from her adopted guardian, his own judgment pointed it 
out as the better course. Carney is at one of the best 
schools in Kew England ; and, as his patron has promised, 
if he will learn to read and write well, he shall then be 
trained to become a musician, he is striving, with all his 
might, to do so. We venture to predict, that the night on 
which he salutes a public audience with that unequaled 
echo-note, and his wild, unearthly countenance, will be 
noted as tihe debut of a second Paganini, or a land, in 
talent and success. 

A closing page or two to him, the pure-miinled, the 
philanthropic, the enterprising Mr. Bertisor. Will the 
religious reader forgive us, that we have been more intent 
upon exhibiting his works than his £uthl No one, wlio 
knows anything of hnman nature, will believe, that a 
man of tident fortune and name, like this, would give 
them all away in a very eactravagance of benevolence, 
were he not actuated by a leligious spiritl Though we 
have said nothing of this, preforring to reserve our ^'good 
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wine nntiU tlie last," jet we now declare our adhesion to 
that system of faith comprised in tibie passage, ^^ Every 
good and every perfect gift cometh down firom the Father^" 
and that the spring of impulse of tibie gentleman whom we 
hove sketched, is pirely religions as it is. masonic. Were 
it not so, we wonld have told yon before. Were it not so, 
his character, eminent as it is, for philanthropy and Free* 
masonry, should have had no place in onr volume* 

Mr. Bertisor still lives, to do good and to get good. At 
his beautiful mansion, where he spends one-half the year-^ 
his lovely valley-home (he styles it Beth-Shillah, the House 
of Acaciasy-^charity is localized. On his various jomv 
nies, lengthy or brief^ Charily accompanies him — ^works 
love in his heart, and wisdom in his head ; causes his 
hands to dispense bountifully; makes his feet active on 
the errands of the distressed ; and so occupies his mo- 
ments, that with him, we think there will be no hiatus of 
life; no tarrying of the chariot-wheels of old age; but an 
immediate transmission from labor on earth to refresh- 
ment in heaven. Still does he retain that regard for truth 
which we all have for self, as an object never to be lost 
sight of, or allowed to sink even half-mast high. The 
Scriptures are still his study, and will be, until he meets 
the Divine Expounder in the Heavenly East. May his 
example be prolific in raising up a host of champions in 
Speculative Masonry. 

We cannot better make our fsirewell with this acccxn- 
plished Brother, than to record a few more of his cher- 
ished thoughts : — Scotch rite seems named huo e turn lu- 
emdOy that is, th^« never wad any of it in Scotland. 
There are three things every Mason should know; the 
landmarks, principles, and traditions which ai« acknowl- 
edged among us to be reliable; the best usage upon all 
controverted points ; and the practical effects of Masonry. 
The facts which se^n to be embodied in the various les* 
sons of Masonry, as we now possess it, are; that King 
Solomon was its originator, and is the^ true standard of a 
Mason; that the first temple on Mount Moriah was the 
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first lodge, and that all lodges are its representatlyes ; 
that there were four primary motives for establishing this 
institution ': — ^1. To teach true religion and morality to 
the heathen. 2. To teach the various sciences, especially 
architecture, to the Jews. 8. To teach both Jews and 
Gentiles, brotherly love. 4. To preserve the traditions 
relative to the Holy Temple. 

That a tme Mason will become a true religionist, need 
not be said ; that he must be a tme religionist before he 
can claim the title of a tme Mason, comee nearer the 
tmth. A belief in a Messiah by faith, in whom our sins 
are to be remitted, onr sonls made happy, and onr bodies 
raised, is the gi^at trath of troths, which shines throngh 
each part of the ancient system of Masonry.^' So mote 
it be. 
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STMBOLIO LESSONS IN 0HT7B0HES OF THE FIFTEENTH GENTUBY. 

Dmnas, in his Sketches in France, thus allegorizes : — 
"He churches of the fifteenth century are admirable, 
because, in their details as in wholes, they are in harmony 
with the mysteries which they are designed to see per- 
formed. The two turrets on the firont, represent the two 
arms which the Christian lifbs to heaven in prayer. The 
twelve chapels, the apostles ; the Boman cross, formed by 
the columns which sustain the porch, the image of that 
of Golgotha ; the choir, inclined a littie more to the right 
than the left, that our dying Savior leaned his dying head 
on his right shoulder; the three windows, that there are 
three persons in the Godhead.'' 
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It has been happilj said of the Boyal Art of Free- 
maBonry, that the ability of its members to keep its secreti 
inviolable, lies in the fiict that ieere^ i$ itae^a mammio 
virtue, one of the earliest tanght, and the first great cars 
of congregated Masons. 

As in the church of God, those who profess to have ex- 
perienced his love shed abroad in their hearts, have grace 
to sustain their profession, and to emit religions light in 
many pious actions, because religion is the ground-work 
of their profession, the Alpha and Omega of their craft; 
so in the fraternity of Masons, secrecy can be maintained 
with the utmost exactness by all worthy brothers and fel- 
lows, because it forms one of the strongest ligaments, not 
cmly to unite each member to the Order, but to bind to- 
gether the Order itself into one grand sheaf, ripe, and 
golden; thus fortifying it as well against the persecuticxis 
of its enemies as the more dangerous assaults of pretended 
Mends: secrecy is among the chief dignitaries, person- 
ified in Freemasonxy. 

•Tiiii tale was fint pabUihed in that exoellent magftifaie, the Masonic Beriew, 
oy Bro. C. Moore, Qndimaii, 0. The original pLaa of our book, as indicated bj 
the Utle-pa§;e, was, to publish nom but neto pieoet. In this case, alone, have we 
departed from it. Oar motlTea are, that the great labor which Geof&ey Weld 
oost us, in the preparation, and the Ttluable historical &cts oontained !n it, giro 
H a clidm to a permanent torn of puUicatlon. This is the Judgment of many 
frieiids. It will not be a lerions digression, to add, that Bro. Moore has erinced, 
by his readiness to engsge the services of the best pens for the Masonic Beview, 
the genuine spirit that should aotnate a BroUier who plaoas himself In the seat of 
the Scribe. 
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It is owing to th« fact that our brethren are thus tntored, 
not only in the ceremonies of their initiation, bnt in all 
the after process of iUnmination, that thej jnstlj claim to 
be better qualified than other men for all stations in which 
a prudent heart or a cautions tongue is requisite : for a 
place like this, Freemasons excel all others ; and here is 
presented an instance, bnt one in a thousand which might 
be offered, of the theory of the lodge-room being practi 
coll J exhibited in the outof-door phases of human lite. 

13ie art of seoretrkeeping is no contemptible art, lightlj 
as the frail and leakj vessels around us maj esteem it 
Well were it for our comfort and happiness, if men and 
women were better skilled therein; well for the sacred 
marriage relation ; well for the tender intercourse of lovers ; 
for friendship between firiend and friend, christian and 
dristian, merchant and merdiant, heart and heart. 

For whence arise the heart-burnings and the bickerings, 
the conscience gnawings, and the pungent self-upbraidings, 
that imbitter so many hours of our pilgrimage below 1 Is 
not their origin, right often, in some incautious words, 
uttered in a moment of confidence, to be remembered, 
with sorrow, in all the moments of after life? 

The following tale is offered to illustrate the importance 
and ultimate reward of fidelity, the essence qf secret-keep^ 
mff — ^let its lessons sink deeply into the hearts of the fickle 
and incautious, who may honor it with a perusal. 

GeoiSrey Weld, the person whose history forms the 
staple of this sketch, had honestly earned the license to 
practice law, awarded him by the Circuit Judge, and had 
settled down in his native village of Colmar, Pennsylva- 
nia, to wait for that share of business anticipated as a fair 
return for the seven years' preparation and large expendi- 
ture required to elevate him to a fit standard of legal qual- 
ifications. 

^^ Nothing sowed, nothing to reap,'' had been his motto, 
and at the very outset, there was not a member of the bar 
on his circuit better skilled in the theory of law than 
young Weld. Patience, and a courteous demeanor, and 
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derotednees to the seBsions of court, as well as to reading 
in the recesses, erelong opened a way before him. Oliente 
were sharp to detect a &ct so interesting to that sangcdne 
class of individnals, that 'Squire Weld had la/rmn/g enough 
to arrange their cases, and gift of the gab to exhibit 
th^n. 

A three years' practice, therefore, enabled him to v^ 
move from the little office he had at first rented, to keep 
within his means, to an eligible location in the Oonrt 
House itself. Here the nsual signs of legal thrift appeared 
in large bundles of papers mysteriously bound, with red 
tape; and in various tin boxes suspended on the walls; 
and handsome additions to his well-thumbed library, and 
many other particulars. 

It had been generaUy understood by the bar, from the 
very outset, that the studious sharp-eyed young lawyer 
who was winning so many oases, and pocketing so many 
fees, was not to be held back, but allowed — ^that is the 
word — aUowed to go on to eminence as fSut as he thought 
proper. 

In addition to the more legitimate business of his pro- 
fession, Geofirey had opened an interesting case of his 
own, by becoming suitor for the hand of Miss Amanda 
Lowry, spinster, of those parts, whose charms were some- 
what famous among the youthful males of Oolmar and the 
adjacent territory. Although the usual order was here 
reversed, for the lawyer himself had become client, yet 
perseverance carried the day, and GeaSrej succeeded, 
first in winning the approbation of the parents, then of 
the maiden herself; and engaged to his own behoof the 
hand, together with a little trembling heart that accom- 
panied it. The thriving young lawyer, forgetting all pru- 
dence, pressed for an early marriage; but the family 
decided otherwise, and postponed it until he could secure 
a comfortable home for a wife. All the world, however, 
had heard of the engagement, and it added quite a fealher 
in his cap, that the only daughter of the well-known Gten. 
L0W17 was his affianced bride. 
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ThuB all thiBgs shone brightly around the pathway of 
the talented, honest, and indnstriotiB lawyer. With an 
eye not over Bangoine, bnt dear and cautions, he conld 
look ahead and see his position defined at an honorable 
grade in his profession, with domestic comforts to cheer 
his leisure, the good will of his fellows to encourage him, 
and the approval of Ood high over aU. Oan any one dis- 
cover a cloud in the prospects of Oeoffrey Weld} Is 
there gift of prescience among any of you, talented read- 
ers, by which you can read these bright anticipations dark- 
ened, these buds blasted, these hopes prematurely nipped! 
Yet, wondrous are the ways of God with man. The gold 
of tixe second temple was not fastened with nails of gold, 
as in King Solomon's system of architecture, but cemented 
with wax to the cedar walls. Does not this teach us the 
brief and uhcertain tenure of mortal things! Ah! "let 
not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he 
that putteth it off." 

The period at which our hero commenced his legal 
career, was during the short administration of the second 
Adams, at a time when two lai^ political parties were 
arranging their respective forces for a campaign, to exceed 
in violence, acrimony, and parly cruelty, everything here- 
tofore recorded in the history of politics. To American 
Kasons of the third degree it was as the time of Jacques 
de Molay to Templar masonry, substituting the tongue of 
malice, however, for the sword and fagot of extermina- 
tion. 

The election of 1824 had terminated in an appeal to 
the House of Bepresentatives ; a movement in itself cal- 
culated to arouse every evil sentiment in the nature of 
parties, the decision of an umpire, especially of an mter- 
ested umpire, being fated to cast oil upon the flames of 
civil strife, and not to quench them. The gloomy presage, 
announced by many in the Convention that framed our 
Constitution, in relation to this portion, was amply ful- 
filled in both cases that required its use, but especially in 
the latter. In the proposed scheme of political contest, 
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it WM contemplated by the wire-pnllen of either party 
that erery person in the land Bhonld engage, and means 
were devised to this end. Never perhaps was this arrange 
ment, always announced at the commencement of a polit- 
ical campaign, so generally sncoessfiil as now; for the 
bar, the pnlpit, all the interests of commerce, agricoltore, 
trade, and the industrial pursuits, even science itself 
yielded their forces to swell the tide of party conflict 

Party issues, as such, there were none; the records of 
that period sustain the assertion that not one great jninr 
oipU %i>a9 introduced ink) the can^vcus. The war was 
simply a war for spoils; astrife between theoii^ and m9, 
without even an ostensible virtue to sanctify a host of 
vices. In all the glorious future that seems to open before 
the Bepublic, let us ardently pray that such scenes may 
not again be enacted as disgraced the presidential cam- / 
paign of 1828. 

A contest of mere selfishness, naturally develops every 
base principle in the human heart. As it was with the 
infamous tories of the Bevolution, all the hatred and cove- 
tousness that exist in the vicinity, rise and oppress the 
good, when no laws of fear, or courtesy, or gratitude, 
restrains them. Character is tmscrupulously assailed; 
black mail openly levied; burnings, and slaughterings, 
and hangings of all social enjoyments occur, until we can 
almost wish that some superior power would grant us a 
king, even at the expense of republicanism, and all per- 
sonal freedom. 

But the most baleful incident of this period, as indica 
tive of the most heartless cruelties, that which exhibits 
the character of the strife in its blackest hues, was the 
introdtiction qf cmtifnaeonry as a platform^ not of prin- 
ciples, but of warfare. In the sheer absence of other ali- 
ment, the spirit of opposition seized this, and never was 
there a negative carried before to such extremity. 

AU the disappointed and the revengefiil; aU who had 
ever provoked a black-ball from a Mason's hands ; all who 
knew their own unw<nrthiness too well to run the risk of 
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rqectkm ; all who, like the GraekB of old, beoame weened 
with hearing <mr ancieat Bocietj styled *^the good;" and 
the remnants of defeated parties, and seetions of partiee, 
united, with one aeoord, under this pirate's flag, whose 
motto waa ^^eztennination — deatii to maaoniy,'^ whoM 
standard-bearers were the defeated politicians of old,-^ 
whose heroes were seekers of spoiL* 

^ On this eeoasicm," says a masonic writer who faeed tfaa 
storm for ei^t years, ^^on this occasion the whole masonie 
fraternity was chai^^ed with guilt; the Institiition and ils 
members were denonnced as dangerous; chniehes, femilieei 
and fijends were divided; and the whole social i^tem^ 
was, for a long time, nproeted and dismembered. Eveiy 
man of eminence, known to be a Mason, was called upon 
to leneonce his conneetion with the sode^, or stand 
branded as a traitor to the laws of his oonntrj* No means 
were neglected to bring the Order into disgrace and 
min, right or wrong. The feaie of the timid and igno- 
rant attributed the crime of the gailtj to a necossaiy 
consequence of masonic obligations ; the political intrig* 
nant reveled in the prospect of tiie overthrow of hie 
prosperous rival ; and the eraflrir p(ditieal Jesuits labored 
in their yocation at the polls.'^ 

This quotation refers to the anti-masonic strife in New 
York, ccmsequent upon the so-called abduction of M<ngan ; 
but the same highly-wrought description applies correctiy 
enough to the other States to which the excitement ex- 
tended. 

Unfortunately for the cause of morality and peace, the 
spirit of anti*masozu7 had found an early lodgment in the 
quiet town of Oolxaar. The masonic Lodge of that place, 
one of the oldest on the books of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, had always sustained an excellent charao* 

* It Ib pleMant to bo (old, as bearing good testimony to ths adage, ** honesty 
it the best pQttoj," that in tiieir base ends, these bnccaneen weie disi^ifwliited ; 
sod that out of the Isige number who made np the Albany Antiaasoais Ooftve»» 
tion, well styled *' The holy Pirate's League," not ezoeeding three of the ssssiHiif 
Masons present, svnr nJsed themselTes from the pit, into which the oommon ooa* 
Bsni of all parties karisd thsm, 

28 
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ter ibr its knowledge of nuMonic principles, and its oor- 
TeetnesB in canying them ont. Amongst these, brightest 
of the Gjnafk, was Geoffirej Weld. Descended from ances- 
tors who had preserved a masonic medal, as an heirloom, 
for thx^e hundred years ; having the immediate example 
of his jhther, grand&thers, all his father's brothers, and 
many other relatives, both in the paternal and maternal 
lines ; having furthermore seen, in his professional prac- 
tice, the good effects of Freemasoniy in allaying strife and 
restoring concord, he was a Mason in hearty long before 
his age permitted him to enter the Order; and when that 
auspicious period arrived, and his eyes were opened, he 
became at once a consiBtent Freemason, irrespective of all 
personal considerations. Yet it would be too much to say 
that he had not derived any personal advantages from 
Freemasonry. Some of the best clients on his list, and 
some of the most honorable openings heretojfore afforded 
him, and many a generous fee beside, had come to his 
possession through the recommendation of his brethren, 
who, of all others, could best know his worthiness and 
qualifications. Gratitude then combined with hereditary 
feeling and personal admiration, to attach Gteoffirey Weld 
to the Boyal Art. The enemies of the Order did well, 
therefore, to place him near the head of their list of pro- 
scriptions, and to mark opposite his name this ominous 
note— ^^ to be broken down at any expense I '^ 

A sketch of the anti-masonic operations at Golmar, is a 
history of the general policy adopted in all the^States of 
Pennsylvania, New York, Bhode Island, Massachusetts, 
Yermont, Maine, and a few others. We shall therefore 
give particulars, without the fear of being esteemed tedious. 

Large subscriptions of money were taken up, ranging 
sometimes as high as a thousand dollars from a single in- 
dividual, who was a member of the party. These sums 
were applied to the general purposes of the campaign 
under the instructions of a branch of the central commit- 
tee located in that place. A newspaper press was set up, 
an editor salaried for a year or more, and a weekly journal 
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started ^'on anti-masonic principles"! save the mark I 
Large issues of this sheet, filled from end to end with mis- 
representations and lies,* were published for graiuitat^ 
oirGidatton^ and pamphlets and broadsides of the same 
character flowed from the same fonl source, in boundless 
profusion. Agents, who operated upon the modem plan 
of spiritual colportage ''to sell where you can, and give 
where you cannot sell," were employed in the circulation 
of these documents, visiting every house and — natpraijf" 
mg — ^but hfing, in every one. Orators of all grades, from 
a Wirt to a Hodge, rode circuit through city, town, village, 
and neighborhood, scattering their arrows of pestilence on 
every side as they passed. Pulpits were not free from the 
infection. As we have seen in these latter days, clergy- 
men of the first ability boldly denounce law and govern- 
ment which oppose their peculiar view, so it was in the 
days of which we write. Schools felt the same evil ex* 
citement, for teachers lent their influence to swell it, and 
little boys and girls were taught the amazing evils, not of 
ignorance or prejudice, but of Freemasonry I 

Such things have their eflect in a country where every 
man is free to read and talk. Soon the weekly meetings 
of the anti-masonic club in Oolmar began to be largely 
attended. Speeches from eloquent men, invited from 
neighboring towns for this purpose, made the meetings 
interesting to all classes. Then the fourth of July — that 
day sacred to freedom of thought and action — was dese- 
crated by a public dinner, got up by the party ; and it 
was here that the abominable falsehood, the vilest of all 
the pack, was first littered, — ^a falsehood that should have 
blistered the tongue tnat earliest spoke it, — ^'Hhat although 
George Washington had been a member of the Order — 
they could not deny that — ^yet he had become so well con- 
vinced of its pernicious tendencies, as to warn his fellow 

*The penual of a fi]« of anti-muonie ptpera of that period, iHU oonvfaioa th« 
moat olMiinaie tkat the powers of erU ruled. It is astounding to see of what opca* 
eartUw, lies that party arailed itself, to .overthrow Freemasonry; but the wall 
they raised crushed themselves at last. 



eonntrTmen against it." This sbameleae lie was bolBtered 
up bj garbled extracts from the Farewell Address of that 
Uasbioiifl brother, and, thns sweetened, the piU was read 
Uj swallowed ; thousands believed it I 

A certain clergyman who had ran through all the imu 
and 7nre9ie$ of the thirty years preceding, and had finaUy 
settled down into o(mfoetMnUem^ was now persuaded to 
preach an ultra anti-masonic sermon from his pulpit. In 
this he likened Freemasonry to the . beast with seven 
horns ; to the harlot on her seven hills; to antiHshrist; and 
to a variety of other things equally ingenious and respect 
able. This lucid discourse being reproduced at the anti 
masonic press, was mailed to every clergyman in the land, 
and strange to say, its doctrines became ths test on which 
many evangelical (() churches divided. In addition to 
this, there was printed an edition of a small work that 
had formerly had an immense nm in England, and after- 
ward became the basis of Morgan's work; we refer to 
^ Jachin and Boaz." Being issued as a veritable expo- 
sure of the secrets of Masonry, and sold at a merely nom* 
inal price, it reached every hand ; and soon it became a 
eommon amusement for dram-drinkers and loafers, who 
hovered around grognshops, to mock Freemasons as they 
passed, with the si^is and passwords, and true words, 
given with such astonishing aocuraey by that author! 

The few cases of intemperance that had occurred among 
the Craft, and come to the public knowledge, were gath- 
ered up and published as faithful illustrations of the im- 
morality of the Order. Thus, that which was peculiarly 
the vice of the age, was marked as a peculiarity of an 
Institution whose list of cardinal virtues is headed with 
Temperance. 

One more note from a writer whose experience of Free- 
masoniy runs twenty years beyond this gloomy period, 
and we close the chapter. — '^During the continuance of 
this excitement, the newspapers teemed with the most 
violent invectives against the Order. Anti-maeonic mag- 
ludnes, reviews, and almanacs, found eager and ready pxsr- 



VIDBLITT TO IBB OBDSB. M8 

chaMTB. Hie press groaned with pnUicatioiis of every 
grade, from the broad sheet to the thick octaro, in whidi 
was presented to the public, the lamentable sight of apos- 
tate Masons of aU ranks, pnbUcly avowing that they had 
solemnly sworn inviolably to keep certain seoretB which, 
in the subsequent pages, they deliberately revealed, and 
oonfidently eoBpeeUd that the public would believe tiieml 
l^e theater ; the show-box of the exhibition of puppets ; 
the orator from his platfonn, «nd the monntebwik from 
his stage, all presented a series of ridiculous and burlesque 
ceremonies which they asserted were the ceremonies of • 
masonic lodge ; while the notorious Major Allyn wandered 
about the country, as an itinerant lecturer on the mys- 
tones of Masoniy, which he publicly advertised to expose. 
Ministers of several sects and denominations, made the 
awful avowal from their pulpits, that they had sworn to 
conceal the secret practices of the fratemify, and in the 
same breath, in the presence of their Maker, publicly 
revealed them to their wondering congregations. And 
<me, as an apology lor his apostasy, accused Masonry of 
infidelity and atheism, and its members of horrid crimes; 
and in his sweeping censure did not even spare the wor- 
thies of dd, but charged Drs. Anderson and Desaguliers, 
men of the first rank in their respective professionSy of 
men of low character and base spirit.'^ 
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M CtM« witk M, iBt w lay wtit ar Uto4 ] kC M Ivk yrivflj ar Iht faMOOMt vMhM oiMti 
let M twAnow tbtm np alirt m Um |tst» ; tad wfaoU m tboM tkat go dom to tlw pit; 
wtt tbdl fill oor hooMi widi tpolL* "TIm Lofd doth hate m lyiac toofM— « kMit ttaft 
dtrlMih wtek«d I— giMtiwi a AJm wIimm Umi •ptakaSi Um."— n« mmiw fA§m 

Ajodst the storm of vituperation and maUce, the inno' 
cent objects of persecution said and did but little to meet 
the torrent of invective. Their numbers were few, their 
means limited, their time engaged in neeessary avocatioiia 
of support; how could they eueoessftdly resist measues 
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flo artfiilly oonti-iyed and sustained at such expense of 
time and money f Another reason prevailed. It is a 
golden legacj from onr masonic fathers, ^^ to leave opposi- 
tion to nm its course, assured that, like the lava torrent 
which causes human destruction, its period is short." One 
hath said, " if smitten on the one cheek, turn ye the other 
also— and he that taketh away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloak also— and he that compelleth thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain." Such wisdom, although too wonder- 
ful for man to have originated, is not too abstruse for his 
practice; and it is this, the practical exhibition of mdmt^- 
sian under i/ngvfry^ that forms the key to the silence so 
generally maintained by the Masonic Order, during every 
season of persecution. 

Li the Golmar Lodge i^ot a voice was heard by way of 
retort, nor ^^ railing for railing," but all ^^ committed them- 
selves unto Him that judgeth righteously." No exposure 
was made of the misdoings of theii* prominent enemies, al- 
though they were recorded on the Lodge books in damna* 
tory colors. Scarcely a protest was made, while the st(»m 
was sweeping away pillar after pillar, drying up their reve- 
nues and paralysing their arms ; but meekly and silently, 
when the tempest could no longer be endured, they re- 
signed their charter to the illustrious body from whence it 
emanated, concealed their records, destroyed their furni- 
ture, closed their doors, and with a tear each turned to his 
home, under a whispered pledge that when the good times 
should return, which even then they foresaw, their masonic 
banner should be exhibited, and the Order re-established 
in Colmar. Where does history present a more brilliant 
example of endurance? Well may the brotherhood look 
back with pride to that era, when our best principles 
shone out amidst the storm. Yet such has ever been the 
case with Freemasonry. If there be a pronenoss, as some 
Aink, to boasting and extravagant claims in the time of 
proeperi^; if disorganizing doctrines obtain followers, and 
thus strcoigth begets weakness, let an occasion for trial 
ftriae, let the trumpet be Mown through ithe land, and the 
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cry. raised, ^^ the PhilistineB be upon thee, Sampeon," and 
lo ! the strong man begirds himself for the conflict ? Free** 
masonry then puts on the armor of proof, her unflinching 
endurance, opposes her impenetrable shield of patience to 
the foe, and be her struggle long or short, hers is the tIc- 
toiy in the end. 

But truth compels us to declare that much chaff is 
blown away in these periodical storms. All is not gold 
that goes into the furnace, though pure and bright shinea 
the metal after the assay. In other words, there be many 
in the ranks of Masonry, who, by whatever false dedara- 
tion on their part, or carelessness in the Craft, they gained 
admission, will not stand the hour of trial* And so it 
proTed in Colmar. Would that our pen could be spared 
this chronicle, this task of recording the shamefdl miscon- 
duct of those " who went out from us because they were 
not of us ; '' and, oh, disgrace to Masonry I openly seceded^ 
cast off their vows, repudiated their obligations, joined 
the ranks of her enemies, and raised unfilial hands 
against her. 

True, the greater part of those who withdrew from the 
Lodge excused themselves by an honest desire to avoid 
strife; and it was plainly seen by the after conduct of 
such, that their esteem for the Order was unabated; yet 
many in Colmar took the traitor's place, and led the van- 
guard of opposition. 

Out of the whole list of fifty-four on the books of the 
Colmar Lodge, twenty made a public announcement of 
their withdrawal from Freemasonry in the columns of the 
anti-masonic paper, and nine openly avowed themselves 
secedera and opponents. These numbers scarcely express 
the average of secession in neighboring Lodges, but this 
is readily accounted for by the fact that the ballot-box had 
been more carefully guarded here than elsewhere, and 
there was consequently less chaff to be eliminated. This 
lesson may well be laid to the heart qfthe Uvifng, for it is 
pregnant with good thought. 

We observed that the traitors led the opposing forces. 
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With flie true inBtinct of traitors, they worried and deyae- 
tated where others hesitated to advance; where others 
paused, they took another step ; where mendacity failed 
in others, theirs was fresh and vigorous in its coinage.* 

Bat it is time we returned to the history of Oeoffirey 
Weld, of whom we have partially lost sight in these de- 
tails. It was not long until the coalition found a means 
of attacking him in a most sensitive part, his suit to 
Amanda. Her &ther, a man of consequence, as we have 
remarked, in the community, an old man easily wrought 
upon by fears for his daughter's happiness, had early 
become alarmed for the reputation of his fhture son-in- 
law, and advised him to shun the storm by withdrawing 
fix>m the Order in good season. To this QeoSrej gave an 
instantaneous refusal, accompanied, however, with such 
arguments as were calculated to mollify his anger, while 
it convinced him that nothing could be done in that quar^ 
ter. Being disappointed in this, he engaged the aid of 
his daughter, but with no better effect; for G^ffirey, how- 
ever yielding he might be to his betrothed bride in other 
tilings, was firm ** to sink with the ship that had safely 
borne him and his so long." 

All this came to the knowledge of the Anti-masonic 
dub, and put them upon a plan of bringing G&i. Lowry 
into active co-operation with their party. His age and 
disinclination to business would have served as a foil to 
their efforts, and the club, hesitating at nothing to eflfect 
their purpose, elected him vice-president, and thus won 
him by that cheapest of baits, flattery. Henceforward his 
entire time was spent in the reading-room of the dub, or 
the sanctum of the editor, and no small sums of money 
were squeeeed from his purse under various pretenses. 

It may easily be foreseen that this state of affairs threw 
infinite obstacles in the way of our hero's marriage with 
Amanda. As the engagement had so long been made 

• In more than one Jjodge of PennsylTiiiU and New Toik, we liM* leoi 
*'Uack Uito" eonteining tbe bbiiim of theie traltort, poetedoosapicaoiulj in ike 
Tfln*9 
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public, and the crime of being a Mason, howeyer base a 
thing politically, was a small matter morally, it would 
not answer to forbid him the house, but there were many 
means of annoyance, such as cold looks, crabbed words 
and the like, which were freely used by the family in 
hopes to induce him to break off a connection, now disa- 
greeable to them. As for Amanda herself^ she had not 
learned to rend asunder her solenm vows so readily, and 
she continued the same smile and kind words whidi had 
always greeted his appearance; and together they lor- 
ingly trusted that this storm woidd soon be spent, and all 
things become restored to light and peace. 

This was a great disappointment to his opponents, for 
although they had greatly diminished Gteoffi^y's happi- 
ness, they had failed in this attack upon his engagement. 
OHher methods, however, were more successful in wound- 
ing and injuring him* False charges of incompetency 
and dishonesty were whispered privately about, told as 
great secrets, only to confidential friends, to go no further. 
Boon the ears of the Judges themselves, perhaps tainted 
with the aiiti-masonic virus, were poisoned in the same 
n:ianner, and their kindly feelings towards Geoffrey were 
warped. His clients, if at all disaffected on the subjeet 
of Masonry, were easily cajoled by tempting offeis to 
withdraw their papers; if not, they were terrified with 
some whispered charges, their witnesses were tampered 
with, and themselves insulted and hindered in the prose- 
eution of their claims. Such a course industriously pur- 
sued, if only for a few months, ootQd not fail to draw off 
much <tf Geoffrey's business, and he saw with dismay that 
the contemplated period of his marriage, viz., when his 
profession should enable him to place his bride in a com- 
fortable home, became more and more uncertain each 
month that passed. 

But to a mind like his, difiicultiee act only as the spur. 
With much of that foresight which the contemplation of 
masonic principles engenders, he antedated the hour when 
sll this structure of pasteboard would &I1 to the ground, 
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and common sense re-assert her sway. In these anticipa 
tions he was correct ; but unfortunately for his own inters 
ests, he erred in common with many brethren of that day, 
in settinff the period too nigh; like apocalyptic expoeitc^s, 
assuming months instead of years. There has been no 
prophet but the prophet Isaiah, to whom it was given to 
enum^^te the years of masonic fulfillments! 

Fortified with hope, Gboffirey did not perhaps permit 
himself to be discouraged. As business diminished, and he 
saw it falling into the hands of his envious rivals, he eked 
it out by contributions to the presses of the lai^r cities, 
also by copying, and various other expedients. He at the 
same time devoted his leisure to reviewing aU his legal 
studies; and then, as his means of support became more 
and more restricted, he contemplated turning his attention 
to teaching, until the fire should cease to rage against 
him. Said we not well then, on a former page, ^4et not 
him that girdeth on his harness, boast himself as he that 
putteth it off." Here was a young man well set out on 
the journey of life, his foundations well established in 
industry and truth, his foot-steps correctly taken and 
secured, now thrown back, and without any &ult of his 
own made to contemplate the resignation of all his hopes, 
by the systematic malice of his enemies. 

Hie most inveterate among those who had taken it on 
themselves to work Oeoffi^y's downfall, was a petty lawyer 
of the place, one James Macklin,* a seceding Mason, 
though not of the Oolmar Lodge, a competitor with 
Gteoffl^y in business, and what had shaxpened his envy 
to the keenest edge, a rejected suitor for the hand of 
Amanda. This individual, contrived a plot that could 
not fail in its aim; but before we can bring it to the 
knowledge of the reader, it will be necessary to turn back 
for a short period, and relate som^ scenes in the closing 
hours of the Colmar Masonic Lodge. 

It was a gloomy hour when the members obeyed the 

* Certain of tlia Jews baadAd iogetlMr, and bonsd themielTes nndir a eiina, 
«hat they wonld atitlier eat nor Arink imtU they ^d UUed PMd.~6'. L.hook4/L 
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Tfler's summons to meet for the last time ^^by the will 
of the Woishipfol Master;" a gloomy homr and a sad. 
The few adhering members as they picked their way 
through the mnd and darkness, to that hall which had been 
so long the scene of innocent pleasure, felt as if under a 
ban from the powers of darkness. Kot a smile was visi- 
ble on that circle of faces, that had sharpened each other 
^^as iron sharpeneth iron," for many a long year past. 
The opening of the Lodge was as a funeral occasion when 
some well beloved fnxUr has passed away. The wcods 
of charge, so cheerful though oppressive, were as a death 
dirge. 

But now the motion being made and seconded, and 
thirded, to resign the charter and to dissolve the Lodge,* 
an important question arose concerning the disposition of 
certain beneficiaries, who had long been sustained, either 
in whole or in part, by the funds of the Lodge. One of 
these was a veteran of the Revolution, who, having a 
scanty property of his own, was enabled by small contri- 
butions from his masonic brethren, to make a fair shift of 
living. It was thought that this old brother could be 
most comfortably accommodated in the almshouse, ao* 
cording to his own expressed wish, so soon as he under- 
stood the condition of the Lodge. So this matter was 
settled, and the veteran took up his quarters, retaining a 
warm veneration for the Order in which he had lived for 
forty years. 

The next case was that of a family, originally consist- 
ing of five orphan children, but now reduced to two by 
indenturing the others to good trades. These were soon 
disposed of, for a certain generous brother who had no 
chUdren of his own, agreed to take charge of them, and 
if they proved worthy, to adopt and rear them. The 
Lodge voted him a resolution of thanks, and proceeded 

o An fairtwoB U on record in a New York Lodgo^ of an aged broUier frUing 
dead irith an apoplectic stroke, Just at tlio instant whan the presiding ofEUser 
aanoanoed^as the result of the yote, " this Lodge is thereforo dissolved and ita 
charter to be resigned." 
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to the next. His wae decided in a sommaxj way by a 
liberal contribution from the pnnea of the brethren pres- 
ent, the Bum thus bestowed being depoeited in the bank, 
and serving as a generons means of support to the red- 
pieot, a poor widow woman, so kmg as she liyed. 

The most embarrassing case was reserved till the last 
and was one to which the serious attention of all the mem 
bers had been turned. It was that of Kaiy Bellingham, 
a young lady, daughter of a distinguished Freemason who 
had died in embarrassed circumstances some eight yean 
before. Mary had been at the chai^ of the Graft erer 
sipce that diBiressing event She was at this time about 
eighteen years of age, of exquisite form and beauty ; the 
pride of the Lodge that had reared her, and of the breth- 
ren whose liberality had preserved her from abject pov- 
erty and placed Her in the first rank of society. With 
their practical understanding of Christ's injunction, ^^Let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth," it 
had never been told to the public that Maiy was an object 
of charity ; indeed, so ingeniously had their arrangements 
been made, from time to time, for her education and sup- 
port, that although she certainly suspected the truth, yet 
she had no direct evidences of it. 80 the funds, free-will 
offerings to the memoiy of a father beloved of the Order, 
which never forgets to be grateful, gave her sustenance 
and knowledge and station among the brightest and best 
of the village. 

From the outset it had been a settled matter that Mary 
should receive the best educational advantages of the day, 
and these were secured, regardless of expense, by placing 
her at a well-known boarding-school in a neighboring 
county. When the established course of studies was ao- 
oomplished, Mary returned to Colmar to take her station, 
with the air of one who had a right to it, with the elite 
of the social circle^ She speedily became popular, for the 
diarm of her manners was indescribably sweet. Ko 
party or social gathering was complete unless her ring- 
ing laugh and fairy step were there. Eveiy benevolent 
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project Bet <m foot to leliere distreBS at home or abroad, 
received the seal of her approval before it became pop- 
ular; and as her stamp gave it currency, her perscxial 
efforts were foremost to give it snocess. The world-wide 
philanthropy which, in that day, adopted the cause of the 
suffering Greeks, and for a period, fed and clothed a 
nation, enlisted her warmest sympathy. As president of 
the Oohnar committee of relief she devoted many months 
to tiiis noble charity, and no small part of the caigo that 
sailed from the port of Philadelphia, was made np mider 
her special supervision. 

With these amiable qualifications to recommend her, it 
will be readily seen, that the disposition of snch an inter- 
esting yonng woman involved no ordinary difficnhy. To 
eat her off just at the time when she was emerging into 
womanhood, and to throw her npon her own resomtses at 
a season when she most needed protectors, was not to be 
thooght of for a moment, nor did any person present at 
that fiuewell meeting propose it. Yet the Lodge revennes 
were destroyed, and all relief from ^^ that flowing breast 
of charity's sweetest milk*' was henceforth stopped. After 
mnch debate, it was agreed that a committee of confer- 
ence and relief should be formed to represent the Masons 
present in their individual capacity, to visit Miss BeUing- 
ham, and make her acquainted with the circumstances of 
the case. Geoffrey was appoiuted diairman of this com- 
mittee, and it was made his special duty to call upon her 
monthly, and offer such advice as her condition might re* 
quire. And that there might not be any diminution of her 
pecuniary resources, each of these noble hearts, before 
they parted, signed his name to a written obligation bind- 
ing himself to pay a stated sum quarteriy f<Hr the main- 
tenance of Mary Bellingham, so long as she remained un- 
married or needed their charitable aid. 

And now the last item of business was transacted, and 
it only remained, the reoord being approved and duly 
signed, to declare in that silent room — a mote of dust 
would have startled it, fidling upon the floor-*it only 
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remamed for the Master to declare the Lodge diBBolved. 
The rain poured upon the roof; the September winds 
bowled around the Hall; but a colder chiU was upon 
every heart as the command went forth, and each officer 
and member resigned his badge, no more to resume it. 
Yet the concluding charge fell not upon heedless ears — 
^^ Brethren, we are now about to quit this sacred retreat 
of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. 
Amidst its concerns and enjoyments, forget not the duties 
which you have heard so frequently inculcated and so 
forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Bemember that 
around this altar you have promised to befriend and re- 
liev49 every worthy Brother who shall need your assistance. 
You have promised, in the most friendly manner, to re- 
mind him of his errors and to aid his reformation. These 
generous principles are to extend further; every human 
being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good to all. 
Becommend it more especially to the household of the 
faithful. FinaUy, brethren, farewell; be ye all of one 
mind; live in peace, and may the God of peace love and 
bless vou^' — ^for the sentiment sank deep in their hearts, 
aad L profitable to them in many aa^ter hoar of per! 
secution and distress. 

In accordance with the plan, Geoffi-ey, at the head of 
the committee, called upon Mary the next day, and, 
amidst her tears of gratitude, explained to her how that 
her deceased father in his life-time had built broad and 
deep and high his Mason's temple of morality; how in his 
dying hour he had bequeathed to his grateful brothers his 
only child ; how gladly the sympathizing band had accep- 
ted the trust and fulfilled the conditions; how cheerfully 
they had reared and educated her, opening their stores as 
to their own dear child, and watching over her welfare 
with ceaseless vigilance; how ^'the evil days, days of bit- 
terness and woe, had drawn nigh" to them as Freemasons, 
and rendered it necessary for peace's sake, to give way 
for awhile under it. Then he informed her that the 
brotherhood dearly prized the virtues and esteemed the 
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merits of their sweet beneficiary, and that they would 
continue to watch over her so long as she needed a pro- 
tector ; that with masonic frankness they had come to assme 
her that their pnrses were symbolic of their hearts, and 
that both were opened wide to her, and should be, God 
willing, so long as she and they might live. 

This dnty being done, the committee informed her of Hxe 
arrangements for her support, paid her the first monthly 
instalment, and retired, leaving her to £bi11 upon her knees^ 
and in the silence of her pure heart to adore the Giver of 
gifts for an institution like this. 



CHAPTER THIRD. 

MCu uy hid* binMlf in Morat plaMs, that 1 ihaQ not ••• him t taith th« Lord. Woo 
wto Urn that bvildeth hli hoiiM by his BarigfatooiunoM, and his ohambon by wroaf.*— Xl# 
Ormter Light ^ M^mrw* ^••k 94. 

It was through the medium of this holy charge which 
devolved upon Geoffrey Weld, that the cruel blow was 
struck which prostrated him. His visits to Miss Belling- 
ham had been punctually made until public notice was 
drawn to them; and then, fearing tnat unjust suspicions 
might be aroused, he changed the hour to one later in the 
evening, so that he might not be observed. But there was 
one, vigilant in hatred, who marked every visit, and 
watched to draw some evil conclusions detrimental to 
Geoffrey's character. The occasion came. It happened 
that his stay was protracted on a certain evening for an 
hour beyond the usual time. Then a call of relief from a 
sick family, at a considerable distance, was received by 
Mary, — one that required immediate attention. His escort 
was proffered, purely as a matter of courtesy, and when 
the pair returned to her boarding-house, the hour was 
midnight. During the walk, he had several times fancied 
himself followed, and more than once determined to turn 
back and see if such were the case; but the subject passed 
by without remark, and Geoffrey retired to his rest, more 
than ever admiring the amiable girl who was the hand- 
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xEudd of oharitj. But the next evemng brought kim a 
yerification of hia Biupicions. He had been watched, and 
aLreadj the report had gone ont that his engagement to 
Amanda was disgraced bj a Uaiaan with Hiss Bellingfaam. 
This was commnnicated to Oen. Lowiy, and aroused him 
to the highest pitch of passion. He immediately wrote a 
message filled with invective, requiring him to meet the 
outraged fiunily that very hour, and receive his final dis- 
missal. 

It was with a heavy heart that the young man prepared 
to obey the command. That day had been spent in re* 
viewing the operations of the last year in which he had 
witnessed so many hopes overthrown, so many bright pros* 
pects blasted. His affairs were far more perplexed than 
when we last viewed them. A shameless thrust at his 
professional character lay before him in the columns of 
the foul sheet published by the anti-masonic club. A 
heavy debt was hanging over him, one for which he had 
become responsible by the baseness of these very men 
who were now engaged in traducing his character, and 
the sum was much larger than his personal resources could 
reach. The only resort that presented itself to his mind 
was the sale of his library, cherished as only a man of his 
temperament can prize books. But a week or two before, 
t2ie Circuit Judge had gone out of the line of his duty to 
make a remark highly ungenerous, based upon one of the 
whispered reports before referred to, nor could Oeoffi*ey 
get an opportuniQr to refute it, so effectually were all the 
channels of redress closed against him. 80 it was with 
melancholy forebodings that Geofirey put the insulting 
message into the fire, and walked over to G^. Lowiy's 
dwelling. 

The view that met him on entering was anything but 
encouraging. Amanda stood weeping by the window, her 
audible sobs indicating her emotion ; but she gave him no 
look as he closed the door. Her mother sat in all the out^ 
raged dignity of her sex, maintaining a stem silence. 
Gen. Lowry was pacing the room with hasty steps, and 
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Stopped to glare at him as he entered, like some wild 
beast disturbed in his den. Three grown brothers^ who 
were lounging upon the bo&, returned his look of in- 
quiry with a stem glare of defiance. But there was ono 
present, who, like 8atan among the sons of God, had 
6ome ^' ftom going to and fro in the earth, and from walk> 
ing up and down in it." Seated by the fire-side, with a 
grin of gratified malioe upon his countenance, was Mack* 
lin, the author, as G^offirej rightly judged, of many ao 
attack upon his character, both in the newspaper and io 
the way of whispered scandal. 

^^And now, sir," abruptly broke in the gray-haired 
father, ^' we have unearthed you, cunning reynard as you 
are ! the cause of your wonderful attachment to Masomy 
has come out I your devilish hypocrisy is unmasked; 
knave and scoundrel as you are, we have been too mueh 
for you, little as you thought of us. So, sir, it was the 
pretty orphan girl that cable^-towed you ; she could draw 
the quarterage out of all your pockets, whilst honest wo- 
men went begging; but your sanctimonious looks shall no 
more protect you ; your prayers, which are an insult to 
Deity ; your fool shows, yoxu* fine speeches, are all doous, 
sir. And as for you, hound and villain as you are» we 
will make an example of you, for your name shall ring 

from one end* of Pennsylvania to the other as " and 

here the aged Speaker lost breath through the violence of 
his attack, and was compelled to pause; but a significant 
motion toward the door showed the nature of his wishes. 

It was a trying scene for Geoffi*ey. His first impulse 
was the one prompted by nature itself, to fell the slan- 
derer, gray-haired and venerable as he was, to the ground ; 
nor was it the presence of a hundred men that could hare 
restrained him. But he observed that the gentle form of 
Amanda, partly concealed by the curtains of the window^ 
was trembling with emotion at her father's yiolent ad- 
dress, and the sight restrained him. 

His next thought was toward the spy who had brought 
this evil upon him, and it required all the reflection that 
24 
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he eotild Bximmon up in that moment, to hinder him from 
a personal attack upon the villain. 

Hie next moment brought nobler thoughts, and with a 
dignity that bespoke the pure soul within, he fixed his eye 
upon the old gentleman, and replied: ^'Gen. Lowrj, your 
insulting manner and words are so unbecoming a man of 
your years, or an audience of this kind, that I can only 
oomprdkend it by supposing that you labor under a tem- 
porary derangement. Why have you sent for me, sir I 
Nay, scowl not, yoxmg man,'' he pursued, fiercely turning 
to one of the sons who had started up in passion, ^'keep 
your fiery looks to yourself. This quarrel is not with 
you. The privilege I have accorded to the gray hairs of 
your father shall not protect you for an instant if you pre* 
smne to interfere. I demand to know, Gen. Lowry, why 
you have sent for me?" 

The deliberate manner of the young lawyer had a res- 
training influence upon that individual, who, recovering 
his breath, resumed in a much milder style. 

^^I have sent for you, sir, to tell you that your baseness 
is exposed. That your clandestine visits to Miss Belling- 
ham, have been observed. That such visits at a mid- 
night hour admit of only one explanation ; and that hence- 
forward your engagement with my daughter is as though 
it had never been. Here are the presents that she has 
received fix)m you. Would that her hand had rotted ere 
it touched them. Furthermore, I have summoned you 
here to tell you openly, for I scorn your sneaking moral- 
ity, that we will publish you in every paper in the State. 
And now that you have heard my reasons and my deter- 
mination for the future, there is the door, and you are at 
liberty to depart this instant." 

Up to this moment G^ffirey had remained standing like 
a statue, calmly receiving the hot words of his accuser, 
discovering by no look or gesture that he was aroused 
from his habitual manner. But now he placed a chair by 
Amanda's side, gently forced her to sit therein, took 
another near by, and deliberately responded : 
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^^Gten. Lowiy, your accuBations being proved ftlse, all 
your detenninations must fiall to the groand. When Ma^ 
jor Bellingham stood with you and my deceased &ther, 
side by side in the defense of Baltimore, yon pledged 
yonrselyes, each to the others, that if either should fall, 
the surviving two should be as fathers to his family. 
Here is the paper signed by yourselves on that eventfu. 
night." 

He drew a tattered document from his pocket and held 
it up. The old man gazed upon it with a start, and cot* 
ered his face with his hands, for it recalled a train of 
memories long stilled in the depths of forgetfhlness. 

^^My visits to Miss Bellingham, sir, were as chairman 
of a committee on behalf of my brethren, to offer her thai 
relief that you, with all your sense of justice, have ne- 
glected to bestow. Ever since her father's death, she has 
been supported solely by the bounty of Freemasons.*^ 
Since the groundless strife against our Order has drireii 
us into retirement, we have felt that it would conduce 
mora to her quiet to make our calls at a time when we 
would not be observed Last night a call from a suffer* 
ing widow drew her out at a late hour, and I could not 
refuse to offer my services, though I feared at the time 
that cowans and eaves-droppers were abroad, and that the 
whole affair might be misrepresented. We were digged 
by vile feet^ and spies hare caught up the affair and 
brought it here to prejudice your minds against me. Such 
spies have been active against me, and have done me 
inconceivable harm, but they abide beneath the All-seeing 
Eye, and I await my time. 

^^ Gen. Lowry, for the sake of Amanda, and for your 
sake, I am glad this affair has occurred, for it gives me 
an opportunity to bring our acquaintance to a more rea- 
sonable understanding. I have not been ignorant of your 
growing disinclination toward me, although as long aa you 
treated me widi civility, I could not openly complain of 
it. Kow we will come to plainer terms. As to my 
engagement with your daughter, and the disposition of 
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these presents, they are both beyond your control. 
Ajnanda is of age, and has a Toice in this affair which 
shall be to me an oracle. 

^^Amandap dearast, forget the cruel words that have 
been said to-night, and let ns for a moment stand toward 
each other in the same relationship as formerly. I ain 
rejoiced to be permitted the privilege of addressing yon 
before yonr whole fiunily, and can hardly regret eyen so 
unpleasant an occasion, since it has &vored me so far 
beyond my expectations. You see the situation in which 
I am placed by the villainy of mjeai ; my business thwarted 
by day ; my steps waylaid by night ; my character as- 
sailed by the vilest calumnies through the public press; 
my heart's best affections outraged ; — ^you see what it will 
be to become a Mason's bride I And now, in the pres- 
ence of both your parents, of your brothers, of this vile 
hound who will make public your choice, now I offer yoa 
again this hand, unstained by crime, or to restore you 
your plighted troth. If you can receive me, poor and 
embarrassed as I am, with prospects all darkened before 
me till Gk>d shall give me light ; if you can breast with 
me the storm of anti-masonry while it may last; if you 
can encounter poverty and reproach for the sake of a love, 
honest as human heart ever was, here I am, all unchanged 
by what has passed, and this arm of mine shall be strong 
to battle for you in the fiercest fields of life. Here I am. 
Let the farce of a protracted marriage cease. To-night, 
love, choose for yourself^ and your deoiBioD shall be final 
to you and me." 

A solemn pause ensued. On the part of the parents 
there was a feeling of reproach at the injustice they had 
extended toward one of whom they had once thought so 
highly. The brothers felt nothing but indignation at 
QwStey^B boldness, and regret that his innocence had 
appeared. Since their father's devotedness to anti-ma- 
soniy, they too had taken arms and entered into active 
ooimection with this vile partisanship; and its influence 
yritik them, as with all others, was to blight every feeling 
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of jnBtice that exists in the human breast. As for the 
visitor who had stepped in to witness Geoffirej's dismissal, 
his feelings may be better imagined than described. 

After the short interval of reflection, Amanda spoke, 
and in a low trembling voice observed, *^ that she conld 
do nothing to oppose her parents' wishes ; that her own 
feelings, as she had often assured him and them, were 
unchanged, and the events of the night had but confirmed 
her high estimate of her lover's worth; that she had felt 
confident for a long time that G^offirey was the subject of 
base misrepresentations, principally directed, as she verily 
believed, by the very man who now sat in her presence, 
the bearer of the present scandal, a man for whom she 
felt only contempt." All these things she candidly 
avowed, though with flushing cheeks and faltering speech; 
nevertheless she owed a sacred duty to her parente, and 
to them she must refer him for his answer. 

The young lady ended by falling on her knees at her 
mother's feet, then buiying her face in the breast that had 
nurtured her infancy, she sobbed aloud. A mother's 
heart throbs sympathetically at a love passage in the life 
ci a favorite daughter. Mrs. Lowry said nothing, bat 
mingled her tears with fliose d the distressed girl, and 
the twain turned to Gten. Lowry fo^ his decision. 

It would be uncharitable to say of him that he felt no 
compunctions for his violence, or that the manly, honest 
declarations of Oeoffirey had not touched his heart The 
ordinary revulsion of feeling consequent upon the events 
of the evening, prompted him to be kind, but a eertaiQ 
obstinacy that is so fatal in the old, and forms such a 
hateful drop in the cup of human malice, restrained the 
first gush of his more generous feelings. He was silent 
for an instant, and in that instant the tempter approached 
Macklin, whose calculations had been so nearly over- 
thrown, rose from his seat, hastily approached him, and 
whispering a few words in his ear, left the house. These 
words formed the clue to his reply. 

Commencing with considerable hesitatioii, he admitted 
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ttiat he had been too violent, and hoped Geoffrey wonl^ 
overlook it, in conBideration of his supposed provocation. 
Had the charge been tnie, and he honestly supposed it to 
be BO at the time, the injury to hia daughter would have 
been irreparable, and justified the harshest measurea. 
But now it was satisfactorily explained ; all his former sen- 
timentB of esteem were renewed, and he woxdd gladly re> 
store Mr. Weld to old and intimate friendship, were it not 
for his obBtinate attachment to the institution of Masoniy. 
He took advantage of the occasion to state in a compre- 
hensive manner the prominent objections to that evil 
system, now on its last legs and tottering to ^ecay ;* and 
hoped that Oeoffirey would carefully consider them. They 
were eight in number, and as they have constituted the 
staple of invective in modem times, we will record them, 
though we spare the reader the prolixity with which G^. 
Lowry delivered them. 

The^^ was, that, admitting for the sake of argument, 
such a brotherhood might have been useful in former 
times, the present state of the world does not require it, 
that is, ike nsoesdly qf Freemasarvry hoe ceased. Second^ 
secret associations, in their very nature, are anti-republi- 
can, and consequently dangerous. Thirds the ceremonies 
laid down in Mason's ritual, treat religious subjects irrev- 
erently, therefore the institution is obnoxious to religion. 
Fovrth^ the tendency of masonic meetings has always 
been to festivity and intemperance, consequentiy Masonry 
is immoral. Fifth^ the legislature provides for all real 
objects of charity, and all men are morally bound to be- 
nevolence, therefore, charitable associations like the ma- 
sonic, are superfluous. Sioath^ the exclusion of females 
alone, should condemn the society in this age of light and 

* Writen of ihsl p«riod wj Uiai " the chsraoter, the vaeftilness, and the respect- 
ability of the Older are now gone; its officers sad members would act wiselj to 
bnrj all their tools and implements, and inscribe lAahod upon their oope-stones." 
^'Tou may as well place your hand on the snn, on a summer's morning, as piraTent 
the downfall of the Order." ** Henceforward no two Masons will dare look each 
other in the face." 

Folly of MUea, whose foUy U like that of Iboif? 
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knowledge. Seventh^ if there be a tithe of the adyan- 
tages resulting from Masonry, which its initiates daim, 
thej should throw it open to general participatian. 
Eighth^ Christianity will accomplish all, and £Eur more 
than Masonry proposes, therefore society can spare sudi 
a fraternity.* 

Warmed up by this lucid exhibition of anti-masonry, as 
he had a hundred times drawn it while in his official place 
at the club, Oen. Lowry thus continued : 

*^ Now, Mr. Weld, you have heard a portion of the 
reasons which more me to say that I can never willingly 
resign my daughter's hand to an active Freemason. I 
respect your virtues, I esteem your talent ; your father and 
I pledged inviolable friendship in the hour of peril, and I 
would fidn redeem that pledge and do a kindness to his 
son* I will give you the means of regaining my favor» I 
will do more ; not only shall your marriage be hastenedi 
but I will take care that your business shall be no more 
molested. The daughter of my deceased friend has been 
too much overlooked, and I will charge myself with her 
future support. All these things I will cheerfully do, and 
still more, if you will perform what I desire. Say then, 
Geffrey Weld, son of my deceased friend, betrpthed of 
my only daughter, will you secede from tiie masonic 
Order, and give us your influence to root up the accursed 
system, root and branch}" 

Amanda, who had eagerly awaited her fSskther's propo- 
sals, dropped her eyes, for she knew too well what would 
be the lover's response. 

Geoffi*ey, without an instant's hesitation, replied : 

'^ The Order is one of kingly origin and of heavenly 
aim ; Gk>d has placed it temporarily under a cloud : I will 
not desert it now ! " 

" Then will you openly withdraw from it, and let us an- 
noxmce that you will never visit a masonic Lod^ again, 
or converse masonically with one of its members?" 

* See tlMM pointi leagthily and IbrdUy lUwtnled in Ghudler't VMonli 
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*' I will not withdraw openly or privatelj* ; I will not 
raftiBe to answer the signals of a brother wherever and 
whenever made t " 

^^ Will y<m inf(»in me whether or not the expositions of 
tlua book are correct" — ^taking down the copy of ^^ Jachin 
and Boaz" before referred to, and turning to its statement 
of masonic obligations Bo/iUtifftdly recorded there — ^^ are 
they true or are they fiAlse ? " 

^' The question will never be answered. If true, the 
author is by his own confession, a perjured man, and as 
such, unworthy of credence ; if fidse, let the lie be upon his 
own head. You have frequently asked me this question 
before. My lips are sealed, and that you very well 
know." 

*'One more inquiry, then, Qeoffirey Weld, and know 
that upon your reply depends the character of our future 
connection. You have reftised to accede to my reason- 
able requests, yet a last opening will be left for you, de- 
spite of your obstinacy, and then I am done, llie com- 
ing election is one of immense interest to every well- 
thinking man. The prime question will be definitely 
settled, shall bands of men oi^ganioe in midnight darkness 
to plot their conspiracies against order and government. 
Will you pledge yourself to sta/nd cUoqf from all party 
connection, be totally inactive in the coming election, and 
do nothing by word or sign to weaken our hands } " 

All eyes were now turned upon Geffrey, for all felt 
L that tliis was the crowning point in the night's adventure. 

' The old man retired to a remote part of the room and sat 

down. Well might the young brother hesitate ere he 
turned his own destiny, irrevocably. There was much to 
win hfe assent to this proposition, so ingeniously and 
temptingly stated. He had never been a partisan, for 
politics as a system, he abhorred. It would therefore be 
no compromise of principle for him to remain neutral; 
many g man who had ^filled the JScut in distinguished 
places, had done as much as that without reproach. Here 
too was offered the hand of one whom he tenderly loved 
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suspended npon his reply, and the restoration to her 
father's &vor, and his probable success in after life. 
These were motives to the warm nature of youth that r& 
quired great power to resist them. 

For a little time the scale of thought was equipoised, and 
the paleness of his countenance, scrutinized by many 
anxious eyes, indicated the working of his thoughts as the 
present, the past, and the future, were successfully held 
up to view. But again the rich red mounted to his for&> 
head, and higher and nobler views began to rise before 
him. The masonic Order, whose dignity of origin and 
nobleness of aim had so long been his song, was truly 
tottering V> its base under the combined attacks of its ene* 
mies ; how could he, the son, the grandson, the scion of a 
masonic ancestry, — ^how could he keep silence t How 
should he ever after dare raise his head among the wise 
and good, who lacked courage to speak a word for the 
right, when right was overborne by wrong. It could not 
be. The shades of his ancestors forbade it. Sweet mem- 
ories of the past forbade it. Honor and fidelity forbade 
it; and all temptations vanished from his mind, even the 
form of his beloved &ded before the effulgent light that for 
the instant enraptured his soul, nDELnr to the obdeb. 

He arose now, for the contest was ended. Instinctively, 
as if they had an intimation of his resolve, all arose at 
the same instant. With the dignity of a vruin resoboed^ 
and in brief words, " You have had my reply," and he 
advanced to Amanda, took her hand with a mournful 
look of farewell, and thus departed. The great act of his 
life's drama was ended. Well for all of us could we thus 
resolutely abide God's time, and do the riglU. 

The next issue of the party sheet related the whole 
affitir, with such exaggerations as tended to cast ridicule 
upon Geoffiey. It said, ^^the engagement of a certain 
whilom distinguished lawyer in ^is vicinity had been 
broken up ; and said broken limb bids fair to be of trouble 
to its friends, as business fast follows charactw, and both 
wiU shortly be among the miesing.'* Party hacks else> 
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where took up the cry ; the world* laughed at the witticism; 
even the little boys in the street, who had heard the tale, 
passed it from hand to hand, and more than once annoyed 
G^firey as he passed by, singing some doggerel Yerses 
malicionsly composed in relation to the circumstance. 

GteoHrej now deemed the cup of his afQiction full. Nor 
did he refuse to drink it, bitter though it was ; but with a 
moral heroism, not nnfirequently imitated in those days 
that tried mM?s 90uU^ he went manfully on his. way, his 
heart uncrushed, his brow firm, and calmly bade defi« 
anoe to scorn and contumely from traitors high or low. 
The cup was now to lejSUd^ The debt to which we have 
alluded, fell into the hands of his staunch pursuers, and 
was pressed upon him without one hour's delay. Bj 
mortgaging his library and other personal effects, and a 
forced sale of his property, he was just enabled to satisfy 
this claim, when sereral others, indiyidually small, but in 
the aggregate caused trouble, and which had been bought 
in for this purpose, were presented for immediate pay* 
ment. The cruel scheme succeeded. His means were 
exhausted. A writ of attachment was at once procured, 
and before the brethren could even know of his distress, 
the walls of a debtor's prison held the body of him whose 
fidelity to the Order had marked him out as a prominent 
object of persecution. 
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•*I havM bMi ro«BC, and now I an old, yot havo I aavar loao tlia rlglAooM fenakoM, »» 

hit Mod bofcinc bnad."— Jlaoik 19. 
•* Tbo dart of roar rianghtar and of joar ditponioas ara aMoatpUibad.'*— Badk M. 

Nbveb was that diabolical engine, imprisonment for 
debt, more unjustly applied thfui in the case of QeoSt&j 
Weld. The law offered no means of escape save the pa}*- 
ment of the debt, not even an oath of bankruptcy ; the 
prison key was in effect held by. the creditor, and whei^ 
as in the present instance, that creditor had sou^t the 
station, actuated solely by malicious views, a protracted 
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iBcarceration was the <mly aspect. QeoSrey knew all 
this, and he felt his heart sink within him as the hinges 
grated in the rear, and he took his way through that dis- 
mal aisle, so often trodden by him on errands of mercy 
or of business, and extended his wearied limbs on the 
debtor's bed. 

Blighted hopes, uncertainties for the future, the loss of 
property and character, the distress of his Mends, — all 
these thoughts, and the myriads that throng the mind 
with painful images in its hours of depression, weighed 
down his spirits; and could Macklin, and the anti-ma- 
sonic band, who rejoiced, demon-like, at his downfall, 
have seen him as he lay in that darkened room, with his 
hands rigidly clasped above his burning fordiead, or 
pressed upon his heaving breast, they had been more 
than human or they would have relentcMl. 

And it was not so much the number or weight of these 
trials ; they could have been borne ; yea, they have been 
borne by many a brave heart, and cast off at a convehient 
time like dewndrops from the lion's mane, if only a state 
of custion had been allowed him. Oould he but breathe 
the fresh air, and put his various talents into exercise; or 
could he apply those muscular limbs, lithe and hale with 
a temperate life, all the past might be forgotten, and going 
forth to some distant land, where the cry of his enemies 
could never reach him, he could conunence a new career 
and carve out a name and fortune among the highest. 

But here in this debtors' prison; with this narrow 
cell; with no associates but his own gloomy thoughts; 
. here, with nothing to read, nothing to do, nothing to thdnk^ 
would not his mind turn in upon itself in his despair, and 
move him to some personal violence, or be thrown from 
its balance in a fierce straggle for resignation! 

Already he imagined he could realize the incipient 
horrors that possessed the soul of that unfortunate wretch 
who, on the edge of insanity and under the pressure of 
calamity, had committed suicide in this very prison; yes, 
now he came to think of it, in this very roam! He had 
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attended the inquest as a juror; and he well remembered 
how a hideous pool of blood had filled that hole by the 
window^ and dared he examine the spot now, he should 
doubtless see the stain. 

Shuddering, he turned his head to the wall, and a new 
train of ideas swept over him. One of his former clients 
who had committed murder, and whose trial had been for 
a long time protracted, so that public sentiment might be 
calmed concerning it, had occupied a cell in this prison. 
And lying here month after montib, he had become der- 
anged, a madman, mouthing and foaming, seeing sights 
and hearing sounds not of Ons earth. 

Closing his eyes forcibly lest he should see something 
that would chill his blood, Geoffiey became sensible fliat 
an unusual heat was upon his &ce. Soon afterward, a 
burning thirst oppressed him, and after a while his mind 
wandered in the regions of delirium. Visions, but not 
of horror, he beheld ; visions of well-known and well-be- 
loved objects; emblems of architecture; symbols that 
spoke volumes; men robed in innocent white; proces- 
sioiis of such. Where was he? Who gave that signal 
of authority? had not his own voice declared the Lodge 
dosed? was not the charter rendered up? who dared thus 

in his absenoe to open it? * ♦ ♦ • 

• « « « » • » 

Days and weeks rolled by, and Oeoffi^y lay still over< 
whelmed in the toils of brain fever. But there was no 
kind hand to wipe die damps from his stone-cold forehead, 
for not one of all the brethren who so gladly would have 
crowded to his relief, knew where he was. No confiden- 
tial ear gathered in ihe mysterious words he uttered; for 
the jailer and his assistant, and the prison doctor, all Hiree 
heavily bribed to keep his imprisonment secret, performed 
the duties of absolute necessity around him daily, and 
then dosed the iron door against all intrusion. Sickness 
within, soon perhaps, to tenninate in ^eath ; all among his 
friends without was consternation. No person had seen 
him conveyed to the jail ; he had had no time t<> leave a 
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mossage, written or yerbal ; 'his illnees followed doselj 
upon his imprisonment, and no tidings had been famished 
them by the renal jailer. The anti-masonic pa]per an- 
nounced his disappearance in such ambiguous terms as 
to lead the public mind to suppose he had absconded to 
avoid his creditors. For humanity's sake we will sup- 
pose its editor was really as ignorant as he appeared. 

The Masons of the place, while they loudly protested 
their belief in his innocence, in secret mourned doubt- 
fully. They dispatched messengers to all the surround- 
ing towns to make inquiries, examined the books of the 
hotels and steamboats, and left no means unemployed for 
his discoveiy ; but all in rain ; and after mu^ time and 
money were thus expended, they dropped the search, and 
regarded the loss of their late Blaster and brother as in- 
scrutably mysterious. 

Eut there was one, who, having remained still while 
others were active, aroused herself to energy when others 
ceased, lliis was Mary Bellingham, of whose charactiw 
and disposition we have thus far said little; but who 
being awakened into new being by the danger of her 
friend, is now to appear in her true character. There are 
some females who, to a delicate form add such a mascu- 
line mind in the hour of difficulty, that we can almost 
find it in our hearts to regret their exclusion from the 
masonic order; of this sort was Maiy. From the hour 
when Geoffirey had notified her that she had been for 
many years the child of the Lodge, an elemosynary upon 
its treasury, she had resolved within herself to remain no 
longer a burden to the craft. 

Her first operations were secret, for she shrank from a 
public display of her plan until its fruits might appear. 
Among the varied feminine accomplishments that made 
up her education, she was remarkable for her proficiency 
in painting, an acquisition heretofore displayed in the 
albums and center-books of her friends, but now to be 
devoted to the more noble and glorious purpose of re- 
deeming her protector. This she decided upon for trial, 
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and locking herself in tlie retirement of her own rooii , 
the resolute girl set herself to the task of painting a 
Botanic series of one hundred objects. By incessant ap* 
plication, denying herself to her most intimate acquain- 
tances, and taking no exercise save an occasional stroll 
to the fields and woods for specimens, she was able in a 
few months to complete the set, and forwarded them at 
once to a friend in Philadelphia, for sale. The answer 
was expected on the very day that Geoffrey so inexplic- 
ably disappeared. 

In common with his other friends, Mary indignantly 
repelled the charge that he had absconded, and accounted 
for his absence in many other ways. She felt assured that 
some accident had befallen him, and she so expressed 
herself. By dint of importunity, she forced the editor to 
publish a half-way retraction of his first notice, and in- 
serted a card over her own hand, to the effect that Mr. 
Weld had left a considerable sum of money in her hands 
above the amount of masonic donations, and therefore no 
such calumny would stand ; furthermore, she propolsed to 
pay all legal claims that might be presented against him. 
So soon as the general mind had ceased to be agitated on 
the subject, and those who were sent out had returned 
from the north and the south, the east and the west, with- 
out tidings of the lost brother, her heart, still hopefal and 
elastic, she resolved to take up the search in person. She 
would unravel the mystery or die in the attempt. He 
should be found, or his body raised to light ; or at least 
his name should be cleared of the foul charges, or Col- 
mar should know her society no more. 

The answer to her proposition for the sale of her pic- 
tures was highly encouraging. It was accompanied with 
a flattering letter of approval from one of the first artists 
of the city, and a remittance of two hundred dollars, to- 
gether with an offer to purchase all she could execute, at 
the same rate. This put her in good funds, and what 
was still better, m good hearty and she could now com- 
mence her efforts to the best advantage. 
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Tier mind had been early drawn to the conclnfiion, 
either that he had been mnrdered or taken serionsly ill ; 
and acting upon these suppositionB, she visited the various 
jQurm-honses and villages in the vicinity, and made carefhl 
inqniiy and rigid search both in person and through 
agents hired to assist her. A few weeks at this exhausted 
her means, but not her hopes; so returning to Oolmar, 
she went to work to recruit her finances as before. The 
task had gone prosperously on, and she was looking for* 
ward to its speedy completion, when a happy incident 
spared her further search and led to an unexpected de- 
nouement. 

Walking one evening, near twilight, in search of certain 
flowers that grew near the jail, she was startled by a voice 
from one of the windows that seemed fEimiliar. She 
stopped and listened eagerly, then changed her position, 
throwing back her bonnet and exerting herself to catch 
the sound again, but in vain *,. all was still. It could not 
be a fancy, so approaching the jail door, she asked who 
was confined in that ward. The keeper, though he put on 
an air of indifference and boldly denied that the cell was 
occupied at all, could not avoid a something in his manner 
that satisfied Mary there was something to be concealed. 
She therefore returned the next morning with a female 
friend, and passed as a mere visitor around to the differ- 
ent apartments, looking in at every cell, as her custom 
was, giving a trifling donation to many and a kind word 
to all. The most rigid scrutiny, however, failed in bring- 
ing any facts to light that concerned the welfare of him 
in whose fate she was interested, and she was about turn- 
ing off with the belief that the keeper's asseverations were 
true, when from a cell situated in a remote comer of the 
jail there came a plaintive sound that thrilled her heart. 
It was as if a sick person were complaining to himself in 
a low voice, and though it was almost inaudible, it could 
not be mistaken. This was instantaneous proof to Mary 
that some vile deception had been practiced upon her, yet 
she had self-possession to pass on as if she had not heard 
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it, and to retam home with her companion, who 
tirelj uninformed as to the original motive of her visit. 

Arrived at her room, she dispatched hastj notes to sev 
eral of those who had been most active in the search iat 
Geoffirej, and implored them to call npon her within the 
honr. She also, as a matter of precaution, placed one of 
£er late agents near the door of the jail, to see that no 
person shonld be earned out without her knowledge; for 
from the course that had been taken with G^offirey, she 
eould not know what steps might be pursued if the object 
of her late visit were suspected. 

The brethren delayed not for an instant in obeying her 
summons, aldiough with great surprise, which was still 
further increased, when she told them what efforts she had 
made to discover the fate of their brother, and what strange 
developments had come to light through her exertion^ 
that morning. The party at once proceeded to the jail, 
and opposed the keeper's continued denial with so bold 
a front that he was compelled to acknowledge what was 
now so plainly brought to his view. But when all together 
proceeded to the debtor's ward, and the cell door was 
opened which exposed the unfortunate prisoner, emaciated 
by disease and want, and squalid for lack of due attention, 
every heart was shocked. Poor Mary could not bear the 
view ; as he turned upon his miserable couch and cast a 
languid look upon them, moaning in that touching tone 
which betokens ^^ a strong man in his agony," she fainted 
and was borne from the apartment. The strong heart that 
had sustained her amidst the toil and fatigue of her pro- 
tracted dBPorts, was feminine now and gave way. 

But the occasion permitted no delay on the part of the 
brotherhood. Summonses, were at once forwarded to all 
the crafi: in the vicinity, and ere midnight a sufficient sum 
was raised, not only to release the unfortunate brother 
from confinement, but to pay every existing claim against 
him, and to secure him from want for several months in 
advance; two enthusiastic craftsmen mortgaging their 
litUe patrimonies to effect the object. 
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Thk devotion in good 900th was not udspkidBd or 
eeaeavy. Oeo&ey was but a wreek. Body and miadt aliktt 
were proBtrated. The brilliant powers which had exited 
the admiration of the leaders of the Circuit ; the indomit* 
able enei^gy; the inexhaustible plaj of wit and repartee { 
the ready stores of learning aeqnired in yesrs of leadiDf 
and study, seemed departed ^irever. It was eevend 
mondm befcfe. he arose froos his bed, althongh medical 
skill the most eminent, and friendly attention Ae most de- 
voted, were bestowed upon him without stint ; and wjheii 
with slow step and pale fiiee he walked out beneath the suui 
it was observed that . the jet blaok hair wMcb formmtly 

die wrongs of his fellow meni 

Hie friends of the ruined yoxmg lawyer institated suitst 
both civil and crimiaal^ i^fainst all parties ecmcemed in 
these inhuman {>roceedings, creditor, jailer, and physioiaiu 
Evidenee of this eoUueion in guilt was produced suffiftent 
in times of reason's rei^ to have cbnvicted them of a hi|^ 
nusdetneanor; but juxiea were under preju£ce; the judge's 
charge was lidcewann and ungenerous, to say the least of 
it;* poKlioal bias swayed all minds, and so drowned the 
voice of justice, that in the criminAl cases, though the 
gnmi jury readily found a trae bill, the verdict was ^^no^ 
guilty;" in the civil suits judgment was rendered ^^one 
dolbir damages and eosts.^ The time of reason and }m- 
tioe had not yet come. 

All through this period the war of exteiitnination r^ged*. 
Battalion after battalion whesled into line, through the 
length and the breadth of the land. Parties meiged 
nanes and oiganisatiaDS into one, and styled it the of^ 
moBomc. Masonic Xiodgss, by scores and handreds, went 
down before the tonrent^ and were swept awajr; in tbs 
Stale of Ifew York alone, upwaid of fo^r huudred 
Lodges, or two-thirds the entire, strength of the crafk^ 

* We an jn^utd, to liear the Twiwiiiiiig nMpibeis of that 4«ftuiet J^rtf doay 
iblil,fliidat«e^piiIfypiep«fadto jraf8 iti tftrtlu Tmi^ aid ff tlMy lAU Uiln,* 
aMeiart kiif tirtiriilliiMtaMi'lliwiti lii>lnti>*#w#tfiti#l»#WMilfl»r 
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bfetaie ezliBet. PretBes lieil, onton Ibamed at tbe moiith 
and Toftred like lions or hissed like serpents, as strengdi 
er canning prevailed. Pot-honse politicians gnashed their 
teeth as honest men passed by, and swcnre thdr overthiow. 
Wonld-be literati wrote imposing books with a range of 
titles firom ^^Letten on Mascmij,'' dedioated to stnne dia- 
tlngnished man, to ^^Destruction to Hascnuy,'* dedicated 
to nobody at all. Still the men of peace hdd silence, or 
widspered ^^Hasoniy 1»des her tune« dear ftinds, and 
God reigns yet." 

Heie will be the best j^aoe we shall find to insert a 
iwsark that we cannot well omit in this tale, aUhoni^ we 
fropose to amplify it in a snbseqnent Tolnme of the series. 
It will be a matter of surprise to some, and of indignatioQ 
to a few, that this ancient Order of Freemasons having 
strength and ability of her own, did not strike iacL 
What was there in all the malice of an Adams, a Btone, 
a Grainger, a Memck, or a Seward, that eoald overthrow 
the stractaie sustained l^ a Ginton, a Chandler, a DaBas, 
a La&yette, a Jackson tMng^ or a Vaahington, a Frank- 
lin, and a myriad of such, <2mm2/ The answer lies in those 
principles, overlooked by all who have attempted to write 
the histoiy of those eventful times, that ^^the servant of 
God mnst not strive," and ^I say nnto yon that yon resist 
not evil." The moment Freemasonry shonld take the 
sword and spear, and oppose the toirent of her fiies per- 
seenting her, that moment she wonld cease to be Fresna- 
sonxy. In all history, written or nnwritten, in all ezper* 
ience recorded or unrecorded, no example is given of 
Masons, <M Jfos^n^, torning npon their oppressors* These* 
fore, in the gloomy times in which onr tale nms, tiiers 
eonld be no snch thing as a MMomofmrtyy and when the 
eneo^ who hoped to bnild themselves a par^ on her 
ndns, besieged her dty, the brothers jM to ik$ mommhm 
and left all things to her foes. 

Mary Bellingham had devoted herself with nntixi]^ 
assidnitgr to the care of her sick friend. The first dawn* 
iiyp of reeoversdintsUeet had revealed to him his partegr 
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watdor, rmdj by nigfat or day, to attend }dB tmalleft 
wisheii nerer fiitigned, nerer oat of patience, nerer with* 
est a bopefbl word of reooreiy, though the bloom of bar 
obeelm had departed, and ber bright eye bad become Ian 
gnid with tbe exertion. And wben be bad gained soA* 
dent Btrengtb to sit part of tbe day in bie cbair, sbe waa 
ever at bit ride, reading from ber ISiTorite autbort, or 
rfnging tome apbited air, or creating witb the magic of 
ber penail, fidiy Ibrms that eren now glow from flie walla 
of the flneet pailon of Philadelphia, priied as their flrat 
adommentB since tbe bistoiy of their prodnctlon has be- 
aoma known. 

. Than, with Ibe tme heart of woman, she kindled up bis 
soul with words of the fbtnre, showing him that ikom 
time's records bow no combinations of bad men bad ever 
stood only so long as it bad pleased Ood to try tbe frith 
of bis people; bow ^^tbe men of Belial^' gaye present eri* 
dance, in thdr own backbitings and danderons charges 
against each other, that tbe tower tbey were erecting, 
wonld be nnftniahed at the '^conftision of tongoes,^ even 
now at hand; and how God had plainly reserred him, 
GtooiBrey , for some inscrutable purpose whidt would enable 
bim to triumph yet orer bis opposezs. And Geoffrey 
listened with moistened eye as his gratefid heart acknowl- 
edged tbe reasonableness of tbe atgnments and ^ warmth 
of tbe encouragement sbe afforded binu 

Matters thus continued, until bis bodily strength enabled 
Urn to look forward to some reputable business that should 
place it in bis power, not only to maintain himself, but 
also to return the large and geDarous donations Aat hia 
brethren bad bestowed upon bim. In this be bad the true 
sjririt of a brother; ibrtber pioTed by the iSMSt, that wben 
the Grand Lodge of the State, bearing of bis misforione 
and iia origin, forwarded to him a handsome donation, 
be grateftdly returned it, accepting only tbe large mea» 
sure ^ eondolenee and ^ympall^ that had accompa- 
nied It 

ft was not long uBtQ be fnmd employment suited to 
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Us ip$KtUOj iMtored ttraagtli, and Hbe close «f tbe yan^ 
a jBir tfa«k had (^ned with pfospeots brilMant sb tk« 
flaituiier't 01m m June, witoened Iub BetAeraeot in a ooutt- 
tgf loeatim, at the head of a adbool, gnppovted mainlj hf 
amwllfaf Freemaeoki ivho had detamiiied ihat Oeoftej 
ebonld looafte near him. 

But Geoffirej did noi Imire ikSauur as a nogle man. 
Our 6ir readexs hsLja qmio antioipatod this past of car 
lala» and hav« abeady leanied tibat the devoted attentfCMie 
of llitfe BeUingham, Afon^ ao trying a peiiod^ needed 
np se^ff of beanfy or talentB to win a heaart mbiA^ lika 
Geoffiiey'B, was peculiarly susceptible to emotiona of gMi6* 
tade; and when with the flattering Tolee of a trae4iearted 
kiv«r, he ofEeaed bar a aharo in his ill-health and broken 
ftrtvnesy the lovely woman made no hesitatkm to aay, 
^^tfaine, and thine fi^reYer,*' Aaid they were married the 
evening before their departare tx> tiieir new home. It is 
troa that they required no marriage setdements; and no 
long line of eongratolalBig frimda followed thmn ; yet m 
they joined their hands for a life-l(mg grip, there were a 
fow companions, kindred by mystic ties, united to them 
by the mamoij of triak past, who, with glad Yoiees, bade 
them be happy, and followed np the d^gjnnan's ben^ 
diction with a heaity ^-so mote it be.'' 

Tears mlled by, and bnmgbt them prosperify, iimng 
thdr hearts with an accnmnlation of love, increasing their 
fomfly cirde with finr sons and danghtere, and daily 
bringing them nigher la heaven. Sncoese attended Qtio^ 
fray in his new vocation, for it wae found &at the taleirts 
wUch were ao prominent at the bar, were peculiarly adap- 
ted to the instnidion of youth, and how could he fidl ii 
snecess with such assistance and companionship aa MaiT's. 
Ihe ap|dause of his patrons was a oontinued stimulus to 
his advancement. He removed suoeessively from place 
to place, each removal a degree in the ascending scale, 
until at last he found lAnself in the hi^Mst rank of pn^ 
fessional instruction that the country afforded. The ks* 
sons of order and system, of tampentnoe and fortllnde, 
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md pradenoe and jnttiee, which h^ had early dnnm from 
flie Ibmitain of F^eemaaoiury, pioved practical in thaicfaool- 
rooM; nof ooudd anj hara dreaaied, irlio eaw Mr. Wald, 
day after day, witk gentle smile and p«lSeiit nuuuwr, 
pacing tilie balls ^ iDtlniction, tfcat tkeie wae the maa 
wkoae fldelity to Ae Order had drsim np<m hia head aoek 
an nnpnaoede&ted wei^ of peneoilion. Only ihe ^r^ 
kmt9 remained aa evMeaoe of the Ism torrent of the 
peat. 

^d alin dM war of aattmaadniy raged on, tet Ihe bafe- 
He wae^ veoedfaig, and ita fearfbl din beoomiing weakeri 
ne If cBCow of its aim had been gaiaed by wading 
(fetfoni^ riyefa of bldod, and Jftmng a way with dafis, 
iNit ie had bem Immed hf iU patnotie d^$mi$r$y and 
only the rained walla remained aa a trophy of vietory. 
Then the retreat eommenoed. Cheek after cheek waa 
received by the bold bneeaneera; on the Borodino; at 
Leipeic; at the Bhine; nnder the veay waihr of Faria. 
The war was yet sustained, fcr its sQpportera had hmmsd 
ik$ 9kip$ hehlnS ih$m^ and snrender was vaki; bal the 
toothkse lion was fast becoming an object of eontam^t 
Ike presidential election closed in disaster to all who had 
amiyed themeelves nnder the biaek flag of anti-maaottj. 
Its diief, who had coadescended, fi>i*getftil of hia ancestiy, 
of Ms Ibrmer fhme, of his acknowledged and nneqnaled 
talents^ aliTe only to eenthnents of Tulgsr hatred and r^ 
venge, to come down from the grade of a great mind, and 
attack the Order with the vilest weopona, was left by tka 
people to lie among the rubbish of a disgraced party: and 
Ibere he remained for years, abating in that vidgar way, 
witti those low weapons, the institntioii which had never 
banned him nor his, nor one of hmnan kind.* 

A better day, a day of delibention, ci impartiality, of 
retribntive jnstice, now opened upon the coontry, and all 



« SanllBMiili of ertMte iw • gTMl wM^thoogk » powwfbl halti^ iMd «tt* 
add, and we do it with grwit cheerfiilnen, that long ere death mote the gnat 
■laa eren in the eapltol of hit eoontry, he eeawd the eauial— wtt wUoh ee kns 



p•f(iel^ MTfQ ''die Telenms of the old gnaid,'' haikd k 
with d«ligfat. Weapons of aflSoiifle or d«feiiM wwe alib 
OMt aside, and old friendriiipa were renewed. Oampe 
were stroek, Lodge fires lit, ''the<4d Oluarte 
ep tke depofiili so t§i&Mlj eonosaled ikere, and men 
began to appear in tbe wildemeas ''widi a leatliuiii girdle 
eboet their loins,'' and with words of peaee issuing from 
tlieirlips. By oommon omsent the em» of the eimpaiga 
weie bnried in oblivion; and there are many wfaosnffiwed 
throng^ that waiflure^ as tiwir fiithers sndbred fion British 
opprsssion, who, nevsrtheless, in a tme spirit of meeknssSi 
will look upon this reoall of fbigotten things by oar fiddi- 
M pen, as a Tirtnal raptors cf the trme. Kew and 
noUer issnes, national issues, worid-wide prinmplss wo^ 
Ikj of man^ strife, were farcnig^t out, and parties ain^ed 
themselves on broadly marked distinetiiwis, some <tf whieh 
have eontinned to afford a generous field of pditieal dif- 
fcrences even to this d^r. 

Yet the past mnst not altogether be f oigottsn. It shall 
not be. There shall be one seeker among its dnsfy tomeS| 
and one pen at least shall tniee its inetmctiTe lessons, not 
tor the nnmasonic purpose of ^^hift Tpi w hatreds bnxied, 
and dislikes long foigottn ; not to imbitter hearts that fiar 
twenty years have dnmk lofing^y ont of the same onp, bet 
to give this golden troth to the OiafkHnen, as the resell 
ef all proeperity and all afflietioo, ^'that God is with Oe 
lil^t, and right is with the Masons while they work in 
their science aeoording to its anoient and admitted prin- 
eiplesi'' So mois n bb* Subordinate to this is oor de* 
sire to famish the brotheriiood with a testimMy of the 
fcithfalness of their fiUhem; to awaken their sympathy 
for sufferings endured, their oongnatolntions for triumphs 
won through patienoe ; and to place in their hands a light 
fer dark times haply yet to come. 

But shall the record end here, and Geofiuy Weld, wliose 
histoiy we have traced through adversitj, be no finther 
rewarded than to place him At the head of a suooessfhl 
school^ won by his merit, and sustai n ed by hie p em ep sr- 



■sMt Jtisfeioe to the nader, and a fur offinmg to jiisii^ 
both demand Bonething fbriher dian thk. T^e, these la 
a eaqad, a oondniion, on vhich we aball love to medi- 
tate; and can wb but relate it with the apirit with which 
it waa omiTeyed to ae, wa shall arise from oar task wilh 
eanaatloDa of delight. 

The year A. L. 6898 waa emphaticallj an era in Fkaa- 
sasemy. The month of Jnne is a month of anniTenariea 
amoi^t as, and theae is no hoar from the instant the son 
asarka ten on the diala of eastern Maine to tha period of 
his setting on the White Hills of New Hampshire to 
stand apon the meridian of Texas, but what he wi tne sses 
some white-robed proeessions issuing from masonio halhu 
It waa an era, and an anniTarsarj in Oohnar. Gtaatlj 
ehanged is tiiat little town sinoe the opening of oar 
ladL A railroad has pierced its Taiy oentar; manafii^ 
tories of iKm and steel, cotton and woolen^ line the banks 
of its fidr river ; its popolation has inereased flre-idd. 

And it was npon that railroad, on the twenty^seeond 
day of that Jane, and in that remembered year, that 
there came a train of cars laden with men and wonoien 
whose talk waa all about the inetdents we have recorded 
in Ois sketch. Amidst Oe roaring of the trab aai 
Ae ringing of the beDs, and the impatient snorting of 
the iron hoiae, as he bo^mded through the hills and over 
the ndleys of PennsylTania, yon ooold hear w(»rds con- 
cerning GeoAey Wdd and his imprisonment, the loss 
of his professioD, and property, and proepeots, and be- 
troAed bride, and character, and liberty; his shameM 
mcarceration in the town jail, lliese topics were inter- 
esting, as yon cooM see by the flashed fiMcs of men 
and the tears of the lUr. 

lliere were important personages too in that train. A 
Grand Master was there; the same who, in another 
capacity had written with flowing eyes, the letter of 
ccmdolence and sympathy sent to Oec^Srey by order of 
the Grand Lodge. Gray-haired Masons were there ; men 
who had sat with Washington . both in, military and 
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Jooftiad Lodges; mm who lemembend QeoAey^ wroiigi 
from the time tiiey were inflicted. And one was tkei^ 
a Tery old man, — ^he viCfML come once nore with th* 
ICaienfl, and how could thegr refose hia^a vetanm of 
aiaely-eeven sommen, who eaid^ faat in bo low a tone 
that only one dear lady, the one who bent oror himaa 
loTiagly, could hear il, that '^when brother Weld lieaa 
WonfaipM Master of the Oolmar Lodge, it was he that 
erijgiaftted die Msolation to giro bin, tha starviag TVfc- 
ivaB, an aannal donation wUch kept hiai, a aokUer of 
ike Bevolntien, one of Washington's body-gnardsi freos 
pawshing v&tQ. Oongresa passed the Fensioa Act Aat 
jiiliaved him." 

Bat now the care stopped at the depol^ and the passen- 
gen betook themselves, the ladies to the hotds, the getip 
ttemen \s> a certain lof^ Hall, with acchitectval beaotiss 
weU dereloped, which stood not fsir offi^ embellished with 
a banner, the gift, as the motto expressed it, "of ICasona' 
wiTsa and Masons' daughters*" 

In that Hall, in the i^pper apartment thereof, t7led as 
elMsly as the Meads of Peter were tyled the night of liis 
lanprisonnMat,* wece congregated several hundreds <»f 
biethren from the Lodges in the vicmity. Onr pen refnses 
to advance to recovd their sayings and doings while thus 
assembled. But there is one who fills the most ooQq>ic»- 
ons place in that HaU^ and forms the e^oswse <^ all eyes. 
Of him we will write, for he is altogether worthy of our 
notice^ and onr pen, recognising the man, most wiUin^y 
proceeds. Yet at first view vi» shall acarcely possess the 
instinct to recognize him. Ten years wash deep duua- 
liels in the face of aman. His voice soonds strangely to 
ns, and there is nothing familiar in his gestores, but he 
huidles tiie emblem of his aathority 9a a £smiUar thing; 
and when he nncovers his head to acknowledge the en- 
trance of his distingoished gneat, ih6 looks premak^relf 
fftay come to onr sight, and we invcduntarily whisper 
tnihet Weld. 



Yea» it ie Qeeftey, ftnd the Mwrnblyy 4irti»gnifth»d mi 
fnH frmi all qvartersyk ia«t in hiB hencr. It ia Geaffire^, 
«iid it i» good for uft to contemplate hua. It ig not-eaqr 
tot m to eottfarehiiid that look of Ida, ^iimom<jfa>0mS0 
m^aUiart At tke boaae of otte of hia frieiMU of oI4a« 
tiiMd, ^wett4riedy trae and trasfy^^ he baa loft Ma^^aad 
^he latt>ws what lediziga niU pervade bev teaast wfa«n abe 
aeeatbis noble baadiifao>h»raoOKiB out to^ybimfOBpeat. 
Happy obUdranaaa mth baiv wbo, aa be paaaaa by, Yntk 
poiaa to him and oall kim fttbar^ and wiah thai they too 
oonld be MasonB I He looks forward, and an apfnovu^ 
laonsoianee oflbra hua, years of wall deaaivod hafyinaaii in 
atoro. ffis name will be homovad ^^ ia the gate,'' and ^tbe 
aged will arise and atend up in Ida |npe8eB0B." Hia bis- 
tacy, abeadj * fimaaliair woid in the jaionth of bia bitiibrai, 
will baaome * staadaid of compadson, nor will thiqr 
withhold any tokens of tbdr gratitnde whioh they may 
knoraUy affisr or ba aee^ '^FidaUity to Ae Qidar^" 
4hoiigb il baa led 1dm throigh the Ta]% of adUclkm^haa 
taiwagkt him to tiie aaonntaina of deiighL 

Enrthte maditatioBa arenofe permi^6dYft>saow tbatylad 
leeesa is inng widely open, aad the pM)QaiBaiott daaeandi aad 
oommenooB to wind, dolvtk tbai^arowdad .atoaet, cK0?wdad 
with smiling citizens, but formerly so riotons with the noise 
of anti-masonry. Many A.p1aaasnt look greets them, for they 
are men well-known now in Oolmar, and many a cheerfol 
word from either sjde hajla them. Ap4 ^^y P&^s slowly, 
for the brass band is playing a plaintive air of Pleyel's, 
snd tiie Sword-beaiea^ BteMsaa^ Wasdwa^ and- all oame 
ott, eadi- eoopla- ia ita pkee; hat when the aear of- tiie 
ipvooessiaii agpprsaohea and die aitiaana view the tall, mdi 
ancboly. man. who. baare tba emUem of anHiorit^ in Ua 
band, tfaena. laailanQa aqd a f^anaral eiowdiag -to get-'a 
yiew of him. All of them pay dn». aaspeet^ bowwirerv to 
that downcast look of his, for all Oolmar know its cause. 

And as for Geoffirey, memory is active within him, 
aroused by fiEimiliar faces and well-known things; and 
when on one side he beholds his ancient enemy, Macklin, 
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now the hMp«r of a fflth j gropehop, and amoogrt Ui 
Boifiett coafeomevB tfie yomig Lowiya, Ibnoerly his bitter 
fcei; when he puflioo tiie old printing office, now a Tem- 
perance pre88| and obeerres tiie orphan ehfldien of hit 
eailieat lore, Amandai dirty and abandoned to the loweak 
ftreet aaaociationi; when the court hooae, and the beard- 
ing hoiiae, and the JmU^ aiioceaiiteiy heaTc in tii^ti in 
tiiia, hia fint Tiait to Oolmar fiir ten long yean; can we 
wonder that the loc^ eontiniied to be downcaati or liiat 
large taaxt filled hia ejea and mciitened the doat at 
UaflMt 

The orator began to apeak. SBa theme for the day waa 
^Fidelity to the Graft, or the fint point of Maaomy." 
And when the impaaaioQed apeaker, at the aonunit of an 
vneqnaled peroration, atrogjo^ing in hia mind for the moat 
fitting example to drire home hia condnsfam to the hearti 
ef hia heaien, when he pointed with andden geitom to 
where tiie happ j man aat, anrroimded bj wile and duld- 
ren, hia fiMse flowing up with all tiie excitement of hia 
poaition, and when the qmcfc g^ee of the mnltitade 
caught in tiie flill idea, and acknowledged with electric 
tnth its appropriataneaa, one load peal of approral rent 
the airv— Omr end ia accompliahed. 



m>^^ 



VATtnOI AXD SBVSLASIOtf , 

A modem writer of riafaig fiune, eaya: ^Nature telle 
na Mibi< God haa done ; Bevelaacni tella na eaAy he did it* 
TUa ia the arrangeiaent of aeetiona in omr moat important 
Lectare A Goon QmoBn. The character of a good W. 
M. ia, to ehu none of hia reaponeihiHtiee» and to yield 
none of hia privil^gea. 



